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renants had a right to be present, but

thut the ceorls, or husbandmen, the

lowest class of freemen, slso atiend-

ed by their representatives, the bur-

shelders of the tytbings. The latter,
part of the sssertion has, however,
been made without a shadow of evi-
dence, and the former is huilt on very
fallacious grounds, Itis, indeed, pro-
buble, thut_ in the infancy of the An-
glo-Saxun states, most of the m:litary
retainers ey have attended the pub-
lic councils j yet even then, the deli-
berations were confined 10 the chief-

tains, and nothing remained for the

vassala but to applaud the dutermina-

tions of their lords, In later tumes,

when the seversl priucipalitics were

united 1to one monarchy, the recur-

renve of these assemblies, thrice in

every year within the short spice of
81X monthy, would have been an in-

supportable burthen to the lesser pro-

prietors; and there 1s reason to sus-

pect. that the greater proprietors at-

tended only when it wasrequired by the

importance of events, or by the vicini-

ty of the court. The principal mem-

bers seem to have been the spiritual

and temporal thanes who held unme-

diatelv of thbe crown, and who could

command the services of military vas-

aals. it was necesgary thut the king*
should vbtam the assent of these 10

all legisistive enacuments; because

without their acqui scence and sup-

port, it was impessible to carry them

into execution. Y

There are many charters to which
the signatures of the wiltenagemote
are affixed. They seldoms exceed
thirty in number, and never nm-unt to
sixty. They mclude the names of
the king and his-sons, of 4 few bishops
and abbots, of nearly an equal nom-
ber of enldorinen and thanes, and oc-
casionally ot the queen and one tir two
abbesses. ‘T'he fideles, or vassals,
whn had accomoanied their lords, are
mentioned as lookine on and applaud-
ing; but there ex sts o proo! what-
even, that they enjoyed any share in
the deliberations.

Tngrred, the witfenngemote did not
possess much idependent authority ;
forss individunlly they werethe vassuls
of the sov:reign, and had sworn *to
love what he loved, and shun what he
shunned,” there can he hittle doubt that
they generally acquiesced in his wish-

es. We have ingtances of this council
mecting to ovder the affairs of the
xmgdom, to muke new laws, and
amead the old, as early as the reign of
Ina, Kivg of the West Saxons; Offa,
King of the Mercians; and Ethelbert,
King of Kent, ir the several realms 6f
the Heptarchy. After their union,
King Alfred erdamed for a perpetual
usage, *‘that these councils should
meet twice 1n the year or oftener, if
need be, to treat of the government of
God’s people 5 how tiey should kerp
themselves from sin, should live 1a
queet, and should receive right.” Suc-
ceoding Saxon and Denish monarchs
held frequer t councils of the sort, as
appeurs from their respective codes of
laws. -Afier the Norman onmiquest, all
laws were jnvariadly made inthe nune
of the king, On some important. occu-
siors, however, the king exercised his
row-rs of legislation with the advice
and consent of pergons styled his
barous, conven-d by ivs command;
and on others, he appeors to have ex-
ercised those powers with the advice
of a council, consisting »f cer am of-
firers of the crown. ‘The Great Ghar-
ter of Kang John, is the enrliest au-
thentic document from which tle con-
stitution of that legislative assembly
called the King’s Great Couacil,or the
Greuat Council of the Realm, car be
with any degree of certinty collected.
Acrording to that charter, whatever
might be the authority for enacting
other laws, such an assembly as there
deseribed, was alone competent to
grant an extraordinary aid to the
crown; and the pérsons vomposing
that assembly were required to be
swmnoned by the king’s writ, either
generally or personally, but bothin
reference to their holding lands m
chief of the crown. No clear infer-
ence can be drawn from the charter,
that any city or borough had any
share in the constitution of thisdegis-
lntive assembly. The charterof John,
however, dues not epprar 1o have
o« n afterwards considered ns having
definitely setiled that coustitution,
even ‘or the purpose of granting ex-
traordinary aids to the erown ; for by
a subsequent charter of Henry ihe
‘Third, in the first year of his reign,
the whole subject was expressiy re-
served for future discassion. It is &
churter of this last monarch, passed in
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