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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Oneé of the most important factors in
the proper equipment of the farm boy
and girl is a good education. Thousands
of parents on our western farms who
will not be able to leave their children
a large share of worldly goods can pro-
vide them with educational opportunities
of infinitely greater value. A boy or girl
of good character who has a sound edu-
cation is well equipped to take up life’s
work with a good prospect of making a
success, not only from the financial
standpoint, but also from the stand-
point of service to their fellow men
which is something that .cannot be
measured in dollars and cents. In spend-
ing money to educate their children
arents are providing them with a life-
ong asset. A good education, fortu-
nately, cannot be traded away, mort-
gaged, or used as financial security.
Some cynical people have declared that
education makes fools of some people.
The truth is that such people were fools
before they became learned.

Another thing to remember is thal
learning is not-necessarily education. - A
person full of knowledge which cannot
be imparted to others nor put to prac:
tical use is not-an example of education.
One of the greatest authorities described
education as “A sound mind in a”sound
body,” and in its wider sense il is true.
Parents, in doing their duly by their
children, should see that they are en-
abled to complete the common school
courses no matter at what cost. The
high school course is the next step, and
thence to the colleges and universities,
tho many choose the agricultural and
commercial colleges rather than the arts
courses. No mistake can be made in
sending the boys and girls to our best
schools and colleges—and we have
plenty of such institutions all over Can-
ada. Our future civilization depends
largely upon the number of broad-
minded, clear visioned, well educated
men and women we are now preparing
to guide the future destinies of our
('nlllltl‘y.

ALBERTA WANTS MORE

The passage of the Prohibition Bill
in Alberta has amply demonstrated the
vilue of Direet Legislation as a means
of translating the will of the people into
legislative enactment. A very. large vole
was polled, more people going to the
ballot box on this referendum than at
the last provincial general election, and
having the opportunity to express them-
selves directly upon a clear cul issue
without the complication of party con-
siderations, the electors of Alberta
showed clearly that they desire the
wiping out of the liquor traflic in their
provinee as far as that is possible under
provincial law. One inevilable result
will be that the people of Alberta, find-
ing such an effective instrument of re-
form in their hands will want to make
further use of it. When they get a good
thing the people usually want more of
it, and we would suggest to our Alberta
friends that they should next give their
attention to two matters of great im-
portance, Woman Suffrage and the
amendment of the Direct Legislation Act
itself s0 as to male it more easily used
and wider in its application. The pres-
ent act, while it was wide enough to

permit the securing of Prohibition, is
very seriously limited in its usefulness
by some of its clauses. It is provided,
for instance, that no bill which provides
for any grant or charge upon the public
revenue may be initiated by means of
petition, and that no act of the TegisTa-
ture may be subjected to a referendum
unless it is specially so declared by the
legislature. Then the petition required
for the initiative is unreasonably large,
20 per cent. of the voters, and at least
8 per cent. in 47 different constitu-
encies, having to sign the petition be-
fore it can be considered by the legis-
lature. In order to make the Alberta
Direct Legislation Act thoroughly demo-
cratic and to place the power of self-
government fully in the hands of the
people it is necessary first that women
as well as men should have the vote,
and second that the Direct Legislation
Act should be amended by making it
possible for any law which the people
desire to be initiated on a petition signed
by 10 per cent. of the voters, irrespective
of what part of the province they reside
in, while every act passed by the legis-
lature, except emergency measures,
should be subject to the referendum if
demanded by 10 per cent. of the voters.
A greal dmﬁ of labor and considerable
expense is involved in the preparation
and circulation of initiative pelitions,
but we believe that those anxious for
better conditions in Alberta will con-
sider the sacrifice well worth making.
If two petitions, for Woman Suffrage
and the amendment of the Direct Legis-
lation  Act, are circulated at the same
time the labor and expense will be prac-
tically no more than it would be for one
petition. Here is a winter's work in
which the United Farmers of Alberta,
both men’s and women's sections, may
well take a leading part.

CO-OPERATING WITH THE CLERGY -

Last week a new policy was inaugur-
ated at the Manitoba Agricultural Col-
lege, which should have far-reaching
resulls. A large number of rural clergy-
men from Manitoba were invited to the
college to take a course of lectures on
agricultural, educational and sociologi-
cal subjects. No body of men have
greater opportunity to aid in the allround
development of our rural civilization
than the country pastors. They have a
high standing among their own people,
both old and young. Their termof resi-
dence in the community is long enough
for-them to know intimately the mm(fi-
tions of the people, their habits and
their possibilities. The spiritual work
of the pastor would be much more ef-
fective if he were always able to co-
operate with his people effectively in the
solution of their material problems. The
clergymen who were sufficiently inter-
ested to attend the sessions at the Agri-
cultural College would be the type that
would take back to their communities
a wider view of their work, and be better
equipped to lend a hand in the problems
which their people continually flm'n. The
expenditure of public money in this work
is to a good purpose.

Il more farmers, business men, men
of standing generally, were to enter
politics and represent the people the
;-m]nlnl to reform would shorten wonder-

ully.
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TITLES ARE UNDEMOCRATIC

It seems about time that something

was done to stop the promiscuous dis- -

tribution of titles in Canada. No one has
yet ever been able to discover any sys-

_Lem by which-these titles are bestowed

upon Canadian people and certainly the
larger proportion of them are not be-
stowed according to merit. So long as
these so-called honors are distributed to
the Roblins, Siftons, McBrides, Macken-
zies and Manns they are going to have a
degrading effect upon publie life in Can-
ada. Certainly none of these men have
merited any special distinetion over
their fellowmen' in Canada in the way
of honors and the same could be said
of many other recipients of titles.
At the present time these titles are
awarded chiefly to men who have suc-
ceeded in gouging a lot of money out of
the public by fair means or foul, or to
politicians who have won their positions
by very questionable methods. The men
and women of this country who are
really doing good service for humanity
and for the cause of civilization are never
recognized by these honors. If Canada
is to develop into a Democratic country
it is time to eut out all these tinpot titles
and give real merit the reward it de-
serves. At the present time if a royal
commission were appointed to sift the
records of the title holders in Canada
we fancy they would unearth a very

SOrry mess, Lo

A NECESSARY REFORM

Among the many factors on which
successful business operations depend
one of the most important is the
creation of a feeling of confldence
between the producer, the consumer,
and the middleman, who in some cases
is necessary. It is essential that the
consumer can depend upon a certain
product being always what it should be
and it is equally important that the pro-
ducer shall be sure of obtaining a fair
market value for his product. Where
the producer is so situated that he can
develop his own market he can arrange
s0 as to deal only with- reliable custom-
ers, but the proportion who can do
business in this way is very small indeed.

Where grain farming is carried on ex-
tensively and practically the whole of
the returns from-the year's operations
are received during a few months in the
vear any means whereby some ready
money can be made during the months
when no crop can be marketed are most
acceptable. In-the west there is quite
a considerable amount of farm produce
raised by farmers or their wives and sent
into the large towns and cities during
the year. It is impossible for these pro-
ducers to each obtain individual cus-
tomers and hence farm produce mer-
chants buy their goods from them or
sell them on commission. But under
conditions as they exist at present coun-
try shippers have absolutely no guar-
antee that they will be paid for any of
the produce tﬁey send to market. Of
course, there are some reliable firms,
but the condition ef the trade is such
that any tpe”m" can set up as a produee
merchant, can advertise ror farm ship-
ments, can sell these to town customers
and, if he so desires, can quietly abscond
with the proceeds, never paying the
farmer anything for his product. Of
course action can be taken against these




