THE WESLEYAN.

the Lamb’s wife,” would feel that she had, that she could | which leaves the heart ; and that Christians, who have com-
pave no ioterest npart from his, that ail her worldly i paratively escaped all the others, may be uncounsciously en-
ions belonged to him, and that she would grateful'y |slaved by this. Covetousnnss, deuotes the state of mind
surrender them to him, _wi-hing that for his dear sake they | from which the Supreme God has been lost, laboering to re-
had been ten thousand-fold more. o | pluce hiin by some subordinate form of enjoyment. ‘I'he de-
« To ask il such is the conduct of the C'hmmn charch | terminate directioa which this _cnvin‘ takes alter many is
woald be worse thun lnﬂl_ng; ', All seek their own, not the purely accidental ; and arises from the gen-ral coasent of
things which are Jesas Christ’s ? : society, that mon :y ehall be the representative of all property :
« Why seek then worldly prosperity ? They know of and, as such the key t0 all the uveaues of worldly enjoy-
nothing equal to that. Every thing is mnade to give way to ment. (1.—333.) g T
that. ‘The cause of Christ itsell must wait for that, and is Forms of Covelsusness
oalv held secondary to it. What ! negloct any thing which| | i Ny ss. o .
\ends 1o increase their gains '---they would deem themselves : .by worldlinsss we mean cupidity i its u‘rheﬂ, most
mad to think of it , even though the sulvation of au 1umortal ?““ le, and most previiling form : not yet "“h“"“‘_'y de-
soul has to wait in consequence. And thus while God has veloped 10. be conspicuous w the eye of wan, yet sufficient-
to complain of them as slothfal and unfaiti:ful ia his ser\ice, ly ‘?har:\cterxftw. and active to incar "." prohibition of God.
Mastaox can boast of them as awong his most diligent and Rtapa‘iiy, iscovelonsness grasping : ‘* making baste
devoted servants. to be rich.”’ Deterinined lo gratify itself, it overlooks the
«They seek their worldly emjoyment. Self, sclf, is mora'ity of the me.-.:u, deoguea alike the urq:nm of indus-
the idol to which they are perpetuaily sacrificing ; the mons- "‘.':i.'“_'d the scru;les of imtegrity, and thiuks only of the
ter whose ravenous appetite they are pepetually feaating, ""’i""“ way of sace: s, ) . .
and which eate up nearly ail they have. "So great is the cost|, dParsc_mony. I8 covelousness pa:ting with its life-
of dressing and decorating this idol, of serving and feusting ?O ’ ll.“‘u“ rmlf"“" of selfishoess ; the art of parting
it, of cousalting its voracious uppetites, and winistering to wn::n as litthe as possible. . )
its various gratifications, that but littlo is left for the cause of| Avarice, is coveioteness ’“’"‘!""S- It is the love of
Cheit, Self is Dives in the mansion, clothed in parple, and mo.r‘xe’v unl.n ll.nuun. or [or its own sake. )
faring sumptoously every day,---the cause of Christ, is b ‘,"’“‘(’8"‘{!- though directly “l’?‘_’"‘? to avarice or
Lazarus lying at his gite, and fed only with the cru.nbs oarding, is quite cowpatible with copidity ; and is, indeed,
which fall from his table.” (42.—45.) _{ 80 frequently fuund_ in comb'nation W:lh. it, that it may be
. S ’ . . regarded as one of its complex forne.—-'Che character which
Mr. Harris thus convincingly applies his precious Sullust gives of Cataline, tht ** ha was covctous of other

statements in proof of the declaration he had made men's wealth, while he s jaan.lcred Lis own,”’ is one of very
and which we referred to at the commencement of this | €0u'mon occarrence. (56, —u0.)
ﬂ The Prevalence of Covelousness.

¢* The charge of covetousness, under one or other of these
varicus forms, how large a proportion of nankind, and even
of pipfessing Christians, mu:t plead guilty !

¢ The truth is, covetonsness is native to our fallen nature ;
and, unless religion vanis.i it, in its indiscriu:inate ravages, it
will vanquish religion. ‘

¢ (Go!d is the only power which receives universai homsge.
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present article :

‘“ These are some of the leading forms of that demon of
selfishness, whose name is Legion ; and which,in every age,
bes been the great antagonist of the gospel, threatening
at times even to drive the principle of benevolence from the
word. What is it bat this that keeps the piety of the indi-
videal possessor, joyless to himself 2 which renders many

a eongregation of professing christians, a cowpuny of | :
St man, sesombling mercly for their o religions It is worshipped in all Junds withoai a single tenple, and by

tive useless man, aseembling merely for their own ruligions
eads, and separating ouly to pursue their own worldly ends, : . 4 Lo
as regardless of the wellure of others as if noue but-vtbem-i“hh to boast of having arniics for its pa.'mlmn'od, u.nd heca-
selves inhabited the earth ? which tarns the several denomi-|tou"s of hawau victige f-cits of its sacrifices.”” (61 —78.)
natioas of which the Christian Charch is cnmposeJ, mto so The Pre‘cn‘ Predominance Of Corelousncss n
many sources of mutuul disquictude and weakness > and Brilas X
which makes that Charch the sun o! an iafid:l wo.d, inste..d riaatit, ) ; ) . o
of its boast and glory 2 It has defriuded willions of the oifer|  ** Iiow large a proportion of what is cast into the Chris-
of olernal life : and what bot seliishness ie, at this mo-|tian treusury must be regard.d marely s a hind of quat-
oyent, defrauding God of his glory long since due > and t.iv reat paid in the canee of bcr!gvnl ‘e bv the spirit of trade
eharch of its promised prosp:rity ? and the world of the 12- that it be lefi frce to devote itself to .lha absorbing clauns
demption provided first 7 \Well has self been dsnominated|of the world. ilow small a proportion of it is substracted
the great Antichrist : for thou-h it mav not be the antichrist | 10M the varieties and indalgeices of life ; how very litle
of prophecy which is to np;ear in the latter day, it is the of it results from a s~tiled plan of b-ncvolenze. or from that
Y self-deni |, without which, in CLiistirn principles, there it

aatichrist of every day and every age : the great usurper of : .
the rights of Christ, the great antagounist and obstacje to his,no benevolence, [iever, perhaps, waa seif-denial a rarer
Saiversal reign. * For all seek “their own, n o things | Virtue than in the present age.”’ (88.)

which are J.sas Christ’s.” "’ Tests of Covelousness.
The first part of Mammon is directed 28 the consi-{ Are you what the poor denominate, hard-hearted ? ea-

deration of SErrisuNEss, THE ANTAGONIST OF THE pable of driving @ hard bargain ? rigid and inexorable as an
Gosrer. Part the Second is styled—CovETOUSNESS, Lzyptian luk-mzuler. in your mode of conducting business?

~rge P F ¢ Are you, w!m( is commonly denominated mean ? cal-

Rixcieat Forw or Seirisuxess,—Ix 11s ting down the enjoyments of those who are dependent on you

Nitune, Forms, PrEvaLENCE, FspeciaLLY IN BRi-[to the very quick >—doling out requital for services with se

Tain, Disguises, Trsts, Evirs, Dooy, and PLgas.|niggardly & hand, that want alone woald submit to your bea-

1 - - w i age ?
To illustrate the entire of these sub-divisions by d"ﬁ Can you * go beyond, and defraud Snother in any mat-

suitable and numerous extracts from the work before [1er?* Do not hastily resent the question. Now we take it

us, is out of our power ; but a few quitations upon|for granted thst you would not l:riolule the liuwd; that you
the moat ; . ol sobq shudder at tha bare shadow of dishonesty ;—but ‘do yoa na-
nn'nmo‘ [~ l‘mp()rtam of tlic aborRiopies By feltiir b ver avail yourself io business of the ignorance aud weak-

interesting nor unprofitable. ness of others ?

The nature of Covetousness. « He whom you acknowledge as your [.ord and Master has

*“ If selfishness be the prevailing form of sin, covetousness | declared that it is more blessed to give than receive,” a
Miy be regarded as the prevailing form of selfishness. A | saying which falls like a parados, an enigma, an impossibi-
veory little reflection will suffice to show that, while the o'her | lity on the infidel covetonsness of the homan heart,—do you
fom of selfishness are partial in their existence, this is.find that your heart, when left to itself, sympathizes more
;_"""ll i that it lies in our daily path and surrounds us|cordially on this point with yoor Master or with the world ?
5'?-. . atmosphere ; that it exceeds all others in the plausi-| ¢ And whea the hour retarns for your ‘appearance in the
ility of its pretensions and the insidaousness of its opera-| closet, in the saoctaary, at the post of christiss usefsinowe
How ; that it e, commoonly, the Jast forn of selfishness)and benevolence, but retaras to mourn your absepoo—whese

ail classes without a sing'e hypocrite ; and often hae it been




