26

suisolated trom the Umited States but that prices
there mftuence prices here veryg much,  Prices
there are gomg up for the same reason that will
help to advance them here . the general scarcity
of horses owing 10 the great decline—-a decline
amounting almost to a cessation—in horse-breed-
ing during some years past.  In Chicago, which is
now the ruling centre i horse values, as in almost
every sort of tarm product, prices for horses have
been advancing steadily for some weeks,  Inferior
light horses stll meet with low prices; but good
big *‘chunks” are bnnging from $30 to $120
cach, and drafters of ment are bringing $18o.
Team horses vary very much, but good * common
to faie ” drivers are  bringing from $100 to $225
the team; and “choice to extra” carnage teams
from $250 to $450. ‘I'he best of it is that there
is a brisk demand for the sorts of horses named at
these prices  1n Canada, Mr. Robert Beith, M.D.,
is our authonty for saying that there is really no
supply of horses in the country, and that prices
are hikely to advance very considerably.

Tuberculin in England.

The English Shorthorn breeders are in trouble
over tuberculn.  Tuberculn as a test of the free.
dom of cattle from tuberculosis is now generally

. fegarded by the authoriies of the countries to
wiich Britain exports cattle as sufficiently certain
for action to prevent importation.  In the language
uf Professor Brown, of the Royal Agricultural Col-
lege, Cirencster:

** The discovery of tuberculin has placed the Brtish stock-
owner 1n an unlortunate position. ti1s stock are sought for
all the world over.  Yet where an amimal is imported and
teacts to tuberculin on its atnival, it is thrown back on his
hands, and he has to bear all the cxpense entailed, At the
present ume the Shorthorn Society do not recoguize tuber-
cubin as a rehable test, and will not accept it. Un the other
hand, the foreigner will rot take a purchase without first
subnntting it 10 the test.”

It is claimed that the above remark by Professor
Brown does not quite fairly represent the action of
the Shorthorn Society. It seems that a number
of French breeders tequested the Society to **:n-
fluence " their members to allow purchased ani-
wals to be subjected 10 the wberculin test. 1n
response 1o this application the council passed the
foltowing resolution :

* That in vicw of the uncertainty of the results attending
the injection of tuberculin as a test for tuberculosis, this
council are not at present prepared to take any action 1n the
direction suggested.”

‘T'he English Live Stock Journal, commenting
on this resolution, says :

¢ Even if the council had been satisfied of the reliability
of the tuberculin test, they could not have influenced any of
the members of the Society to subject their animals to at if
they bad disapproved, That remains a matter entirely at
the discretion of the breeder, who is at liberty to ficcxdc for
himselt cither for the test or against it.  But it is for the
government, by adequate experiments, to satisfy agricultur.
158 as to the reliability of the test, and so dispose of all un.
certainties concerning it,"”

It is now too late in the day to be doubtful of
the adequacy of tuberculin as a test for tuber-
culosis, What every breeder should do, who
wishes to be progressive in his business, is to
putge his own herd from the disease as speedily
as possible.  We are glad that our own govern-
ment has taken steps by which our breeders are
enabled 10 do thus with the maximum of certainty
und the mmimum of cost. Once a breeder has
tus herd free from the disease he need have little
hesitation in complying with the request of a pur-
chaser who asks {or the apulication of the test as
a condition of purchase.

Forage Plants and Sheep-raising.

Professor ‘Thomas Shaw, late of the Ontario
Agricultural College, at Guelph, now Professor of
Ammal Husbandry in the University of Minnesota,
has been addressing the  Farmers’ National Con-
gress ” of the United States on “The In.portance
of Forage Crops to the Farmer.” This Farmery’
Congress is a national affair, and 1s composed of
delegates from every state in the Union, the num-
Ler of delegates being proportionate to the popula-
tion of the several States.  The Congress has just
held a threc days’ convention at St. Paul. Our
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old friend, ex-Governor Hoard, of Wisconsin, has
been elected president of the Congress for its next
convention. Prufessor Shaw's address aroused great
interest among the delegates present in the conven-
tion at St. Paul, and he was frequently grected
with applause and constantly plied with questions
bearing upon the subject of his address.  Among
the points hrought out by Professor Shaw were the
following :

(1) The question of forage crops 1s the question of all
questiuns to the larmer,  Dawymen, growers of meat amld
wool, and tillers of the soil gencrally, are all alike interested
in forage, No country in the world is more favored in the
gbund:mce and variety of its torage crops than the United

tates.

(2) Speaking of the Canadian ficld pea, which he char-
actericed as an excellent furage plant, Professor Shaw sanl
that there were sections of the United States where two
bushels of this pea could be raised to one on the best pea.
producing Canadian soil.  Within a few days, in Montana,
he had counted 192 pea-pods on one vine—a matvellous
production.

{3) Rape is the forage plant upon which Professor Shaw
laig most stress. A tew years ago, when but 600 acres of
rape were raned in the United States, he had predicted that
the ime would come when 10,000,000 sheep and lambs
would be fattened upon rape in the United States, and he
repeated the prediction now. To-day, he said, there are
already probably 100,000acres of rape growing in the United
States, and no less than a million of sheep and lambs feed-
ing upon it.

(4) Professor Shaw thus having mentioned sheep then de-
ploredtheunadvancedstateof thesheep-raisingindustryin the
United Statesas compared with what it should be. e said
that 230,000 Canadian sheep and lambs are being annually
impusted 1into the United States,by way ot Buffalo,in tace of
a high duty ; and that Canadian mutton was constantly ad-
vertised as such in New York. This market, he contended,
should be held by United States farmers, and nnt be suffered
1o be captured by Canadian enterprise.

(5) Continuing to speak of sheep, Professor Shaw char.
actenzed sheep-raising as the ** Agricultural Klondike ” of
the United States, Lie said that when he came to Minne-
sota he was told that sheep could not be profitably raised
in that State, and the people who made the statement really
believed what they said. In teply he would say that this year
he had a ten-acze piece of ground at the experimental farm,
which had afforded forage (a mixture of wheat, oats, bar-
ley, and spring rye)for ninety-three sheep since the dawn of
last spring until now, and there was forage enough left in

the vlot to-day to carry the sheep from now unul winter,.

eve 1if the growth were to stop all at once.

We believe that Professor Shaw, after every
allowanceis made for his constitutional enthusjasm,
is on the path of progress when he is advocating
that greater attention should be paid to the growth
of forage plants for the continuous profitable feed.
ing of stock from earliest spring to latest fall. Just
as the introduction of the silo and the use of
ensilage have revolutionized th » feeding ot stock
in winter, so will the growth of judiciously-selected
forage plants revolutionize the feeding of stock
in spring, summer, and autumn. We scarcely
credit, however, his opinion that the United States
affords advantages for the cultivation of forage
plants superior to those that Canada offers. And
we should like to hear what our Canadian farmers
have to say to his statement that our field pea will
grow more abundantly in Montana than it will
here. We are inclined to believe that under gen-
eral conditions the Canadian growth will be super-
1or to the Montana growth. Professor Shaw’s re-
warks as to the extent to which Canadian mutton
and lambs have captured the New York meat mar-
ket ought to be of some comfort to our sheep men.
It is a repetition of the old story, * the value of a
ieputation.” We trust our sheep and lamb pro-
ducers will become more earnest than ever in their
endeavors to keep none but the best mutton-pro
ducing breeds, so that our good reputation for
mutton will advance wilh every years business,
Professor Shaw’s enthusiasm in enforcing the ad-
vice, ** Keep more Sheep,” is quite in bharmony
with our own, and we trust our readers will take
the advice to heart, and act upon it.

Supplying Milk to Towns and Cities.

The branch of dairying that just now is nost
open to improvement and extension is the supply-
ing of milk to towns and cities. In the United
States it is said that about one-half the total milk
production of the whole country is used in this
way. In England the trade is in its infancy ; but
so rapidly is it growing there that it is said that
the reason why the English dairyman has allowed

the Danish butter-maker to capture the English
outter market so completely is that he considers
tus milk market to be much mute valuable to him
than his butter market, and so he leaves his butter
market to foreigners.  In Canada we do not sup-
pose that the milk supply for towns and cities 1s
capable of much greater expansiun as regards
quantity than the ordinary growth of population
will call fur; but it is very certain that 1 the near
future a very great improvement in the guality of
the milk supply for towns and uties will be de-
manded by the puople, and perhaps be enforced
by law, .

As yet very few serious attempts have been
made in Canada by producers to supply, or by civic
governments to secure, good, puie mnlk for city and
town consumers. One of the most ecarnest and
most carefully planned attempts to provide pure
milk to city users that we know of is that which
has been made by the Kensington Dairy Com-
pany, of Loronto, a business enterpnise of which
Mr. . J. Palmer, a well-known graduate of the
Ontario Agricultural College, is the originator and
manager. (See Faramine tor December, page 286).
Mr, Palmer's plan 1s modelled upun what is known
as the Copenhagen system.  All cows selected to
supply nulk for his dairy are systematically inspect-
cd by competent veterinary inspectors; no diseased
cows, and no herds containing diseased cows, are
permitted to furmsh any milk to it; and all the
operations of milking, straining, aerating, cooling,
conveying to town, distributing to customers, etc.,
are conducted in accordance with most carefully
planned regulations to ensure thorough cleanliness
and purity. We are glad to know that Mr. Pal-
mer’s enterprise 1s meeting with the success it de-
serves ; and we would recommend to other dairy-
men who supply milk to towns and cities (there
must be many hundreds of them in Canada) to
make themselves acquainted with Mr. Palmer’s
methods, believing that if they do so they will in-
crease and make more permanent their own busi-
ness.

But there are those who claim that no matter
how carefully cows are inspected, or how carefully
mulk is stramned, aerated, etc., disease germs and
dust and stable impurities of one sort and another
will always find access to the milk, and so become
a part of the beverage with which we regale our-
selves and feed our children. ‘T'he means recom
mended to completely overcome these difficulties
are separation and pasteurization. The enterpris-
ing milkman who provides himself with these
methods of purification can, it is said, positively
guarantee to his customers that his uutk 1s abso-
lutely free from all bacterial disease germs, and
also from material impurities of every sort.

Separation, it is claimed, will remove all filth
from the milk, and be, in fact, a perfect mechani-
cal straining.  Pasteurization destroys all bacterial
disease germs, and renders the milk such that it
will keep from twenty-four hours to forty-eight
hours longer than raw milk will keep. By pas-
teurization, therefore, the temptation to the dairy-
man to use chemical preservatives, so inimical to
health, is entirely removed. If kept coot, pasteur-
ized milk will keep sweet for days, even for wecks;
and even if left in a warm room, 1t will keep sweet
for hours. A further advantage is that pasteurized
milk never fails to have the fresh taste of the best
new milk. It does not have that cooked -taste
which stenlized milk and boiled milk always have,

‘The above advantages of separating and pasteur-
izing, as methods of preparing milk for sale in
towns and cities, are claimed by practical dairy-
men to be positive and certain. We recommend
them to the careful consideration of every farmer
living near a large town or city who wishes to work
up a large and profitable milk trade. By the use
of such methods as these, by thorough cleanliness
in all his dairy operations at homne, by the use of
sterilized bottles for conveymg his milk to his cus-
tomers, by frequently advertising hts methods,and
by letiing his customers know their advantages,
we have no doubt that any farmer adopting separa.
tion and pasteurization wouid be able to build up
and maintain 2 very large and remunerative city
dairy trade.



