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Xoue could guess lUe tea» 
MUugs’ failure, which was ufl 
eU, but the remainder of the sfl 
was legible enough.

.Two hours before dawn, ll 
word to Nur Mahal that hel 
consult her. She came instanB 
noted, to his surprise, that! 
garbed as for a journey.

He began to tell her whH 
discovered, but soou she interiH

•»I know all that, and. ifl 
said- "I oau even tell yon wl 
done tomorrow. Jahangir wi* 
the deed, and execute those e<S 
it whom be can lay hands on* 
and I are doomed. With S* 
dead, who shall uphold us? ■ 
but one course open. We mu* 
would save our lives. Let « 
ere daybreak, and ride to ■ 
Once there, 1 can frame plate 
geance, whilst you shall go tfl 
not unrewarded."

The firmness of her tone 
Mowbray as greatly as the 
her proposal. When lie car 
Roger’s advice lie found that 
had swung round to the view 
hopeless now to seek redrew 
Emperor. The number an 
Sher Afghan’s retainers gave : 
ise of security, and. once a 
the capital, there was a chr™

a
aooI :

»Wf»WOOWO«H«»Qi>i»attwv«KJt(KKH»i?<HKH50i)O«OOD«K>tWWOtMMHïa^
wife, to wit,!-’ answered the bjrifti. same way. They used their razor-edged fetid with killing, god this past master prayer approaches. Let us to the. at that period, were the only means of

“Thy wife!” scimitars with much skill, schmee rattier is the Mwter’g gflt knew the tokens of mosque.” . : • ,-L .. . ; UghtiW Indian houses.
“Yea, honored one, You plucked our than strength being demanded by the his craft. “Now look you, murmured Sainton When, at last, they stretched tfcem-

chiia from death in the river, and my task. But the arena was otherwise empty, to. Walter who stood watchful, with selves on the.charpoys which, for great-
wife heard from others that there is in- When half a dozen carcases had been and his lambent eyes,, searching eagerly sword-arm -ready, during theee thrilling er safety, they placed side by side in a
tent to make sport with thee and the dissected -with .more or less success, Jah- fur tile cause of so .much reek, were moments, “there goes a man, with mür- spacious chamber of the suite they occu-
Hathi-saiiib ere both are put to death,” angir shouted a question to Sainton, of raised at last to the intent row of faces der in his heart, jet wiB he turn his pied, they did not undress, but threw off

Swigh, swish, went the water among whose presence he seemed to be unaware looking down at him. , jowl to Mecca and chant verses from their heavy riding-boots, unfastened
the rose-leaves. Never was there a hitherto. what shyest thou, Sher Afghan, the Koran with the best of them. their coats, and arranged their swords
more energetic bhisti, for a gardener had “Tell me, Hattri,” he cried. “Oaoet cried the Emperor;- “Art thou winded to “I fear he only hides his. time. But so as to be ready to hand at f moment’s
appeared, and further talk was impoe- perform either trick with thy long vindicate thy 'title with one who seems what good fairy prompted yon to-act in notice. They knew that Sher Afghan's

sword? Thy arm is strong, but is thy to dispute it, or UM"a happy marriage such a way? I knew not what to do. trusty retainers_ guarded the gate and
wrist supple?” robbed thy arm of its prowess?” I felt that ahy moment we Wight be slept in each veranda. There was little

All eyes were instantly bent os Roger, The Persian hesitilted. He; like his fighting for our Hves, yet I saw no loop- fear of being taken by surprise In the
to whom Mowbray whispered the King’s English friends* had’thought it better to holeof escyph.” unlikely event of 46 armed attack being
meaning lest he had not properly caught * brave Jahangir’s animosity in Agra it- “ficod, I remembered my mother tell- made during the night, yet they neglect-
the words. The giant grinned genially, self than fail beneath the attack of hire- |ng me that a white sheet makes nine ed no precautions."

“A slung sheep offers hut slight resist- lings in some distant fray. In the capi- parts "of a" ghost on a dark night. I “Sleep well, Roger, and may the Lord
ance to a blow,” he' said. “Were he tai, there was always a chance of e po- reckoned to scare ’em with a bogie, and keep thee!" was Waiter’s parting word: 25™.^*" ,“c"u
fresh from the spit I’d sooner eat him.” litieal upheaval as the outcome of a succeeded.” and Sainton answered drowsily, for ïÎL’ __ ,,er AI?b turned aud Mil,,I

Discreet mirth rewarded his humor, quarrel, whereas, in a remote part, the In company with Sher Afghan they something more potent than the day’s 1 sVot'——r.---- ,
but Jahangir wheeled round in bis chair minions of a vengeful monarch might quitted the palace fortress .without let emotions had wearied him:— «“«need, unhappily, that am„ns
towards the ditch and clapped his hands strike unheeded. Jajiangir’s tenure of or hindrance. The gaUant Persian, after “An He fail eitiier of ns, lad, naught t,l”e ln tae immediate vicmny ,,f this
as a signal to the attendants. At once the throne was. far from stable. Yet, thanking Rqger for his aid, explained else shall avail.” sudden quarrel the Kotwal .< MainerJ
began a swigs of sanguinary events in though he mighf not data openly to put his motive ipSreturning to Agra. He The bright moon circled in the sky. »r outnumbered the followers „f s,r
which buffaloes contended with nilgan, to death a noble of high rank, this ohal- had reached the Harden of Haert’s De- Her beams, low now on the horizon. Afghan, many of whose men were vec
hunting dnm tote down, bears let loose ienge meant litfje less, even if if held light only an hour after they quitted if penetrated to the recesses of the room asleep, while others were sciuriug*
from invisible cavérhs, and panthers the plausible pretext that Sher Afghan that morning. -Hence, Jahangir was evi- and fell on the low trestle-beds on which gardens. The native of IudUTSf^f
made magnificent leaps after Hying deet._ chose Ms doom voluntarily, dently quite well informed ae to his they reposed in deep slumber. It was a ways be trusted to avenge his master's
Few were, real combats, In most eases A thrill of anticipation shook all hear- movements, and had planned the eeea- small matter, this nightly course of the death, go a certain dog-like fidelity J
a helpleee creature was ruthlessly sladgn- ers as they awaited the Persian's au- nade with the tiger ae a means of re- luminary, yet, perchance, in those still pellèd a score or more to attack tV tvr. 
tered by tome vicious and shading en- ewer. He gated around on them dis- q„jting one. at least, of his avowed hours, the direction of a stray shaft of sian simultaneously. Realizing hu a,,..
emy, and the more ghastly the dying dsinfully, for he was weH aware that enemies. Indeed, they learned later that, light road# history in India. ger he possessed himself of Hie falli-,,
struggles of the doomed antelope or bel- many there would utter a pretest did h, the event of Sher Afghan’s death, the About two o’clock, when the tall cy- Kotwal’a eword and fought furi.mslv ,'w
lowing cow the more excited and vocif- they not fear for their own skins. He spearmen were ordered to close round press trees of the Garden of Hearts ing loudly for help. Oh, for a fWiich,
erous became the spectators. «Poke- - Sainton end Mowbray and bear them DeHght threw black shadows toward the ning sweeps of the good straight hi„ i„

A fight between elephant? was a really ‘Give me arms and a tedder," he said, down by sheer force of numbers if they house, g small, naked mao. smeared with reposing peacefully in their scabbard" „ 
thrilling affair. Two magnificent brutes, and I shall try t» kill the beast. strove to assist their friend. Roger bed oil lest anyone should seize him. and the beds of his English allies’Hnw tw'r
specially imported from Ceylon, were A murmur arose, like the hum of defeated the scheme only by taking ad- covered again with dust to render him would baTe sanal&ed the odds in tw
led op on opposite sides of a low mud windAOreed leaves^ presaging a storm. vantage of a prior moment of intense ex- almost invisible, crawled along the dark suprem moment! How Roger w-m
wall built on wood and carried into the Some men might have been warned by dtement. pathway of the shadow and crossed the h^e sboro tbe heada and Wxher d..
arena by a host of men. -Gorgeously it, hot the Emperor, already half intoxj- when Sher Afghan told them that veranda outside the Englishmen's room. yriRng throats of the jackals wim Lrcaparisoned, and trompette strange- cated, was now goaded to utter mad- Nnr Mahal and hi, with their rotlime, He moved wito the deathly silence of a *d ironndto? undaunt ed w J P' 
squeals of defiance, each elephant was nesaby his rival’s cool-daring. had taken up their residence in the Dl- «lake, passing between two sleeping pers?an' ” 9t“ but overponer-
nrged towards tirie barrier by his two Arms thou shall bate, he screamed, wan.s honSe, the Englishmen wished to Rajputs, so quickly and noiselessly that “ ra “ito -, 
riders. Separated at first by the wall, but whet need is there of a ladder? retum forwith to the caravansary. But ?De who saw him Would most likely For the blood from the Kotwal * hW 
they fought furiously with lnmds, tusks Why not jump? There is sand beneath! ty„ Persian would in no wise per- have rubbed bis eyes and deemed the poured into his eyes, and he struck blind- 
end trunks, while the leading mahout . ,*”>w> .“is, indeed, was spurring Sher m|t jjg sat jate wjtb [hem that even- flitting Vision a mere figment of the ly fiercely. Closer pressed the gang,
encouraged bis mount ; by shrill cries Afghan to higdeath, for the tiger would mg,' amUtrom words which fell now and Imagination. and, at last, he fell to his knees, struck
forcing him to the attack .with a «tael be on him with inconceivable speed ere tben tbe ttt]bj they gathered that Once inside the house he Crouched in down by a matchlock bullet Hell
ankus, or striving to ward off the blows he could recover his feet, ..... while he was even more enamored than the shade Of a pillar, and waited until have felt that his last hour had mm?
of the opposing beast’s, trunk with toe Among those who thronged breathless- ever of bjg wife tbe haughty beauty her- another ghoul joined him In the same Struggling round in order to fare m- 
same instrument. It wee apparent why ly forward to heat all that passed, Roger self was far from being content with her manner. These two were Ttom mur- wards Mecca, he used his waning
there Were two men astride an e’ephant. Sainton hrtened and understood. The ,ot derers by caste, who worshiped *e pick- strength to pick up some dust from the
Each cunning.brute knew t!j«t it was an big Yorktoireman « eyes glowed like live “ghe Intended to be a queen," he algh- »*«» with which they burled their vie- garden path. He poured it over his head 
advantage to get rid of hj adversary e mh, and the ««• on^hls neck bnteed ed once ..and, a,ag kingdom (a too times. Had ratoon or Dante ever heard by way of ablution, strove to rise and 
mahout, tad, Uideed, one ride»’ was km- «MW» Jinw®8,in,ull™ hv «mal! and rude to suit ber testes." of «nek tho abode of harpyJ-ooted furies «new the unequal fight, and sank bark
ed before the fight was long m progress, to end the «««“d toen andJtoere by •‘Why,.then, did you not send her to a°d toe-towmt circle of Inferno would feebly. A spear thrust brought the end,
Rut toe death of toe man so enraged Emperor and s row of Me Bqrdwan, and come here alone in defer- alike have been rendered more horrific by and the man who had dared to rival a
Uis elephant that he aPtong onto the f^' knt a quaint idea eoc# t0 m king-a command?” asked a new demoma» imagery. No man was prince’s love died in the garden to which
wall -ere the second, attendant conte «nddenly gripped bitn, and, • Witoout any Walter. safe from them, none could withstand the nresence of Nur Mahal had lentClimb to his head, and kored, his oppon- hesitation, lierpirt dt in force. use there she would pine in so»- their devjltoh-art. Sainton, whom not a „^e”nd^assi4n
ènt in the Sank with ,siiph "ferocity that Thrusting toe gaper» left and right he ...af^HMe^ I imve^cood hoM that ,we of Thugs could have pulled down in mance and passion, 
the other turned and fled. reached the royal dais, Tahl'nviri» "^nroHiv^-v6 win dlaJnat her the open, was a mere babe in totir clutch Roger, whom toe clash of steel might

■ The two rushed towards thi end of the "If not a ladder, friend,” he said to wf heard èi-ave î™nr« of when he knew not of their presence. have roused from the tomb, stirred un-
enclosure, and tile leading animal chant- Sher Afghan, “whymot à step?” di««md™a“ ®SaJ >ou 1^°todav For these Bends never failed. They easily in his sleep when the first sounds
ed a stont barricade so blindly that it With that, ha, stooped and caught ° ™ ' on^n^him ?”V were professkmal stranglers, with suffloi- of the fight emote his unconscious ears,yielded.before his great hulk. He fell,- hold of the huge-bteck-of black marble. ‘^Tbl^Zfre^it wa^ so'aSa wilt Z ka^wh^ ot ^atomr to dislorote The toot waked him, though not to

«mbs retiussrs zximsrsssiSGa* Ç-Ster*sukt^Jî&wsasas ssrwwaswaRssg; uvs :

two. unfortunate bhois, or attendants, “Hqld back, rood fellows!” he cried 2- badk rtf his intended victim. Sainton slept . -,
had been trodden to death, , cheerily, for Rptope anger never con- n»m?^fthtoadar*.ffWde^ tm\n Content nearer toe veranda, and Ms wide-brimm- Now he waswideawak». It was Nur

•Tahangir nodded hh satisfaction, and tinned when eWfe&e Bared, "May- ed fiat was lylfig on the floor. Through- Mahal, unveiled and robed all m white,
toe riders of the elephants were permit- hap toe Etnperoi .ffeinks the révetis f?'8 ^,<yd„ m toalf* trom mit his- Wanderings- he ever sported a .who stood toert-Wd, Sp*<«q vehrai.
ted te«atktot;:eato. man briquufiveii a Jnffi ■ 5k : -•>« - Sf, ptemelMf neck’s feathers #ud he still re- dptly. ..

bad seen q tosjnpd eagle Pdunce out© an sackful nf pige, while,the ears of the -r .J. N-'r 1 1# Mm tained the curious ornament which-eery- Up ha sprang, and roused Mewta/
antelope and buffet the frightened créa- conquering anima) were decorated with CHASTER XL t ’ L nllTtennWn*^* *7 * ' ed as Wsbrooch. It was »t up now by a with hie mighty grip, The new «mfciture’s head w.to its wings until the claws tails fif the white Tibetan ox, qr yak. ; r i,,-* w.« dnterronted hv moonbeam, and the Thug, whose watch- raging over Sher Afghan’s body
get to work But a combat of elephants As tor too inanimate corççes .of Ae “I do not set ntytifa at a pin’s fee." „ itère fnl eye regarded all things, saw what he jn hia ears, for ggyersl Ka
was s Kmg s amusement, as few age a helpless mahout and bis assistants, they - ' ?; Hamlet, Act L v LJ hLS MnCfromtoe nllaro teok to b* • headlew snake, coiled In had come, too tote, to their mnetev*
monarch could afford the cost orcom- were hnddled onto biers and borne awqy, ... , at,- - -,7 of wme had been sent from toe palace giiataBing fokU and surrounded by airing aa»i»taBce7

®na lQSe tb*’r 1 - * followed- .by some sb£i«k]ng womto, Mortal fear haa-caused many, a man ..tbat cat-footed of gold, pe-wretch, in whose doll brain beaven» lad!” be roared,
such fAshion. whose plaints WSW drowned by the-dm to- run who thought himself unable td vadl cried Jx^er, tnat cat root^S glloynered «pma, aim conception oJP a “hera’a a frav in. full blast and we snor-The broad terrace on Which they stood of trumpets six or seven feet in length walk- It now gave,,a tonle to an iaebri- servitor hath no, forgotten my request, deity, grew back appalled. Here was one • H Ï them. Walter! The ra, 
was flanked by the graceful .buildings pf and a foot wide at the mouth. ate king. Jahaagfc steugglmg to his And it is good liquor, too.” . gnawed by his tuteliry god. the snake, a ”55» « t6em* W*“*W paL"
the zenana. A double Ime of speaf-men It muet not be imagined that toe £tel, obtained a fleeting glimpse of Roger Sher Afghan was very suspicious of tnakB] too, of uncanny semblance, repos- ** nn ,1..- a vieornus
guarded it on three aides, while another spectacle disgusted the English oniook- gain ton’s amazing achievement. He the *lft lVlt‘Lthej'l aPPjmed him of all jng jB a precious shrine. He had never Îîâm nn * *
batch of warriors sürronndèd a, pondrons ers. In an age when men lived by the heard more definitely the crashing that had happened. Though he would before encountered the like. Weird leg- eb®ki”’Nnr vt, 
block of black marble, resting on four sword, when persona! bravery and physl- Jwpof the great stone into the arena not drink he smelt and tasted samples of ends, whispered at night to trackless for- . ,‘Ob, come speedily ! waded Nur Ma-
low supports, which bore the Emperor’s cal hardihood trere the best equipment and his first emotion was one of nro- the wine, whn*, apparently, had not eet8, where he and his ancestors had hal again. I know not what is hap-
chair. This was placed close to the edge a yoiitb could possess, there were no found thankfulness that he aud-several A8*” tampered with in any way.. His their lair, trooped in on him. He quak- penmg, but I.heard my husband s voice
of the battlements, so that bis Majesty fastidioi* notions as to the sacredness 0f bie boon companions hadno”gone bP>w clearH when .h® <^,°^ifleed himself ed, and shrank yet further away, a fierce calling foraid.
could watch" each detail of the sanguin- of human life or the deliberate cruelty with It. 8 that no trick was intended. savage tamed by a mere fossil. They needed ee further bidding,
ary encounters in the arena some twenty involved in such encounters. Bat instantly there came the know!- “* told y°V> he sald*. That Jahan- The sibilant chirp of a grasshopper though their eyes were strangely heavy
feet beneath. The chair was securely They were wondering what would pro- edge that he bad been treated contumely gir’e nature owed something to his line- brought hia-fellow Thug to.hie aide. Gter- and their bodies relaxed. Qfice they were
bound to -the marble block lest it should vide the next act In The drama of blood before all hie court. So bis face alreadv *?e- Mày Allah grant tom wit enough jng eyes and chin thrown forward aufflç- out in toe night air and running towards
topple over in a moment of royal excite-- and death when:» stir towards the rear pallid with terror, became even more “ win roe and others to Ms «de by rea- ed to indicate the cause of this danger the din of voices toe stupor passed. Yet,
ment, and there was standing room on of the platform on which they stood white With aimer and words tremhW son °f his forbearance! signal. No word»-,were needed. . With when they reached Ae main alley, where
toe huge slope to accommodate a dozen caused them to took to teat direction. on bis lips which, Sf uttered, would have With this magnanimous wish on his one accord they, retreated. «qouming Sher Afghan lay dead, they, knew not
privileged spectators, For the rest, the Sainton, by reason of his height, could been the irrevocable signa! for a wild hp8 he_quitted them. They were fated across the veranda and along toe path cd whom to strike nor whom to spare, so
platform extended so far on either hand see over the heads of the crowd. tumult. „ Yet, hidden away to toe brain ®°on to recall hie words in bitterness and the lengthening shadows they regained intermixed were the combatants andthat all could look easily into toe eo- “By the cross of Osmotherly!” he of tote l^ds'trong debauchee there wi2 d«Pair" „ Ja^^r: snbk in. the toeft.r of the cyproesea. eoStteto toe riot of ringing scimitars, of
closure, whilst many a window and bel- cried, “toe mystery is cleared. Here „ latent eence of kingcraft which taught orgy, and twitted by evil associates with ‘Brother, whispered one, they have boaJse gboQt6| 0( aganized appeals for
cony of toe palace permitted toe ladies comes Sher Afghan, closely tended, if b)q, cautioin, and deep down in hie soul the failure of toe afternoons device, was a JfduP* ... . mercy.of the household to take part in toe pro- not » prisoner." Wa* a certato noMlto of characterlvhhto «»*» then devoting himself, with an ah "Who dm)) daro "trika itoero the 4£,a.i quicker Aan they to
(leadings if they were ao minded. When It -was indeed the Person, noble Him- age gnfl the cares. aS a ruler developed in m08t diabolical ingenuity, to a fresh plot j°ngle-god repoees- was the “pomde . jjmtognish between native and native,
toe Englishmen arrived there were al-, seif who now advanced towards Jahan- iafcter years. Hto qdick eyes dtatoVered for their undoing. ' ’ , ,A «uake without e head, ringed and u^nguim Mtween nanveana nauv ,
ready ninny rajahs, omrahs, and other gir, the Emperor having swung hki chair, what Roger had truly dfvined There He limned tbe project fully, but de- shining! Saw one efer toelihe?' _ ^ „ “Mv "hnshand’s men wear white tur-
notabilities standing in groups on toe which was on 4 pivot, to face the pal- was many a powerful noble there ready «dared with scorn that it needed a man Let us escape,^slse we shall be slain. My J1”™1”* n„„„..
terrace. None of these addressed the ace. Sher Afghan's mien waa collected, to esptoro the c^ TSh»%g4n of courage to carry it out, and there wee The troes cwallowed them, and al- ba""’ All toe eteers ara eteangero 
strahgem, bdt muttered w^ds and cov- his dress in good order. Me wàs unarm-, whilst, sm* was te^ awetosntoto to °”» »“<* to hie court. though sought vengefully, they were ^hey needed M Wm .“l^n '
ert looks showed that some event wee ed, and the mace-hearers who marched Sainton’s" almost -saperimtura^feat, it Whereupon, Kutab-ud-din, jus foster- never seen agam by those whose behests l ,hp: 1
toward of which thosé present were cog- behind him might-be merely doing him was more ttom tSly the giant's on- brother, who was noted chiefly for the they had not fulfilled. .... Minutes or a darit torbgn, they hit it, and the

honor- ' dang™ wogM “r^ a mad Btamnede girth oi his paunch, but who, neverthe- passed, until the stout Kutnb-udte.m hid,- -tottte, equal before, soon became one
With eyes for none save Jahangir he Moreover, Jahangir himself was as con- less, had some reputation for personal ing near toe gate with a horde of hire- sided. The presence of Roger alone de-

strode on with firm step. At the proper scions as any ornent teat he had wit- bravery, sprang up from the cushions on lings, grew impatient that bis vice-regal termined the fight Instantly. Kntuh-ud-
Jistance he stopped and bowed deeply, nessed a deed whose memory would en- which he reposed and cried:— throne in Bengal was not assured. 80 die and the Kotwal had assured their

"To hear, to? King’s order is to dure through ages." and the warring in- “Give me As vice-royalty of Bengal be growled an order and strode openly supporters that tee Ferinrhle were dead
obey," he said quietly. "Your Majesty’s finances in his heart sobered him fbr the and I swear by toe beard of the Prophet to the gate, where, In Ac Dmperor’s site hinted, te vagne terme that the loot-
messenger rode, far. Jot I hastened to moment’ to bring you news of Sher Afghan’s name »e demanded of a wakeful sentry infi of the Diwan’s house would not he
Bnrdwan, hut When he reached me I With self-control that was Wholly deatb «« w «lawus.” audience of Sher Afghan. too atrlctiy inquired Into if the “search
turned my horse’s head that moment’ credltabl he held up an authoritative The Emperor paused- It was a high “My master sleeps,” was the answer, for the Thugs were resisted.

Say rather, yon gave orders to your hand. price, but the memory of Nur Mahal • «The matter must wait.” But here was the terrific mass of the
litter carrière'. When last we parted you “Who dares to strike ere toe Emperor beauty rushed on him like a flood, and «It çgnnot wait It concerns thy mas- giant looming through the night, and
had_pleasant company in the palki," re- commands?" he cried, and his strong he sate;— _ tar’s safety. Here te Pir Mnhamtned here was Ms sword sweeping a six-foot
phir5, dikangir. voice stilled toe riefieg waves of agita- ?S*P T0W *nd 1 *aH keep my j^ban Kotwal of Agra A functionary swath in front of him. No man who

Neither my wife nort love indolence, tion as 0» beât»:loWn thé ctostS of boad- , . . .... , akin to a chief of police.) who says that saw him waited for closer proof of his
O King of Kings. We have ridden troubled Waters, ' The conspirators knew .nothing of Thugs are witbiil' We have come existence. Soon the Garden of Hearts iEeiHiSSSS S* — “ JBSwwwiSsWf
Burden/’ * W •' far ? 5m autekïvnSr?dtbto ^y'^nsiderVr^^t^it T^elî who well knew that none could guard husband’s body. She threw herself by

“Your Majesty’s words are more pro- site. Bound to it "were the silken cords sure death, quick and painless ae the against a Thug’s deadly intent Warn- his aide in agnst of tears. .
nitious than a favorable sign ln the which fastened toMtopettel chMr the venom of a robra; in leas degree it in- ing Ms comrades be unbound the door, fte«! she sobbed, ‘they have riam
heavens.” seat itself having PeST crnehed into a duces lethargy, followed by heavy sleep, bat showed discretion in sending mees- Mm! It is my fault, O prince of »“They carry no better augury than the thousand spMnters UddéfneatoT d New, Sher Afghan’s doubte bf toe engere to arouse Sher Afghan. Kutob- Wtot evil fate made thee wed me,St r
hour of your arrival, for, in very truth, He turned towards Roger- though a Emperor’s wipe were justified to this ud-din, thinking the Persian and toe Afghan? I vow to. Allah, thougn
I feared you might be tardy; I owè cruel despot, Jahangir wa/a sportsman- extent, Aat it had been slightly tinctur- Englishmen had been killed half an could not love thee living. I shall mourn
these strangers from beyond the black “Did it fall on toe tiger8’ be asked. ed with dhatura, in toe belief that Mow hour earlier, deceived toe guard still fur- thee dead. Jahangir, if toon hast don
waters some slight debt in my .illustrious The big man pretended to scan toe br«7 and Sainton would dnnk heavily ther by Ms earnestness. Giving direc- this thing, bitterly shalt toon roe it. Oh,
father’s behalf. Certain monies shall be arena. during toe midday meal, and time be tiens that some should watch the walla my husband, Aon art fallen because of
paid teem, hot first I have discharged “As the bsast is nowhere else to be rendered slow of thought and sluggish in without, while others searched every an unworthy woman!"
a promise of the great Akbar’s to enter- seen I doubt not he is on toe right side a,cti?n when pnt to the test by the Per- inch of The gardens, he, followed by a If waa with difficulty that Walter 
tarn ,them. , of the stone, your Majesty," he answer- «lane encounter with the tiger. Sneh strong posse, went rapidly towards Ae could persuade her to leave the corpse of

H? waved a jeweled hand towards $d. drugs, thwarted by the unforeseen, oft bou8e. Almost the first person he en- the dead hero. Tears choked her voice,
Mowbray and Sainton, and the Persian “Why did you not warn me of your baTe e**c»y tbe opposite effects to those countered was Sher Afghan Mmeelf. The and her self-reproach was heartrending.

, wmlS7it I1.®6’ But Jab- Intent? I would have given a lakh of intended. Their state of rude health, yonBg nobleman, awakened from sound inasmuch as it was quite undeserved.sBs-
sll"ab’robnSîrill"i'ctoll V rar""'h“iiiF ™»,r tben r,t,H th.ft f.cnl- 1e ,bbr' h, rarf "Why

HS$«S=Sltt ■sa’sStesàs æSa.’sAïw?»
a ere,tBebe,l ti„r, maddebed b^boara oal, oaa'aach maa amoag loa, aaarâle." positbm for the haadredth time, and -Von ’™?W,JftüJSîbttV’dS .T’! Sfti2jYldum5^iaal<’ “*im,a ’ 
of torture, sprang into the centre of the The big man’s humor was mordant, than unconsciously span another atrand words one who thought to do thee a all that had taken place,
arena, the broken barrier having been but the excited throng chose to Ignore in the spider's wed of fata, for Jahangir, service. Piece by piece, the tangle resolved it- rhastily repaired with strong hurdieg. The the implied disparagement, and a mur- shorn fortune so aided, might have spent “I am better without any service Aon aelf. At first, the references of the I,
lissome beast, whose striped skin shone mur of applause told the Emperor that Ms life in vain conjecture, ere he guessed canst render. Be off, dog, and tell thy watchman at the gate, supported by
like cloth of gold and brown -velvet in in curbing his wrath he bad acted with the circumstance which in part defeated tales to some old woman who fears tain wounded prisoners who gave testi-
the rays of the declining sun, stood for exceeding wisdom. Ms malice. them.” mony to toe presence of Thugs in the
a little while lashing his sides in fnrv “You are right," be said Slowly. “I While toe two talked the glorious moon Beside himself with anger and hum»- garden, were puzzling. But a Rajput,
with his tail until he caught the scent of am much beholden to you, and that is of India late risen, sailed slowly across iatton, Kutub-nd-dln raised Ms sword who knew the ways of these human
blood. Then he crouched, and began to more than «orne kings would say who toe blue are of the heaven, and garbed threateningly. It was enough. Sher Af- gnomes, found a smear of oil and dust
stalk, he cared not wnat. The ar was had been flung headlong to the ground, all things in silver and black. Tee air ghan, seeing naught hut some new pal- against the wail of the sahib’» bedroom.

But see,” he added, Making a brave was cMll, but these hardy Britons were ace treachery In this untimely visit, drew and even traced their tracks, to some
show of nonchalance as he faced the warmly clad, and they preferred the cold a dagger and sprang at his nn wieldly extent, by similar marks on the Boor,
crowd and W»ved a hauchty hand to- majesty of nature’» own lamp to the opponent with tee tlger-like ferocity for
wards the west, “BiS 86ur of evening evil smelling oil and smoky wicke which, which he was famous. Kutob-nd-din en­

deavored to strike, but, ere his blow fei, 
he was ripped so terribly that his l„,w' 
els gushed forth. Here was no v 
royalty for him, only tbe barren kin-j,,,,,' 
of the grave.

CHAPTER X—Continued.
Having some, trick of versification, _ he 

gave the words a turn towards a Persian 
couplet. There was a rustle of gratified 

among the audience, few of 
of Walters profici- “Avenge me!” he yelled, as ho f„i , 

agony, for your would-be slayer i. 
resentful of his own weapons i, 
turned against him. ”

Pir Muhammed Khan, an CSI 
Kashmiri, seeing his own advamvmvut 
made all the more certain hv rea<,in uf 
the failure of the Emperor's f, 
brother—thinking, too, tbat Sher Af..-,.'. 
might be taken at a disadvantage ■*„ ’, 
be looked down on his prostrate r

surprise
whom were aware 
eocy in the courtly language of tUndu-

Jahangir, smilingly acidly, bent for-
“I sent for a merchant,” he said, “but

S°1 tr/p/XIce rabVrme to combine 
toe two, yoor Majesty.” "

The Emperor, without any hesitation,
*D“Yon<î<are modest, withal. The hist 
time we met I discovered in you other 
qualities, whUst your words savored 
more of the battlefield than of the

“I have not seen your Majesty before,” 
said Walter, boldly, for he could in no 
wise guess what Hne Jahangir intended 
to take with him, end he was not pre­
pared for this open allusion to toe strug- 
gk at the gate of the Diwan’s garden.

The King’s face exhibited some amaze­
ment, as well it might. Be significantly 
touched his right forearm. Which was 
closely wrapped in black silk- , -

“My eyes and ears may have deceived 
me,” he cried, “hut I have that here 
which bears witness against thee."

“Your Majesty is good enough to Bl­
indé to a slight dispute Which involved 
Prince Jahangir and* .another. It did 
not concern me. and I was foolish to 
take part in it, but I maintain that bad 
I encountered tbe Emperor on that oc­
casion I wonid have behaved very dif­
ferently.”

Dora Geronimo, who lost’80 word of 
the interview, seemed fd be displeased 
by Mowbray’s adroit distinction between 
the occupant of the throne and « prince 
of thç royal blood. He leaned over and 
whispered Something, but Jahangir paid 
little heed to Mm.

“Then, you think a monarch should 
have no memory ?” he asked, looking fix-
ed‘7Not sof^Be should remember his 
friends end forget his enemies.”

“And how shall l class thee and toy 
comrade?”trust that your Majesty will con­
tinue to show ns the favor manifested by 
yoor royal father.” *

Jahangir laughed. ”

sihle. ,
“As well die here as a mile away," 

was Roger’s quiet comment. “We have 
breakfasted, we have dined, and a fight 
js toward. What more can a man want? 
Out with your hanger, Walter, when 
Jahangir so much as opes his mouth to 
speak crossly. We shall give Mm a feaet 
of steel, with first, second, and third 
courses al) alike. There shall be much 
carving, yet none will tarry to eat. Gad! 
this talking makes me thirsty, and, if I 
am fated to fall today, their blades may 
as well let out some good liquor. Fall 
to, » led! We may not have another 
chance,"

He seized a bottle of Alieant and 
poured out two generous measures. Mow- 
bray_lifted a teukard and çtied;— 

“Here’s to Old England and Nellie 
Roe, Jf I never See cither again!”

“Asia here’s to toe day when I - Set 
foot oh toe heather once more! ’ was 
Sainton’s sturdy rejoinder. It was m 
such spirit that they followed toe cham­
berlain when he reappeared,

They had no opportunity of convers­
ing again with toe bhisti. Whatever good 
cause inspired his mysterious message 
they were now on the verge of enlighten­
ment; so Walter called the poor fellow 
towards him and openly presented him. 
with some rupees, saying:— 7 

“He that refreshes the’ thirsty earth 
and causes the flowers to grow is am­
ong toe m»»t deserving of mortals.

The man shifted Ms water-bag 
ily;

“Salaam, sahib,” he said. “May your 
years be numbered as the pice in these 
coin»!”

Now, there are sixty-four pice in a 
rupee, so the bhisti’s wish had oof an 
uncheerful ring in their ears as toey 
followed their guide across the garden 
and thence to a new part of toe palace 
grounds. They were conducted to an 
extensive stone platform, built level with 
the fortifications gt-a point where toe 
outer igatls -very laved by toe river

t
leaped forward and dealt tl«. i\ 
heavy stroke on the head with 
itar,
him oh the s

So Nur Mnh.il was told 
would adopt her counsel, a
wonderful to see how a worn 
hour of distress amf dangei 
her will on every man she e 

- It was Nnr Mahal who inst 
tain servants of her father's t< 
embalming of her husband’s 
its safe conveyance to Burdw 
she who sent couriers to sta 
van of the Feringliis on a false 
to Delhi. It was she who a 
details of the first march, 
nothing, but correcting even 
experienced of Sher Afghan 
ants when he declared impôt 
which she sate was possible. 

And finally, it was Nur M 
last look at the face of

lire&

after a
she revered more in death ti 
rode out again iuto tlie dark 
the Garden of Heart’s Deli 
this time, Walter Mowbray 
Sainton rode with her, and t 
as it happened, held the futui 
in the hollow of their bands.

uneaa-

must

CHAPTER XII.

“Who ever loved that loved u
sight?"
—Marlowe, “Hero and

Of all the perils encountered 
Mowbray since he left liis 
Wensleydale, there was none 
able, and therefore none so 
the daily companionship of N 
She used no wiles, practised 
her subtle mesmerism was t 
power of the lodestone. At 1 
never was woman more reiirit 
bray and Sainton were seld< 
from her side; nevertheless, 
only when the exigencies of ti 
demanded a few simple words, 
rpr of Sher Afghan’s death i 
weight on her heart, and he 
vivacity was almost wholly eel 
her face would kindle with a 
when acknowledging some ti 
and the fragrance of her prese 
be likened to -the scent of r 
garden by night. It was thei 
itlg -the very*-»», whilst it»- i 
mained invisible. Though she 
during many weary hours, and 
out a mitranr hardships und 
her more robust waiting won 
one by one. mit» five out of e 
perforce left to recuperate i: 
small towns passed on the 
never lost that wondrous sen 
liehtfnl feminity which const! 
chief attraction and her most i 
allurement.

Ill guifiing, counselling, c< 
her intellect was crystal ice, hi 
man render her a service, let 
her to dismount or bring her 
water, and, with the touch of 
the flash of her deep violet < 
thrilled him to the core. It wa 
that Walter should be her ; 
cavalier on mauy such occusim 
greatly to be regretted in the 
of Nellie Roe, whose saucy 1 
and golden locks were too far 
deaden completely the. effect 
Mahal’s bewitching personal» 
troth to tell, England had a s 
shadowy aspect in those day 
three years of sojourn in the E 
were Mowbray and his faithful 
ion no better off than when 1 
along the North Road into Lo 
fair summer’s afternoon to 
fortunes. Then they had thei 
some equipment, 
their pockets, 
worse in this semi-barbarons • 
they themselves were fugitives 
spleen of a vengeful tyrant!

Not even Roger was proof ag 
magic of Nur Mahal’s smiles, 
close of the third march, wh 
leg-weary horses were unable 
tbe hamlet 
goal of the 
tope of trees, lit fires, and proc 
make themselves as comfortabl 
cumstauces permitted until tin 
Nnr Mahal, having taken leave 
with her accustomed grace, res 
small tent which was carried b 
animal. Mowbray and Saintoi 
saddles piled near a fire, an 
showed tlie trend of his thoughts 
ing:

«It is strange,” ûe said slowly, ‘‘but ( JHg?0a; 
you have read tttiF intention. I am told 
that Abe renowned Akjrçr had ij W ““d 
to give you an exhibition 
jsports which he loved. Faithful to his 
wishes in every respect as I am, I have 
brought you hither today for that same 
purpose. I have ordered a steward to 
wait on you. After toe-inMday meal he 
will conduct you to the tampsha-gab,* 
where I will meet yoq. Farewell. God 

' is great!” >
“May His brightness shine forth!” 

chanted the Mahomedan» présent, and, 
ere Mowbray and Sainton we» under-1 
stood the King’s desire, Jahangir had 
vanished and they were confronted by a- 
bowing chamberlain; who besought them 
to aecompsùy him to a guest-room; < "j

Here, an excellent meat was served.
On the table were several flagens of 
various wipes. Though they ApeW. pot 
what was m store for them, and the 
Emperors manner was as. inscrutable as 
his words, they fully believed that he 
did • not mean them to. he poistmed on 
that occasion, so they ate heartily, not­
withstanding Roger's earlier precaution 
in toe matter of breakfast But the 
wine, though its novelty was tempting,« 
they spared. They knew its effects m 
that climate, and until they were far 
removed from Agra it behooved them to 
keep eye undimmed and blood free from, 
fever,

The less they drank -toe more toe 
steward pressed toe wine upon them, 
until Roger, whom toe sight of toe. flag­
ons tried sorely, bade the man, if he 
were minded to betruly hospitable, send 
toe liquor to thMf abode, where they 
would endeavor to do it justice. ’

“If your Honor 
already partaken 
behest," said the

Exactly in front «•' jnd below toe plat­
form, however, e -tut re enclosed court, 
or arena, was reclaimed from the bed of 
toe stream. The preparations in pro­
gress there, no less than the presence of 
several elephants in battle gear, hunting 
leopards in leash, antelopes trained for 
fighting, buffaloes whose tremendous 
horns were tipped with latiee points, and 
many, other animals, including even the 
ungainly rhinoceros, showed, what man­
ner of sport was forthcoming. Notwith­
standing the precarious condition of their 
own fortunes, both Mowbray and Sain­
ton regarded toe scene with curious 
eyes. They had, of conree, during their 

witnessed the 
,spring of toe chitah* onto the 
f a flying deer; they had chased 

nilgau, tlie fierce 
i horseback : they

bar had it ?» mind 
ibition of certain

eyes, They naq, ot « 
three years’ sojourn 
fierce 
back of a 
wild boar and even 
blue cow of -India, on

Iputs

I
i

wijl say that you have 
of it I shall obey your, 
other with alacrity. ' 

“That will he only toe bare truth," 
was toe astonished reply, for they had 
each tasted a small quantity and found 
it excellent, there being Canary, Alieant, 
Malaga, and the famed product of 
Oporto on toe board-

"’Ware hawk, Roger,” interposed 
Walter. "Unless I mistake me greatly 
we are being screwed up to undergo 
some ordeal. Jahangir said naught of 
paying us. I dislike his civility."

“Gad! if this honest fellow-keeps his 
word and conveys toe bolt teeth toe Di- 
wan’s house, I shall change my ’ mind 
anent the chuck, ere midnight. What flea 
bath bitten thee now, Waiter? The 
King hath dealt with us right royally,; 
and you and he seemed to oil each other 
with smooth words,” . .

■T cannot forego my suspicions. They 
are useless, I admit. We have thrust 
our heads into the jaws of the lion, and 
oau > scarce complain if he snaps them

“Let ns rather resolve to give Mm toe

be. aught amiss. Trust to me to clear 
a path. For each one in toe crowd who 
draws for toe King there will be an­
other ready to draw ag.arast Mm should 
they .«ee a chance of success/* _

They spoke in Eng»*. Their native 
attendant seeing that they had finished 
their meal, begged to be «Rowed to de­
part for a little while. When all Was 
ready he would come and bring them to 
tee tamasha-gah. They were seated m 
a beautiful apartment, with frescoed 
waRs, mosaic floor, and arched Moorish 
roof composed of colored tiles. On one 

«"-aide it opened into a garden. The pal­
ace, unlike moat’ kingly residences, was 
not one vast building, ont was made up 
of a aeries of exquisitely proportioned 
halls ot small private abodes, sometimes 
connected by covered ways, hut often 
Standing quit? apart, and always sur­
rounded by a wealth of flowers and foli­
age peculiarly grateful to eyee wearied by 
the glare of the sus reflected from white
^industriously watering the plants was 
a sturdy bhisti, or water-carrier. His 
goatskin bag seemed to be inexhaustible. 
He had been traversing the garden paths 
throughout thé whele time they were 
eating. No sooner were toey alone in 
the room than he rah close to toe plinth 
and began to 4eluge toe rose-bushes in 
good earnest. -

“Protector of the poor!” he murmured 
to Walter, “stay not here. Go away 
quickly, to God’s nam?!” .

Considerably startled by thé man s 
•words, wMeh chimed ho strange­
ly with his own forebodings, Mowbray 
bent towards Mm.

m

!
;

and a few c 
Their case

r
r

nizant. g»
Roger eyed toe strength of the guard 

and" smiled. He laughed outright when 
he nudged Walter to note the manner 
in which even the royal chair was pro­
tected.

“Jaban 
afraid of

ï! of Mairipura, the 
Ugüt, they camped? gir either plans mischief or is 

„. ._ . it,” he said, “He hath.mar­
shaled « small army to protect him m 
his owii house-" .... .. . .

Walter straightway took the buU by 
toe horns in addressing a question to one 
who stood near and with wKom he had 
a slight acquaintance; . >

“Is display of force usual within toe 
palace?” he asked. . _

The other shrugged . Ms shoulders. - . , 
"They talk of « fierce tiger being let 

loose,” he munriured. “One never knows 
what‘may happen.”

He vouchsafed no further information. 
Indeed, at that moment, Jahangir put 
in an appearance. His swarthy face 
was flushed and there was an evil glint 
in hi» close set eyes. Evidently he had 
been imbibing Hquor forbidden by the 
iProphet. Accompanied by a few young 
noblemen whose appearance betokened 
toe force of kingly example, he strode 
toward his chair without paying toe 
slightest attention to toe respectful — 
learns of toe crowd. - ;'- 

“Brink Ae sheep first,” be grunted. 
“We shall deal with tee pigs later.”

This obscure joke was greeted with

"
6
l
,

Is it in your mind, Walter, 
long in Burdwan after we have 
my lady thither?”

“How can I answer? We a] 
degree removed from beggars, 
gives ns the wherewithal to 
speedily to Calcutta, why shout 
main at Burdwan?”

“You parry oue question wit 
er, I may be much mistake! 
doubt if my lady sought our ei 
the eake of the journey.”

Mowbray, who was striving to 
a rusted bit, looked sharply at 
comrade, whose broad red face, 
on his hands, was clearly reve 
the dancing flames.

“Out with it, Roger,” he cried, 
hast) not been so chary of thy 
many a year.”:

“Well, to be plain,” said the; < 
think yon bonny head is well 
wi’ brains. Here is a land wb 
wedded to a good sword, can 
way. Were you and she marrii 
jump not in that fashion, like a 
a hook, else I may deem the 
thrown—were you and she mi 
eay, she is just a likely sort of < 
carve out a kingdom for hersel 

\ you have Mahmouds. Rajputs, 
stauis, Bengalis, and the Lon 
what hotch-potch of warring fo 
at variance with the other, and 
cd against a galling yoke such 
fairly be expected from Jahangir 
man, were you lord of Burdwan i 
band of Nur Mahal, you mig 
through India like a red-liot 
through a tub of butter.”

Mowbray breathed -hard on the

-

sa^

shoota of laughter.
"Karamail KaramatL”* »■ the ex­

clamation. for every Mohamedan there 
had laid to heart the Persian proverb:—
“Should the King eey that it is night at 

noon.
Be sore to cry: ‘Behold, I aee the 

moon!’ ”
Yet Mowbray, alert to discern the 

slightest strawtwist on the swirl of the 
current, thought that some of the older 
man glanced askance at each other, 
which pnzaled him, as he knew quite well 
that the death of a Feringhi was of little 
account to an Asiatic.

The “sheep” alluded to by Jahangir 
were veritable carcases of those animate 
«dung from oolea by the feet tied in a 
bunch. They were carried by servants 
onto toe terrace itself, and forthwith a 
few athletic youths created some excite­
ment by endeavoring, in-the first place, 
to cut through toe four feet at one blow, 
an 6, secondly, to divide the body in, the

and even

m

cer-

V
“Who bade thee give me tMs mess­

age ?" be asked, knowing full well that 
such a menial would never dare to apeak 
on his own authority.

“One who wishes thee well, aahih—my
Urena, or sport-ground.

;

•Leopard.
•“Wonderful! Wonderful!” •An amulet.
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