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others, doubtless. But folks have | WHO ARE THE REALLY SUPER-
Giffercnt ways of proving their sym. STITIOUS ?
patby with tnother’- sorrow, and [ . v
honored that old man’s way ; it connted. |  we may be excused for again refer-

Their fases did not ewen try to swile, | ying to the writings of William Howitt
put looked solemn. Their eyes seemed | ) "yyhepstition in Catholic countries
to nudge my heart and before I could | ooause the question he raises is in-
control myself, 1 h““‘ said : s | stantly brought home to us in all its

+ Gentlemen, will yuu”uphold me ?" | rroveous attribution when we lcok at

l“ l: whatever you do,”’ sounded OB |ipe columns of our own daily news.

sides. " yapers. Superstition is far more rife

“ Then let us hear what Nathan Peel En lthn l,'niteld States than in any Im‘rh
has to 8ay, I commented, beginning | o purope, The vast majority of the
to write an order on & page of my note- people here are outside the Catholic
fold, and have been brought up in that
great antidote to superstition, the
public school ; yet the trade of the
astrologer, the forture teller, the
dream-interpreter, the faith curist, the
divine healer and all the rest of the
tribe of base imposture is flourishing.
This means that superstition is ram
pant. The advertisements of these
daring humbugs in the daily papers are
astounding memorials to the credulity
of an age which is never weary of pro-
claiming itself to Le the crown and
fruition of modern enlightenment.

But if we want proof of the really
superstitious character of non Catholic
populations, we have it to hand in the
works of a famous KEnglish writer, a
Protestant : we mean Daniel Dofoe,
author of the world-renowned ** Robin-
son Crusoe.”” Defoe wrote another
book, much more valuable, but not 8o
pleasant to read, by auy means. It
was called ** The P’lague in Londcn."
It is a great work, and an invaluable
one to the historian, since what other
writers gave upon that gruesome sub-
ject conveyed no idea of the actual
condition of the people under the
awful visitation, only the merest statis-
tical kind of synopsis. But Defoe’s
narrative is as graphic as a photo-
graph. What he describes is for the
most part what he himself had seen.
His pictures of the terrors of the un-
stricken people and their endeavors to
avoid contact with the stricken are in-
tensely interesting; but his tales of
the charnel house and the death ditch,
with the rumble of the dead-carts
during the awful nights and the cries
of the drivers, **Bring out your dead!"
are blood-curdiing beyond aii viber
records. Then was the time when
superstition ran riot indeed, and de-
mented people in their agony of fear
had resort to every form of invocation
of invisible powers in the hope ef
warding off an intangible and stealthy

Ol:xe of my friends took it, and in a
little while, Nathan stood among us.
His sister, quivering, had met him at
the mouth of the shaft, her face looking
like a dozen deep emotions blended
into one. She remained at his side,
silent. I stated the case in the plain-
est of terms, pointing out the old man
to Nathavo. The young fellow was
paturally amazed, and gave the old
man a critical survey, but as he turned
back to me, I thought 1 caught the
shine of water in his eyes.

« If you will allow me to go home, 1
will come back when you say,”’ was all
he said, and he looked me full in the

es.

eyl would have taken his word without
witness or hostage, b I held to the
terms. 1 wrote out the agreement,
which he and the old man signcd. Then
1 wrote his leave of absence for two
days. He received the latter with a
hand that was shaking, and in quick
succession he grasped my hand and
that of the old man.

* Day aiter to-morrow, at 12 o'clock,
I will be here,’’ he said, looking an un-
utterabie something into the eye of his
friend.

[ ain’t a-doubting that, son,’” was
the hearty response.

«Then we all stood bareheaded near
the shaft and watched the old gray-
haired hero go down to his noble task,
his permit in hand. I dream about that
sight to this very day.

Nathan and his sister went home on
the trais, and he had enough mouey to
buy his return ticket.

A little aiter the train time the pext
day, bul oibg, my puriy o H ool
near the shaft of the mine, and close
by were gathered a crowd of men,
women, boys, girls and babies never
before o far from their cradles. Kvery-
one watched the road that led from the
railway station, and few were the
words spoken by anyone. By and by,

tellers, conning men and astrologers,
to know their fortunes, or, as it is vul-
garly expressed, to have their fortunes
told them, their nativities calculated
and the like, and this folly presently
made the town swarm with a wicked
generation of pretenders to magic, to
the black art, as they called it, and I
know not what; mnay, to a thousand
worse dealings with the devil than they
were really guilty of, and this trade
grew s0 ojen and so gene rally prac-
ticed that it became comumon to bave
pigns and inseriptions set up at doors,
‘Here lives a tortune-teller;’ *Here
lives an astrologer;’ ‘Here you may
have your nativity ealculated,” and
the like; and Friar Bacon's brazen-
head, which was the usual sign of thexe
p ople’s dwellings, was (o be swen
almost in ¢ rery stieet, or else the sign
of Mother Shipten, or of Merlin's head
and the like,

“ With what blind, absurd and ridi-
culous stuff the=e oracles of the devil
pleased and satisfied the people, I really
know nof, but eertain it is that in-
numerable attendants crowded about
their doors every day; and if but a
grave fellow in a velvet jacket, a band
and a black cloak, which was the habit
those ¢nack conjurors generally went
in, was but scen in the streets, the
people would fo/low them in crowds
and ask them questions as they went
along."

It was not merely the common people
who were slaves to superstition, as we
find from the following passage :

¢ The very court, which was then
gay and luxurious, put on a face of just
concern for the public danger. All
the plays and interludes, which, after
the manner of the French court, had
been set up and began to increase
among us, were forbid to act; the
gaming tables, public dancing rooms
and music houses, which multiplied
and began to debauch the manners of
the people, were shut up and sup-
pressed ; and the jack-puddings, merry-
andrews, puppet-shows, rope dancers
aud such like doings, which had be-
witched the cemmon people, shut their
shops, finding indeed no trade, for the
minds of the people were agitated with
~thar thinrs and a kind of sadness and
horror at these things sat upon ine
countenances even of the common
people ; death was before their eyes,
and everybody began to think of their
graves, not of mirth and diversions.

+On the other hand, it was incredi
ble, and scarce to be imagined, how

fee.

It must be remembercd that when
the plague broke out in London Catho-
licism had been swept, root and branch,
£0 to speak, out of England ; only a few
fami'ies remained loyal ; in the obscure
streets some fugitive members of the
Chureh led a darkling life, hiding from
the world and afraid to let their
identity be known. Puritanism had
had its full swing, and though it had
given place to the easier code of the
Established Charch, the atmosphere of
the whole country was distinctly anti-
Catholic. Defoe tells how their super-
stitioms were evoked and played upon
by a horde of quacks. Two comets
were seen—one before the plague broke
out, another befere the fire. He says:

1 saw both these stars, and [ must
confess, I had had so much of the com-

* How is your ma 2" he asked mon notion of such things in my head,

“A great deal better—left her sitting r}lmcl was apt to look upon them as the
at the window,’”’ the young fellow | forerunners and warnings of God's judg-
answered. ments, and especially when the plague

++ And the sister—how is she?"’ had followed the first, I yet saw ancther

« Just as brave as ever, and well."” of the like kind, I vnullnl not but say,

“That's good, that's very good,” | God 'lmd not yes sufficiently scourged
the old man said thrusting his hands in | thl"(’;l')" g
his pockets, ‘' It's pretty tough work | “1’_“‘ﬂl’l‘“’l“‘""“"’?”“\‘0 people were
you have to do down yonder, my boy ; | likewise ””‘"I_—"".\' _"1*""5‘;‘"‘1 by ‘lhl‘
but there comes a night o'rest after | error of the times, in which, I think,
every workday, and time will pass; l the I““»‘l"‘_'. from what principle I car-
pound to do it. And pow I am going not imagine, were more addicted to
to set to work to see about this here | prophecies, and astrological conjura
¢ innercence’ business. You must not-
er-had ne friends in your trouble, did x
you, son 2"’ | whmvhur this unhappy temper was

The young man shook his head, look- | originally raised by the follies of some
ing unblinkiogly off at the sunny Jand- | people who got money by it, that is to
scape. The kind words had found a |%ay, by printing predictions and prog
tender place in his heart. nostications, .[ know not, but certain it

“Well, you got one now,"’ said the | 18 books frighted them terwibly; such
old man. ** And when Jacob Conner
set out to be a friend, he's a hustler.
You just be a man, and the fust thing
you know you'll be alongside the hone
folks for good and all. Jacob Conner
ain't never yet pinned his faith to a
horse that wouldn’t go."’

His coal-blackened hand was on Na-
than's shoulder and his voice was the
heartiest 1 ever heard. Afterward I
had a talk with the old man, and we ,
ted very good friends. In less | astically l‘)““‘l as (“‘ run
than five weeks he had the “‘innercent’’ streets with their orai i
business sifted to the last handful of
dust. With his vigorous help Justice
put her fair hands on the real wrong-
daer, and Jacob Conner went back to
the mines with Nathan Peel's release
in his keeping.

I would have paid a good price to
have seen Nathan and the old man
meet each other, but I could not leave
bome at that time. I have never seen
both of them since, however, and 1
believe the whole family would at-
tempt to go to the crater of an active
voleano in order to serve Jagob Con-
ner.— Concordia.

1 kept my watch open, and it seemed
that the minute hand was caught so
that it could not move. Then suddenly
a top the rise of ground in front of us,
the form of a young man appeared,
walking briskly. It was Natban Peel.
The rough-coated crowd looking on
sent up a yell, and women joined in it,
the young man coming steadily on.
Then the air was split with three cheers |
for him, closely followed with three ‘
for the old man down in the mine and
three for the governor. They screamed \
themselves hoarse, and so did iny party
and so did 1. Some say I lost my head
and cheercd the governor as lustily as
I cheered the others. We had a good
time, anyway.

I ordered the old man up, and he and
Nathan gripped bands and locked decp
into each other's eyes.

ever they were before or since ;

logical Predictions, Poor Robin's Al-

Partaker of Her Plagues;’
called ¢ Fair Warning ;'
¢ Britain's Remembrancer,” and many

the city ; nay, some were 80 enthusi

sena

days, or yet a few days. Another rar

ng day and night

about his wais

by CTY

eried, * Woe to Jerusalem

this poor naked creature eried, * O
the great and the drc adful God!” anc
said no more, but repeated those word
continually, with a voice and counten
.:mrv full of horror, a swift pace, anc

nobody could ever fird him to stop, o
rest, or take any sustenance, at leas

Between Him and the Lord.

tions, dreams and old w ives' tales than |

as Lily's Almanack, Gadbury's Astre-

manack, and the like ; also several pre-
tended religious books, entitled, * Come
out of Her, My People, Lest ye be
another
another

vbout  the
, P!

tending they were sent to preach to
the city ; and one in particular, who
like Jonah to Ninevah, cried in the
strects, * Yet forty days and London
shall be destroyed.' T wil not be
positive whether he said yet forty

about naked, except a pair of drawers

the posts of houses and corners of streets
were plastered over with doctors’ bills
and papers of ignorant fellows quack-
ing and tampering in physic and invit-
| ing people to come to them for reme-
dies, which was generally set off with
such flourishes as these, viz.:
¢ Infallible preventive pills against the
plague. Never falling presegvatives
against the infection. Sovereign cor-
dials against the corruption of air.
Exact regulations for the conduct of
the body in case of infection. Anti-
pestilential pills, Incomparable drink
against the plague, uever found out
before. An universal remedy for the
plague. The only true plague water.
The royal antidote against all kinds of
infection ; and such a number more that
I eannot reckon up, and if I could
would A1l a book of themselves to set
| them down., * * * But there was
| still another madness beyond all this,
which may serve to, give an idea of
the distracted humor of the poor
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on a superficial appreciation of the
situation. Kolde says :

* Few people, and only those who
study modern facts in the light of
Church history, have any appreciation
of the phepomenal advance made by the
Catholic Church during the last de-
cades, especially as a power in the
political world and in the conquests of
new spheres of thought and lite. It is
by no means a pleasant thing for Pro-
testants to contemplate ; but it is an
unden‘able fact that not since the days
o. lnnocent 111, has the Papal sysiem
unfolded such splendor and power as in
the present time. Not the Catholie
princes, but rather the Protestant
rulers are the ones who are trying to
surpass each other in honoring the
shrewd sage now occupying the throne
in the Vatican, although it is this same
sage who has repeatedly called the Re-
formation a pest.

¢ In other respe~ts the Church has
grown phenomenally. Kach year the
pumber of those who swell the ranks of
the religious orders grows by the
thousands, and in the German KEmpire
alone there are now 40,000 of these.
Not since the days of the Reformation
have these orders, especially the Jes-
uits, developed the strength they
evinee in our days."”

Kolde furthermore asserts that the
statesmen of Kurope are largely in-
fluenced by the views that may prevail
in the Vatican (he evidently forgets
French statesmen when he says this),
and he instances, as an example of this
growth in influence by the Church, the
assigning to the Pope of the position of |
judge in international difficulties.

“This,”” he says, ‘‘has been first
voluntarily yielded to the Vatican by
the leading Protestant powers of

people at that time, and this was their
| following a worse sort of deceivers than
any of these, for these petty thieves
oanly deluded them to pick their pockets
and get their money: in which their
| wickedness, whatever it was lay
chiefly on the side of the deceiver's
deceiving, not upon the deceived ; but
in this part I am going to mention, it
lay chiefly in the people deceived, or
equally in both ; and this was in wear-
| mg charms, philters, exorcisms, amu-
) lets, and I know not what preparation,
to fortify the body against the plagues
| as if the plague was not the hand of
‘ God, but a kind of a possession of an
| evil spirit, and it was to be kept off
with ecrossings, signs of the zodiac,
papers tied up with so many knots, and
certain words or figures written on
them, as particularly the word Abracad-
abra, formed in triangle or py ramdd.

“] might spend a great deal of my
time in exclamations against the follies,
and indeed the wickedness of thote

4 ¥ | things, in a time of such danger, in a
such; all, or most part of which, fore-
told directly or covertly, the ruin of

matter of such consequence as this of a
national infection ; but my memoran-
dums of these things relate rather to
take notice of the fact, and mention

only that it was so. How the poor
people found the insufficiency of those
things, and how many of them were
afterwards carried away in the dead
carts, and thrown into the common
graves of every parish with these hell-
ish charms and trumpery hanging about
1 | their necks, remains to be spoken of as

we go along.”
’ Here is abundant evidence to sustain

like aman that Josephus mentions, Who | ¢y contention that the most supersti-
1 a little
before the destruction of that city : <o

tious people in the world then and now
are those who had been so loud in
hoastine that they had shaken off a
system of suy erstition, and whose sue-
cessors to this day never fail to hurl
the epithet of pe ople of the Catholic
faith.— PPhiladelphia Catholic Standard
r'land Times.
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Kurope, Prussia and Germany, the
former of these also having been the
first to recognize the Curia as a polit-
‘ ical power on cqual footing with other
! powers, by sending an ambassador to
the Vatican."
Kolde then gives a survey of the his-

] torical causes that have led up to this |

| condition of affairs, and closes with the
| ctatement that, taking into considera
| tion present conditions, ** humanly
| speaking the Catholic Church is des-
tined to achieve still more notable con-
quests in the twentieth centary. —
Catholic Columbian,

————————

CATHOLICISM.

Catholicism means, as we regard it

and as the orbis terrarum regards it, |
exist- |

belonging to a certain sceiety ;

ing visibly in the order ol life, with |

clearly deflned limitations and bound-
aries, and with a visible tiead. 1t is
not a nebulous entity but an historical
fact. Some of our friends say that
nothing is Catholic which ean not be

proved to have been held or to have ex- |

isted before the sixth century. Life is

waning years in tedious and tiresome

tised or not practised so many hundred
years ago. Before one did find out, it

priest and ask for the administration
of the last sacraments, the Viaticum,
and the anointing with the sacramental
“oil of joy and gladness.”” The
Church of the present is good enough
for me ; and when the things of earth
and sense and time are passing away
forever, it would be a waste of energy
and but poor preparation for the life
of the world to come, to vex one's self
with what Christians did or did nob

do in the sixth century or any other |

century.
A story used to be told of Pius i\

You've read about Dr. Briggs. He's | that ever 1 could hear of.” TEE CHURCH IN EUROPE. inst before the Vatiean count 1. Somé
reported to have said that he regarded l Defoe goes on to relate how the i i . i | one had respectiully suvggeste 1 that
his ordination as an Ipiscopalian min- | people began to tell each other's The question whether the Catholic | something was not in accordantt with
ister in the light of a humiliation for he | gre: ms, and the various direful i;.tw»i('}-w. ch has entered upon the twer ieth | Cat) 1 ( ( Y
had previously been a Presbyte | pretations placed by old women on | cén ury with nereased nt | tion 1 Nen 4l
clergyman, besides beinga professc them. He also relates how the min- | stre h had better nect | o \ I pre
Union Theologica Q i d of heering the pe nle | ter 1 ha ( in Knrop 1 . ™ | Vo i [
of this assertion i hv 1 it AN« ved |t I rv 1 recently, pract ( t U |

§ 7 al | 45 g ¥ y q y ' 1 ( nterde \ ‘ t i ¢
at L1 € ] 1 ( } )
' . : ow | lic . 1 ‘ : |
1 { of 1 i 1 I ! |
L ¢ e acinial. % A o¢ aste \
v : | y ! nt ¥ ’
ual or } | \ 1 u 1 ( Y 1
questic My hrothe re  vou | 1 \ rth oder ! |
Christian 2"’ VR renly v 1 | ei 3 1i-known Ger |
and witl sl of i tic ( v hearil Deal I os | teur, Tl ( mber lain, | t
“I'm a professor in a thec cal | on | unless t a ti ugh el nd necessit of 1
inary.””  But this only seemed to 1|  “One mi ntroduces | the Catholic Church, by the end « | theix rimage { I 1
for renewed effort, and the young man | apother; these te ) appreben- | twentieth centory less than one third ‘I hrough this vale of
was equal to it. ‘* My dear brother,” 1 sions of the people led them to a thou- | of the Christians of the glohe will he | Angus.
he continued, ** as you value your soul, | gand weak, foolish and wicked things, within its fold. On the other hand, | NS )
|

don't let a thing like that stand be-
tween you and the Lord.” — Catholic
Transcript.

which they wanted not a sort of peopl
really wicked to encourage them tc
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