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ighway, and the faid fum fhall be chargeable on fuch lands as aforefaid, and they {hall be li-
able for payment of the fame, for {o long as they fhall ren.ain unoccupied, or be the property
of any per{on not refiding within the province aforefaid.

for their duty,
chargeable on
their lands.

C I HRP, V.

An ACT to confrm and make valid certain Marriages heretofore contrated in the Country now
. comprized within the Province of Upper-Canada, and to provide for the future Solemnization of Mar-
riage within the [ame.

.WHEREAS many marriages have been contraéted in this province, at a time when it was

impoffible to obferve the forms prefcribed by law for the folemnization thereof, by

reafon that there was no proteftant parfon or minifter duly ordained refiding in any
part of the [aid province, nor any confecrated proteftant church or chapel within the fame, and
whereas the parties having contrated fuch marriages, and their iffue may therefore be fubje&-
ed to various difabilities, in order to quiet the minds of fuch perfons, and to provide for the
future folemnization of marriage within this province, Be it enaéted and declared by the king’s
moft excellent majefty, byand with the advice and conlent of the legiflative council and aflem-
bly of the province of Upper-Canada, conftituted and affembled by virtue ot and under the au-
thority of an a& paffed in the parliament of Great-Britain, entitled an aét to repeal certain parts
of an a&, pafled in the fourteenth’ year of his majefty’s reign, entitled, ** An a& for mzking
more effeétual provition for the government of the province o Quebec, in North America, and
to make further provifion for the government of the faid provirice,” and by the a'uthority of
the {ame, That the marriage and marriages of all perfons, not being under any cenonical dif-
qualification to contraét matrimony, that have been publicly contra&ed before ény magifirate
or commanding officer of a poft, or adjutant, or furgeon of a regiment, aéting as chaplain, or a-
ny other perfon in any public office or employment, before the pafling of this a&, {hall be con-
frmed and confidered to all intents and purpoles as good and valid in law, and that the parties
who have contra&ted {uch marriage, and the iflue thereof, may become feverally entitled to all
the rights and benefits, and {ubjeét to all the obligations arifing from marriage and confanguini-
ty in as full and ample a manner as if the faid marriage had refpeé&tively been folemnized accor-
ding tolaw.

1. Andbeit further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That in order to enable thofe perfons who
may be defirous to preferve the teftimony of {fuch marriage and of the birth of their children, to
effe@uate the fame, it fhall and may be lawful at any time within three years from the pafling
of this a&, for any magiftrate of the diftri where any {uch parties may have contraled matri-
mony as aforefaid, fhall refide, at the requeft of either of the faid parties, to adminifter the fol-
lowing oath to the hufband :

1 A. B. do folemnly fwear in the prefence of Almizhty God, that I did publicly intermarry with C. D.
“at onthe  dayof in the year of our Lord and that there is now living iffue of the
#¢ faid marriage (as the caje may be) %
T. B. born on the day of
M. B born on the day of
And to adminifter the following Qath to the Wife
“ 1 C. D. do folemnly fwear in the prefence of Almichty God, that 1 did publicly intermarry with A. B.
"ar onthe  dayof in the year of our Lord and that there is now living iffue of the
' Jaid marriage (as the cafe maybe)
T. B. kornon the
M. B. bora on the

day of
day of

Preamble.

Marriages
heretotorecon-
traced, before
any perion 1In
public employ-
ment, declared
valid,

and the iffug
theieof legiti=
mate.

Methed of pré=~
ferving the
tetimony of
fuchmarriages

oath of the
hulband.

oath of thewife



