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THE BIG CONTROVERSY^

Mr Meredith'» tout Letter la Arrhbl.be» 
Cleary.

My Lord Archbishop.
I hare the honor to acknowledge the 

receipt "of your letter of the 29th ultimo. 
I do not think a diecusaion of the merits 
or démérita of my letters, as containing 
or not containing argumente relevant to 
the aubject of our correspondence, would 
be of interest to the publie, who moat 
themaelvea judge ae to that from what ie 
aaid, rather than from opinions expressed 
by either petty to the controversy, end 
Ido not therefore follow you in that 
diocoaetoû further than to euggeet that 
where ah accusation is made against a 
publie man of intolerance and bigotry, it 
is not irrelevant to inquire what manner 
of man hia accuser ia. My esse on this 
point ia unanswered, except where you 
go ont of your way to repeat your oppro
brious epithets towards those who are 
connected with, the Equal Rights move
ment", and by the repetition of them 
show your deal re to fasten the charge of 
ferooioua bigotry upon the leader of Jhe 
movement.

I did not overlook the statement yon 
quote from your letter of the 22ed ult., 
nor do I fail now to observe the disin
genuous way in which you for the 
second time evade a direct answer to 
the qneation whether you approve or 
disapprove of. the position taken in the 
quotation I made from the article in 
tiie Canadian Freeman. You muet have 
s not very high estimate of the intelli
gence of your fellow citizens when you 
apeak of the request that you should give 
that auawer aa a “reiterated demand on 
you to muzzle the presa.” Surely it 
werfe the part of a courageous if not a 
candid man that you should give the 
•newer, but you dare not give it, be
cause the only answer you could now give 
would convict you of making a fuunda- 
tionlesa charge against me. I say the only 
•newer you could give, because I venture 
to thin* that even you dare not now en
dorse the position that both the politi
cal parlies of this country are mere fac
tions whose quarrels are to be utilized 
for the purpose of a compact minority 
(holding the balance of power between 
them), dictating its terms as (he price of 
its support, and it was such a combina
tion aa that, and not my Roman Catholic 
fellow-citizens, that I denounced as the 
common enemy to be met by united ac
tion. This you know full well, and yet, 
for the purpose of giving point to your 
attack, you deliberately misstate my 
position. Fortunately the people of 
this Province are too intelligent to be 
misled by these unworthy tactics, and 
they will only recoil on your own head. 
I do not hesitate to repeat that such a 
combination,created and existing for such 
a purpose as I have spoken of, could not 
be tolerated in a free country, or to 
•vow that whenever it is attempted 
party lines must be obliterated, if neces- 
eary, to meet It, not by oppressive 
measures, but a stern resistance against 
aggression. »*f

Equally foundationless (courtesy for
bids my using a stronger adjective) ia the 
charge that I advocated * making war 
upon the educational rights of the min
ority of the Province of Ontario, guaran
teed to them by the Constitution.” It 
is impossible for you, ic the face of what 
I have «aid and written on that subject, 
successfully to mislead even yourself, 
much less the people of Ontario ; and I 
leave the matter, therefore, with this 

' single observation, that nothing, in my 
judgment, is more likely to bring about 
an agitation for such constitutional 
changea aa may be necessary to permit 

* the abolition of Separate Schools than 
the extraordinary pretension» put for
ward by the Hierarchy in certain places 
with regard to their right to control 
them and the intemperate utterances of 
such too zealous champions as Your 
<3race has proved yourself so often to bs.

Depend upon it, those whose cause 
you champion will not thank you for the 
aspersion you put on their country and 
their loyalty to It, when you suggest 
that though their material interesta 
would be served by annexation t > the 
neighboring Republic, they are restrained 
from advocating Annexation by a con
sidération of the advantages wilh regard 
to Separate School» which they enjoy in 
Canada. They have, I doubt not, a 
higher opinion of the country that Your 
Grace seems to entertain, and they will 
not, I venture to think, thank you tor 

that the continuance of 
to it depends upon their 
ghta they now enjoy with 

regard to education. Be assured, too, 
that the covert threat to the majority iu 
Ontario, which the statements to which 
I have adverted contain, will net deter 
them from pursuing that course which 
they believe to be b«st calculated to *d 
vance their country’s interest. •

part from Your Grace, con-
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gratulating myself ou the absolute 
justice of the principles which I ad
vocate, which stands confessed when 
you are unable to attack me for 
any position which I have'actually taken, 
and ate compelled to resort to • very 
vivid imagination for your facta, and. 
having called it to your aid, to a mbet 
copioue vocabulary for the denunciation 
of the image you have set up. I have 
the honor to be,

Your Grace’s obedient aervant,
W. R. Mkredith.

The moat reverend the Arohbiabop-elect 
of the dioceae of Kingston, King
ston, Ont.

London, Jan. 2,1890.

ArehMsbe» Cleary Ie Mr Meredith.
Ths Palace, Kingston,

Sunday, 5th January, 1800.
To William R. Meredith, Em., Q. 0.,

M.PP.:
Dbak Sii,—I have the honor to 

acknowledge receipt of your letter pub
lished in Friday’s issue of The Globe. 
Whilst I experience no small share of 
satisfaction at your prudent recuire to 
lay down your arm», I do not forego my 
right aa complainant against yod in the 
court of public opinion, to “sum up" the 
case before I allow you to part from me.

My complaint was that you had pub
licly attributed to me the authorship of 
a eeotenoe extracted by you from a King
ston newspaper, which you were pleased 
to interpret to year auditors as revealing 
a “great danger to the State”—“one of 
the dangers of modern civilization”— 
“one of the greatest evils we have to con
tend with in Parliamentary Government’’ 
—and '’against which both partial should 
ery, ‘Unite, unite against a common 
enemy.’” In your reply you asked me 
to believe that you did not impute tha 
authorship of the aentenoe to me, inas
much as The Empire'$ repart was “verb
ally" incorrect iu making you appear to 
aay:—“The worda are used by a news
paper, but to some extent, I apprehend, 
by the gentleman who presides over the 
Archiépiscopal SeeotKingston.” I honor
ably accepted your assurance, and on your 
further explanation that you had merely 
hazarded a conjecture aa to my respon
sibility in the matter, I allowed y ur im
putation to stand aa “conjocture and no 
more.” Accordingly 1 challenged you to 
justify your public utterance of this 
“conjecture,’’ declaring it “illogical, un
just and illegal.” You made no defence 
of any kind; and, in tiew of my counter
statement and argument, you abandoned 
your original charge altogether, never 
referring to it in any of your subsequent 
letters. Thus you virtually pleaded 
guilty to an indefensible and unjusti6 
able attack upon me before my fellow- 
citizens throughout the Province. Par
don me, air, if I venture to say that ac
cording to the law» of honor you are 
bound to make .ne an adequate apology.

In your first letter to me (dated Deo. 
19) you claimed that I should h ive cen
sured the newspaper from which you had 
extracted the sentence to which you were 
pleased to attsoh a moat odious meaning, 
and in each of your subsequent rejoinders 
you have insisted that I am bound “to 
approve or disapprove” that sentence, as 
interpreted by you. Your patron and 
inspirer, the Toronto Mail, and all the 
small anti-Catholic local sheets that taxe 
their cue each morning from its editor, 
joined in full chorus with your demand. 
You eeero to have had » previous agree
ment about it. Now, air, an all-suffi
cient reply to you would be,that it ia not 
the practice among gentlemen to answer 
impertinent questions, more especially 
when they have been captiously con
trived. But I prefer to deal with you as 
a lawyer. Having had the advantage of 
thirty years’ «tody of law and ten years’ 
practice in the judicial application of its 
principles and methods, I take exquisite 
pleasure in probing your legal mind and 
analysing its operations. Suppose you 
were retained as Queen’s Counsel 
in a case, the issue of which de
pended on your establishing the responsi
bility of one man tor a libel written by 
another, would you not think it all im
portant (the question of conspiracy or 
agency being excluded) to prove defi
nitely three points, viz (1) That the 
written document in question waa a libel 
in the aenae imputed ; (2) that de
fendant was privy to the writing or pub
lishing of it, and (3) that although he did 
riot co-operate he was bound by hie office 
or contract to prevent such publication 
or order ite retraction Î You dare not 
ask a verdict from the jury without plain 
proof of all and each of these three 
points. Should you io se, the presiding 
judgb would undoubtedly call you to 
order in the middle of your speech, or 
he would point out to the jury how wide
ly you had deflected from the lines of 
common law and common sense, and 
would direct them to give their verdict 
unhesitatingly against you. Let me ap
ply this to your case against me. You
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persist io claiming that I should, in vir
tue of my Episcopal jurisdiction, “ap
prove or disapprove’’ the sentence of 
some unknown writer in s local newspa
per which you thought St to interpret aa 
revealing a “solid compact ef the miuuri-

witSAnie it”- (The italica are mine.); 
Could u politician speak or write more 
diatinelly io favor of "Episcopal Inter
ference with the liberty ef the press t 
And you farther aay that I am bound ti 
“approve or disapprove." In fact, air,

ty, grievously Injurious to the there haa bees nothing in your letters 
"— ” *- “—-*— -J-»—*—» which haa aorprieed me mere as injudi-

eious, impolite and thoughtless writing, 
than this appeal to hierarchical authority 
for the reetrietion of the press in this 
meet free country. No newspaper asks 
for my “approval” before publication, 
no editor haa ever consulted me or soli
cited my approval. The limita of my 
spiritual jurisdiction are aa well known 
to the laity aa to myself. What ap
pears in a newspaper does not require 
my permioion to “remain before the 
public.” It may remain till doomsday 
if it awaits my ‘‘pemimon to reman," 
or the remotest interference on my part 
“to modify, if not to. tmthdrauj it,” un
less, perchance, it be-lireetly antagonis
tic to faith or morale.

8ir, will you kindly grant me permis
sion to halt here 1 Official business of 
paramoaut importar.ee demanda my in
stant attention for a few days. I pro
mise to return aa soon as possible to my 
review of the ease between you and me 
in the oourt of public opinion. Mean 
while I wish you u happy New Year, 
and have the honor to be,

Yours very respectfully,
1 + James Vincent Cleakv,

Archbishop of Kingston.

State, ” to “modern civilisation,
etc., etc., and if I decline to submit to 
your unwarranted dictation, I must in
cur, you aay, the responsibility end all 
the heinous guilt you have conjured up 
in support of your warfare against the 
Catholic minority as the “common 
enemy.” In presence of ull the dignified 
judges and learned lawyers in the 
land, I respectfully submit that your 
cause ia lost; it ia trebly beaten, all 
three essential oonditiona of proof, 
aa above stated, being conspicuously 
non-existent in your urgument. For 
I have put in evidence that (1) I have 
no knowledge whether the naked aen- 
tenoe withdrawn by you Irons its 
antecedent and subsequent nontext is 
fairly chargeable with the odious inter 
pretation you have thought it your in
terest to put upon it ; End yon have not, 
despite my reiterated cuilleuge, offered 
even a simulacrum of proof, or alleged 
any reason whatsoever in support of 
your fanciful interpretation ; that (2) I 
have not been privy to the writing or 
publishing of the sentence brought up 
by you ; that I don’t know who wrote it; 
and that, prior to your production of it 
at your meeting in London three month» 
after date, I had not seen it or heard 
anything about it. This statement re
mains on the record undisputed; (3) that 
my Episcopal office does not extend to 
censorship of the preee on political topics 
or any other, aave those which bear 
directly on faith and morals, and that 
condemnation or approval of your pet 
sentence does not appertain to my busi
ness io any way whatever. Against 
this, my allegation aa to the extent of 
my duty, you have not demurred even 
by a whisper. Let me now ask you in 
the hearing of your fellow-lawyers of 
Ontario, whether or not I am bound to 
accept your interpretation of that isolat
ed aentenoe and publicly to condemn it 
in order to aave myself from social re
sponsibility and all your fancied guilti
ness 1 Don’t part from me, if you 
please, till you settle this question. The 
public will await your answer with more 
than ordinary curiosity.

1 might indeed have formulated a 
more easy, and, perhaps, more interest 
ing case for your legal decision. Sup
pose the leader of Her Majesty’s loyal 
Opposition in the Legislative Assembly 
had identified himself, hia party and hie 
political programme with Mr S >1. White, 
M. PP., and had publicly signified abso
lute unity ot sentiment with that learned 
gentleman j>y taking him around the 
whole cirdmt of the Province as his 
lieutenant and alter ego, to be the chief 
speaker and trustworthy exponent of the 
views of the party of Opposition on 
every platform in the cities and towns of 
Ontario daring the electoral campaign 
of 1886. When the aforesaid Mr Sol. 
White struck out straight for Annexa
tion and delivered to the world hie 
manifesto against British connection, 
was or was not the leader of Her 
Majesty's loyal Opposition bound to 
purge himself and hie many-colored 
party from the suspicion of complicity 
by an early and unambiguous pronounce 
ment of disapproval î I need not ex 
patiate upon the above-mentioned three 
essential condition! of proof of complicity 
in their bearing upon this very serioua 
case—especially serious in respect of a 
Conservative leader. I believe, air, you 
have been “nonsuited” on this particular 
case ’ere now. Would you kindly favor 
the public with the legal opinion you have 
given as to the Conservative leader's 
responsibility 1 Haa he been so “disin
genuous” aa to evade a direct anawer? 
And if ac, why sol Do, sir, speak out 
this time.

Before quitting this division of my 
argument, I feel bound to notice the 
passage in your last letter wherein you 
charge me with underrating the “intelli
gence of niy fellow-citizens’’ when I 
spoke of your insistence on my official 
condemnation of a political article in a 
newspaper as a “demand to muzzlo the 
preea” in favor of your policy. Hear me. 
It ia solely to the intelligence and pub
lic apirit of my fellow citizens of Ontario 
I have been appealing throughout this 
controversy which your wanton aggrea- 
•ion haa forced on me. I have no party 
to sustain me ; no daily press to h-jzzi 
for me and vilify my antagonist; no 
edviaer to take counsel with or to aid me 
by suggestion; I have nothing upon 
earth to rely upon except the inherent 
righteousness of my people’s cause and 
the honest intelligence of the Protestant 
majority, whoae attention to my feeble 
utterances I have been compelled to 
crave, not for my sake, but for the sake 
of justice and fair play towards their 
peaceful fellow-citizens constituting the 
minority, who are denounced as the 
“common enemy” o£ Canadian society, 
and threatened with religious and civil 
diaabilitiee. Now, air, let the honest 
intelligence of the people of Ontario 
judge between you and me on this last 
point, as on all the rest. Here are the 
terme of your demand on me:—“One 
would hardly have thought that eo im
portant a statement would have appear
ed iu it (the newspaper) without ijour up 
promt, or, if it had appeared without 
that approval, would have been 
permitted to remain before the 
public without, at least, some 
effort on your part to modify, if not to

ASHFIELD.
(Toolatefdklast week.)

Mr Jamas Johnston is home ou a visit 
from Chicago.

Mr Charlie Cooke ia spending, hia 
holidays with hia foster parent, Mrs 
Buglaae.

Mrs Thom»» Hanton, of Detroit, came 
home to attend the funeral of her late 
sister, Mia» Lezy McRae.

We are sorry to state that Mr Dsvie 
Johnston loet his thumb in the planing 
factory in Lucknow.

Mr Frank Bain purchased a fine short
horn bull while on hia visit in Guelph. 
Wo wish him .uccce»».

Mr Malcolm McLeod and Harry Mc
Leod, Chicago, are home visiting their 
father at Hemlock City, and attending 
their brother’s marriage.

Mise Angelina Johnston is home from 
Port Huron to spend her holidays.

The Christmas tree at school No 12 
did not coin» off on Chrietmaa eve as ex
pected, on account of cne that used to 
take part among them being called to her 
long home that day.

We are sorry to have to chronicle the 
death of Mi.s Lexy McRae, which 
occurred on the 23rd ul>. Mies Lexy 
• as Jhe youngest daughter of Kenneth 
McRie, Like Road, and although her 
death was expected.it was sudden when .it 
cattle. Lexy was a fav„rite amongst 
those who knew her, and they will miss 
her and sympathize with her bereaved 
parents. Her death was the fifth in the 
family within three years, and there are 
only two weeks and a few hours between 
Lexy’a death and her eldest sister’s, Mrs 
Win. Kempton.
Sleep 'mlrl smiles, thou dearest loved one,

For thy face is wondrous fair,
And the briirht sunshine from heaven

Nestles on thy bier.

It's the Father that hath called thee.
And In peace we let thee go;

While pne Iclss we press forever
On thy brow, as white as snow.

FALL SUITS AND
’ FOR aBNlPLEMRN.

$15, $18 -A.IND

ENVKL0PE8 at $1£6, $1.50, $L75, $2.00 tod $245 L_ 
a- -A. - SignaFsteam Printing Hoaae.1000, printed, at “The

POPLAR ROW.
From our ewe correspondent.

Mrs T. Harding and eon. of Lyndon,
e the guests of Mrs Sallows, Poplar 

Term.
Mr Frank Sallows, of London, la 

spending hia Christina* holidays with hia 
mother end airier, Poplar Para».

Miaaes Mary and Alice Bellows have 
gone to reside in HemUtop.

The death ia annoonoed ol Mr Freder
ick Wood by a stroke of paralysis. For 
the last eight years he had been a 
resident ol Manitoba, living about five 
miles from Boissevaio. He waa formerly 
a resident of Bsyfield. He was highly 
esteemed by all who knew him and 
leaves a wife and family of alx to mourn 
their loss. Iu politics he wee u Re
former.

Erauetiina (Buiôe.

GRAND TRUNK RAlLWAlT 
TeeÎ2wt7lTe «d toper* at Goderich, ne I»
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TO FARMERS.
All Farmers and others leterested In the 

establishment of a Creamery In this nelshbor- 
hood are invited to attend the Session of the 
West Heron Farmers’ Institute, ie be held la 
the

TOWN HALL, GODERICH,
ON

SATURDAY MORNING, JAN 18
MR. K. MII.LKR, of Park Hill, one ef the 

Directors of the Ontario Creamery Associa
tion. will be present and deliver an address 
on the subject, and it la desirable to obtain 
some expression as to how (Sr a creamery 
would be supported If established. The mat
ter is in charge of the Board of Trade of God
erich, and this propoeed discussion 1» arrang
ed for with the omoerafot the Bornd end the 
Institute. Signed

R. 8. WILLIAMS.
Président of the Board 

JOHN KKRNIGHAN.
It. President of the Farmer's Institute.

W. C. GOODE,
The Leading Prescription Druggist.

Telephone, Consultation Parlor,
Night Attendance. Finest Work,

Moderate Chargee.
Bring me your Prescriptions or ask your 

physician to leave them with me and secure 
these advantages.

TRY OUR!Black Cherry Cough 
Balaam,2&c, Cherub's 
Honey Cough Cure, 
15c, Victor Corn Cure 

15c, Tooth-ache Drops 10c, Tooth-ache Jelly 
10c, etc.

McLeod’s System Renovator
’ and all leading patent medicines.

The Medical Mall and MNpenaary.

ALBION BLOCK.

GUARANTEED.
The only medicines sold by druggists, under 

a positive guarantee from their manufact
urers, that they will do Just what is claimed 
for them—that is. benefit or cure in all cases 
of diseases for which they are recommended, 
or the money paid for them will be promptly 
refunded—are Dr. Pierce's world-famed spe
cifics, manufactured by World’s Dispensary 
Medical Association, of Buffalo, N. Y.

Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery cures 
all diseases arising from a torpid or deranged 
liver, or from impure blood, as Dyspepsia, or 
Indigestion, Pimples, Blotches, Eruptions, 
Salt-rheum, Tetter, Erysipelas, and acrofu-* 
lous Sores and Swellings. Consumption, o4P 
Lung-scrofula, ia also cured by this won
derful remedy, if taken in time.

Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription ia the . 
world-famed remedy for all those chronic 
weaknesses and distressing derangements *o 
common to American women. It is a most 
potent, invigorating, restorative tonic, or 
strength giver, imparting tone and vigor to 
tiie whole system. Aa a soothing nervine it 
is unequaled. See guarantee printed on the 
bottle - wrapper and faithfully carried out 
for many years.

Copyright, 1868, by World's Dis. Med. ass’x.

I OFFERED

ease, Ear and Toothaub, Bruises and Sprains.

FOR
STTZbT
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1890.
Some people agree with The Sun s opinions 

about men and things, and some people don't; 
but everybody likes to get hold of the news
paper which is never dull and never afraid to 
speak its mind.

Democrats know that for twenty yoais The 
Sun has rought in the front line tor‘Democra
tic principles, never wavering or weakening 
in its loyalty to the true interests of the party 
it serves with fearless intelligence and disin
terested vigor. At times opinions have dif
fered as to the best means of awi'niplishing 
the common purpose; i#is not 77 Sun's fault 
if it lias seen further into the tnii sione.

Eighteen hundred and ninety is the year 
that will probably determine the result of 
the Presidential election of 1892, and perhaps 
the fortunes of the Democracy fur tiie rest of 
the century. Victory in 1892 is a duty, and 
the beginning of 1890 is the best time to start 
out in company with The Sun.
Daily, per mouth................................. .......... $o 50
Daily, per year,.. .......................................... 6 00
Sunday, per year. ........................................ •> oo
Daily ana Sunday, per year. ................... . 8 ou
Daily nnd Sunday, per month..................... o 70
Weekly Sun, one year,........  ....... .............. j qq

Address TIIK SI T, Hew lurk.
37 It.

for an incurable case of Ca
tarrh in the Head by the 

proprietors of Dr. Sage’s Catarrh Remedy. By 
ite mild, soothing and healing properties, it 
euros the worst cases, no matter of how long 
standing. By druggists, 50 cents,

\# xtz
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HOLIDAY GOODS
WE ARE READY.

Gome and see our

ILL DEMRÏNENTS FULL.

Candy by tie BasleL
260 Doxen Florida Oranges

-FROM;-

Dr. HcLiil’s arm.
NUTS, RAISINS, G BABES. ] 

CHOCOLATES (English aaS Caaa 
FIGS, LEMONS, BANANAS, ETC.

We sell the best Goods we 
can buy. „

CHAS. A. NAIRN.
WERE mill WERE 15 IT!

The Christinas Swim.

Saunders & Son,
The Cheapest House Under the Sin <| 4

Blocks,
Magic Lanterns,
Dolls—100 doz,,
Mechanical Toys,
Fancy China Ware,
Photo and Scrap Albums, 
Jewellery Ed Plated Ware,
and a thousand other 
which you can have at your 
price, as they must be sold.

Novelties

SMOKER’S
SUNDRIES —t

CHEAP
AT

■V\73x»ecasT’s
.________ Prescription Drug Store.

THE “WITNESS"
Important Acnomicenfept
FOR 1880.

Over 198 PREMIUMS to select frjm.

Great inducements for old and 
new subscribers. /

SEK the premium list. /
Annual Subscriptioas :

Daily Witness.............. S3 0»Weekly “ ............... oo
The Northern Mc.iaenger, only 30 cents per 

annum, is the cheapest illustrated paper in 
the world. Contains the Sunday School Lee. 
sons, and haa abundanoe of interesting infor
mation for old and young. See the Hat of 
premium hooka for old and new subscriber.. 

Agents wanted. Sample copies free.
JOHN DOÜGALL SON, 

“Witne*" Office,
MONTREAL.

------------ alto-


