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CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

At the meeting of the Pre»b)terlsn 
General Assembly In Halifax on the lV.h 
Inst., a committee appointed for the con­
sideration of the bi-centenary of 1G88| 
that Is to say, of the expulsion of James 
II. from the Eoglleb throne, and Its 
assumption by William III, Prince of 
Orange, reported that “Sabbath,” Novem 
Ler 1 h, be set apart as a day when special 
reference shall be made to this memorable 
occasion In British history, and also that, 
if precticable, meetings should be held on 
the Monday evening following. Io his 
speech, submitting the report, Dr. Burns 
recounted the principal acts of the killing 
time when persecution and bloodshed 
Were the fate of God’s saints. He pour- 
tayed very strongly “the baseness of the 
Charleses and the endurance of the Scot­
tish Covenanters.” The following reso 
lutlon was then moved by Mr. It. Murray, 
of Halifax, seconded by Dr. Cochrane, and 
carried :

“The General Assembly avails Itself of 
the fact lhat this is the bicentenary of 
the revolution of 1G8* to record Its admit 
aiton of the heroic endurance manifested 
by our martyred forefathers, who were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance, and 
loved not their lives unto the death. The 
Assfiubly records devout gratitude to 
Almighty Uud for the great deliverance 
wrought for our beloved fatherland by 
the accession of William and Mary to th* 
throne and its unabated and unqualified 
adherence to those fur damental principles 
of civil and religious liberty, of which the 
revoiuvion two hundred years ago was the 
txpmsion and embodiment. The General 
Assembly approves of the rccommenda 
lions cf Ilia r- port, and would Instruct 
ministers and sessions to take order that 
effect be given to these In such manner as 
thty deem best, to the end that our ancient 
testimony for truth and righteousness ba 
maintained, the safeguards around the 
throne, as well as uur altars and our 
hearths, be preserved, and that freidom, 
civil and religious, which we have obtained 
for so great a sum, be .ran.milted in Its 
entirety to the generations that are yet to 
coma.”

It must bo borne iu mind that this 
General Assembly is the bights', authority 
iu the Presbyterian Church. It Is true 
that Its decleloLB have no foica further 
than in thePresbyterian Church of Canada, 
b it as, like other Nationa1 P.etbyteriau 
bodies, its jurisdiction Is supreme and in­
dependent, and even is evidently not con­
fined to Canadian territory, inasmuch as 
there are Churches elsewhere that re- 
ognizî its jurisdiction, as iu the United 
S'.atcs, to say nothing of missions to 
heathen lands, the supreme authority of 
the Church speaks in the above resolu­
tion. It is the voice of a body which 
professes to speak in the name of and 
with the authority of God, a body which 
professes tj be “the Church of God, the 
pillar and ground of Truth.” This body 
declares that the dethronement of James 
11. was a laudable act, Inasmuch as It was 
effected in defence of the “fundamental 
principles of civil and religious liberty.”

We cannot but call this a wilful attempt 
on the part of the Presbyterian Assembly 
to deceive. It is bad enough that a poll 
tlcal body should be so eunkeu in the 
depths of trickery as to deal in misrepre­
sentation and falsehood, bat when a 
Church, professing to speak lu the name of 
the Deity, does this, it is nothing short of 
blasphemy, lit only for the platform of a 
Bxcchaullan twelfth cf July gathering. 
There were cruelties inillcted on the Cam- 
eronians and others who were as violently 
opposed to the Monarchy as they were to 
Episcopacy, or Prelacy and Popery, but 
the laws under which thtse were ltllicted 
were not the work of James. They were 
pieced by his Protestant predecessor*, and 
by Protestant Parliaments, and the 
cruelty of their execution was the work 
of Protestant officers. Tne acts of James 
which brought on hisiuln, and nftde him 
a fugitive from his country, were his 
efforts to restore prosperity and some 
measure of justice to the people of Ire­
land, and to modify the infamy of the 
ptnal laws against Catholics, Q lakenqand 
other sulfirers from the most Draconian 
legislation that ever disgraced the statute 
books of a civilized community.

We shall not quote Loid Macaulay as a 
reliable authoiity on and witness to the 
c mtrovereies of that age, bat as a friend 
t> the Revolution of 1GSS, whose testi­
mony, where it reflects credit uponJame®, 
is that of an enemy, forced by the evi­
dence of the truth to bear witness against 
himself :

“On the eighteenth of March the Kirg
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or, «kick U tha mm, to keep It to the 
baak-ground. Io our estimation It li let 
more like to be productive of . crop ef 
Infidel, then of Christian,, end from wbst 
we have learned this is the actual result 
where the plan ha, bam adopted.

There la no plan of Union poielble, 
consistent with Chiiatiin principle,, ex 
cept that which we bare indicated, a 
return to the one fold, which alone Cbriit 
established, submission to the one Church 
which He imtituted, and which l, “the 
pillar and the ground of truth."

TBE CROFTERS AND HO HE RULE.

While the Presbyterian General 
Assembly of Ireland was declaring Itself 
in favor of the despotism of Coercion and 
tenant oppreeilon, aud against Home 
Iiule, the Aaeembly of the Free Church of 
Scotland at Iaverneee, devoted Itself a 
whole day to the consideration of the 
caee of the croftere and the Highland cotter 
population. There were thirteen over­
tures from Presbyterians laying the facta 
of the case before the Assembly, and de 
daring the condition of the people intol­
erable, The Aeaembly wee asked to take 
the matter up and to petition Parliament 
to apply an Immediate remedy by pro­
moting the use of the land for the good 
of the people.

It was resolved to petition Parliament 
to enlarge present and create new hold­
ings, and to grant money aid for the 
stocking of enlarged holdings on the 
terms offered to crofter emigrsnts, so that 
the population may be retained in the 
country ae far as the Highlands and 
Islands are capable of aupporting It.

The Assembly also expressed the deepest 
sympathy with the crofters in the de­
pression which weighed so heavily on them. 
It was also declared that the Government 
are bound to redress the c-ofters’ grievances 
and the wrongs under which they are suf­
fering, and to amend tba laws to which 
such suffering Is to ba attributed. Satis­
faction was expressed, however, a*, recent 
legislation which had recogniz :d the 
ueceesity of ameliorating the condition of 
the people, While exhorting the people 
to obey the law, the Assembly expressed 
its deep anxiety to see measures adopted 
without delay to remedy existing evils and 
irritations.

It was reported that 192 persons, com­
prising thirty families, bad left for Canada 
up to 7th of June.

The Free Kirk Assembly have thus 
shown that their hearts are with their 
people in their sufferings, while the Irish 
Presbyterian Assembly show, on the con­
trary, that they delight to see their fel­
low countrymen siiffsriog under the 
infamous administration of bid laws.

MR CHAMBERLAIN'S PRO. 
GRAMME.

The programme which appeared,in the 
Birmingham Daily Pod, proposing a plqn 
for the cure of Irish grievauers, has been 
formally adopted by Mr. Chambsrla’n in 
a recent spaech made before the Liberal 
Unionists of the constituency. The pro­
gramme was supposed to have emanated 
from him, or at lesst to have expressed 
hls views, but by his adoption of it all 
doubt on the subject has been di-pelled. 
He declares that these proposals are the 
utmost to which hls party will consent. 
It will be remembered that they Include 
the concession of , certain amount of 
Local Government through County 
Boards or Provincial Councils, the gradual 
transformation of tenants into landlords, 
by means of purchase of estates by Gov­
ernment, which would place the state 
In the position of the present landlords, 
and give the tenantry the opportunity of 
purchase after payment of a compara­
tively small rental in the meantime, and 
the Inception of Public Works on a large 
scale. In return for these concessions he 
wishes the Irish National party to aban­
don their demand for Home Rule on the 
basis of Mr. Gladstone’s proposals, as he 
will never consent to tha establishment of 
an Irish parliament. Irish Industries, 
which have been destroyed by Ejglieh 
legislation, he is willing to encourage.

The Nationalists receive these proposals 
with contemptuous coolness. There Is no 
doubt that as a measure of partial justice 
conceded to a long-suffering people, If they 
were offered by the Government seriously, 
as a substitute for Coercion, they would 
be gladly accepted as an Instalment of 
justice, but never on condition that the 
agitation for Home Rule be laid aside, 
l^r. Chamberlain seems to Imagine that 
Irish Nationality is a suitable commodity 
to be purchased and sold for the benefit of 
worn-out politlcaus, aud as a means of 
restoring them to a position which they 
hive justly forfeited, encouragement to 
Irish Industries, and the proposed Land 
Purchase, are both large concessions, com­
pared with what has hitherto been offered 
to Ireland, but proposed for the purpose 
of shutting off the just demands of the 
country for self-government, and of 
elevating Mr. Chamberlain Into office, 
they cannot be acceptable. The rights of 
the people and the prosperity of the 
country are too precious to be bartered 
away in this style. A government at 
London, and an English Psrliament.cannot 
sufficiently appreciate the neceasittea 

I of the case, to bo entrusted with the

THE METHODIST CONFERENCE IN 
TORONTO.

Informed the Privy Council that he had
deter mi tod.................... to grant by
hi, own authority «1fire liberty of amteimu 
to all hi, subjects. On the fourth of 
April appeared the memorable ‘Declara­
tion of Indulgence,* to which ‘he pro­
ceeded to ennui by hie own eols authority 
n long series of statutes. He ,us 
pended all perel lewe again,t nil 
clew,, of Nonconformist,. He author­
ized both Roman Catholic, end Protestant 
Dissenters to perform th.lr wot,hip pub 
lldy. He forbade hie subj-ct, on pnln of 
hi, highest displeasure to molest any 
religion, asetmbly. He aleo abrogated all 
those Act, which Imposed any religiou, 
teit ae a qualification for any civil nr 
military office.* ” Eag. Hlit. A. D. 1087.

Lord Macaul.y adds: “Tnet the 
Declaration of Iodulgence was unconitltu- 
tlonal 1, a point on which both the 
great English partie, have always been en­
tirely ngreed. Every perion capable of 
resuming on a political queetion must 
perceive that a monarch who i, com­
petent to issue euch a declaration i« 
nothing less than nn absolute monarch." 
Here then is the p’ei on which the dethrone­
ment of J «mes Is pretended to be j ustl- 
lied. He declared religious liberty in 
spite of hls Parliament, We shall not 
pretend to say that was in accordance 
with the spirit of the British law or con­
stitution, but It wns in accordance with 
the law of God, and to this even the 
British Constitution should give way. 
It is therefore clear that the cause of 
James II. was the cause of religious 
liberty iu 11188, the cause of William was 
lhat of oppression and intolerance, and by 
endoising the latter, and misrepresenting 
the former, the Presbyterian General 
Assembly, at the same time that It states 
a falsehood, declares Itself the foe of re­
ligious liberty, under the hypocriticil 
pretmee that it Is friendly to this great 
cause.

The course of the General Assembly, we 
must say, dues not surprise us much, We 
are somewhat surprised at the baldness 
which asserts a palpable falsehood ; bat 
their sympathy with intolerance is merely 
the carry ing out of the principles of the 
divines ol Westminster who framed the 
faith to which the Assembly still adheres. 
Presby teilanlsm is the only religion which 
declares it to be a duty arising cut of the 
first aud second commandments to per­
secute the religion of Catholics and others. 
This la undoubtedly what is meant by the 
larger Citechlsm when it declares It to be 
the duty of each one to “oppose all false 
Wuiehip, and remove it, aud all 
monta of Idolatry." Bat to leave assur­
ance doubly sure, these divines specially 
r.quiio “all persons suspected of Papistry 
or any other error’' to subiciibe their names 
to their Confession of Faith, and request 
the Estates of Parliament “to ratify tho 
same, under all civil pains.” These are 
the “Apostles of civil and religious 
liberty," forsooth.

It may be j udged by the Act of 16(11 
excluding “Papists" from public dikes In 
Ireland, how far the Ravolution of 1688 
was Identified with the cause of Religious 
Liberty; but the atrocious massacre of 
Glencoe, inflicted upon Scotchmen, by 
William’s authority, is pel haps eveu more 
conclusive, and might make us wonder 
how such names as Murray and Oichrane 
should be associated with the passing of a 
resolution of sympathy with that cause, 
Wo need not look far for a solution of the 
difficulty. The Scotchmen who were the 
victims were Catholics For this reason 
wore they doomed, and lot the same rea­
son the General Assembly does not deem 
them worthy of a thought when the ques­
tion concerns their "civil and religious 
rights.”

The Committee on "the Stole of Work" 
et the Methodist Conference to Toronto 
reported the geme of ba i,ball aa a practice 
to be condemned aa elnfal. The reeding 
of the report ceaitd e lively diecuiaion, 
eeverel of the mlnlaten declaring thet 
they are themaelvei amateur bsieballlits. 
Several defended the geme, though con­
demning the gambling practlcee which are 
often indulged in In connection with it. 
The condemnation wee referred back to 
the committee for reconsideration. It 
would be worth while to know on whet 
passages of Scripture the Committee 
ground the creation of the new eln of 
baseball.

The conference alio passed a strong 
reiolutlon condemnatory of the arbitrary 
conduct of policeman Jarviein arresting 
the Reverend Mr. Wilson. The police 
magistrate was also condemned lot inflict­
ing a fine, when in reality Mr. Wilson 
bad been guilty of no offence.

DENOMINATIONAL VNION AND 
CO-OPERATION.

The movement toward Union among 
the different Protestant bodies Is still going 
on with remarkeble persistency among Its 
promoters, so that it la not at all unlikely 
that some kind of a basis will be agreed 
upon for s partial union at all events 
among some of the sects. There was a 
meeting in Montreal lately at which repre­
sentatives of the Msth odists and Presby 
terians took the matter Into consideration 
In one of Its aspects : that Is to say, there 
are In sparsely settled localities missions 
supp tied In many cues, by both these 
denominations, though the districts are 
unable to support decently more than oae 
minister. This Is found to be a great 
waste of money and energy, and the pur­
pose of the Montreal meeting was to lessen 
the frlctloh between the two bodies, so 
that in these cases, at least, by some mode 
of compromise both partite should agréa 
that only one mission be sustained.

To us it would appear that the correct 
solution of the difficulty would be to 
acknowledge one faith unreservedly, as 
Cbrlst revealed it, and to recogulza the 
one bead of the Church Universal, If 
this be done there will be no danger of 
conllicting jurisdictions, and at the same 
time the commands of our Lard will ba 
obeyed to teach all’nations the same 
Gospel, and the Apostolic type of tho 
Cnrletian Church will be preserved, which, 
meeting at Jerusalem, could pronounce 
authoritatively on all doctrinal and dis­
ciplinary matters which came before them, 
aayiug while they promulgated their 
decisions : “For it hath seemed good to 
the Holy Ghoetand to us." (Acts xv. 28 ) 

This, of course, would at once lead to 
the acknowledgment of the Pope, aud tha 
acceptance of all hls decrees In faith aud in 
morals, a thing which tho Methodists and 
Presbyterians are not prepared to do ; 
hence, while we admire the good wlil and 
desire for peace which, probably, are the 
motives of these yearnings after Union, 
we cannot consider the methods of com­
mon action which have been proposed as 
conducive to (Juristlan unity at all, as 
properly understood. Two methods were 
spoken of at the meeting in question, but 
neither wns adopted. The first was that 
each denomination in turn should take 
charge of the missions which are now 
stocked with ministers of both creeds. 
Now It cannot be denied that the two 
denominations differ very seriously as to 
what Is Christian truth. On the question 
of grace, the Presbyterian loudly pro 
claims that Christ died only for the elect, 
and as to the reprobate, he declares that 
God withholds saving grace from him, and 
will withhold it In spite of all that he can 
do ; that God has destined him, from the 
beginning, to destruction, and from this 
fate nothing esn save him. This horrible 
doctrine, which is calculated to make the 
fallen desperate, and the good, or those 
who are indifferently good, apathetic, Is 
repudiated by Methodism. On the other 
hand, It is a distinctive doctrine of 
Methodism that the sinner has only to 
believe that he Is saved, through Corlst, 
and he Is thereby justified. This doctrine, 
which excludes the necessity of contrition 
and good works, Is rejected by Presby­
terians. In the alternate system proposed, 
the two different schemes of salvation, in­
consistent with each other, would be tau ght 
successively to the same congregations, 
with the Inevitable result of destroying 
Christian faith entirely, If they possersed 
any.

menu-

THE PRESIDENTAL ELECTION.

The Electoral College for the election 
of the next President of the United 
States will consist of 401 members, of 
whom 201 will be necessary for a choice. 
They ate distributed ae follows : Alabama, 
10; Arkansas, 7; California, S; Colorado, 3; 
Connecticut, (i; Delaware,3; Florida, 4; 
Georgia, 12; Illinois, 22; Indiana, 15; 
Iowa, 13, Kansas, 9; Kentucky. 13; 
Louisiana, 8; Milne, ti; Maryland, 8; Mas- 
sichusetts, 14; Michigan, 13; Minnesota, 
7; Mississippi, 0; Missouri, 15; Nebraska, 
5; Nevada, 3; New llampsLIre, 4; New 
Jersey, 9; New York, 36; North Cirollna, 
11 ; Ohio, 23;Oregon, 3; Pennsylvania, 30; 
Rhode Island, 4; South Carolina, 9; Ten­
nessee, 12; Texas 13; Vermont, 4; Vir­
ginia, 12; West Virginia, 6; Wisconsin, 11.

Each voter of a State casts hls vote for 
the full number of electors allotted to the 
State. Thus, as it is fully known whom 
the candidates on the ticket will support, 
all voters cast their ballots for electors 
who will 
date.

support their candi- 
Thus all the electors of The second mode proposed is that the 

missions be divided between the two 
sects. According to this plan, evidently 
both would give up their claim to be tho 
Caurch of Christ commissioned to prop*, 

c rmblutng the above numbers, ecrordlcg j gate the true Gospel everywhere, 
to the known preferences of the various

a Stite arc chosen to support one man, 
and though It Is possible that a mixed 
electorate should be chosen, in auy state, 
in practice this does not occur. It is by

It is stated that to some parte of the 
.States, that estimates are made aa to who j Western Stales it Is arranged that a clergy ■ 
will be the successful candidate. | m6n shall be sent who shall avoid tnclilog

- ----  -■ ---- } any doctrine which is disputed between the
Tiik gentleman to whom, more than to sects, and that afterwards, when the popu- 

any one else, Is due the defeat of the ; latton Is la-go enough to support several 
Massachusetts school spying bill, is Repre- ! ministers, each denomination Is to take 
sentatlve Mclv,trick. He saw through Its care that it be properly represented, This 
Iniquitous purpose from the -beginning, ’ plan Is certainly a very good one to leave 
oppoeod It at every stage, and by expoelng the conviction that Christian truth Is a 
lta tyranny secured its Ileal defeat, More matter of small importance, eiace Christian 
power to him. clergymen can agree to barter it away,
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task ol tncoutagtof lrleh todoatriea, and 
tranalormleg the tenant» Into landlords.

Experience to the paat has ehown that 
It will require an lrleh Parliament to deal 
with eneh subjects, and it la not to be ex­
pected that the Nitionallete will eurrender 
their cause end betray their truet, just at 
the moment when the people of the three 
kingdom» are on the point of granting a 
full meeeure of justice. To accede to Mr. 
Chamberlain’s demanda now would be to 
poatpone indefinitely the aettlement of 
the Irish queetion. Mr. Chamberlain con­
sidéra that he la offering a high price for 
Irish and Liberal support, and ae he alma 
at great reinlta for himself, he is willing 
to pay the price, but he must be taught 
that the Irish leaders have a serious pur­
pose in view for the amelioration of the 
condition of the people, and they are net 
to bo diverted from it aa children may be 
diverted from an object by giving them a 
plaything to distract their attention.

THE CABINET VACANCY. EDITORL

The vacancy to the Dominion Cabinet, 
caused by the death of the lata Hon. 
Thoa. White, has not yet been filled. 
Among the names which have been men­
tioned aa hla probable aucceaaor, aa we 
stated on a previous occasion, the 
one which we believe would give the 
most general satisfaction 1» that of Mr. J, 
C. Patterson, of E-sex, and though the 
Record usually keeps aloof from merely 
political isaues, we have no hesitation to 
saying that the Catholic» of the Dominion 
would hall the appointment of Mr. 
Patterson with great satisfaction. We are 
glad to find that all the Catholic journals 
of Ontario agree heartily with our senti- 
mente on this subject, and though Mr. 
Patterson's appointment would not give 
that Catholic representation In the 
Cabinet to which we are justly entitled 
In Ontario, that gentleman’s liberality and 
hlgh-mlndedness would mske him as a 
member of the Cabinet moat acceptable 
to the Catholic b <dy.

The Pope la to lee 
will point ont the di 
and false liberty.
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The Presbyterian General Assembly at 
Halifax hai again had before It for 
alderatiou the long mooted question of 
marriage with * deceastd wife’s sister. 
The last General Aeiembly had referred 
to the local Presbyteries the question 
whether such marriage is lawful, the man­
ner In which reply was to be given, being 
to “report their judgment on chap. xxlv. 
section four of the Confession of Filth, 
whether it shall be amended by striking 
out the last sentence thereof contained 
in these words; The man may nit marry 
any of hie wife’s kindred near in blood 
than he may of his own, nor the woman 
of her husband's kindred nearer in blood 
than of her own.”

Of -s3 Presbyteries, 27 only sent in 
replies, of which 18 approved the change, 
5 disapproved, ahii 4, while disapproving, 
desired to give sessions certain powers 
in the matter. As there was no actual 
majority, the question remained unde­
cided.

Dr. Gochrane moved a resolution 
which was, after considerable discussion, 
carried. He explained that he did rot 
propose to touch the Confession ol Faith, 
but to take the opinion of Presbyteries 
as allowing liberty of opinion in the 
matter, and a new interpretation of the 
Confession of Faith, This is the Doctor’s 
resolution:

Whilst a large majority of the Presby­
teries which report on the remit on mar 
riage signify approval of it, yet the num 
her reporting is not sufficient to enable 
the Assembly adequately to ascertain the 
mind of the Church aud finally to dis 
pose of the question involved, Tûe 
General Assembly therefore resolves that 
the a-i interim act of last year be re­
enacted and a remit sent down again to 
the Presbyteries to report upon to the 
next Geneiat Assembly, viz., “The discip 
line ol the C'aurcb shall not be exercised 
in regard to mai riage 
wife's sister or deceased wife’s niece." 
The Assembly is authorized in this by 
the fact that a large majority ol the Pres 
byteties approved under the Barrier Act 
of Ibo remit ot the Assembly of 1886 
touching the exercise ot discipline in the 
cases relerred to.

Further, in this line of the deliverance 
oi several Presbyteries on the remit of 
last year, the Gsneial Assembly does 
hereby resolve to send down under the 
Barrier Act the following remit:—Sub 
scription to the formula in which the 
office bearers of the Church accept the 
Conteesion of Faith shall be so under­
stood as to allow liberty of opinion in 
respect ot the proposition that "The 
man may not marry any of his wife’s 
kindred nearer in blood than he may ol 
his own." l'be Presbyteries of the 
Chiuch are therefore required to report 
on the above remit to the .next General 
Assembly.

Dr, Moore moved an amendment sub­
stantially to the effect that the 
words of the Confession of Faith be 
retained, but that at the same time greater 
liberty be allowed, leaving It to Church 
eesslona “to deal with cases as In their 
judgment may be most conducive to 
righteousness and peace."

The Assembly very properly rejseted 
this amendment, for certainly it would be 
self stultification to permit sessions to 
deal with the case as they deem fit,” while 
retaining In the Confession the declaration 
that such marriages "are forbidden In the 
word,” (of God,) and that they cinnot 
• ever be made lawful by any law of man, 
or consent of parties, so as those persons 
may live together ae man and wife." But 
is it not equally self condemnatory 
to erase these words? Does not this 
cruise which the Assembly by its action 
virtually declares It Is on the point of 
adopting,amount to a claim to manufacture 
the Divine word In accordance with the 
kaleidoscopic opinions of Presbyteries?

The whirligig of Time brings about its 
vengeances. It is but a few months since 
Knox College Journal published su article 
by Rev, Dr. Milligan in which he impu­
dently stated that the Catholic Cuurih 
“manufactures Divine truth," which, ss 
the writer correctly stated, “is not a func­
tion of the Church," But now we lied 
the General Assembly dolug the very thing 
of which he accuses wrongfully the Catho­
lic Church !

THE METHODIST CONFERENCE AT 
MONTREAL.

con-

The Montreal Conference of the Meth. 
odists of Canada has addressed a “Pas­
toral Letter" to the members of the 
Church, in which it congratulai es the 
brethren that they have been absorbed 
"in lhe one great business for which the 
Church exists, saving men and building 
them up in the most holy faith”—and 
they have therefore “no changes in the 
Constitution of the Church to report." 
We have been of the belief that the 
Constitution of the Church of Const con. 
sists of features which are ordained by God 
and which, therefore, are unchangeable 
by human authoiity; but the < inference 
seems to imply that it is quite competent 
to make such changes. We presume it 
refers especially to changes of faith and 
doctrine which it would be necessary to 
make if the present agitation lor union 
with some other denominations be 
carried out. It is certainly not much to 
boast ot that in four years no such 
changes of doctrine have taken place.

Tnere is also a reference to 
“Romanism,” much milder than is usual 
in such documents. It does not say 
plainly, as tho New Yo:k General Con. 
foresee did, that Romanism is a danger 
to the State: however, this is undoubt­
edly what it means when it says 
that "the overshadowing influence 
of. Romanism upon the present 
and future prosperity ol this province 
demand undaunted faith and patience 
and hope,” and to this great influence 
of the Church it attributes “the slow 
progress of its French Canadian mis­
sion, ” Superhuman efforts have been 
made to sap the faith of the French- 
Canadians, and in some few cases 
religion bas been completely destroyed 
iu their minds through Methodist col­
porteurs, but it is a consolation to have 
the confession that but little progress 
has been made in this regard. Towards 
the end 01 the document it is claimed 
that the Methodist ministry is an 
"apostolic order.” How this can be it 
is impossible for us to see, for it is well 
known that Wesley derived his orders 
from the Church of England, but could 
not transmit them, since he was no 
bishop, who alone could, according to 
the Caurch of England, transmit apos­
tolic orders. Besides, it is universally 
maintained by Methodists, when they 
are rebutting the Anglican claims of 
priestly superiority, that the Anglicans 
themselves have no apostolic orders or 
succession.
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ENGLAND'S DEFENCES.

At a time when the people ol England 
are In trepidation through the Inf jrma- 
tlon given by Lord Wolseley aud her other 
ablest war officials, that the country Is in 
a precarious condition owing to her lack 
of proper protection against a foreign in­
vader, any reasonable suggestions toward 
Increasing the means of defence with the 
least possible expense to a heavily taxed 
population, should ba thankfully received. 
London Truth does this in the following 
way: “According to Lord Wolseley, we 
have increased our army by 20,000 men. 
Of these 10,000 are in India, engaged In 
annexing Burmah; and 6,000 are in Egypt, 
engaged in maintaining the Khedive on 
his throne. We have, moreover, 28,000 
men in Ireland, engaged in maintaining 
Mr. Balfour in that island. It is evident, 
therefore, to me, that our first step should 
be to reduce our army by 44,000 men,which 
might be done, leaving Its real strength 
precisely what it Is now, by withdrawing 
from Egypt aud Burmah,an 1 giving Home 
Rule to Ireland.”
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In the Belgian elections just closed, tbe 
Catholic party have been completely 
ccssful. The eight seats allotted to Brus­
sels have been carried by Item, They hive 
retained the fourteen seats already held 
aud have gained an additional seat from 
the “Liberals" and Freemasons. Tley 
have now a maj orlty of sixty in the Cht m- 
her of Dupties, and thirty-seven in tie

sue-

The Archbishop of Edintorougb wrs 
invited to dine with the Lord High Com­
missioner at Holytood Palace on Thurs­
day, 31st May. It was the first occasion on 
which the representative of the Queen paid 
such a compliment to the head of the I Senate. The principal ieiue li tha eecu'ar- 
Catholic Church In Scotland. Izitlon of the sohooli.
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