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teranced by the lowest of gwindlers, in
their efforts And yet
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Not 80, however, in Kngland.
dividual tried
frenzied finance game there, and the
English
equivocal

named Wright
companies’ law showed him in
mavuer that
brigandage was neither safe nor profit-
able. Jn the United States they
do, and have done with impunity what
Wright was punished for. Instead of
being behind the bars the frenzied
financiers are lauded as exemplars for
the young—for their ability and phil
anthropies, Now and then they are
denourced as thieves, and then these
gentlomen content themselves with ask.
ing the befooled and plundered common
people :  Well, what are you going to
do about it ? Nothing, we suppose, by
& country that puts God out of its
schools and whose all important ques-
tion is not : What are you? But:
What have you got ?
————
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THE POOR POLICY HOLDER.

The insurance investigation taking
place in New York concerns the Cana-
dians who are policy holders in any of
the companies under fire. The story
of dishonor has not been published in
its entirety as yet, but the pages of it
in circulation are enough to lead one to
suspect that Mr. Lawson was right
when he said that financiers under the
spell of the code of modern dollar-mak-
ing are converted into beasts of prey.
The investigation reveals that men who
Were supposed to embody the highest
tmmercial ideals have wused trust
money as a means of private gain. For
political purposes they bave used it,
and they have also turned thousands of
dollars which belong to the widow and
Orphan  into  their family coffers.
Again, the man who invests in life
Insurance is under the impression that
bis money with its earnings shall be
Teturned to him at the stipulated time.

But President McCurdy of the Mutual
L“"ﬁs:ures us that this is a misconcep-
tion of mutual life assurance. According
tohim, it is not a money-making business
A all, but a philanthropic enterprise
fonnded for the benefit of the entire
earth, That cant, however, as ridicu-
lous ag it is insulting, will not satisfy
the policy-holder. He regards his

commercial

can

They must possess sufficient humili'y
and a desire t) receive the light. ‘‘I'e
tas filled the hungry with good things
and the rich He hath sent empty away."”’
(St. Luke i., 53.)

Peop'e who don't want to know are
rot hungry and hence have no ap
petite for faith, for the food of faith.
The s-If suflizient, the proud cannot
be cxa'ted. ‘‘ He hath depoted the
proud and hath exalted the humble.”
Henece prayers is better than argument.
In addition to praying for those whom
we wish to be converted, we ought to
get them to pray themselves, the
prayer of the blind man : ‘* Oh Lord
that I may sce.”’

Iaith does not imply the annihila
tion or even the violation of rason.
It is God Who has endowed us with rea
son and e asks us for a ** reascnahle
gervice.”” Our Lord does nct ask for
faith without having shown a suflle-
ient ground for it. * If I do not the
works of my Father, believe Me not."
(St. John x., 37.)

Faith, however, acknowledges that
reason has a superior in its own line;
that there exis's something like itse!'t
but which infinitely surpasses mere
human reason. Since man can and
does easily acknowledge that God's
power infinitely surpasses his own, how
can it be so difficult to realize that the
knowledge of God is quite as much
above his knowledge and his capacity
of knowledge, as the power and the
strength of God is above man’s strength
and power. The Lord Himself has de-
clared: ‘*As the heavens are exalted
above theearth, soare my ways exalted
above yoar ways, and my thoughts
above your thoughts.” (Isiah lv., 8.)

There must naturally be a great
many truths beyond the scope of
haman reason and upon which human
reason cannot pronounce with anything
like confidence or certainty, anrd on
which, therefore, it ought not to pro
nounce at all. 1t should then be easy
to deduce that there must be a sanc-
tion— a teaching from a source much
higher than mere human reason or
authority—the revelation of an infinite
superior intelligence. Those traths
may be hard to accept by many be-
cause they appear to involve things
which seem opposed to the dictates of
reason .,

We use the term seem to be opposed
to reason. The difficulties are not dif-
ficulties so much to reason as to imag-
ination. You cannot conceive how a
thing is to be done or what it will look
like when it is done. Reason says
there may be millions of ways in which

it can be done ; imagination says: ‘I
cannot cunceive how it is possible.”’
St. Thomas was incredulous, IHe

said : * Except I shall see in His hands
the print of the nails, and put my
finger in the place of the nails, and put
my hand into His side, T will not be
lieve.”” (St. John xx , 25.) St. Thomas
doubtless, thought he was asking for
proof to satisfy his reason. He had
proof enough for his reason in the
tostimony of the other Apostles. What
he really wanted was something to

ASHAMED OF CATHOLIC
PICTURES
¢ We ar: sorry to be obliged to ad-
mit,’’ says the Paulist Calenaar, ** that
there are Catholics full of human
respect, narrow and uncultured
withal, that they exclude sacred pie-
tures from promi in their
lest they be reckoned amorg the de
vout, or annoy the non Catholie or in-
fidel gue t« They do not fear to offend
pure eye: with dangerously suggestive
pagan pictures,or refined tastes with the
banalities of some flecting fashion inart,
They have not suflizcient common sense
or fineness of feeling to understand
what they are shutting out of their
lires and those of their children in ban
ishing the Blessed Mother and the
Divine Child. Wherever the pictures
of the Divine Redeemer, of His Blessed
Mother and the saints abound in the
household, faith is strong, and the sin

ful mortal, though, as the poet says, he

SO

SO

housey
houses,

soul with elay.”

A SERMON TO NEWSPAPER MEN.

APPEALED TO AT 2 0'CLOCK MASS, THEY
FORM A BRANCH OF THE SOCIETY
FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE
FAITH,.

“ Going Teaca ye all na
tions, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost * * * And behold
I am with you all days, even to the
consummation of the world."”

This clarion sounded by Christ to
His Apostles nineteen hundred years
ago, w:s used as a text for a sermon
preached last Sunday at 2 o'clock in
tte moraing in the city of New York.

It was a remarkable incident at most
remarkable religions school. The
“ Newspapermen's Mass ”’ was inaugur-
ated four years ago in St. Andrew's
Chureh, which is located in the
centre of the mnewspaper district
of the great metropolis, and imme
diately attracted theinterest of Church
people over all the United States.
And truly it deserves all the interest
that can be given to it.

Ouve must be acquainted with the
divers elements that form this peculiar
congregation in order to realize the
atmosphere that pervades this early
Sunday morning Mass. There at 2
o'cloeck in one of the few churches
which have stood by a distriet in which
religious edifices are getting scarce,
one will ind a congregation of from
six to seven hundred men—editors, re
porters, printers, pressmen, policemen,
post offize employes—reverently fulfil-
ing their religious duties, whilst their
fellow-citizens have given themselves
into the tender care of Morpheus.

It was to this congregation that the
diocesan director of the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith, Rev. John J.
Dunn, addressed an eloquent and
earnest appeal for sympathy and mater-
ial help. And the appeal was not in
vain. At the end of the Mass sixty-
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trip and fall, yet shall not biind his P Dr. Joseph Agar Beet, has rosigned his

ent remedied matters by becoming a
sbyterian. Bat as his ancestors be-

€xX
Pre

lo to that Church which had come
in for some condemunation in one of the
addresses that evening he conld not
bat feel that his position in the chair
had become a s )mewhat diflicult one.
He could not agree with all that had
been said by the Rev. John Smith : the

speaker had said thet there had been
saints in the Catholiec Church, but he
(sir Henry Bale) would say that there
were still saints in the Catholic Church ;
and among the particular friend:hips |
of his life there were some he had k-

and loved, although dillerir

in religions belicf. He did

in such a gathering it was necessary

to turn to the faults or defects of other

denominations,”

1F NOT HELL, WHAT?

A famous Methodist English minister,
ga

professorship in the Wesleyan College,
Yichmond, heeause he can nolonger be-
lieve in a material heil. Yet he recoz
nizes that there must be some deter
rent to the wieked. Wemust havesome-
thing to put in the place of this theo
logy of hell firo,"" says the doctor. e |
realizes undo htedly, as every thought- |
ful man must, that the wholesome tear |

berate, persistent, and finally impenit-
ent evil doer—a beliei which has pre
vailed in the world even in Paganism

-is the most potent factor in prevent
ing a hell here and mow. Dr. Agar-
Beet does not find full warrant for the
doctrine in the Bible ? Nothing can
be clearer and plainer than the state-
ments of Christ Himself on this mat-
ver.

While in view of the fact that no lan.
guage is adequats to convey an idea of
the misfortune of those rational crea-
tures who have deliserately refused the
friendship of God, and missed the end
for which they were created, preachers
are justifiad in using the strongest de-
terrents in dealing with trose who are
attached to evil courses and in danger
of hardening their hearts to the call of
their Creator, the Chureh simply pro
claims the doctrine of everlasting pun-
ishment for tho impenitent sinner, and
leaves us to ponder on the words of
Christ as to its nature. She makes it
clear to us that no man can be lost
withont his own deliberate fanlt,
whether he be born in the darkness of
heathenism or in the full light of

whole, even for this world, there is
more real happiness in the course that
leads away from perdition, than in those
which empty iato it.

As the Abbae Felix Klein expresses

it, in his admirable * Summary of
Christian  Doetrine’”” in  a recent
issue of the Ave Maria : ‘‘Adults
who have received the grace a

sufficiency of which is offered to all
and who, by an evil use of their free-
will have degenerated from the natural
condition of man, suffer the painful con-
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