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immigration, the census of Canada in 
1944 should be thirty millions.

This is on the assumption that 
Canada will continue to make room 
and to find work for the people that 
continue to come during “Canada’s 
century” : which is merely a phase of 
optimism at oresent pervading Can
ada from coast to coast.

Meanwhile they continue to come. 
"Quality and quantity” has been sub
stituted for mere quantity by the De
partment of Immigration under the 
management of Mr. W. D. Scott, 
Superintendent, and the Hon. Minis
ter of the Interior. On board three 
steamers which arrived at the port 
of Halifax during the week ending 
April 2nd were men, women and 
children equal in number to the popu
lation of a good sized town. In 1901 
Regina and Edmonton, the respective 
capitals of Saskatchewan and Al
berta, together contained several 
hundred less inhabitants than the 
three steamers from Europe carried. 
Calgary was half a thousand behind 
the number and the population of a 
hundred little settlements in the 
Canadian West, destined some day 
to become flourishing cities, was con
tained in these three steamers.

With thousands on the waiting list 
the influx will last till well on into 
the summer, the tide being diverted 
to Montreal and Quebec after the 
season at the Atlantic ports of Hali
fax and St. John has closed.

Before the last of the three big 
liners had landed its human freight 
at Halifax other liners were on the 
way from the other side of the At
lantic with equally large passenger 
lists. One, which left Rotterdam, has 
a record number on board, there be
ing more than two thousand immi
grants on this steamer alone. Few 
steamers arrive now with less than 
1,400 passengers and extra boats 
have to be sent out to relieve the 
situation on the other side.

St. John shares with its sister city 
the winter influx of immigrants and 
what has been said of Halifax applies 
with equal force to the Bay of Fundy 
city.

In spite of regulations which have 
been characterised as harsh by many 
journals, the immigrants now reach
ing this country are able to pass mus
ter. The three last ships of the Allan 
Line, with passengers aggregating in 
number more than four thousand, 
brought only one person who was 
held up by the immigration authori
ties. His was a mild case of trachoma 
from which he will soon recover un
der treatment.

“The best lot of immigrants ever 
brought into the port of Halifax are 
arriving daily,” said the United 
States Immigration Agent at Halifax 
to the writer a few days ago. “They 
are bringing out giants these days,” 
he added. This officer had no deten
tions worth speaking of from these 
ships. The Canadian agent was 
equally as emphatic in his apprecia
tion of the quality of the immigrants.

Steamers of all flags are under 
charter to companies engaged in this 
great traffic. Two years ago the New 
York and Continental Steamship 
Company started a fortnightly ser
vice between Rotterdam and New 
York via Halifax. The first steam- 
ers brought out less than 200 passen
gers for both ports on an average. A 
dozen or two would be landed at 
Halifax. The line was not taken 
seriously and when the company 
transferred its business and steamers 
t° the Northwest Transport Com
pany, very little more was looked for 
from the company. It was expected 
that such a line, unrecognised as it 
"’as and operating in the face of such

well established lines as the Ham
burg American, North German Lloyd 
and Canadian Pacific, would have 
odds against it. The expectations 
were realised. Many deportations 
were made as a result of the lack of 
selection on the other side, but the 
line grew in favour and at the begin
ning of this year it had attained a 
position where choice could be made 
and undesirables rejected.

Complete returns for the season 
are not available till the end of April. 
The figures up to the end of March 
are instructive, however, and it suf
fices to say in reference to the pres
ent month that the conditions of the 
previous months prevail to a greater 
extent than in previous months. The 
Allan Line has placed extra boats in 
service to cope with the traffic and 
with the opening of the St. Lawrence 
the Canadian Northern Steamship 
Company will be in the field for pas
senger traffic in addition to the old 
lines.

The banner year for immigration 
was 1906-07. Then the slump took 
place and work could not be found 
for those in Canada. In 1908-9 trade 
conditions had improved to such an 
extent that immigration was again 
encouraged. This year there is room 
for all, so long as the newcomer is a 
desirable citizen.

St. John has had the same ex
perience as Halifax with immigra
tion. Every direct ship arriving there 
has a full passenger list. The 
Empress boats and Lake steamers of 
the C. P. R. bring their thousands 
and the other lines find St. John a 
convenient port at which to dis
embark some of their passengers.

The immigrants arriving at Hali
fax at the present time fall into sev
eral natural divisions. There is the 
great mass of British-born settlers 
from the British Isles, or rather from 
Scotland and England. Irishmen sel
dom emigrate to Canada ; they flock 
to the United States.

Every now and then parties of 
girls and boys are brought out from 
various “homes” in England. These 
are former waifs, changed by health
ful food and careful treatment into 
robust children. Heedless of climatic 
conditions and their surroundings, 
they are the life of the ships on 
which they come out. The best- 
known institution of this kind is the 
Dr. Barnardo Home in Liverpool. 
Since 1882 the Barnardo Home has 
sent out to Canada more than 22,000 
children, many of whom are now 
wealthy citizens of this Dominion. 
Mr. Alfred B. Owen, who is in 
charge at Peterboro, the Canadian 
distributing centre, made his 191st 
trip across the Atlantic a few weeks 
ago.

Special trains are made up on the 
arrival of the steamers. The time of 
their arrival is known long in ad
vance through the medium of wire
less telegraphy, with which all pas
senger boats on the Atlantic are or 
are about to be fitted. So far this 
season the number of immigrant 
specials in excess of the number up 
to date last year is in the vicinity 
of 40.

Very little time is spent by the 
immigrant at Halifax. Boston inspec
tors made a record this month by 
inspecting 2,000 passengers from the 
Ivernia in four hours, 281 remaining 
at the conclusion for special interro
gation by a special board. It took 
eighteen inspectors to do the work in 
this time. Two Canadian inspectors 
at Halifax, Messrs. Barnstead and 
Blackader, inspected the Hesperian’s 
1,416 passengers on the nth instant 
in less than eight hours inclusive of 
the dinner hour.

YOUR PLANS
FOR NEXT SUMMER
should Include at least one trip through Canadian Northern terri
tory. The railways of the Canadian Northern System traverse the 
finest summering country In six provinces—from the ocean shore of 
Nova Scotia to the foot-hills of the Rockies. HERE IS A CHOICE— 
IN ONTARIO—Sparrow Lake, Lake Oouchiohing, the entire range of the 

Muskoka Lakes, Georgian Bay, and the newest fishing territory in 
Ontario—the Georgian Bay Hinterland.

IN QUEBEC—The Ottawa and St. Lawrence Valleys, the Laurentians, the 
Upper St. Maurice, Lake Edward, Lake St. John, Lake St. Joseph 
and the Saguenay.

IN NOVA SOOTIA—The Ocean Shore from Halifax to Yarmouth, Lake 
Rossignol, the Annapolis Valley, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence side 
of Cape Breton Island.

IN THE WEST—The Superior Divide (Port Arthur to Lake of the Woods), 
the rivers, lakes, woods of Manitoba, and beyond the Saskatchewan 
up to Edmonton.

Inquiries to Information Bureau, Canadian Northern Railway System, Toronto, Ont.

Housecleaning made a Delightful Undertaking with a

PERFECT Vacuum Cleaner
Rugs, carpets, furniture, bedding, etc., 

thoroughly and quickly cleaned without 
being disturbed.

A Cleaner that is light, strong simple in 
construction, effective and easily cleaned and 
has a blower attachment. Handpower $25.00, 
water motor $35.00 A. C. Electric $75.00.

McKuan’s PERFECT Combined Washing 
Machine and Boiler

A Perfect Washing Machine. The latest on 
the market, “1910,” one that will do the 
washing right on the stove while the clothes 
are boiling, no rubbing, no damage to the 

_, ... . ., . „ most delicate fabric, producing cleaner
and much winter dothes A complete surprise to everybody. Prices $10.00 and up. 

Purely Canadian. Patented both here and in the United States.
Write for pamphlets and further particulars. Mail orders receive special attention.

The Perfect Manufacturing. Comp’y
GUELPH, ONTARIO

ARE YOU
on the list for a copy of

“ Tours to Summer Haunts ”
describing

Canadian \ \ Canadian
Tours J xo \ Resorts

BY THE SEA
in Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince 

Edward Island.
Write Advertising Dept Intercolonial Railway, 
Moncton, N. B.

The P oint of Contact
With the passing throng is

--The Shop Window--
It should be the bright spot of your whole establish
ment. Our representative will plan an ecomical 
installation for you.

The Toronto Electric Light Co., Limited
PHONE MAIN 3975

r»—
12 ADELAIDE ST. EAST TORONTO ONT.

IN ANSWERING THESE ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION THE “CANADIAN COURIER."


