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tributable only, we fear,. to that mixture of prejudice
and ignorance that characterizes ton many farming
oieratiouns. It is a dash of this mixture that makes
many of our few existing flock-masters half starve
their sheep, and so lose a proper return in weight and
quiahity of ficece : and in the case of fine and'medium
wooled shrep it would undoubtedly pay to provide
some low shelter of boards under which sheep could
take refuge in rainy weather even when out to grass.
The retention Of the yolk is thus secured, and a health-
ier sheep and a higher priced fleece is the result. There
is also in our climate a peculiarly suitable purpose to
which farmers might turn their sheepskins. Properly
cured and dyed, a soft, close. smooth sheep-pelt may
well bc utilized, now that ..uffao robes are no more,
for every need filled by the curly brown fri.nd of our
childhood. The Boers of the Transvaal have, since
their first settlement in Africa, used sheepskins with
the wool on, for coats and robes. Why should the
Canadian farmer despise or ignore the cheap substi.
tutes for a buffalo skin thatt be bas in bis own farm
yard ? If Persian lamb coats are found good things
for the rich men, a nice, close Southdown coat cannot
be a very bad thing for his ponrer neighbor.

Fashionsin clothes, carp!ts and wraps affect fash-
ion in breeds of sheep: but whether carding, or
combimg wools be desired, those who look to the
wool crop prophecy an immense inpetus to the sheep
industry, while so fan as muIton isconcerned it should
be enough to state that lambs are selllng in Buffalo
at $6.6a, or for as much as their dams are worth, and
they are only nine months old. Ayoung ewe can clear
ber own cost, therefore, in one year. Her fleece pays
the winter keep, and we would like to know what
other investment on or off a larn gives such a return
as this in sure cash. Now.a.days a well-fed medium-
woolei shearlng clips an average ai 6 lbs. at 24 cts.,
and if a farmer makes bis winter keep come to more
than $1.44 per head ha feeds either unwiselyot ex-
travagantly. The acceleiating rapidity with which
a flock doubles up is an easy application of simple
arithmetic, and we will not dwell on il. Sheep can
be profitably kept where caile wdll dwindle from pov-
erty of the soit. They like our dry, bracing cold They
require but little attendance. If properly kept they
pay. So long as the Americans are content to let
Canadian importers b: middlemen between the Eng-
lish breeder and themselves, it does not become us to
qutarrel with our lot. They are also the best buyers
of ur home bred animals, whether for breeding or
killing purposes: and as one of them observed the
other day to an importer-." Ours is a mighty big
country to fill. You can't overdo cither breeding or
importation in a lifetime ; for the progressive farmers
of the United States are receivingrecruits to their num-
b:r every hour of every day."

Sn extraordinary has been the demand for Shrop-
shire sheep this fal that the lucky 0osners of Shrop-
shires have had to resîst nost tempting offers, rather
than utterly deplete their flcks. We know of one
breeder, Mr. T. C. Patteson, of Eastwood, who has
made sales in Nova Scotia to the East, Dakota, to the
west, and' in most of the intennediate States of the
Union. So impressed is ha with the genuine chirac-
ter of the demand and with the fact that il has come
to stay, that, as will be seen by our present issue, he
bas determined to centre bis leisare energies upon
horses and sheep, and to dispose of bis valuable herd
of Shorthorns next month without reserve. Eastwood
may be peculiarly adapred to sheep : but what Mr.
Patteson, the carliest bird in the Shrop market, dis-
covered, will no doubt ere long also force itself upon
many another stock farmer in Ontario, who will failinto

line, and minister to the wants of our neighbors. The
day was when shrep paid and everybody went into
that department of husbandry. Tticn the industry
pined for awhlie, and nearly everybody abandoned it.
The day of revival bas now again dawned, and
whether it be in Leicesters, Cothwulds, Shrops or
Southdowns that the venture is made, there is no
room to doubt that a pe îd of great activity is at
hand.

Our Scotch Letter.
(From our Aberdeenshire Correpondent.)

TiiE LONi)ON4 FA- STOCK EXII1irION-Dt11n1.E
VICTORY FOR POLLED ADERDEENS--JEALOUSY
AMONG ENGLIS:i hKEEDERS.
In the largest exhibition and all round one of the

best ever held in London under e auspices of the
SmithfieldlClub, the Polled Aberdeen-Angusbreedwon,
not only the c'ampion plate, but the reserve place, and
such a significant victory, as was inevitable, has formed
a topic whicn has been mach commented upon in this
country. It is not so long a.fo when I used to be
told that it was next to impos-ible for any breed
except the Shorthorns or the Ilerefords, to win the
championship at ic London fat stock show, unless
heir claim to it was quite beyond question. There

was at one time a feeling among Scotch exhibitori
that the bench of judges who wcre selected were sure
to lean to the Herc rds or Shorthorns in the cham-
pion conpetition. Whatever real ground there may
have been for such an opinion-arnd I do not think
it was without sone foundation-there can be no rea-
son now fLr charging the Smithield judges or the
Birmingham judges with not giving due canideration
to the meriis of the great rivais of the 'white faces"
and " the red, white and roans." I am nnt sure, if the
truth were tnd, that the jealousy that obtains between
the "Shorthorn" and " Hereford" men bad not
something to do this season with the much-coveted
marks of distinction-the Elkington plate and the
S.niihfeld plate-being given to our native "l Buchan
humilies " or, as they are also called, Angus " dod-
dies.' It bas also to be noted, however, that Scotch
interests are much better attended to in the appiint-
ment of judges than they used to be, but as Scoiland
was in a minority in the special court which made the
champion awards, the English ju'iges must, on the
present occasion, be acquitted of acting with partisan
motives, at lcast as regards their Scotch opponents. I
should not like ta be understood that the two Polled
Aberdeens, whch so well upheld the credit of the
breed, were specimens unworthy of the honors which
were bestowed upon them. That was not so. They
were capital specimens of a breed which seem ta fin-
ish almost better than any other breed-they corne to
the black so ripe. The late Mr. McCombie used to
speak abiout giving bis favorite Aberdeens the " last
dip," an expressiun which I think showed that in bis
opiniion they possessed in a high degree this quality of
finishing well. The chief organs àf Eiglish agricul
itiri,ts, such as that influential newspaper, The Live-
Stock journal, have taken notice of the rivalry be-
tween the "Shorthorn " andl " Hereford " men,
which was quite apparent, hoth at Birmingham and
Londdn this Vear. A• Birmingham it led to a
deadlock, and at London almost ta a "squab-
ble." The sooner feeling of this sort disappears the
better it will be for everything concerne-i. it were no
credit to any breed to snatch a victory on account of
the spirit of jealousy existing among the bench of
judges. Neither Scotch exhibitars nor Scotch cat tle
need to win their victories by such means ; they are
qu-re capable of holding their own against "all cm-
ers," and it detracts from the honor of winning when
it ean be sail of the judges that jeaiousy warped their
judgments. The suggesti ,n bas been made, and there
is a good deal of force in it, that to av.id- had al-
most said such scenes as were witnessed at Birming.
bain and London-at least one direct representîtive
of the cnnsumers' interests should bc upon the bench
After all, may ve not depend on the good sense of
Englishmen prevailing in the end ? But should it he
neccssary to restrain their partian preferences, ln the
meantini-, the hint thrown out by the editor of th.
Live-Slotk ournal might in some way be taken up.
1 should besitate, however, before I put i mta the
hand, of any butcher, however eminent, to be sole
arhiter in such a case, as say the awarding of the
Smithfield championship, if his colleagues were unable

to agrce among themselves. Let the butcher element
be represented ce tainly, but it must not le metroduced
ostensibly to keep the breeders right, though ils very
presence on the bench, I admit, may have that
effect.

But to return to the Smithfield show. As I have
a'ready stated, it vas probably the best on record,not
on account of ihe ouistanding merit of a few speci-
nens, but as regards the general excellence o the
display. There was a gross entry of 566 being 300
catile, 183 sheep, and 83 pigs. In the cattle sections
Mr. Stephenson, Newcastle, for the second time
found hiniself owner of the Snithfield champi-n. the
winner on this occasion bcing the fwve-yearold polled
cow Young Bello'na, which, as I stated in a armer
letter, won the blue ribhon at Birmingham. It was
nnly two years ego that Mr. Stephenson accomplhsbed
the same eat with bis noted poiled heifer Luxtity. It
is certainly rather unusual to find the champion of
Scotland and England in the shape of a cow. Cow
bref is surely not the beau ideal of the English epi.
cure i It is a wonlerful peif brmance for an animal
that bas had two calves. to carry the c'ampion plate,'
and as a breed victory it is perhaps more siguificant
than had the winner been a stot or a heifer. Still I
am not surprised that the question should have been
rai-ed whether it would not be adviable to exclude
cows from compeiing for the champion pr·ze. Such
a raie, however, is not really needed, as the chances
of cows winning over heifers and steers have not
very often to be taken into account. It is statcd that
her owner bas taken Voung Bellona home again for
breeding purposes, but even should he succeed in gel-
ting ber to breeri, it is nt an example that ought to
be largely copied, as it serves no good or practical
purpose.

The polled section was one of the best in the show.
The e were in aIl 27 entrirs, and the quality was ex-
reedingly good. The Eirt of Strathmure and Sir
William Gordon Cumming carried the palm in the
classes for steers, the latter winning in twa-year-old
oxen with Gordon, an animal of bis own breedin,
which showed great symmetry and ripeness ; indeed,
he was suc a good one that he rin the champion
cow, to which he vas reserve, very close for the final
honors, and he was awarded a special vrize as the
best steer in the hall. To me the cross-bred cl.ises
did not excel so much as some o the other classes. A
good many breeders gve rather too much attention to
mere size as agai-st real quality, and that was a con-
viction forced upon me as I s.canned the diffecent
classes in this section, but it is quite truc that it ne-
quires an uncommonly good hltie une to beat some of
the enormous animals whi, ch are now shown, and ex-
hihit ,rs probably find that if they are to figure in the
prize-list they must have something that will scale
well. The Scotch polled crosse, as usual, more than
held their own. Tney won ail the first prizes except
in one class, that is to say, the three first prnais out of
four, .nd besides the special prize for the best "cross"
went to an almost pure-bred Aberdeenshire from AI.
tyre-aheifer which behind had no equal in the show,
so deep, thick and truc in her hmudquarters and loins;
indeed, had she been as good in front, I am not sure
hue she would have given the champion soie trouble.
The 66 entries of Shorihorns made as good a display
as ev r I have seen at London, showing that the *red,
white and roans " are a truly grand race of cattle,
and that they are still certain to keep their ground.
Varling steers have aften been a stronger lot. Mr.
Wilken, Vaterside. won the first prize with an Aber-
deenshire bred roan of great substance, which showed
an extraordinary average dtly gain Of 2.43 lbs., but
he had not quite the character of a Shorthorn which
many judges like to sec. The middle c ass of steers
were headed by ail the Birmingham winners, which,
I think, were referred to in my notes of the show.
Aberdenshire Shorthorns have always a strong sup-
porter at London in the person of Mi. James Bruce,
Inverquhomery, who annually enters for compeettion
a class of bullocks which are the admiration of every-
body. They are big, thick-lleshed, well-proportioned
animais, having a large dash of Sittyton breeding in
their top crosses. For the third year in succession
Inverquhrnmeiy bullocks have topped the aged class
of Shorthorn steers. and on this occasion Mr. Bruce
is not contented with first hnnnrs only, but ha also
gets the second-prize. Rising four years old bis bul-
locks girthed resoectively g feet 3 inches and Q feet 2
inches, their daily average gain in pounds being r.65.
The premier ox was a splendid roan of fine propor-
tions, which but for a little narrowness behind the
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