6 THE OANADIAN

OHURCH PRESS. |Avoust 1,

heginning to hare honest represcntations of nature. No one
who returns to England after a few yoars' abronce, can fail to
be struck with the change , one who knows anjtking
whatover of the literary history of the poriod, can fail to at-
tribute it to Mr. Ruskin,

The present volume containe four acctions of the whole work ,
the firat is on * Loaf Beauty *, the sccond on * Cloud Beauty ;°
the third on *Ideas of Relation,” which is subdivided into
*‘Iovention Formal,’ and * Invention Spiritual.’  The moat inter-
esting sections are the 370 fied, becauso thoy deal with points
which come moro or less under the observation of all of uw, in
& manner which no ono has beforo altempted. They interprot
uature  that is, they come between us and our obacrvation of
things, and tell us not onls what to admire, but why we should
admire it. Those who cannot sympathiso with painting may
at leas’ aympathiso with nature. 1o treating of * Leaf Deauty,’
Mr Ruskin divides leaves gonorally into shield bearers and
sword-bearera, the former class being that in which the buds
are protected by leaves, and the Iatter that in which they are
protected by spines. The latier class will have most sym-
pathy here in Canada, and thun apenk for themaclves in Mr,
Runkin's pages:

* Also it may be well for lowland branches to reach hither and thither
what they need, and to take all kinde of irregular shape and c;tc)nc:io:
But the pine Is trained to need nothing, and o endure everything, Tt is
resolvedly whole, aclf-contained, deeiring nothing but tightnese, content
with restrieted completion. Tall or short, it will be otraight  Small or
Inrge, it will be ruund. It may be rermiuul also to there soft lowland
treea that they should make themnelves g'u& with show of blosarm, and
Eb\d with pretty charitice of fruitfulnese, We builders with the eward

nve harder work (o do for man, and must do 1L in close-sel troopa. To
atay the aliding of the mountain rnewe, which would bury bim; to buld o
divided drops, at our awund pointa, the rain, which would sweep away him
and his treneure flelds, to nurso in shade among vur brown fallen leaver
the tricklings that fred the brooka in drought, to give masive ahield against
the winter win, which alirieks through the bate branches of the plain .~
such eervioe must wa do him steadfactly while wo live.  Our bodice, alno,
are nt hle service 3 safter than the bodier of other trees, though our 1) s
barder than thelrs. Lot him take them ns pleases him, for hir hotsen and
shipe  So aleo it may be well for thesa timid lowland tree« to tremble
with all their leaves; or turn their paleneas to the sky, if but a rudh of
raio pacacs by them. or to let fall their leaves at last, aick and sore. Dut
we pines iust live carelessly amidat the weath of cloudn  We only wave
our hranches 10 and (ro when the storm pleads with us, /s men toss their
arme in a dream.  And finally, these weak lowland trees may struggle
fondly for the Inst temnants of life, and aend ap feeble saplings again from
their roots when tiey are cut down  But we leld(rs of the swonl perish

boltly, our dying shall be perfect and solemn, as our warring,
our "free without relncu\oc'r and for ever,” $ e givanp

Tn the =ection un * Cloud Beauty,' tho disciple of Turner 18
more true and unupproachable than perhaps in any other part of
his volumes.  Tuener’s clouds aro like sunseis wn Italy, made
perpetunl; Puskin’s description of clouds is all that a photo-
graph can be in its want of colour. The anslysin which thia
volume gives both of their form and colour must be clonely
studied, nor will it hear abbrevintion, but we cannot avoid
finding room for one presage from the chapter on Rain, * the
Angel of the Sea,” which i iu the author’« moet nntural stvle:

*The moas-lands have nn infinite sdvantage, not only in sight, but in lih.
erty ; thoy are the freest ground inall the world.  Youcanonly truverse the
great wonds by ernwling like a lizanl. or climbing like 4 monkey—the great
sands with slow ateps and veiled head.  But bare-henled, and o n.oyed,
and freelimbed, cominanding all the horizon®s space of changeful light. and
all the horizon’scompass of tossing grouad, you traverse the moss.land. I
discipline 1t {s severe astho desert, but itis a discipline compelling to
action, and the moss-linds scem, therefore, the rongh schouls of the world,
0 which ita strongeat human frames are knit and tried, and so sent down
like *he nirthern winds, to brace nnd brighten the laoguor into which the
rgg{..e of moro fuvoured districts may degenernte It would be strango,
indecd if there were no beauty in the phenomena by which this great
renovating and purifying work is done  And it is dono almoat cntirely by
the great  Angel of the Ses —rain —tha Angel, observe, the menscoger
sent to u -pecial place on n special errand” Not the diffused perpetunl
presence of the burden of mist, but the going and returning of intermittent
oloud. All turns opon that intermittence. §on moss on stone and rock ;—
case-fernol tangled glen;—way side well—percnninl, patient, silent, clear ;
stealing through its square font of rough hewn atone; sver thus deep—m;
more—which the winter wreck sullies not, the summer thirst wastes not,
incapable of stalo as nf lecline—~where the fallen leaf 1. :ta undecayed,
sod the insect darts unlefiling.  Cressed brook and over eddying river.
lifte ! even inflood scarce’y over its atepping stones,—but through all sweet
summer keeping tremulous music with harp-strings of dark watar anong
the dilver fingering of the pebbles  Far uway in the south the stroug nvee-
geds bave all basted, und gone down to the sea. Wasted and burning
white furnaces of blasting sand, their broad beds lie ghastly and bare;
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but here the soft wings of the 8en Angel droop etill with dew, nod the
shadows of their plumnrs falter on the hills, strangs Taughings and glitler-
::gq of silver streamlels, born mddm‘{: and twined abont the mosy
helsbis o trckling tinsel, anewenizg 2 them as they ware”

Mr. Ruskin hae been very much twitled with inconmstencies.
that is, his opinious although cxpressed dogmatically at first,
have expanded in the course of time. There 18 8 blunt and
fentleas honesty about all lns writings, which is very rofroshing
in theso daga of shallow thinking and timid utterance. What
he behoves he believes with ns whole soul, and staton with his
whole energy.  But in the course of yoars, opinions upon act,
like all opinione except those which aro bared immedintely upon
an inspired revelation, neconsarily become modified ; they are
linng, and s Mir. Rushin lnmeclf eags in this volume; * thoy
shew their hifo by beng capable of nonrishment, and thereforo
of change. If this i romembered, the tauuts of caplious
critics will fall harmlcas to the ground, aud we bolieve that
our readers will accept from us in the case of this book, the
testimony which the Timea long ngo gave to tho * Stones of
Venice,” that 1t will “ clevate taste and intellect, raise the tone
of moral feeling, kindlo benovulence towards men, and incrense
tho lovo aud fear of God.™
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THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION.

In an ngo like this when the interests of true scienco and religion
aro o clusely alliod, we snioed not apologizo for dwelling at Tongth
upon the Oxiord meoting of tho British Association for the advance.
ment of saence. Next weok we hope to give some accounts of the
meclings of the sariuns soctima. we hate only room at prosent
for portions of tho Presidont’s addrosa,

Un June 27th the Shelduman theatre at Uxfond waa fillod with a
large and bnlhant asembly, wcluding the nost ominent men of
scionce, not only m England but i Europe. The Chancollor
shonl Derby,) and Vice-Chancellor (Dr. Jeune) waro presont, The

*rince Connort opuned tho procecdinga by resigning the Presidency
into the hanus of his succossor Lonl Wrottesley, Tho now Prosident
began his addrons by paying a noblo compliment to Oxfon for the
oxcrtions which the 'ni\'onit{ hwul minde in tho cause of scionce.
Ho apoke of her distinguishod professorial staff, of the school of
Physical acience, of the aculomic rowanls which wero bostowed
upon its study , and abovo all of tho maguificont Musoum upon
which nearly £100,000 had beon expended within tho last five years.

“Oxford, thon, has shown homolf fully equal to hor glorious
mussion, and 1t was only a fitting so?‘uol tosuch onlightened conduet,
that sho should be entrusted with the grateful task of educating the
Hoir-apparont to tho Throne of tho nost Popnlur Soveroign who
over swayed the sceptre of this vast Empire.”

Lord Wrottosloy then proceoded to give a summary of recont
results and exporiments i the varions branches of Scionce, commen-
cing with Astronomy. Aftor wmentioning tho important results
attained by private obsorvations wm England, he gave = akotch of
the vanoun classes of phonomona to which obscrvation had boen
directed. One of thoro was coincts, of swhich his Lordship aaid .

*(f alt tho phonomena of tho heavens, theroaro nono which axcito
moru general intorest than comotsa~those vagrant straugers, the
gipsies as they havoe been tormed of vur solae systom, which often
coine wo know not whonce, and at periods whon wo least oxpoect
thom . aud auch ix the eifect produced by the strangenoss and sud.
donneas of their appearance, and tho mysterious nature of some of
the facts connected with themn, that while in ignorant timea thoy
excited alarm, thoy now sometimes seduco mon to loave othor
om{\loymonts aud become nstronomers.  Now, though tho larger
and brighter comots naturally excite most goneral public intorost,
and aro really valuablo to astronomors, ns exhibiting appoarances
which tend to throw light on tho internal atructuro of thoso bodies,
and tho nature of tho ?orccs which must be in operation to produce
the oxtravnlinary phenomena obsorved, yot somo of tho smallor
telescopic comets ace, perhaps, moro interesting in a physical point
of view. Thus tho six penodical comets, tho orbits of which have
boen determined with tolerable accuracy, and which roturn at stated
intervals, aro extromoly uscful, as being likely to discloso facts of
which, but for them, wo should possibly have ever remained ignorant.
Thus for exmnpls, whon tho comot of Encke, which performs ita
rovolution in n perind of a littlenore than three years, was obsorved
at each roturn, it disclosed tho importunt and unexpocted fact, that
its motion wascontinually accoleratod. At each successivo approach
to tho sun it arrives at its periliclion svoner and svoner, and thore
is no way of accuunting for this so satisfactory as that of supposing
that the space, in which the planetary and cometary motions are
performed, is everywhere pervadoed by a vory rarified atmospheroor
other, 80 thin as to exorcise nu percoptible offect on the muvementa of
masave solid bodics as tho planets, but, substantial enough to exert

a very important influence on more attenuated substances moving




