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Draught Stall.ony and their Selection.

Farmers have by this time made choice of the
horses 10 which 10 put their breeding mares, and
such selection has, we trust, been judicious and
sensible.  Lhe recent reduction in the price of
horses ought 10 direct more attention to the sub-
jeet, and mercase the production of those first
clags ammals which are alwaysso saleable at re-
munerative prices.  There is certainly no de-
partment of furm management in which the pen-
ny-wise and pouud-fooissh system is more fre-
quently exibited.  Male animals with faulty
pedigree, ol shapeless appearance, and with
obvious hereditiry defeets are too often used,
simply because they are of convenient access,
or the price charged is symewhat lower than for
more pectect animals. I is too frequently for-
gotten that ia breeding, whether horses or cat-
tle, the first out.ey fur the use of the sire is but
1 gmall item as compured with the subsequent
cost of rearing. The extra sovereign for the
use of the superior horse is surely well bestowed
when it adds in thice years four or five pounds
to the price of the progeny if heis a cart colt,
and pogsibly double ur quadruple the amount if
he be a hack or & hunter.

First, in importance in the rccommendations
of astallion we would place Lis pedigree. Tn
horses for the tucl; and in tie breeding of the
best Arab steeds, the descent of both sire and
dam recewves primary attention, and should not
be less important in the farm horse. By wsng
animals wlich have been carefully and judi-
ciously selected for several generations, we ob-
tain good quahties that by rvepetition and trans-
mission have become firmly impressed upon the
stock, are less accidental and more permanent,
aud greatly more likely to re-appear in the pro-
geny.  Lvery breeder of supertor shoct-horns or
first-class sheep admits and acts upon this fact,
but too often disregards it in the case of his
draught horses. In . many parts of the country
inattentioa to the breeding of the cart stallion
has led to much disappointment and loss. At
present we know of several neat, compact, and
tolerably good-looking stallions, once in good
repute, which have left, from all sorts of mares,
# multitude of undersized, shabby, valueless
colts, which undoubtediy owe their deficiencies
to the half-bred small parent stock from which
the parents sprung. This disregard of good
descent, operating with wwo-fold effect when in-
volving both horse and mare 15, we believe, the
main cause of the notorious scarcity of first-
class hovses.

We must not be supposed to advise the farmer
to pluce his trustin pedigree only. It can never
by accepted in the room of good and useful

qualities which the well-bred cart-horse mugijy
addition possess. Most of those so called (o
are so familiar to the experienced eye o thy
practical farmer that they require little nogiy
here. We would only insist at present upon te,
most important matters, of which the valygj
scarcely snfliciently appreciated, namely, asion,
short back, and good action. 5o intunately e
nected arve the several parts of the auim
machine that a disproportion in one 1espect s
ously interferes with the general symmetry ay
harmony, and especially is this the caseif b
back be long. The ribs will then seldom ar
as they should do, the chestis apt to he shalos,
whilst the space between the last vib and ke
crest of the tlium wiil tell only too traly of we
digestive oraans, and want of hardiness andex
durance. If any horse proprictor looks overhy
stables he cannot fail to realize the fact that, whe
ther in the saddle or harness, the cart org.
plough, the well ribbed up, short-backed home
1s the one for the hard work and the lony dss,
Mauny farmers overlook or unazrrate the impor
tance of action in the dranght horse. They pe
fer the straizht aud upright shoulder to tst
which slopes and is well laid back. Butgood
action is almost as requisite in the farm horsess
in the hack or the hunter. If he can ey
and gaily step out at the rate of three-andahalf
or four miles an hour, the walking which coasti:
tutes an :mportant part of his daily labor is ms
terially lizhtened. The importance of thiss
very notable in the case of coarse. heavy, u
der-bred horses, such as abound in some of the
midland counties of England, and, indeed, ar
everywhere too numerous. ‘I'ey plod dullyad
clumsilly along, generaily finding it work enough
lazily to drag an empty dung cart at the rateof
about a mile an hour. It is also amongt
horses of this unenviabic discription that we
find the round, rough. hairy, greasy limbs, the
short pasterns which’ predisposcto ring and sik
bones, and the flat, brittle feet which so seriow
ly inteafere with the usefuiness of any aimd:
intended for work upon the roads.—N. B. dgri-
culturis.

Condiments.

The veterinary profession must feel an icler
est in the great sgricultural questions of the
day, and especially in all those that concern the.
management of stock. We devnte upwards of
gixteen pages of this number to the report ofs
meeting of the Royal Agricultual Socicty, 8t
which cattle coudiments were fully discused,
We have one great objection to the disasio,
and that is, that Mr. Thorley has had the beot
fit of a gratis advertisement, for which be
well afford to pay several thousand ponods 0.
of the extraordinary price he induces the Britisk .
farmer to pay for his medicite. It is s st
thing for a dealer in a gpecific to gob & &
Beale Browne with his pile of letters, aod Mo



