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LOBDON, SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 1916

PROHIBITION AND PERSONAL
LIBBRTY

Our esteemed confemporary, The
Catholic Register, is a bit nettled
over our reference to ite attitude on
Prohibition. Let us say at the out-
set that Tae CaTHOLIO RECORD i8
genuinely pleased with the gentle-
manly fone and scholarly articles of
the Catholic Register under ite new
editorial management, We may
sometimes disagree with our col-
league in the great work of Catholle
journaliem but we may hope, even
then, to preserve very friendly rela.
tions.

Perhaps we were wrong in assum-
Ing that our esteemed contemporary
had in ite issue of fhe 24th ult. the
pronouncement of the Bishop of Lon-
don in mind,

“When the latter,”" says the Reg-
ister, “as he had a perfect right to do,
since gave ublerance to those opin-
fone in this city, we reported them,
in common with other newspapers
here, and exercised, our undoubted
and unquestioned right of expressing
with all the courtesy and deference
st our command our partial dissent
from them on n question of present
and preesing public policy.”

Whileagreeing with our contempor.-
ary's main contentions we may be per-
mitted fo recall the fact that the
Bishop of London had already given
sxpression to his opinione on Pro.
hibition and that these opinions had
been very widely published in the
prees. "In this city” of Toronto
Bishop Fallon merely repeated what
the press had already announced
were his opinions on the question in
Issus, This we plsad in extenua.
tion of our mesumption that the
Register was answering Bishop
Fallon as well as the Personal
Liberty League. It may be worth
while, in passing,”to note that the
RECORD refused to accept this ad-
vertisement of the liquor interests.

When the Register says that we
“place a chip on the shoulder of the
Right Reverend Biskop of London
and virtually challenge his brethren
in the episcopate to dislodge it” we
think "in its calmer moments” it
will regret a statement so utterly
unwarranted.

We are sorry that at the moment
ol writing we cannot quote the
exact words of the Register; bud,
if our memory serves us right, it
assumed that in opposing Prohibition
Bishop Fallon was in favor of the
present license system. While we
cannot presume to speak for the
Bishop of London in'the premises, we
hold #hat the inference is unwar-
ranted, The present license system
is not the only alternative to Prohi
bition,

Another esteemed contemporary —
and taking into account i%s point of
view the time honored term is not a
misnomer — The Christian Guardian,
goes further:

" We regret that a man like Bishop
Fallon should have taken up the
cudgels for the liquor traffic.”

This is neither honest nor decent.

Our Methodist contemporary will
admit that the Bishop might have
taken the olher side and gained a
great deal of evanescent popularity.
He did not do so. He is not that
sorf of man, And even our Metho.
diet friends, in the bottom of their
hearte, respect him all the more for
the stand he has taken.

We believe that Prohibition will
oarry in Ontario by an overwhelm-
ing majority, but nevertheless we
are without qualification opposed to
the principle for the reason laid
down by the Bishop of London :

"I regard the present agitation in
Ontario a dangerous invitation to
the State meddlesomely fo interfere
with the rights of the citizen and an
equally dangerous attempt to regu.

late all human conduct by statufe,
{ Providence, full meals, eoft raiment,

I8 is & vefurn to the pagan idea of the

omnipotence of the State, wherens
the Christian idenl ie the responsi-
bility of the individual,

“The action of the State marks the
limits of the free action of the in-
dividual, and the yuestion how far
the State ought to control the indi-
vidual ie the fundamental gquestion
of personal liberty,. We are threat:
ened with a multiplication of the
functions of the State that will
grieviously narrow the circle of in
dividual rights.”

The result, we admit, may be good,
but the principle involved that the
State may determine what is right or
wrong is essentially bad. The pro
hibitionists in Arizona have only oar-
rled their principles to their logical
conclusion even though they inter-
fere radionlly with religious liberty.

Some of the members of the State
Congress of Arizona may have voted
for the rigid measure of prohibition
passed by that legislative body with-
out realizing that no provision wase
made for excluding wine for sacra-
menfal purposes. Bat if the spirit of
intolerance were not behind the zeal
for legislative morality an amend-
menf would belore now have been
introduced and passed which would
remove from the statute booke this
evidence of rabid anti-Catholic
bigotry which hides itself wunder
cover of zeal for public morality.

THE HOLY SRASON OF LENT

Cardinal Newman has written
some things about Fasting that are
peculiarly appropriate at this holy
senson which the Church sets apart
to be devoted in an especial manner
to prayer and mortification of the
sensual appetites.

“The objection,” he writes, ' that
devotional practices, such as prayer,
fasting, and communicating, tend to
self righteousness, is the objection
of thoge, or at lenst is just what the
objection of those would be, who
never attempted them. Men speak
o8 if it was the easiest thing in the
world to fast and pray, and do auster-
ities, and a8 if such courses were the
most seductive, easiest, pleasanlest
methods of attaining heaven.”

'We tast by way of penitence, and
in order to eubdue the flesh, Oar
Saviour had no need of fasting for
either purpose. His {asting was
unlike ours, as in its intensity, so in
ite object. And yet when we begin
fo Last, His pattern is set before us:
and we continue the time of fasting
till, in number of days, we have
squalled His."”

“There ie a reason for this ;—in
truth we must do nothing except
with Him in our eye. As He it is
through Whom alone we have the
power to do any good fhing, so unless
wedo it for Him itie not gocd. From
Him cur obedience comes, towards
Him it must look. He says, ‘Without
Me ye can do nothing.’ No work is
good without grace and love,”

“Vain were the deeds of the Law,
because they were notattended by the
power of the Spirit. But God hath
reserved some better thing for us,
This is what it 18 to be one of Christ's
little ones,—to be sble to do what
the Jews thought they could do and
could not; to have that within us
through which we can do all things ;
fo be possessed by Hie presence as
our life, our strength, our merit, our
hope, our crown ; to become in a
wonderful way His members, the
insfruments, or visible form, or
sacramental sign of the One Invisible
Ever Present Son of God, mystically
reiterating in each of ue all the nots
of His earthly life, His birth, conse-
cration, fasting, temptation, confliots,
victories, sufferings, agony, passion,
death, resurrection and ascension ;
He being all in all,—we, with as
little power in ourselves, as little ex-
cellence or merit, as the water in
Baptiem, or the bread and wine in
Holy Communion ; yet strong in the
Lord and in the power of His might,
These are the thoughts with which we
celebrated Christmas and Eplphany,
these are the thoughts which must
accompany us §hrough Lent.”

"“When we are engaged in weaning
ourselves from this world, when we
are denying ourselves even lawful
things, when we have a subdued
tone of thought and feeling, then is
an allowable time surely to speak of
the high mysteries of the faith, And
then, too, nare they especially a
comfort to us ; but those who neglect
fasting make light of orthodoxy %00.”

“(Many) are hindered, nay, pos-
sessed and absorbed by this world:
and they cannol rise because they
have no wings. Prayer and fasting
have been called the wings of the
soul, and they who neither fast nor
pray, cannot follow Chriat,”

“A smooth eaey life, an uninfer-
rupted enjoyment of the goods of

well furnished homes, the plensures
of sense, the feeling of seocurity, the
consolousness of wealth,—these and
the like, il we are not oareful, choke
up all the avenues of the soul,
through which the light end breath
of heaven might come #0 us, We
must, st least at seasons, defraud
ourselves of nature, if we would not
be deirauded of grace. If we attempt
to force our minds into a loving and
devotional temper, without this
preparation, it ie too plain what
will follow — the groseness and
coarseness, the affectation, the effem.
inacy, the unreality, the presump-
tion, the hollowness, in & word what
the Scoripture calls hypocrisy, which
we see around us ; that state of mind
in which the reason, secing what we
should be, and the conscience enjoin-
ing I8, and the heart being unequal
to it, some or other pretence is set
up by way of compromise.”

When we remember that Newman
wrote and preached thus of fasting
while he was etill an Anglican we
can, in a measure, understand the
mysterious working of God's grace
which led him finally into the ful.
ness of light and truth,

Let us who have the priceless her.
itage of Catholic faith and practice
a8 a birthright be led by the great
convert to a truer appreciation of the
spirit which ehould pervade our lives
during this holy season consecrated
by the Church fo fasting and abstin-
ence.

THE BILINGUAL SCHOOL
QUHESTION

In a temperate and exhaustive
statement the Honorable G. Howard
Ferguson, Acting Minister of Educa-
tion, reviewe the bilingual school
troubles and gives to the reading
pubklic of Ontario an opportunity ot
studying and understanding this
vexed question.

Study and wunderstanding are
needed to prevent the injection into
politics of an issue that could not
fail to do serious harm to Canada,

The grievance which agitators are
trying to create will disappear in the
light of the faots.

French papers often refer to the
case of the Windeor Separate
schools a8 one where serious in.
justiceis being perpetrated
French Canadians.

Mr. Ferguson thus deals with that
charge :

“It has been contended that the
position of the French language in
the Windsor Separate schools is a
proof that the department is prevent.
ing French speakingchildren in those
gchools from learning their own lan-
guage, It should bs said that
ncthing has been refused to> the
Windsor Separate schools in the way
of the use or the tearhing of French,
to which the acts or regulations
entitle them, Taese schools are not
under regulation 17 and, accord-
ingly, the right #o introduce
French teaching into them, whether
they were echools in which French
had never hitherto been taught or
#chools where it had been taught for
& time and then abandoned would be
determined by regulation 12(2), which
does not apply unless where French
is the prevailing language. French
ie not the prevailing language in
Windsor, according fo every test
which can be applied in such mat-
ters.

on

The Windsor Separate schools are
now just what they have always been
#ince their organization under
Bishop McEvay—English Separate
schools.

THE POPE AND PHACR

In a Lenten letter to the Cardinal
Vicar of Rome our Holy Father, Ben.
ediot XV, thus refers to his efforta to
bring the warring nations of Europe
to an understanding that would lead
f0 peace with juatice :

“We threw ourselves, as it were,
between the belligerent peoples, as a
father between his gons in a struggle.
We conjured them in the name of
that God whose justice and charity
are inflnite to renounce their de.
signe of mutual destruoction, to make
known, once for all, with clarity, in
a diveot or indirect manner, the de-
sires of each of the parties, taking
into consideration, within the limits
of justice and poeeibility, the aspira-
tions of the peoples, accepting, it
need be, for the sake of equity and
the comuion good of nations, the ob-
ligatory and necessary sacrifices of
pride and particular interests.

"Such wae and such remaing the
only way of settling the monstrous
conflict according to the rule of jus-
tice and for arriving at a peace
which would be advaniageous not
nlona to one of the parties, but all,
and which would be just and last.
ing.”

The Father of Christendom exhorts
all the faithful, especially during this
genson congecrated to penance, to
more fervent and more assiduous
prayer to God that the horrible frat.
ricidal war may be ferminated by a

just and lasting peace,

NOTHS8 AND GOMMRENTS

LORD ROBEBERRY, speaking recent.
ly on the War, expressed the opinion
that unless Prussian Germany is
utterly ruined, there will be no hope
for Christianity, Which obiter
dictum lends the Canadian Church-
man (Anglican) to afirm that “the
Christianity professed in Prussian
Germany is essentially no Christian.
ity at all, And yet, what is repre
sented s the scholarly section of the
olergy of every Protestant denomina
tion has for twenty.five years been
sitting at the feet of such temchers
and making the principles there
learned the essential basis ol their
theology. It is perhaps late in the
day to have awakensed #o the reality
ofthis, but 'tls certainly better than not
to have awakened %o the renlity at all,

IF ANY PROOF were needed of the
existence of demoniacal posses.
#ion in this generation it could be
found in the published reports of
“lecture” delivered by an in
dividual of the “ex-priest” variety
in & public hall in Toroato
last week, under the auspices—so it
is stated — of the " Liberty L.angune”
(whatever that may bs) ol Waest
Toronto, It would be difficult to
imagine utterances such as this
creature is reported to have de
livered himsell of! emanating from
other than a Satanic source. It is
even mora difficult to imagine “fitty
people, mostly women,” gitting
patiently under such an harangue,
Nor does it inorease one’s respect for
a paper like the Toronto Star to find
it reproducing for the delectation of
ite readers sayings that were turned
down as indecent by its advertising
department. The one redeeming
ciroumstance of the affair is the
announcement that the Y. W, C, A,
had cancelled the “Liberty League's”
contract for the hall when it was
apprised of the nature of the lecture.
"T'was not always thus, as Catholics
have only 800 much reason to know.

THE LATEST organization to make
its bow to the Canadian public is the
" Canadian  Protestant Publicity
League,” whose prospectus, im.
printed Toronto, has been sent to us
by eome thoughtful friend. It iscer-
tainly an entertaining and instruc.
tive document. It is nol necessary
a8 a description of the nature of its
contentes fto say more than that
among its signatories is an ex-Mayor
of Toronto, who also enjoys the dis
tinction of being the editor of the
official organ of Orangeism in
Canada, but some of its paragraphs
are too ingenuous and too diverting
to be passed over in that summary
fashion, The larger its circulation,
we should say, the more it will tend
to advance the Catholic cause.

THI8 RATHER entertaining produe-
tion begins by bewailing the '‘de
plorable lack of knowledge of the
vital principles of Protestantism,”
and the neglect of its 'essential
doctrines,” on the part oi the Can-
adian Protestant public—an ignor-
ance and a neglect which has “re.
acted wupon the vitality of the
churches” to such an extent that
“men to-day hold their religious con-
viotions much more lightly than
in former times.” Consequently,
“there is a real need in the Domin.-
ion of Canada for a wider distribu-
tion of literature for the purpose of
stimulating Protestant sentiment,”
and this in the judgmen: of the
promoters of the Protestant Pablicity
League, can be best effected by the
distribution of “Protestant litera.
ture” in the form of pamphlets
issued by " one thoueand men in
Canada,” whose names are to be
kept secref, but who will, out of the
depth of their Protestant enthusiasm,
contribute to the fund the modest
sum of $10 a year for five years.
This would give the Toronto com-
mittee the snug sum of $10,000 per
annum wherewith (after deducting
15 per cent. for adminisiration) to
diffuse “accurate information on the
vital dootrines of Christianity,” and
at the same time to slang-whang the
Pope, and to expose the ‘'various
movements of the Roman Catholic
Church designed to secure domin.
ance in Canada.”

Now, wiE would be the last to quar.
rel with the Protestant Pablicity
League in ite ambition to diffuse ac-
curate information on the vital doc-
trines of Christianity, had we any
assurance al all that either the pro.
moters of the movement or the Pro-
testant people of Canada generally
had any clear idea of what those doc-
trines are. Ia there any Protestant
body in Canada that in its member
ship is agreed on what constitutes
fhe authentic oveed of Christianity ?

'
On the contravy, is it not the bonst

of every one of them that they are
not now confined within the narrow
limits of dogma, but that every man
is the arbiter of his own oreed, and
that even disbelief in the divinity of
Ohvrist, the foundation rock of Chris.
tianity, need not debar 8 man from
communion in any one of them ?

Bur muis, atter all, is but a veil
to the real objects of! the League
which a8 revealed in the body of the
ciecular is bul to play second fiddle
to the nanseous Orange organ which
for a generation or more has devoted
its every effort to the fomenting of
religious discord in Canada, and to
the dissemination of every vile spec-
les of slander and vituperation
which hatred could suggest against
the only steadfast witness to the vital
doctrines of Christianity which the
world possesses—the Catholic Church,
That this is the essential purpose of
the Proteetant Publicity League the
circular before us does not leave any
doubt. And the Catholic Truth Soci
ety may take some unctlion to its soal
in the mssurance therein revealed
that i¢s work in distributing accurate
information about the Church and its
teaching has not been without effect
in Canada. " It should be remem-
bered,” says the circular, " that the
Catholic Truth Society has flooded
the country with Roman Catholic lit-
erature, explaining in subtle, and
sometimes convincing ways, the doc-
trines and the suthority of the
Church, and the arguments for the
supremacy of the Pope.” They could
not very well be more than “convine-
ing,” and the admiesion of even such
& motley association as the Pablicity
League to that effect, is evidence
that the thinking portion of the pub-
lic is not found, after fifty years or
more of Lodge propagandism, to be
in harmony with the misty and per-
verted ideas of religious truth repre-
sented by its promotors.

AND—ANOTHER thought occurs to
us on this subject—must it not ba
construed a8 a most humiliating con-
fession that a whole centary of
Protestant religious effort in Canada,
and no less a period of sectarian
vituperation has succeeded in pro-
ducing only “ignorance as to the
vital doctrines of Christianity,” and a
“deplorable lack of knowledge of the
vital principles of Protsstantism;”
that the only cropthey have garnered
is that “men to.day hold their re
ligious convictions much more
lightly than in former times?" This,
having regard to the nature and
violence of the propaganda, is, we
repeat, a most humiliating confes-
sion and goes farther than fthe
$1,000 per annum can possibly do in
exposing the shallowness and lack of
vital principle of the entire fabric of
sectarian Christianity.

It the $10,000 were to be expended
in an attempt to revitalize the
fruthe, fragmentary though they
were, which formerly were held by
devoutand well-meaning Protestants,
we could wish well to the movement,
but the real motive of the League
being but to add fuel to the dying
embers of religious discord in
our midet, and to stimulafe
the bad paseions which have ao_l—o-t'x_i
found expression through such
channels as the official organ of the
lodges, is a movement which, how-
ever heavily subsidized by ten dollar
subsoriptions, is doomed to the
ghastliest kind of failure. It is quite
understandable, therefore, why those
who accept the invitation to take
part in it, should have the guarantee
given to them in the concluding
paragraph of the circular that * the
list of subscribers will be regarded
a8 confldential and will not be pub-
lished at any time,” If honest, why
secret ?; and i secret it is because
there is that in the whole movement
of which ite participants do well to
be ashamed.

BIGOTRY IN ENGLISH
HOSPITALS

Much indignation has been caused
in various parts of England by cer-
tain regulations prevailing at some
of the military hospitals. At Knuts-
ford, Cheshire, there is an example
in point which is being brought to
the notice of the war office by the
local priest. As set down by him,
the charge is one of moment,

The wounded soldiers are not per-
mitted to leave the hospital to attend
Mangs even on Sunday, while no pro.
vision is made for them to hear Mass
in the warde, although Church of
England services are held in each
ward every Sunday. The Catholic
Church is almost opposite the hos-
pital. No reply has so far been re.
ceived to the complaint addressed to
the War Office and the matter may
come before Parliament, — Church

\ Preogress,

ON THE BATTLE LINE

———

The fremendous series of battles
for the possession of the great for.
fress of Verdun continues with in.
credible intensity, and holds the
world’s attention to the practical ex-
clugsion of all the other theatres of
the war, Yet important events are
taking place elsewhere,

Confldence that the Germans had
shot their bolt in the Verdan attack
was disturbed by the midnight French
oflicial statement, which announced
that “doring the day the Germans
made flerce assaults on our positions
in the Corbeaux Woods. Numerous
attacks were repulsed in succession
by our artillery, infantry and
machine gun flre, which wrought
Rgreat havoy in the German ranks.
Despite losses out of all proportion
fo the objective sought, the Germans
launched a final assault with
offectives of at least & division—
12,000 infantry—in the course of
which they were able to occupy that
part of the Corbeaux Wood which we
retook from them on Wednesday.

The reports of the flexce fighting in
the Corbeaux Wood early in the week
indicated that on Tuesday the Ger-
mans penetrated the wood and held
the grenter part of it, Next day the
French regained so much of the lost
ground that their offioial report
stated that the Germans retained
only a fringe of it. The enemy now
hold most of the wood again and
will be able to organize within it a
force for the assault on the Heights
of Camieres, which will inevitably
follow. These heights are absolute-
ly essential to the Germans if they
propose to moun! heavy guns on the
weet bank of the Meuse with which
to menace Verdun, and the Crown
Prince still stands prepared to pay a
price “out of all proportion to the
objective sought” the gun positions
west of the river,

East of the Meuse the French
lines are held firmly, Twice yester-
day the enemy attacked the trenches
west of Douaumont, and on both
oocasions they were stopped by
French artillery and machine guns,
and were unable to penetrate the
French lines at any point, The
gunners al Vaux prevented the
Germane from Ilaunching an at-
tack in preparation there. Conflrm-
ation is officially given of the state-
ment thai a! Vaux on Thursday the
Germans made heavy sacrifices dur-
ing their unsuccessful attack. There
is evidence that they are preparing
for a fresh aesault around Eix and
Moulainville, to the east of Verdun,
The artillery fire there yesterday
was intense,

General Aylmer is having a hard
fime of it in his endeavor to ralieve
Kut-el-Amara, The War Office an-
nouanced last night that his column,
which was operating from seven to
eight miles from the right bank of
the Tigrie when the action of Wed-
nesday was fought, has been forced
by lack of water to fall back on the
river after having removed all the
wounded.

The Turkish War Department an-
nounces that in the unsuccessiul
attack upon the Turkish positions on
Wednesday the British lett 2 000 dead
in the Turkish trenches, which were
captured during the action, but from
which the British were ejected before
the close of the struggle. This report
is undoubtedly meant to revive the
drooping epirite of the people at
Constantinople. General Aylmer's
slatement that his losses were not
heavy oan be accepted with the
utmost confideuce.

Some of the readers ol the
Summary hope for even greater
thinge from the operations in the
Near East. The suggestion is made
by a correspondent that the deadlock
on the western and Russian fronts
may be broken and flnal collapse of
the Germanic powers may come
through “the junction of the Rus-
sians and British in Mesopotamia
and the onsweep through Agia Minor
to Constantinople, I it is true the
Turks are in extremis and clamoring
for peace, and that the Germans and
Austrians have been withdrawn from
the Saloniki front, does it seem im-
probable that, firet Turkey, then Bul
garia, will quit, and the Russians
and British, together with the Allies
at Saloniki, may combine in a grand
move through Servia on Austria
from the south, supported as they
would be by the Servians and Ital-
ians, and also the neutral armies of
Greece and Roumania ?” There is
no doubt at all that the Danube line
is far more vulnerable than that of
the Rhine, but an advance into Hun-
gary by the Russians and Rou-
manians is still a possible means of
breaking the deadlock. Ruesia has
the men if the Allies can arm them
for her. To reconquer the Balkan
Peninsula will not be child’s play
and would take much more time
than a drive across the Carpathians
into Hungary.—The Globe, March 11,

SAY THE ROSARY

Say the Rosary every nightin Lent,
and say it with your family about
you—as it used to be said in your
own parents’ home. This beautifal,
holypractiseiefallingintodisuseintoo
many Catholiofamilies, Andfor what
poor, flimey reasons, ‘'‘ No time ;"
" Can't get the young folk together :"
So many things going on now a-
days.” Very true. But surely Cath.
lic tamilies can manage to give our
Lord and Hie Blessed Mother fifteen
or twenty minutes in the evening, to
recite together prayers that bring a
blessing on the home and make it a
place of peace. For Catholics there
should be no engagement, after the

day's work is done, to keep them from
saying the Rossary. As soon as the
evening meal i¢ finished, kneel down,
parents and children, and pay the
Blessed Mother the sweet familinr
tribute of praise and prayer. The
children of a home where the Rosary
fe said carry out into the world with
them a saving influence and a sacred
memory,—Sacred Heart Review,

—_——

T. P. O'CONNOR'S
LETTER
s
Bpecial Cable to Tur CatsoLic Recorp
(Copyright 1916, Central News)

London, March 11 —This has been
& week of mingled anxiety and grow-
ing confidence. Verdun still fills the
foreground and the people here read
the hourly mccounts of the great
battle with ne keen interest as do the
French people.

There i8 no real fear that the Ger-
mans will push through or that they
will seriously interfere with the
defence of France or her ultimate
advance in the Spring.

On the other hand the Rrowing
trouble Turkey is having with Rugsia
who is taking possession of her whole
Asiatic dominions, the reported
movement againet Enver Pasha and
the growing peace movement repord.
ed largely from Awmerican soarces,
increases the belief, long held, that
the real stroke against the Central
Powers will come in the East in the
overthrow or the backing out of
Turkey. Either would certainly
mean the intervention of Roumania,
possibly of Greece, and perhaps the
withdrawal of Bulgaria from giviog
further aesistance to Germany.

Here the speech of Winston
Churchill has proved aregular bomb-
shell, but whether it will affect the
poeition of the Ministry is not yed
clear,

The strong personal animosities
that Mr. Churchill's strong person-
ality have always evoked, the Galli
poli dieaster, whioch still hangs
around his neck, the abruptness of
his whole volte tace with regard to
Admirable Lord Fisher, has weakened
the effect of his speech. Arthur J,
Balfour's is a more leisured person.
ality and, not as effective as Winston
Churchill's 11l - regulated driving
power, has added weight to the
indictment.

On the other hand there is &
powerful anti Fisher party in the
Navy. Mr. Balfour has many friends
and many critics who regard Church-
ill's intervention s inopportune and
miechievous and further develop.
ments must be awaited before we
can pronounce the ultimate effect of
this disturbing speech,

I saw Mr. Lloyd George last week
at his country houss at Walton
Heath. He looked thin and pale and
tired but was full of spirit., He is
loud in hie admiration for the French
nation and says that they have con-
fronted the grave situation with as
much a8 i§ not greater energy than
have any other of the Allies.

“ France ie, indeed, a great nation,”
he said.

The Irieh in England are preparing
for the celebration of St. Patrick's
Day, but in maccordance with the
present conditions there will be no
banquets nor political speeches.
There will be, however, receptions
and charity concerts.

S0, Patrick’'s Day has been declared
a "'flag day,” when subscriptions will
be raised in London and all the great
cities of Kogland for funds that will
be used to supply Irish soldiers and
Irish prisoners with comforts. All
clagses of Irishmen, Nationalists and
Unionists have joined the commit.
tees.

It has just been announced that
twenty nine Irish soldiers have won
the much coveted Victoria Croses.

Some Thomas Hardy of the future
will find abundant material for such
a series of sketches in this war time
88 Thomas Hardy has written about
episcdes in the days of the war with
Napoleon. For the war mests you
everywhere in England to day. I
realized this a few days ago when
taking a little trip down to Bath to
visit two friends—Sir Charles and
Lady Henry—the latter, as is known,
one of the most prominent and
popular figures in the political so-
ciety of London and formerly Miss
Lewisohn of New York—whose only
son has been missing since the
Battle of Loos. Bath is the most
eloquent survival to.day of the
eighteenth century, crowded with
lofty, spacious and beautifal old-
fashioned houses; and in every
nook and corner some survival by
medallion or statue of the days of
Sheridan and the world that figures
in The Rivale and The School for
Scandal., After hall a century of
more or less eclipse, Bath is coming
to its own again ; for the oclosing of
Carlsbad and other German and
Austrian resorfe has thrown the
Britisher back on the water cure
towns of his own counfry, quite as
good, though perhaps not s0 amusing
a8 those of the Continent; and Bath
has got a greater claim, owing to the
discovery by Siv William Ramsay,
our greafest scientist, of radius in
its waters. I can speak from per.
sonal experience of the waters and
baths of the old city as the best I
have mef yed.

But not even an hourly ooccupation
in water drinking and baths could
keep me oblivious of the ever present
and ever haunting war, Every
waiter—except a young Swiss—who
attended at table, wore an armlet ag
proof that he had offered himself for
military service. The street cars, as
everywhere elete, had young women
a8 conductors, and women as ticke
collectora met every train. Some.
thing new to me, however, and en.

tirely new to_English life, was the




