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the miraculous conception to Mary with tnat
sublime chastity which belongs only to a pure 
spirit, added the words, “ Therefore that holy 
thing which shall be born of thee (bell be called 
the Son of God," he gives us the true com­
mentary on that grand saying of John, “ The 
Word was made flesh.” As to the explanation 
of this glorious mystery, ws know no other than 
the words, “ With God all things are possible." 
It is enough for whoever believes in omnipotent 
mercy, the sole foundation of the supernatural.

This great event, the most important in the 
world’s history, since it is its dividing point, 
and the pole around which gravitate all human 
deetinies, passed unperceived like the most in­
significant fact. No one cared fer it except the 
angels in heaven and some shepherds feeding 
their flocks on one of the faille surrounding 
Bethlehem. It was at the time of the year when 
the softened temperature sometimes allowed 
them not to bring back the flocks at night to the 
city. It was undoubtedly one of those Oriental 
nights when the heavens ipeak only of pity.— 
These simple men had been chosen as the first 
to receive the great tidings, because they waited 
for them. Everything in these fields, where the 
young David, a shepherd like themselves, bed 
led hie flocks, reminded them of the promise 
made to hie race, and they undoubtedly, as well 
as the scribe» of Jerusalem, had reed the 
mysterious orscle which announced that this 
very ground they trod should be the cradle of 
the Messiah. Suddenly in the cool air sounded 
a mysterious choir ; they heard angelic voices, 
and these divine words descended to their ears ;

Glory to God in the highest :
On earth peace, good will toward men.

The shepherds believed this announcement j 
they were plain, simple men, who had not learn- 
efl in the schools of Jerusalem to admit as pos­
sible, in the way of mercy, only what a Pharisee 
could comprehend.1 They thought it not strange 
—neither shall we think it so—that if there are 
angels, man’s elder brothers, dwellers in a purer 
region where evil is not known, they should 
celebrate with their sweetest songs such an event 
as the birth of the Redeemer.

“The child,” says Luk«, “grew and waxed 
strong, being filled with wisdom, and the grace 
of God was with him.” Evil has never touched 
him ; nothing has disturbed the exquisite purity 
of his soul. He has never for a moment ceased 
to be united to-hia Father; his heart has opened 
spontaneously to the divine life, as the cheat 
inhales the vital air. Then, as he grew older 
and began to reflect, he became more and more 
conscious of the unique relation which united 
him to God. As a child he fulfilled perfectly the 
duties of his age, which arc comprised in sub­
mission to family authority. “ Thus," said 
Iretmua, “ he sanctified this age in passing 
through it.”

Every thing tends to make us believe that he 
grew up in the workthop of Joseph, laboring 
with bis hands. The loveliness of nature around 
him was as a book in which he read the name 
of hie Father ; he felt in all its depths the bar. 
mony which exists between the revelatioae of 
earth and heaveb.

Nazareth is one of the most beautiful sites of 
the country. St. Jerome was right in calling it 
“ the flower of Galilee,” and compared it to a 
rose opening its corolla. It does not command 
the country like Bethlehem ; the belt of hills 
surrounding it makes it a quiet retreat, whose 
silence is still broken by the artisan’s hammer 
or chisel. The child Jesus grew up in the midst 
of the people, in a simple mode of life ; thus 
could a soul like his be most harmoniously de­
veloped. He had only to ascend one of the sur­
rounding heights to contemplate one of the most 
beautiful landscapes of the Holy Land. At his 
feet spread the plain of Jtzreel, starred with in­
numerable flowers more beautiful than “ Solo­
mon its all hie glory.” It stretched between 
Tabor and Carmel, echoing with the voice of 
Elijah. Libaçus is in front of Carmel, and the 
ebrin of Herman binds its white summits to the 
mountains cfMoab ; while in the distance shints 
the Great Sea, which, lying beyond the national 
limits, seemed to open to the eye of Jesus the 
world he was to save. Thus living near to 
nature, he learned to know her familiarly.— 
Thence those expressive traits scattered through 
his discourses, which make his parables pictures 
full of reality and freshness.

His precocious wisdom had already revealed 
itself in hie iaterview with the doctors of the 
temple ; his questions showed such richness of 
feeling and thought, that these illustrious mis­
ters were confounded by it. The questions of 
children are often more embarrassing from their 
deep simplicity than the most consummate ar­
guments "of dialecticians. They go straight to 
truth by the royal road of candor. There was 
not a rabbi grown gray in the study of the law 
who could resist the questions of the child of 
Nazareth. This scene in the temple had a great 
significance in the development of Jesus, by re­
vealing him to himself. He lived eighteen years 
after it in the most complete obscurity. We 
will not endeavor to penetrate their secret ; it is 
enough for us to know that they prepared him 
in solitude for his great ministry. He filled 
them with prayers and sanctity,,—Hours at Home.

/ The Childhood of Jesus.
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The Eternal World.

ed by so many hurricanes, and so swept by 
storms. And yet it stands. It has seen the rise 
end downfall of Daniel’» four empires. Assyria 
bequeath» a few mutilated figures to the riche» 
of our hatioeal museum. Media end Persia, 
like Babylon, which they conquered, have been 
weighed in the balance, and long ago found 
wanting. Greece feintly survive* in its historic 
ferns : “ Til living Greece no more and the 
iron Rome of the Cetara is held in precarious 
occupation by a feeble hand. And yet the Book 
that foretels all this still eurvivea. While na­
tions, kings, philosophers, systems, institutions 
have died awey, the Bible - eagegea now men's 
-deepest thoughts, is examined by the keeneet in­
tellect*, «tende revered before the highest tri­
bunals, is more reed end lifted and debated, 
more devoutly loved and more vehemently as- 
tailed, more defended and more denied, more 
industriously translated and freely given to the 
world, jnore honored and more abused than any 
other book tke world ever saw ;
“ Strange words fulfilled, and mighty works achieved 
And truth in all the world both hated end believed.”

It survives all changes, itself unchanged ; it
moves all minds, yet is moved by none ; it sees 
all things decay, itself incorruptible ; it rees 
myriads of other books engulphed in the stream 
of time, yet is borne along triumphantly on the 
wave ; and will be borne along, till the mystic 
angel shall plant hie foot upon the sea, and swear 
by Him that liveth forever end ever that time 
shall be no longer. “ For ell flesh is ns grass, 
and all the glory of man a* the flower of grass.

“ The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away ; but the Wtrd of the Lord en- 
dureth forever.”—Christian Observer.

Melchizedek.
No person mentioned in Scripture it enve 

loped in greater mystery than the being whose 
name stands at the head of this article. He 
seem» to fell in the twinkling of an eye from 
heavea, performs one act which it shrouded in 
mystery, and disappears to be r.o more seen on 
earth, at least under that appellation. Once or 
twice be ia mentioned during the prophetic 
period, but the mystery surrounding him only 
increase» under the Gospel dispensation. The 
graphic pen of the great apostle of the Gentiles 
gives a particular description of him, but does 
not entirely lift the mystery that covers him ee 
a drapery. Commentator» end divines have at­
tempted to clear away the mystery, but their 
explanations fail to satisfy the intelligent and 
inquiring mind. To say that a mere man could 
be designated King of Righteousmsi and King 
of Peace ; that he had no father, or mother, or 
descent, because there was no record of them ; 
and no beginning of life or end of days, and no 
predecessor or successor, hvcause wej bsve no 
account of it; and that be mi marie •"J ke uoto 
the son of God, and abidrth u pri.-st continu­
ally," because we have no account of his birth 
or death is scarcely satisfactory. These state­
ments, it seems to me, can never apply to a 
Mere man ; and if applied to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as some have been disposed» to do, the 
difficulty is etill Very great. Christ, as to Lis 
human nature, hud a mother ; lie lied descent, 
and beginning of days and end of life. Who 
then can it be ? St. Paul in Hebrew is not 
speaking of Christ as he appeared in tin- flesh, 
but of that mysterious being who appeared to 
Abraham. Now if we suppose it was the Eter­
nal Word, the second person of the trinity, the 
difficulty is removed. The Eternal Word may 
fitly he styled the King of Righteousness, and 
afterward the King of Peace. Afterward, in 
in the fullness of lime, when he became the re­
conciler. how fitly may he be styled the King of 
Peace. Then, as to his divine nature, he had 
no father or mother, or beginning of life or end 
of days, h#t was clothed in a body, or the 
appearance of one, such as, in the fullness of 
time, he should assume in order to fulfill the 
redemptive plan, and so, as the apostle says; 
“abideth a priest continually.” But did the 
Eternal Word ever appear as man under the 
Old Testament dispensation ? I answer, he dZ. 
He appeared to Jacob as a man at Peaiel, 
wrestled with him, and Jacob said he bad seen 
God face to face. At Jericho he appeared to 
Joshua as a man clad in armor, and said he 
came as captain of the Lord’s host, and com­
manded Joshua to put off his shoes because he 
stood on holy ground. There are other instances 
of his appearance as a man under the Old Tes­
tament dispensation, but these are sufficient ; 
then if we suppose he brought forth bread and 
wine as typical of the euchatist under the Gos­
pel dispensation, it is more reasonable than to 
suppose that he brought forth bread and wine 
for the purpose of feeding and refreshing a hun­
gry and fainting army consisting of many hun­
dreds, and possibly thousands. Abraham, like 
Moses, had most likely requested Gcd to make 
him understand his salvation, and how fitly such 
a visit as this prepares the way for the fuller 
explanation of God’s dsaign, as vouchsafed in 
the sacrifice of Isaac, which plainly typified 
both the death and resurrection of Christ ; and 
with this view what significance ia couched in 
the words of Christ to the Pharisees, “ Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day ; he saw 
it and was glad.” That is, God had made him 
understand his great plan of salvation. With 
this view how striking the words of Paul, “ And 
blessed him that had the promises : and with­
out contradiction the less is blessed of the better.” 
No wonder that Melchisedek is styled “ Priest 
of the most high God ;” no wonder the Apostle 
says, “ Of whom it is testified that be liveth ;’ 
no wonder the Psalmist and the Apostle should 
style him a priest for ever after the order of Mel­
chisedek.—Ch. Advocate.

have space for repentance. Waiting till after 
harvest ! How many bright, beautiful and 
blessed dreams have faded as the harvest waned ; 
how many hope. of better days and deeds have 
fled with life’s autumn time ; how many tears 
have been shed over warfed treasures, lost for­
ever; how many vi.-ions of brightness have died 
as the harvest time c'osed and the rummer end­
ed, leaving the soul derolate an I alone, standing 
garbless in the face of Death.

Why not, then, accept love and mercy note, 
so kindly offered, and begin at once a pure and 
peaceful life, hastening to redeem the wasted 
moments, losing sight of the world awhile, look­
ing inward and above—resolving to do noble 
deeds, live noble lives, and make “ tht^world the 
better for it ?"—Mrs H H. Lincoln.

a variety of other things, andjhaving put 
thli cottai

A Beautiful Life.
Passing down Cheenut street in Philad. Iphia 

on a wintry day last year, l cams suddenly upon 
a superb show of flowers in full bloom be' i..d a 
wall of glass, end clote behind the parem 
The lady who was wslking with mu exclaim- !, 
with eager surprise, * Let us stop, end look =i 
this ; what can this be P’ 1 answered, ‘ ihh. i« 
the conservatory of M. W. Baldwin, the rich .- 
gine-bailder. Instead of hiding bis fiiwtr* -■ 
hind his house, he puts them here on the cr, e 1 
street for everybody to enjoy ; even the chiuioe; 
aweap and the beggar’s child can feast their eye- 
on it without money and without price. He is 
a noble man y-tbis is just like him.’

And that brilliant display of camélias, gera­
niums, and rusts—on a mid sinter day—free to 
all passing eyes—was n beautiful type of the life 
and character of the Christian philanthropist who 
owned them. Alas ! he is gone from us now ! 
This very paper haa chronicled his departure. 
But those exquisite flowers are a fitting emblem, 
of u fragrant career whose memory will be as 
s«eet as • ointment poured forth.’ Like that 
conservatory that stood right in the midst of 
bare walls, and on a crowded thoroughfare—so 
shone the cheerful beauty and benevolence of 
Baldwin’* Christian life in the crowded marts of 
that business world which regarded him as one 
of its influential leaders. Everybody in Phil­
adelphia knew and loved Mathias Baldwin as 
well as they did his flowers. He bad a atone in 
the wall of nearly every church that hat been 
built in the city of Brotherly Love ; in fact, sev­
eral of the new edifices reared there by our own 
denomination are almost the monuments of bis 
princely liberality. Hundreds of young men 
whom he has aided, have thank-d God for him 
in their prayers. Many a widow’s heart has • he 
caused to ting for joy. When I called on him 
last winter to counsel with him ia regard to our 
newly formed Nations! Temperance Society he 
sat down quickly’ and wrote out one of the first 

checks that ever went into the treasury. How 
shall we all miss him, and mourn him f The 
sweet flowers that bloomech in his hot house on 
that winter day have all withered long ere this, 
and fallen to the earth, but his beautiful spirit 
shall bloom with amaranthine freshness ia the 
memory of God's Church

Such men never die. They are simply trans­
planted to higher climes. The deeds they have 
wrought, the beiefit» they have rendered, sur­
vive to all time. Baldwin is in hit grave ; but 
thousand» of souls will continue to listen to 
Christ’s gospel in the sanctuaries that he reared. 
Brainerd sleeps in his new made sepulchre ; but 
the spiritual children whom he led to Jesus will 
be doing their work long after hia form has 
moldered back to dust. Good men never die, 
Lincoln’s hand is still striking off the fetters of 
the oppressed ; John Wesley’s voice rings ont 
every Sabbath in the music of Methodist church 
bells. Calvin and Edwards from a thousand 
palpita are still proclaiming the transcendent 
sovereignty of God—See. T. L. Cuylcr in A. T. 
Evangelist.

I will wait till after Harvest.”
I heard these words carelessly epoken, yet 

they rested with a sad weight on my heart, and 
echoed and re-echoed drearily for many days. 
One spoke who had advanced to manhood— 
that period of life when maturity is rapidly go­
ing forward, and the unmistakable signs of 
virtue or vice maik the chosen path.

Such an one, urged by a friend to go to 
church and regard the Word of God once more 
made answer kindly, yet carelessly, “ I will wait 
till after harvest.” And now the harvest is past, 
the summer ending, and the «oui of auch an one 
may not be saved.

<• Tis sad to seen those who might be way-No fragment of an army ever survived sj

manv battles as the Bible ; no citadel ever with- ^ , , , ,many name» ai me » , - 'faarks in eociety, honored by men and looked
stood so many aiegea ; no rock waa ever batter-TmirKI1 la ,uvl ______...upon with approbation by God, yielding to vice 

against their better judgment ; giving to Satan'» 
service the tallnt, the time, the energy and 
ability of manhood ; laying up no treasures in 
Heaven, and establishing no permanent hope for 
the future which might make life charming, 
death cheerful, and heaven glorious. Wa ting 
till after harvest ere they flee to Cbriat when 
welted life and feeble body warn them Death is
neer_waiting until vicious habits and associates
demoralize the heart and soul and take the 
energy God will claim at the last when the har­
vest of the world «hell come. Waiting until af­
ter harvest—the summer-time of life passed in 
folly, the summer aun shining, not on the matur­
ing fruit of manhood, but on the wr ated wild» 
of life ; and though the rich autumn-time cornea 
with full garners, yet the heart ia found wanting 
of the rich fruit of love end perfection God gives 
those who seek Him esrly.

How many are living blank», at it were—the 
world absorbing »U their thought! ; Time, 
though the tomb-builder, to them ever an unfail­
ing surety, wherin they shall eow ani reap and

Oar Mercies
The talents which we have received are many 

and great. What people breathing'on earth have 
had plainer instructions, or more forcible persua­
sions, or more constant admonitions, in season 
and out of season ? Sermons, till we have been 
weary of them ; and Sabbaths, till we profaned 
them ? Excellent books in such plenty that we 
know not which to read P What people have 
had God so near them ? or have seen so -much 
of Christ crucified before their eyes P or have had 
heaven and hell so open unto them P 
speed should such a people make for heaven ? 
How should they fly that are thus winged!— 
And how swiftly should they sail that have wind 
and tide to help them ! A small measure of 
grace beseems not such a people, aor will an 
ordinary diligence in the work of God excuse 
them. All our lives have been filled with mer­
cies. God has mercifully poured out upon us 
the riches of sea and land, of heaven and earth. 
We are fed and clothed with mercy. We have 
mercies within and without. To number them, 
is to count the stars or the sands of the seashore. 
If there be any difference betwixt hell and earth 
—yea, or heaven and earth—then certainly we 
have received mercy. If the blood of the Son 
of God be mercy, then we are engaged to God 
by mercy. Shall God think nothing too much 
nor to good for us, and shall we think all too 
much that we do for Him P When I compare 
my slow and unprofitable life with the frequent 
and wonderful mercies received, it shames me, 
it silences me, and leaves me inexcusable.— 
Christian Treasury.

and
them into a wagon, started fer the cottage of 
the widow. A load of wood, for which I paid 
three dollars, preceded me. An hour's drive 
brought both loads in front of the house, and 
when my explanation waa given, there were wet 
eyes and warmer hearts in both parties. The 
widow wept for joy, and the children joined in, 
while I, finding my feelings too much for my 
strength, had to give way also to teats. The 
act waa one that gave me a new spirituel s'art, 
and when the preacher came back, I thought 
the discourse one of the most eloquent I hid 
ever listened io. The charge wa- in raystif, 
not in him or his preaching.

$tligioas Intelligente.
The Gospel in China

At a meeting last week of the Board of Mis­
sions of the protestent Episcopal Church, Bishop 
Paine spoke of the existence of heathenism in 
Cbina, end said that the providei.ee «I God ma le 
breaches in the great wall for th»< tilranoe of the 
eternal word. Tbiough the diplomacy of 
France, England and America. mi«si narles were 
n « enabled to preach til- word of God in the 
ancient capital of China In liidi-. the English 
Government had at one time encouraged the 

rship of Juggernaut, but now what a happy 
change had taken place lucre ! The re were now 
five hundred and fifty one English and American 
miaaionaries and in the Christian arhools of the 
country no has [ha i Ovu hundred thousand child­
ren. Referring io A'rica, he said t! nt God had 
given them the same encouragement t > go for­
ward with the blessed work there. Africa, as 
bad been observed, waa regarded as the most 
benighted and wretched part of the world, but 
it was not always so. Christian missions had at 
an early period existed there. At the present 
moment there were five hundred Christian 
missionaries in Southern Africa; hi t in Central 
Africa the most deplorable state of things existed. 
The King of Dahomey had three thousand 
wives, aad it was said of another African king 
that if all hia wives linked hands they would 
retch acroaa hie kingdom. The palace of the 
King of Dahomey was ornamented with human 
skulls, and it waa generally believed the mud of 
whic^ his palace was build was tempered with 
human gore. Slavery existed ail through 
Africa, about four-fifths of the Africans were 
alavea to the test. Refering to slavery in 
America, he said he was glad to sue the interest 
taken in the freedom of the South by people at 
the north. There was much to be done for 
them yet in the way of inatnetion. After twenty- 
two years spent in America and twenty-niae 
years in Africa, he could see that the beet por­
tion of the African race waa to be found in the 
United States of America. He stated that the 
tribes at Sierra Leone would never have been 
brought to the knowledge of the Christian re­
ligion but for the exertion of Christian mission­
aries. On the west coast of Africa there were 
sixteen missionary societies, one nundred and 
four foreign miaaionaries, one hundred African 
miaaionaries, one hundred and ten stations, one 
hundred churches and chapels had been built ; 
there were thirteen thousand children in the 
school», there were nineteen thousand com­
municants, and the gospel was preached to ten 
million people. The foreign missionary and the 
domestic missionary spirit lived and acted with 
each other. It was well to leave Christ’» word, 
but they should drink that word into their heart». 
He who was worthy of the Son of God should 
take up hia cross and follow Him. The Holy 
Spirit bad been promised to the church, end 
when they went forward in that spirit they would 
win great moral and religious victoria*.

AMERICA?* BIBLE SOCIETY. HOUBSty the Befit PoliCJ-
The stated meeting of the Managers waa held A fgtmcr tilled on Earl Fitawiliiam to repre- 

at the Bible House, As.or Place, cn Thursday, eent lhlt his crop of „h„t had been seriously
| injured in a field adjoining a certain wood, where

The Vaudois Mission.
The Vsudoia Churches of Piedmont, among 

which the faith once delivers 1 to the saints has 
been wonderfully preserved, doubtless because 
God haa a work for them to do in these latter 
day», are making strong effort» to evangelize 
Italy. They have 23 station» in Piedmont, Li­
guria, Lombardy, Tuacany, Sicily, etc., without 
including thou little commanitiea, which have 
not yet received a regular organisation. They 
employ 69 agent» ; via., 19 ministers, 11 evan­
gelists, and 29 teacher». They expend some 
124,000 francs—or almost £25,000—of which 
Englsad pays about $ 16,000, America $0,000, 
and France $800. A recent writer challenge» 
the manager» of missionary societies to give re­
sult* of the million work. He does this with a 
belief that no success worth sneaking of can be 
adduced, certainly none adequate to the expen­
diture of life end treasure which kas been made

Clinching a Sermon
I heard a sermon once, from a venerable iti­

nerant preacher, on benevolence. 1 thought 
the effort very lean, but one thing impressed 
me a little. “ Go,” said, he, “ and do something, 
after I have done preaching. Have it to say 
when I come back, four weeks hence, that you 
have done something, and my word and God’s 
word for it, you will be a better and a happier 
man." I knew a poor widow, living on the 
edge of some woods about a mile from my 
home. Her husband bad been dead two or 
three year», and with three helpless little girls 
she had a conflict with poverty. I had often 
spoken kindly U her, and thought my duty end­
ed when the words were uttered ; but when the 
urmon of the old white-headed preacher was 
done, the resolution wa* formed to go and do 
aomething.

Next day I visited the cellar, and measured 
out a bushel of potatoes, a bushel of apples, may be buried with their husband».

by the Church. The following extract from a 
history of millions in the Tonga or Friendly Is­
lands, will ahow that God’s preached word haa 
not returned void : There are in these islands, 
“ 169 Protestant places of worship ; 24 resident 
European and native ministers ; 13 catechists ; 
214 day school teachers ; 676 Sabbath school 
teachers ; 856 lay preachers ; 9822 church mem­
bers ; 248 day schools, containing 9712 scholars. 
The number of regular attendants upon public 
worship is about 30,000 ; and more than £3000 
per annum are contributed voluntarily by the 
people tor religious purposes.” The native 
churches “ meet the total expenses of the mis­
sionaries, and religious institutions amongst 
them ”—a remarkable fact which ought to eilenoe 
those whose pleasure it ia to decry Christian 
initiions and missionaries.

THE ISLES OF THE SEA.
At a recent meeting of the Weileyin Mis­

sionaries in Australia, held at Sydney, New 
South Wales, a missionary report wa» presented 
which contained some interesting statements.— 
In the Fejee Islands, during the last year, several 
thousand heathen have renounced the worship 
of dumb idols, and now acknowledge the Lord 
to be God. Nearly 3000 pereone have, in the 
past year, been added to the Church. Progress 
ia made also in the out-lying ielende. Ia Ro. 
tuman, several elementary books have been 
printed for children of the schools, and in the 
faot that professing Christiana on the Island oat- 
number those who continue heathen, the mis­
sionaries have the pledge that yet a little while 
end the little leaven shall leaven the whole lump. 
Yet the light shines amid gross darkness. We 
are etill told of ware, and fightings, of cannibal­
ism the most revolting, of sick persons buried 
|tiv% of the strangling of widows, that they

the 4th instant. Twelve new auxiliaries were 
recognized : one in each of the States of Wis­
consin, Missouri, Kansar, North Carolina, and 
Georgia, five in Kentucky, end two in South 
Caroline. Grant* of hooks were made, amount­
ing in all to 7,505 volum.-s ; among which were 
Bible» and Testaments in the Bohemian lan­
guage, for a colony on Long Island ; many grau.a 
to different points in the Soutlyrn States ; to 
the American Seamen’s Friend Society ; and 
three volumes in raised letters for the blind ; in 
addition to tci«, donation» to the value of 8300 
to feeble sc tie ties in Tennessee ; and in funds, 
$1,000 sere granted to the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Cnurcb, for printing 
Scriptures at Lucknow; in India.

Centrai ÿlisrcIJanji.
Old Winter is Coming.

BT HUGH More. ,
O tl Winter is coming again—alack !

How icy and cold ia he !
HeHcares not a pin for » shivering buck ; 
lie’s a Saucy old ch ip to white and black ;
He whistles hie chill» with u wonderful knack, 

For he comes from a cold country !

A witty old fellow this Winter is—
A mighty old fellow for glee !

He cracks his joke» on the pretty, sweet miss, 
The wrinkled old maiden, unfit to kiss—
And freezes the dew on their lips ; for this 

Is Ibn way with old fellows like he !

Old Winter’s a frolicsome blade, I wot—
He is wild in his humour and free !

He’ll whistle along for " the want of thought ;” 
And set all the warmth of our furs at naught ; 
And ruffle the Does by pretty girls bought—

A frolicsome fellow is he !

Old Winter is blowing bis gust! along,
And merrily shaking the tree !

From morning till night he will sing his song— 
Now moaning, and short—now howling and long 
His voice is loud, for his lungs aie alroeg—

A merry old fellow is be.

Old Winter’s a tough old fellow for blows,
Ae tough as ever you see !

He will trip up your trotters and rend yovr clothes 
And stiffen your limbs from your fingers to toes ; 
He minds not the cries of his friends or his toes— 

A tough old fellow ii he !

A cunning old fellow is Winter, they say,
A cunning old fellow is he !

He peeps in the crevices day by day,
To see how we’re paising our time away,
And mark all our doings from grave to gey— 

I’m afraid he’s peeping at me !

hie hounds had, during the winter, frequently 
met to hunt. He stated that the young wheat 
had been so cut up and destroyed, that ia some 
parts h'e could ncthope for any produce. “ Well, 
my friend," said the Earl, “ I am aware that we 
have frequently met in that field, and that we 
have done considerable injury ; and if you can 
produce an estimate of the lose you have sus­
tained, I will repay you.” The farmer replied, 
that, anticipating hia lordship’s consideration 
and kindness, he had requested a friend to assist 
him in estimating the damage, and they thought 
as the crop seemed quite destroyed, fifty dollars 
would not more than repay him. The lord gave 
him the money. As the harvest, however, ap­
proached, the wheat grew, and in those parts of 
the field that were trampled, the wheat wae the 
strongest and moat luxuriant. The farmer went 
agaia to the :Earl, and, being introduced, laid, 
“ I am come, my lord, respecting the field of 
wheat adjoining such a wood.” He recollected 
the circumstencei. “ Well, my friend, did I not 
allow you sufficient to remunerate you for the 
less ? ” 11 Yes, I have found that I have sus­
tained no lots it all ; for where the horses had 
most eut up the land, the crop ia most promis­
ing, and 1 have therefore brought the fifty dol­
lars back again." “ Ah ! ” exclaimed the Earl, 
“ this is what I like ; thia ia what ought to be 
between man and man.” He then entered into 
conversation with the farmer, asking some ques­
tions about hie family ; hew many children he 
had, &c. He then presented the farmer a check 
for one hundred pounds. “ Take cere of this, 
and when your eldest son ia of age preeent it to 
him, and tell the occasion that produced it"

Wanted—A British American Mint
The gold production of British North Ame­

rica now reaches considerably over half a million 
dollars per annum. The amounts returned as 
the total yield of Nova Scotia hare gone up from 
7,275 ounces in 1862, to 24,867 ounces in 1865, 
and‘<?anada is already producing 10,000 ounces 
per annum. So numerous are the veins and to 
varibui the ores, that it it now very desirable 
that a Government Assay Office should be esta­
blished, or, at leaet, that some compeieut che­
mist, to be paid by fe«s, should be authorised to 
give official assays for the guidance of discover- 
era and capitalists. And in connection with this, 
we would suggest that it ia now time to think of 
establishing a mint for British North America.

From the Tsar Book and Almanac of British 
North America, we find the Colonies have-alrea­
dy imported minted money to e considerable 
extent, u uader :—

$2.00 pieces 
20 cent pieces 
Cents

Cents
Half Cents

20 cent pieces 
10 cent pieces
5 cent pieces 
Cents

20 cent pieces 
10 cent pieces
6 ce nt pieces 
Cents

NEWFOUNDLAND.
Gold. Silver. Copper.
$ s $

20,000 00 00
00 32,000 00
00 00 2,400

NOVA SCOTIA.
00 00 15,903
00 00 2,000

NEW BRUNSWICK.
| 00 55,002 00

00 30,000 00
00 10,000 00
00 00 12,980

CANADA.
00 146,079 00
00 121,640 , 00
00 96,904 00
00 oq 73,020

are hardly current, and certainly are not 
their face value in any dther ; a state of thing» 
which cannot possibly be allowed to lait, for 
with or without Confederation, these Colonies 
ought to have but one money, weight or mea­
sure.

Of course, it would be possible so to arrange 
matters as to have the new coin struck at the 
Royal Mint, in London, as the present ones have 
been ; but we should much prefer to have it done 
in British North America. Probably it would 
be best to have the mint in Montreal, with a 
branch at Halifax. Philadelphia retained the 
United State» mint when the head of Govern­
ment was established at Washington. Montreal, 
which is to be the seat neither of the local nor 
general government under the Confederation of 
British America, may, perhaps, in like manner, 
claim the mint, to which its proximity to the 
Canadian gold fields gives it the added claim of 
convenience.

The new coinage for British America would 
probably reach a million of dollars, within the 
firit year ; and, on the ground of expense, it 
would be better to have it struck here, avoiding 
iniurtnce, freight, &c-, in it» transportation from 
Europe. Betide»—in connection with the Assay 
Office—it would establish a market at oar own 
doors for the gold we raise, and so relieve our. 
minera from the loi» they must now often euffer 
from dealing with middle-men, too often for­
eigner*.— Trade Review.

; .7 -—---------
. Thbhe ia no perplexity, no neoesiity, no ob­

ligation, no expediency, which should either en­
force or persuade us to any sin.

Not Very Near Neighbors.
The diameter of the earth’» orbit is as it ware 

the pocket-rule of the astronomer with which he 
meaeures distances which the mind can no more 
grasp than infinity. This star-measurer is one 
hundred and ninety millions of miles in length. 
Thia the astronomer lays down on the floor of 
heaven, and drawing lines from its extremities 
to the nearest fixed star, or a centauri, he finds 
the angle thue subtended by thia base line to be 
not quite one second I By the simple Bole of 
Three he then arrive! at the fact that the near­
est fixed star is 21,000,000,000 miles distant.

From another simple calculation it follows, 
that in the apace around our solar system de­
void of stars, there ia room in one dimension, or 
in one straight line, for 12,000 solar systems ; 
in two dimensions, or in one plane, there is room 
for 130 millions of aolar systems, and in actual 
sidereal apace of three dimensions, there ia room 
for 1,500,000,000,000 of solar systems, the aise 
of our own. Nay, good firmer, do not look so 
unbelievingly. Your boy need not graduate 
from 4he district school to prove all this. On# 
and a half million of solar ayateme, as large u 
ours, might ha set in the space which divide# 
between it and ita nearest neighbor. And if we 
might assume the aggregate population of out 
aolar system to be 20,000,000,000, then there 
would be room enough for thirty thousand tril­
lions of human beings to live, lovrf; end labor in 
the worlds that might be planted in this tame 
starless void.

Nay, good sceptical man, hold on a moment 
longer. Our sun ie but a dull hazy speck of 
light ie the greet milky way, end Dr. Hereehel 
says he discovered fifty thousand just such aune 
in tbit highway ot worlds, in a apace apparently 
a yard in breath, and six in length. Think of 
that a moment ! and then that no two of them 
arc probably nearer each other than twenty 
billions of miles ; and then, that the iter Dm 
space between their solar systems might con­
tain 1,500,000,000,000 of similar system» !— 
Multiply these spaces and theae systems by a 
hundred millions, and you will have numbered 
the world that a powerful glass will open to 
your view, from one point of Space.

“ One Word More and I have Done.”— 
How wc dread to bear this sentence from the 
lips of a speaker at. » public meeting. It 1» a 
sure indication that he D bracing up for a fresh 
■tart. The “ one word ” is too often » half 
hour’s discourse.

Showing a total of 20,000 480,75^1 117,207 
That, besides British, American, French, Mex­

ican and other moneys, there are Mmdeen differ­
ent coin, in circulation. The coin, ofVnC^itUljU^^a with that encouragement whit* de-

legalat rivedVem]^"

MRS. MARTIN, OF SAND POINT, GUTSBORO* CO.
Died at Sand Point, Manchester Circuit, Oct. 

15ih, I860, Mut y Ann, widow of the lets Joseph 
Martin, aged 58 years. Early in life Mre. Mar­
tin was the subject of religious impreMiona, 
which resulted in her conversion to God whet» 
about fourteen years of age. Though not alw*ya

religious asauuiïrtè*»». r»‘ from the 
time of her conversion her conduct was marked 
by a decided and unswerving devotfoj? to the. 
true purpose» of life. She felt deeply for the 
spirituel welfare of her family. Her attachment 
to the cau»y of Christ was ardent and aincere. 
For a number of years the ministers in their 
stated vis/ts found a home and a preaching place 
in her house.

In August 1865, she felt the first symptoms 
of cancer. Soon after being persuaded from its 
rapid development that she could not escape ita 
fatal effects,—and while thinking about the- 
dreadful forms which cancer generally assumes 
before it; becomes fatal,—there vu something 
in such a death at which flesh and blood recoiled. 
But she submitted to the will of God, end white 
passing through the trying ordeal, she calmly 
committed herself Jo the Saviour, and realised 
the ell-eufficienoy of Divine grace. Some months 
before her death she seemed to have been favor­
ed with a glimpse “ within the vail.” Listening 
to her speaking about what aha saw beyond the 
“ River of death,* the impreuion waa made that 
one who had really seen waa describing that 
bteaead abode. She had ardent longing* to de­
part and be with Christ On • certain day aba 
hoped the mortal conflict would and, but having 
watched away the hours of » altering without be­
ing released she appeared somewhat disappoint­
ed. Receiving a fresh baptism of (tea Holy Spirit 
she was enabled willingly to «offer and wait un­
til the Lord saw fit to call her hanoe; and when 
s4 length the messenger arrived, ehe departed ie 
great peace to be forever with the Lord.
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