APRIL 2, 1921

THE

CATHOLIC RECORD

The superintendent, to whom the
inguiry had been addressed, prgmpt-
ly answered :

“ An Irishman named McGrath."”

“By George!" exclalmed the
younger of the two visitors, " he
would make an ideal Hercules or a
statue of some avenging god.”

“Can you put a stop to this
fumult ?" asked the man who had
spoken firet of the superintendent,

The latter, who was not a little
moriified that such an occurrence
should have disturbed at such an
inopportune moment that perlect
order which he boasted of being able
to keep in the foundry, sbarply rang
o bell.

The effect was magical. There
wae an almost instantaneous silence,
The men who had been scrambling
over one another, shouting and ges-
ticulsting, turned their eyes from
the still militant Dan to the three
men who were standing in the center
of the room.

" Wbat does thie all mean ?” cried
the angry voice of the superin.
tendent.

Immediately Ike Whitley and
three or four of his friends broke

|
into & more or less coherent expla-

nation of what had taken place. Dan
uttered no word in defenss nor in
accusation.

The superintendent, catching at
the explanation offered and taking
no account of the provocation that
McGrath had received, was only
anxious to show the visifors how
rigorous was the discipline he main
tained. He announced in a voicde
that was heard through all the room
that McGrath was dismissed ; that
he would be paid what was due him
at the office and might take his hat
and go.

In that instan®, while confused
murmure arose among the various
groups, Dan realized all that such an
announcement meant to him. He
had been married but a few ysars
before leaving Ireland, whence he
had emigrated with the hops ot bet
tering his fortunes. Only the other
day.he had been able to. send the
paesage money which would briog
out his wife and two little ones. He
had even taken a tiny bouee, nest
ling in the shadow of the hill and
over looking the Lehigh,

" And I den't think,” the superin.
tendent went on, still virtuous-
ly indigrant and eager to show his
zeal for good order, " that there is a
single employer of labor in the whole
of the Lehigh Valley who will engage
a man that has behaved as you have
done and shown himself a quarrel.
some bully.” )

Dan, who had been at first dazed,
had by this time rallied his forces.
He told himegelf that be would have
been legs than a man if he had actad
other than he had done, and he epoke
out now with a couzage and resolu-
tion tbat were only equal to that
which he had displeyed & moment
before.

" Mr, Randall, sir,”’ he said, ad-
dressing the superintenden$, in a
tone that though respeotful, was
firm, " you're mebba in your rights
to discharge me if you shink I've
done what's wrong, but I can't let
you blacken my character. Of what
led to this fight I'll not say & word.
Let every man speak for himself, if
but I will say, and every man here, if
he wante to speak the truth, canm
bear me out, that in the months I
hove been in your employ I have
been neither a bully nor quarrel-
some,

There was & murmur from several
yoices,

" Toat's right, Dan.
anyhow."”

When the superintendent rang the
bell again for silence, and ae a sign
that the subject was closed, the
younger of the ftwo directors. in-
quired :

" What has bsen his resord ?"

The euperintendent hesitated, yet
after all he was fair enough as men
go, and be spoke the exact truth :

‘ Hie record bas beesn good. I
believe this is his firat offense.”

" Which makes it necesssry to dis-
charge him,” said the elder visitor,
who had been standing by with
frowning brow and a face black as
thunder.

* Yes,” agreed the superintendent ;
“ for with men such ae these discip-
line must be maintained.”

“ It must” sgsented the other ;
" let ms speak to this fellow.”

As he faid the lsst worde sloud
Dan’s opponents were gleetul, for
they bad had exparience, on divers
occasions as #0 how this particular
director, could speak. They hoped
that the big Irieh “ Papist” was
going to catch it.

At the pummons to come forward,
Dan stepped out. His bisckened
face glistened with perspiration and
the muecles in his powerful arms
and shoulders where they were un.
covered as wag made necessary by
the great heat, stood out like whip-
cord.

“ 1 would like to know, my man,”

be dirsctor began in hkis big, threat
ening voice, " how yon feel now
about your late conduct ?”

Dan looking the spraker straight
in the face, responded inst ly:

“If it bad to happen over again,
I'd do the selfsame thing.”

“You would, would you!"
the director. " You have no regret
for your part in that disgraceful
gcene, of which 1 was the witness
from start to finish.”

“If you witnessed it eiv,” paid
Dan, " you'll know that the quarrel
was nof of my making.”

" Hold your tongue!" oried the
other.

“Iwill,” agreed Dan,
there's no more to be said.”

“ There's this, that the superin
tendent bas turned you out of here,”
declared the old man.

That's true,

roaved

" pince

" Perhaps suggested the younger
director, " If you were to say thal
you are serry fer what has ocour-
red—"

“TIl never say that, slr,’ ex.
claimed Dan glancing for a moment
towards that quarter, where he
seemed fo discover a lurking sympa-
thy.

" Then dismissed you are from
this employment,” repeated the
elder director,

Hie bushy white eyebrows worked
themeelves up and down ag he stood
glowering at the Irishman. who met
his gaze firmly, while his fellow
wogking men regarded the scene
witlh mingled feelings.

The few Oatholics who had shame-
facedly gathered around Dan and
who ¢z account of the coming of the
visitore had been unable to show
their saympathy, were full of sorrow
and indignation at the upjust treat-
ment to which MoGrath had been
subjected. Many others were moved
to blended regret and admiration,
while the friends and supporters of
Ike Whitley, who were the lowest
and most degraded of the lot, were
triumphant and only restrained by
the presence of the superintendent
and the visitors from breaking into
laughter and jibes.

" And now that you are diemissed
from these worke, MoGrath,” repeat-
ed the old man who had constituted
himgel? chief spokesman, ‘' there are
8 few remarks that I would like to
make to this assembly.”

He turned his menacing glance
from one to the othsr of the groups
before him and his voice had the
same apgry fone:

" In the firet place, I would sug
geet to the superinterdent that the
fellow who was really responsible
for this scene, the unspeskakle, foul-
mouthed ruflian, fo whom I listensd
with diegust, should be dismiesed as
well as his opponent. In the second
place, I shou!d like to shaks hands
with you, McGrath.”

Dan, amazed and bewildered by
this tdrn of affairs, involuntarily
wiped hie grimy hand bkefore placing
it in that which wae outstretched.

But the director said: “ No, no!
Never mind about the grime, Me-
Grath. That comes from honest
work. It's the other sort of dirt that
I'm afraid of. In the third place,
McGrath, since you are dismiesed
from here, I want fo offer you a
position ae foreman in the L. V, aed
D. Milling Company which has just
become vacant by death. I think
you will find the work easier and the
wages higher.”

The superintendent, mortified and
confused, stood sheepishly near,
while Ike Whitley, from whose side
his partisans began to slink away,
was the very pictura of shame,
humiliation and baffled malige.

The little knot of Catholics were
jabilant, and incidentally had got a
lesson which would last them their
lives, and a censiderable numbsr of
others, it must be said to the oredit
of human neture, were pleased at
Dan’s good fortune.

But the big voice began to speak
sgain, asking Dan if he were willing
to sczept the offer,

“I am, sir, and with my best
thenks to you. And,” he hesitated,
aud then went on awkwardly, " if I
had a word te say at all, it would be
to ask Ike Whitley here might be
kept on, He waen't reared to know
the malice of what he was sayin’,
and mebbe he's been punished
enoungh.”

After some demur on the part of
the director, this request was grant
ed, but the man of many millions,
who had certain theories ¢f his own,
kad atill & few words to say.

" You workers hers present may
take it from me,” he snaid, ' that it is
men like McGrath who are mos! in

demand. They have got held of a
vital principle that keeps them alive,
They are the real foxce of the nation, |
a social force and an econcmic one, |
too. For they heve their brain and |
brawn for the country,
wasting it on
woree, ag 8o many of you do.” [

Having finished bis discourse and
instructed MoGrath where to apply, |
with a curt farewell to the superin-
teudent, the old man took his ol
lengue's arm and hurried from the |
place,

Then from the ranks of the Oatho-
lics arose a cheer for MoGeath, that
was osugl up nod only by the
majority of those present, but that |
went out and beyond the foundry, to
bs heard in the streets of tha little
town, echoing and re echoing through
the hills, where they stood guardisn
of the twin streams that beantified
all the landecaps.—Anna T. Sadlier,
in The Msesenger of the Saored
Heart.
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CHILDREN AT MASS
Attention al Holy Mase is so vital
a part of Catholic life that the
proper uss of these preclous minutes
ghould be inouloated trom the verybe
ginning of the use of remson. It is
most regretable that many men and

women waste the opportunities of
grace offered hy the weekly Maes on |
Sundaye. One finds such not using
prayer-books at Mass; not even|
praying.

It is & facile conclusion that such
men and women were ones children
without prayer books at Mass The
root of the evil, therefore, seems to
be lack of insietence on the part
of parents that their children be
furnished with prayer books sumited
to their yenrs.

One cannot halp feeling sorry for
the little folk in euch strange sur.
roundings, il left without any
guidance. It is impossible for
the Sietexs in oharge o eon.
trel every distracted ehild, and
indeed, those #o cheeked become in

turn new objects of disteaction to
others. Any one who has noticed
the wandering eyes, the bored look,
the inclination to play and talk at the
ehildren's Mase, will realize that the
remody ie to be found in those little
prayer boeke provided with pictures,
80 that a child may easily follow the
priest. Such books contain simple
prsyers, which the child may read
and which will never be forgotten,
These prayer books are inexpensive
and would mean so much to the
children now, and indeed later when
they are adulte. To {impress upon &
child the use of the rosary bends may
also be a help, but as it requires
unugual concantration for a child, is
not eo apt to be helpfal as the
prayer kook.

Catholic parents ghould take it to
henrt to see that the child, to whom
they will earnestly impart lessons of
worldly thritt, be not allowed to grow
up wasteful of the beautitul gitis and
graces offered to the soul during
Holy Mags.—Catholic Standard and
Times,

GENERAL INTENTION
FOR APRIL
s
RECOMMENDED AND BLESSED
BY HIS HOLINESS POPE
BENEDICT XV,
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REACTION AGAINST MODERN PAGANISM

Paganism, in its original sense,
meanus the worehip of false divinities,
such ‘a8 wae practised in ancient
times or is practised in lands where
Christianity bas not yet beon intro-
duced. In s modified soncee the term
may 8fill be used in Christlen coun
tries. It is needed not precissly to
express the worship of false gods,
but rather to describe a system of
living very much in vogue nowadays
among Christians, a system more or
less similar to that indulged in by
the ancient pagane. The term neatly
defines the . state of
although surrownded by
influences and claiming to be follow-

ors of Christ, dieregard the teachings |
of His Gospal, make little of Chris- |

i 1 i | :
tlan practices, and, sfter the fashion | mire of paseion

of the pagane of old, allow theix lives
to be ruled by avarice, pride and
sensuality.

This new form of psganism fakes
its rise in the vicious instincts of the

the programme outlined by
Divine Founder of Chrietianity,

the

gitts of nature snd grace ; Hs pro-
mulgated laws to guide them in the
paths of virtue; Ha
sacramenfs te strengthen them in
their struggles ; He proclaimed the
Beatitades to encourage them ; Hs
gave them fhe example of
poverty, His humility and abnegation
to guide them ; He told them that
the way of the cross is the surest
way to Him, and He progised heaven
a8 o reward of their perseverance.
God was truly generous, but He
resolved not to feree His gifts en
men, nor did He deprive men ef their
liberty. And still He impressed wpon
them whkat the misuse of His gifts
and their liberty weuld entail, giving
them plainly to understand that
while He created them without their
co-eperation, He would not save
them without it.

Unkapplly, men fall to sppreciate
the gifte of God; and they abuse
their liberty. Prone as they ars te
fellaw the line of least resistance,
the allurements of vice and sin have
too often a greater attraction for
them than the call to practise virtue.
The outcome is that millions drifé
into a mental and moral attitude
which differs little from actual
peaganiem,

It will gsuffice to look over the
world to see that there is a spirit
abroad which bas litstle of Christian-
ity about it. Judging from condi
tions in sogiety tofay, it would seem
that God it getting further away
from ue. But it is not God Who is
receding ; it is we ourselves who srs
forgetting His laws and our ebliga-
tiona to Him, and are consequently
drifting infto fatal indifferences

L ) + -
towards the only jhings that matter. | immune.

In proportlon ad the buman soul

| loses a taste for the things of God,

Hig inspirations and gracee rapidly
diminish in the human roul, while
worldliness, with ite greed for wealth
and honors and pleasuree, takes
their place.

The worship of wealth is one form
of modern psganiem which is rife
in our age. And yet the Scripture
tells us that * thera is not a more
wicked thing #han to love money :
for such a one setdeth his cwn soul
to sale.” Our Lord warns men that
they cannot serve God and Mammaon,
while His life on earth, with its
lessons of poverty and abnegation,
woe given to tmrn 1em from the
love of money and to teach them fo
de content with enough, And
we see multitudes of His followers
trying §#0 pay homage #o0o Goed and
Mammon, What are thoussnds of
our own psopla doing, but loving
money and workirg hard éo hoard
it for its own sake? Money-getting
would seem fo be the only toplo that

&1

vol

| oecupies their mindg, the one centenl

thought that holde their atte: n,
Think of the superbmman energy
#xpended by them in vast cerpora-
tions, syndioates, monopolise, ete.,
organizad solaly for the purposs of
acquiring wealbth, Witnese the sount-
less numbere foiling year after year
in order to augment their dividends ;
to do, in other words, precisely what
the inspired writer tells tham is o
wicked thing. Are not those people
pudting their pagan ideals against
the positive will of God ? And what
answer will they make when they
atand before Him te give an aceount
of their short but ill spent lives ?

| us eat and drink and be
| tomorrow we die,

| which
those who, |

Christian |

arenae, their gls
| PR

" - | appenl
human race, for it had no place in | theatres and shows and dane:

Gad |
in His goodness endowed men with |

instituted |

Hie |

The quest for honors is another
form of paganiem whigh, strange to
eay, is rampant amopg eur own
people in thie age. Oblivious of their
own nethingness and moved by a
epirit ef pride, they are looking for
bonors and distinctions. Thers are
thousands in this world who image
that their end in life hae been
attained when they have suecesded in
reaching a pedestal where they may
be seen above the heads of their
neigbors ; and they plan and schems,
often in an mnworthy way, to attain
this end. And yet they nleo are
lesing preoious time, for their efforts
are denounced ©s vanity in the
Sacred Scripturee. “When 1 $urn
mysell to all the werk which my
hande have wrought,” writes Eccles
iasticue, “and to the Iabors wherein
I have labored in vain, I saw in
all things vanily and vexation of

mind and that nothing was lasting
under the sun.” The words and the |
examples of the lowly Seaviour is
lost on those neo-pagan seekers after
honore. He who was meek and |
humple of heart, who came to serve, |
nob to be served, is refused s hear-
ing by those whom Lucifer has
saturated with pride, Humility is a
virtue they ignore, a word that is not
found in their dictionary ; and thus
they strut throwgh life, persuanded
like the Pharisses of old, that they
are bstter than their fellow men.
Sarely thay are not imbued with thae
epirit of the Founder of Christiasily,

The craving for pleasure is pnother
form of paganiem which bas secured
& flem grip on our age. How many
millions of our own people—dare we
c¢all them Catholics ? — are plersure-
bent, seeking however, not the lofiier
inlellectual pleasurss which raise
men’'s touls to higher things snd
ultimately to God, but rather the
vile plessures which appez]l $o the
eenees and lower thoese who €njoy
them to the level of the brute. ‘“‘Let
merry, for
is the princ xvfu‘
rules the lives ot !.h(uo‘i

millions who, regardless of ar y
supernatural elesens in their make
up ox of mny responsibility to a |
Highsr Power, rugh madly into |
pleasure and wallop at will in the
and sin, The pagans
of old had their amusemants, their
atore ; our modern |
ave thelr amuse
to mest the
enewal instinots,

Aus must also
mente, and
of their

in ordsr
balls
and other dens of muat be |
provided for them, where souls,
even Catholic eouls, are sontam-
inated a8 well by the notual specincle
of ein as by the lewd suggestion of it.

Tiis last férm of paganism, the
vileet of all, must bave a strong hold
on gociety when its members give
themselves over so completely to |
pleasure that at lsst they fail to|
respond o the s¥ings of conscience. |
Where has the man cooscience
any chance of fair play amid the
luxury of the masses, ns we know it
today, or amid the sinful refinements
openly indulged in, the degrada. |
tions of married life, the immodest
fashiene in dress, the frequentation
of shameless and demeralizing
theatres and meving picture shows, |
the reading eof immoral books and
magazioes, and the bundred other
occusions ef eorruption and sin ?

The divorce evil is another form
of peganism which is working havoe
throughout the world, and which
will werk havoo here in Canada,
if the legislation with which we are
threstened lets down the barriers.
Heappily, the Catkolic Church will
bave nothing to do with this nasty
thing. Har stern laws are too well
known, and hker children, even the |
most indifferend, know that they
must submit to them. Bat were it
otherwise, and were divorce psr- |
mitted amoungst ws, one may well |
aek, are there not many Catholics |
who would lecok to this method to |
gettle theie family troubles? This,
at least, ghows sn unwholasome |
tendeney and demonstrates that the |
yoke of the Gospel rests heavily on
many a neck, '

Paganism ie not desd; it lives|
snd turives cpenly amongst us, and, I
oad to eay, many Csatholics are nc t|
We may parceive this in |
watching the lives and in rtud;mq;
the ideals cultivated by those sround |
g,  Virtue for ite own snke is little |
understood and rarely practieed in |
many & modern home.  Outeside the |
privileged souls who have not lest |
their grip on things eternal, 'r-hm:a’
do we filnd oar pecple nowadays |
cultivating humility, patience, meek-
ness, charity, justice, end the other
Christian virtues ? Catholics stould |
ramembar that they have obligations |
to their #buls. Th se whko claim |
membership in God's frue G'ml""‘[
should have higher idexls nnd“
thould give examples of holy living |
to thelr fortunate neighbore. |
Instend of being eatiefled with
virtue,

viece

lesa
no |
or even with media rity in
virtue, they should, by the elognence |
of their words and by the power
of their example, be the leaders of |
others,
Nothing
fhem ;
faith was mnade

lesa iz expected from
otherwise the gift of the true |
to them in wvain.
They are fully awara that God had |
given them waye snd mesns for
carrying out His work and that some
day He will ask them how they used
them,
From thess reflestions
know why the Church
strongly on raligious insbruction.
It does not eatisfy #0 cream one's
mind with knowledge, the heart mngh
aleo be moved to prackies virtue. It
was not learning alone, buf the prac-
tice of Christian virtue that under-
mined ancient paganism ; it {s the
practice of Christian virtue that will
undermine the modern imitation.

E. J. DrvINE, 8, J,

we now
insishe g0

Virtue vanishes when one wishes

In all lande, good henrts are true
to parade it.—E. Cornilhe.

brothers.—Florian,
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FATIIER CASEY writes with sincere

and deep feeling. His uplifting heart-
songs carry many cheery winged messages
to the earth-worn weary children of men.
Many chords are touched to which the
heart strongly vibrates ; tender chords of
Erin’s love and sorrow ; chords of patriot-
ism and chords of piety ; chords of adora-
tion and homage that lift the soul to the
very Throne of the Most High.

LEAVES [ ON
THE WIND

New Volume of Verse
by Rev. D. A. Casey

‘‘More convincing than Synge and Lady
Gregory, perhaps because the poet knows
better and sympathizes more deeply with
the people of whom he writes,”’ was the
comment of Joyce Kilmer in ‘‘The Literary
Digest.”’

"At The Gate of The Temple"
Editor of “The Canadian Freeman'

$1.25 Postpaid
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In the pages of this book religion and art
are mingled with happiest results.
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A Vapor Treatment forCoughs and Colds
The time for Vapo-Cresolene is at the first
ind mof a cold or sore throat, It is simplel
you just light the little lamp that

rizes the Cresolene and place it near the

1. The soothi s vapor makes
eathing easy, re cough, eases the
rouess and congestion, and protects in
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Ursuline tuliv;
of Arls

The Ladies’ College and
Residence of the Westers
University, London, Ontarie
Under the patronage of Hia Lordship

The Right Rev. M. [ Fallon, D.D.
Bighop of London

All Courses Leading
io Degrees in Arts |
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Brescia Hall
London, Ont.

Now It Can
. T
Be Told
BY
PHILIP GIBBS
PRICE $3.25
Postage 16c,

Philip Gibbs has startling things
to say that he could not tell the
world until now, and he has singled
the permanent values out of the
bewildering world panorama of the
past few years. He comes to a new

vision to which the world is just
awakening,
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