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’I‘he public servant has waited long
and patiently for a proper recognition,
and in the appointment, though only
an acting one, of Mr. LeMessurief to
‘the head of _the Postal-Telegraph
service, the faint glimmerings of the
day of emancipation are seen, and in

the address presented to him by the:

Postal, officials, the hope is theirs that
the appointment may be'a permanent
one,

o often has political pull been al-
lowed to triumph over merit and long
service in all departments of .the Gov-
ernment, that the address seemed :to
me to'be a thankful outburst that at
last experience and faithful' service
have come into their own. The Post-
al Service has always provided a place
for political friends who have come in
and been put over the long-service
men, and who have had to learn the
routine of the work from their in-
feriors. Against this the Postmaster-
General has been’ powerless. The
matter of rsuitable ' appointments,
which should have been his affair, was
always arranged from the Executive
Chamber, and it was almost useless
for him tolprotest. - The service un-
doubtedly suffers from this, and it is
proven from the recommendation
made by. the Canadian expert in
Postal matters who inspected the De-
partment a few years ago, that the
service would be more efficient if' sev-
eral employees were provided with
jobs elsewhere. The Government
were not brave enough to do this and
risk the anger of political friends,
and so it remains. And while abso-
lute strangers to the work are given
positions over those whose experience
entitles them to these- posjtions, effi-
ciency cannot be the watchword of the
Postal-Telegraph Seryvice.-In no other
Department of ‘the Public Service does
there need to be 'such regularity,such
clock-work accuracy, and anything
that disturbs this regularity - should
never be allowed. Just take a sim-
ple instance. If 1 post a letter in the
morning, I expect that that letter will
be delivered to the address in the
afternoon. But it is not always so.
If the addressee has, or is connected
with a concern that has, a letter-box,

iat one of the stations on the line; i

. Sir Robert Bond’s manltesto prom-
lised, I think, that the office of Post-
‘master-General should be made a De-
-partmental one, carrying with it a
{Seat in the Hxecutive. This certain-
ily would improve matters, as . the
{Head of the Department would sure-
ly fight against political expediency
impairing the efficiency of the Postal
Service. If this were done, Mr. Le-
iMessurier would become the perman-
‘ent deputy-head, and first official of
the service. This s not likely to
happen under the present Government
it we are to believe the rumours of
the: hopes of at léast two prominent
members of that body.

AN INSTANCE.

1 know of one instance, the record
of one official, the recital of whose
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adventures in - the Postal Service |

would make entertaining reading were
it not for the injustice which stalks
ever through the story. The small-
ness of the Government’s reasoning is
astonishing, as for instance, the re-
ply of the then Colonial Secretary
that it could not be better for the of-
ficial while one of his relatives had
'so much to say about politics! As if
any one was responsible for the ac-
tions of his relatives!

Another instanee of irregularity, if
not slackness, is ‘seen in the reecent
case in which a girl took a mail bag |

understand that the bag was thrown
off the train with some others oppo-
site the post office building, the mail-
man coming back when the train had |
stopped to put the bags in the post
office. Whether the bags were count-
ed then or not, the fact remains that
not till the mail matter was found
missing, was the bag found to be gone.
The girl had evidently found-the bag

and’ taken it Now surely we want
our mails to be *taken care of better |
than that. We should be able to have |
the fullest confidence ‘in the propcr]
carriage of our mails. l
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WHO DID IT?

the letter may be put in that box and
remain there undelivered till the next |
time the box is cleared. Town = de- |
liveries should be distinct from for- |
eign mails, especially when the lat-

desire for a separate election, and is t

ter-arrive with such irregularity.

Committee in bringing the question
up. However, the truth of the: mat-:
ter is this, that the apparent’ lngllf-
ference shown in thé small vote-was
really a premeditated indifference, but |’
it serves mo good purvose at present
to go into the matter.
may read,

He gvho runs

MISSING.

How weary it must be to wake-each

morning hoping for news, and to go to
bed still unsgatisfied, hoping for some-
thing on the morrow.
of our missing lads is the greatest
and .saddest burden the mothers and

The problem

fathers have to bhear now. Hope has

i been deferred so long that the heart
has almost become sigk, but “no news;

s good news” and there is still room

for hope that many of our “missing”
will yet be found, and alive.

»

Tq the number of “missing” is now

faddéd the crew of the motor boat “H.
{ V" Morris” who, pufsuifig’'a peacefnl

oyage to St. John s from Trinity two

weeks ago to- (.ay, have unaccountably
disappeared. Mr. Orlando Morris, son
of the venerable Joseph Morris, and
prominent in chufch and commercial |
| life in Trinity, was the skipper. He is l
Some weeks before the recent Ward | married and 'has two children. . The
referendum I pointed out that the cost i boat is named after his three-year-old
of the election lay at the door of the !son, Harry Victor. ' His brother,
Civic Commission, as it, certainly ; Stephen Morris, was killed ‘“Some- ;
does. The importance of the sub-|where in France” just two
ject is manifest by Mayor Gosling’s  2go, which makes the anxiety greater |
: On board |
surely the warrant of the Citizens’ also were Robert Guy whose  family I 5, short while,

o his father and mother.

J

ik adbivs EFFERVESCENT uit MuQ | vt wisit to' St. John's;

‘singing at a théatre at Malta, and,
.thinking that she ‘would be successful,

‘ty’s; took ‘her to Covent Gardén, which

jed: but last wmm and w ‘ «m ma

a young lad who %ﬁtpped as cook; and
Edmund ‘Charles ‘Hiscock, a boy of 14
who was com;ng to St. John's to see
‘his " maternal zrgnamother, “Mrs.
‘Moore.. Mrs. Mdore Has already pus-
ed through the fire of sorrow as- she

Trinity Bay disaster of 1892. . How
can we love the sea and the wind
‘when they can be so cruel!

The gloom of anxiety has rested
‘over THnlty for two weeks, but still
‘there are hopeful ones who believe
that “there ia always Hope from the
‘ocean,” and {hdeed on heverdl occa-
sions have vessels dnd crews return-
ed after many days and many months,
The storm of two weeks ago might
have taken the vessel out to dea and
in the track of some salling vessel or
steamer. May it be so, and may we
hear shortly ‘that all are safe and
well,

Luck in a Mistale.

Vhen the Famous Slnger Albanl First
Went to, London.

The curious: story of Mme. Albani’s
first- London engagement is as " fol-
lows:  Colonel Mapleson heard of her

he made her an offer through an
agent of a contract to sing in Her
Majesty’s Theatre, She agreed to it
and went to London, but on 'arriving
there she'told the cabman to drive her
to the Italian opera house.

He, instead of going to Her Majes-

was also devoted to Italian opera. She
was shown' up to the manager’s office
and stated that she had come to sign
the contract which Mr. Mapleson had
cffered ‘hér.

Mr; Gye, thinking to play a joke on
his rival, Mapleson, made out a con-
tract, and ‘Albani signed it." Mr. Gye
then told her that he was not Colonel
Mapleson, but that he could do much
better by her. He offered to tear up
the contract if she liked, hut told her
that Nilsson ‘was singing at Her Ma-
jesty's and would brook no rival.
Albani decided to let the contract
stand and thus became one ‘of the
stars of Covent “Garden, eventually

1 minster Gazette.

| informed that the Norwegian steamers

marrying the son of Mr. Gyél2West~

NORWEGIAN STEAMERS.—We are

Jacobsen and Njord will not prose-
cute the sealfishery: next spring, as
had been stated previously.

months |

THUNDER AND LIGHTNING.—
This morning early heavy rain show-
ers, accompanied b'y thunder and light-
ning, raged in the city, but only lasted

‘Locke, |

lost her’ hnaha.nd and two sons in the

‘French -on the Doiran front, eastward

‘French shortly to gtrike up along that

fon this front for the Allies will have

‘ awﬁxﬁ
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A week stranqely devoid of any of
the large develo] meum to which we
Have  become accustonied allows us
leisure to exaniine the merits of the
position of each of the fronts, instead
of chronicling achievements. For it
is 1ikely that the coming woeks Will
'8ee events on every side :éach oné of
which would deserve elaborate treat-
ment. ‘Since our last review there
‘Ha8 been little to report from any
theatre except Macedonia, which, as
it is also the most interesting for the
present, has a double claim to be con-
gldered first.

There can now be no doubt that
General Sarrall at lagt means busi-
riess, He has a fine army at his com-
mand and the assistince indirectly of
Russia’ and: Roumania, but the task
that lies before him is arduous and
may' prove tedious, The Bulgarians
oppoge him in great force and they
have had ample time to reinforce with
all the alde of modern engineering,

the mountainous terrain affords tham.
Nevertheless, they are: being driven
back and their hold is loosened. - The
chief  honours to date rest with the
Serbians and British, before Monastir
and on the Struma respectively.

The Allied front is not continuous.
TheeItalians in: Albania are isolated
from the rest, and are for the pres-
ent a sort of flying left wing. The
wing proper is where the Serbians arc
fighting stubbornly and with success
for Monastir. They have reentered
their own'country-and-the capture of
Kenali is a big and important step-to-
wards that of Monastir, which is the
pivot of the Bulgarian right, and in
a sense of their whole line. -“If- it
falls to the Serbians they ought to be
able to turn the enemy’'s flanks in
such fashion that an advance by the

of this“era, would be practicable. At
present they are making no attempt
at this, evidently because the Bul-
gagians, knowing the importance of
the Vardar valley, have guarded it
too strongly. The British, however,
still further to the East, have crossed
the Struma and appear to be driving
the Bulgarians before them. Nevolien,
which they have taken, is near Seres
and south of Demirhissar. With the
exception of the Serbian offensive, the
operations in Macedonia have hitherto
been merely in the nature of tentative
advances to feel out the enemy's
strength, but the serious work seems
now to have begun. The British will
probably turn north, along the valley
of the Struma, and we may expect the

of thé Vardar in concert. In fact, the
whole front may soon be in movement,
necesgsitating a concentration' by the
Bulgarians that is greater than they
can afford.” A big victory anywhere

great - effect, for the Bulgarians must
undoubtedly be relying upon the great

1 grg:—.axaxﬁméxa
By OBSBQER'

“fence and reinforced by the®Russians,

gkill and strong natural defiles that’

‘would be certain to spread to all the
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en, they would be unable fo stem the
avalanche that would pour through
the breach.
~ There is a certain amount of mys-
‘tery about the situation of Roumania.
Her accession to the Allies' cause,
‘bringing rly - ‘million fresh troops
and at least two new. battlefronts, has
not yet shown anything like the ef-
feat it might have been expected to
have, for the reason that the Germans
have thrown great reinforcements in-
touhls ared. More than that,; they
%’ ah expedition in great force into
Dobrudja, Jed by the’redoubtable Von
Mscken!e'n, which at one time seemed
to hiold out a serious threat to Bucha-

situation well in hand. Falling back
to the first practicable 1line of de-

they .held the invaders and seem now
to be -holding them in a temporary
deadlock. Undoubtedly a great Rus-
sian army is scheduled to advance up-

Bulgaria from this very region,
and when it does we shall see Macken-
sen's army retire precipitately. Mean-
while, the Roumanians have gonhe
steadily on with what they evidently
consider the majer -operatidns; in
Transylvania. Here and there' we
hear of their being forged back, ' but
they have established a line that the
Austrians are compelled to hold with
full force. An instance of the Rou-

But the Roumanians have ' the d
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good deal of activity of late near Ar-
ras. If the Somme drive progresses
much more, an advance from Arras,
the northern end of the great saliemt,
might 'be quite practicable.,

Finally, the resumption of the Ras-
sian offemsive in ' Armenia is impoft-
ant. It may well mark the initiation
of the great twofold drive upon -Con=
stantinople, and apart from that will
have its effect in keeping an increas-

manian’s fighting powers was seen
some days ago, when they immediate-
1y retook the Vulcan Pass after the
Germans had established themselves |
there in what their communique de-
scéribed as an impregnable position.
This campaign of the Roumanians
seems to be designed to affect rather
the Austrian than the Balkan situa-
tion, and should probably be read
with Brusiloff’s movements in Galicia. |

There the Russians claim a further |
gain near Brzezany, in  their drive |
upon Lemberg, though Berlin counter-
claims their repulse in the direction
of Brody. The truth of the whole
situation appears to be that Hinden- |
burg has effected a considerable trans- !
ference of men from West to East, and ;
the Russians are making much great-
er resistance than formerly. But we
shall see this in a short time react
upon the West front, to which, if the
Allies continue their advance much
further, Hindenburg will be .compell-
ed to recall very many troops. This
is the working out of the Allies’ grand
strategy, in the light of which they
can afford to ignore a few local set-
backs.

For the moment, then, the  West
front is, strangely enough, the' most
mobile and the key to the whole situa-
tion. The- French are obviously pre-
paring for the reduction of Peronne
and the British aim at: Bapaume. At
either place 'success would have . a
great and instantaneous effect which

Kastern fronts through the redistribu-
tion of men made necessary to the
Central Empires. It is ' to be noted,

strength of their first line, which tak-

incidentally;- that there has -been a

ing number of Turks busy. As evehts
succeed one another, the grand plan
of the Allies unfolds itself, but the
world is yet a good deal in the dark
as to its exact nature and scope.

Here and There.

SUCCESS BACK,—The schr. Suc-
cess, 43 days from Bahia, reached port
this morning in = ballast  to .J&si
Baird, Ltd. e

%

BOWRING’S SHIPS.—The S.S Pé'xt-
tia left Grand Bank at 7.40 a.m. §-~
day, due to-morrow night. The S;S.
Prospero left King’s Cove early this
morning, going north.

COMING NUPTIALS.—The marri-
age of Mr. Joseph Courtenay, harbér,
and Miss Hilda; daughter of Sergt. :N.

‘Neary, of the Central Fire Hall, takes

place on Monday afternoon at " the
Chapel of Our Lady of Good Counsel.
ASSAULT CASES.—The attention-of
the Magistrate’s Court was occupied
all this forenoon in the hearing of a
series of assault cases. One of them
was preferred against g young mnian
who took certain liberties with .3
young woman whom he never saw he-
fore. " His Honor, Judgé. Morris, held
that whilst a formal introduction was
not absolutely necessary, tg‘e conduct
of the defendant did not tend to stimy-
late the moral uplifting of the city
and a fine of $5 or 14 days was -dim-
posed. g
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