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1HB TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE:

THE SUCKED SCRIPTORE. Plutarch informs us that it was
the habit of Alexander the Great to

Should be Perused for Light and 
Oonevlation It Imparts.

The Word of God is an inexhaust
ible treasury of heavenly science. It 
is the only oracle that discloses to 
us the origin and sublime destiny of 
sna« and the means of attaining it. 
It is the fejy that interprets his re
lation to his Creator. It is the 
foundation of our Christian faith, 
anti of our glorious heritage. Its 
moral code is the standard of our 
lives. If our Christian civilization is 
so manifestly superior to all actual 
and pre-existing* social systems, it 
is Indebted for its supremacy to the 
ethical teachings of Holy Writ.

Viewed as on historical chronicle, 
the Word of God is the most ancient, 
the most authentic ami the most in
structive nn<l interesting record ever 
presented to mankind. It contains 
the only reliable history of the hu 
man race before the D» luge, embrac
ing a period of more thon 1500 
years from the creation of Adam to 
the time of Noah. Were it not for 
the Hebrew annalist, the antediluvian 
ft go would he a complete blank to 
all succeeding generations. The Pe- 
ealogtie is 700 years older than the 
jurisprudence of LycUrgw>: it is 2000 
years older than that of Justinian; 
it is 2700 years older than that of 
Magna Chart a; it is 3300 years old
er than the c<h1o of Nano icon, and 
almost as many years older than the 
American constitution, and yet the 
BecaJogue is better known to-day 
end more universally inculcated than 
any laws ever framed hv the hand, ol 
man. It is on historical monument 
that has remained impregnable for 
thou sam# Is of years, and has suc
cessfully withstood the violent 
shocks of the most formidable as
sailants. There is not a single- arch 
or column or keystone in the sacred 
edifice that does not show some 
marks of foreign- or domestic as
sault. But there it stands, as firm 
as the pyramids, unshaken and un- 
rivcti by the upheavals and revolu
tions of centuries. It gives us the 
narrative of the most memorable, and 
momentous events ami of the most 
eminent men that have ever figured 
In the theatre of the world-. There is 
scarcely a notable incident recorded 
in the Scripture that may not serve 
Ojs> a text for some moral reflections. 
Bible facts ore sermons as well. Read 
Mas: lion's discourses and you* will 
perceive the truth of this assertion. 
If history is philosophy teaching by 
example, this definition is specially 
applicable to the Word of God, for 
the Apostle says that "what things 
soever were written, were written for 
our learning." There is not a single 
virtue that is not embellished by the 
luminous example of some patriarch 
Or prophet or apoe»tle or king, or 
matron in the sacred Book. If you 
look for an example of unshaken 
faith and hope in God. where will 
you find it more beautifully portrayed 
than in Abraham ? In Daivid y eu 
have a conspicuous marvel of tender 
piety toward* God, and- of magnanim
ity toward an enemy. Charity and 
filial affection shone forth in the life 
of the patriarch Joseph. Tobias and 
■Job were held up as types of pati- ' 
once and resignation In adversity. 
Maniai heroism is strikingly exhi
bited in Gideon, Joshua and the 
Maccabees, ami domestic a/Tection by 
Jacob and Ruth. Susanna is a sub
lime pattern of conjugal purity, and 
St. Paul of burning zeal and aposto
lic courage.

The Bible is the unfailing* fountain 
at which 'theologians, doctors-, and 
the fathers of the Church drank d 
and copiously. Apart from its Sn«- 
spived character, the. Bible is a mo
del of literary excellence*. What clas
sic author, ancient or modern, can 
excel Isaiah or St. .John in sublimi
ty of conception., or in Books of Sa
muel and Kings and the Gospels, in 
the charm and conciseness of historic 
narrative, * or Jeremiah’s Lamenta
tions in pathos and tenderness, or 
the Apocalypse in descriptive power, 
or Jacob, in majestic and terrible 
imagt-s, or David in poetic thoughts? 
The grandest creations of poetic ge
nius pales before the psalmody of the 
royal prophet. Milton and Dante 
have borrowed their noblest images 
from the pages of the sacred writr 
ings.

But the Bible should be reed for a 
higher motive than for the sake of 
th<* style. It should he perused for 
the sake of the light and- consolation 
which it impart#». When you open 
the portals of this temple of divine 
lnowledge you should not stop to 
admire the ornaments and doc or ac
tions of the interior, but you should 
rather meditate on the words of wis
dom that are inscribed on its walls, 
and contemplate the ' hallowed poct- 
ralls looking down upon you, that 
you mav imitate them and hold them 
»P to the veneration of the faithful.

’ sleep at night with a copy of Homer 
and a dagger under his pillow. You 
who are soldiers of Christ should 
certainly have as much attachment 
for the Book of Books, ae Alexander 
had for thq Greek poet. If you rest 
on your pillow armed with "the 
Sword of the Spirit which is the 
Word of God," you will find it the 
best sedative for allaying mental 
troubles and feverish excitement, for, 
in the language of the Psalmist, 
'■'God shall overshadow thee with Ilis 
shoulders, and under His wings shalt 
thou trust. His truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler. Thou shalt not 
be afraid of the terror of the night 
nor of the arrow that flieth by day." 
There are many strong examples— 
Paul before the Governor of Caesarea 
ami his wife as the superiority of in
nocence enchained o-ver guilt en
throned; the lives of those whti had
fallen from their high estate serve 
as beacon lights warning us to shun 
the rocks which occasioned their 
downfall.—Cardinal Gibbons.

•THE WHISPERER AND THE 
DOUBLE-TONG UED."

(From the Sacred Heart Review.)
The tattling gossip is a fruitful 

source of trouble in any community. 
Almost every parish is afflicted with 
a gossip, and she is generally a wo
man who spends much time in (ap
parent) devotion. Yet, with all her 
dev outness, she does not miss any 
happening, in the parish. And the 
more unfortunate or scandalous the 
happening, the more likely she is to 
be aware of it. Nor is she scrupul
ous about giving a scandalous twist 
to Un» most harmless piece of news 
that may be imagined. This, it is 
said, is what makes the tongue of 
the tattler especially dangerous—its 
faculty for turning the most ordin
ary occurrences into the most extra
ordinary and significant. Tln-re are 
few things more dispicable than this 
habit of detraction. No wonder the 
eighth commandment forbids it so 
emphatically. No wonder we find in 
Ecclosiasticus this mordant criticism 
of the gossip: “The whisperer and 
the double-tongued is accursed; for 
ho hath troubled many that were at 
peace." And again: “The tongue of 
a third person hath disquieted many. 
* * # hath cast out valiant women 
and deprived them of their labors. 
He that hearkeneth to it shall never 
have rest, neither «hall he have a 
friend in whom he may repose." 
No wonder the inspired writer ad
monishes us to beware of listening to 
gossip, or indulging in it ourselves. 
He says : “Hedge in thy ears with 
thorns: hear not/ a wicked tongue;
and male doors and bars to thy 
mouths."

The Rei. M Sheedy od

Christian Marriage.

The Rev_ Morgan M». Sheody spoke 
recently in St. John’s Church, Al
toona, Pa., on "Christian Marriage," 
making some strong and well called 
for reflections on the evils which as
sail it in our time. He said, among 
ather things:

Since marriage is the foundation 
of the family, human society rests 
upon it. We cannot undermine its 
foundation without endangering the 
whole fabric of society. Now, the 
dangers that seriously threaten at 
any time human society, or what 
we call civilization, may be traced 
to the family. The root of the com
monwealth is the homes of the peo
ple. Social and civil life springs 
from the domestic or family life of 
mankind. Every thinking* person 
must see this. No matter in what 
light men and women look upon 
marriage, its attributes and obliga
tions, all must admit that in the last 
analysis it is upon this institution 
that- the whole structure of society 
rests. It is, therefore, of supreme 
importance that we safeguard the 
family life of the nation.

Now, it would be folly to assert 
that in our country to-day the do
mestic life of a large and growing 
number of the population is not 
endangered. There is the rising title 
of divorce which is malting fearful in
roads upon the family; there is Morn 
monism, a disgraceful blot upon the 
fair name of the country; there is 
race-suicide which has called forth 
the stern condemnation of the pre
sident; there is the discussion of the 
most delicate subjects, such as ‘Why 
I have no family," by a childless 
wife, carried on in the public press; 
there is marriage treated as a jest 
on the stage and in a low class of 
cheap, vulgar novels, that are wide
ly read by our young people. Sure
ly these are manifest indications of 
the downward tendencies of our mw 
dorn American life.

DONAHOE’S MAGAZINE.

In the current number of Donahue’s 
Magaziw there are sixteen beautiful 
pictures printed in sepia, reproduc
tions of famous paintings of the Ma
donna. This issue is- also the Eas
ter number, and many features pay 
tribute to the season, notably "Eas
ter," by the Rev. Walter J. Shanley; 
“The Alleluia of the Fasch," by 
Eleanor U. Donnelly; "Sorrow,'* by 
Henry Coyle; “The Lily’s Message," 
by Mary M. Redmond; "Eagter Pres
age." by Mary West, and “Thou Hast 
Broken My Bonds, O Lord !" by Sur 
son L. Emery.

The last instalment of "People I 
Have Met," written by the F.ev. L. 
C. P. Fox, O.M.I., only a week before 
his death, appears, and is followed 
by a sketch of the venerable author 
at work in his own room where the 
reminiscences were written.

P. G. Smyth gives much informa
tion on the methods of “The Wrarid's* 
Food Exchange," and telft of the 
varying fortunes of men who have 
been active in stock transactions.

Rev. John Talbot writes of "No
velties in Drçma," -‘Memorial Day," 
by Catherine Frances Cavanagh. re-* 
views the growth of the custom . of 
honoring the dead by special observ
ance on this day; "The Church Op
posite," by Lelia Hardin Bugg; 
"Education in Bonanza Camp," by 
Rev. J. T. Roche; and “The Woman 
Who Could Not Forget," by Jerome 
Harte. are short stories of unusual 
interest. The serial, “Not a Judg
ment,’’ reaches in this instalment, th? 
point, where Mollie Farrell appears 
in the new life she had marked out 
for herself at the time of her bro
ther’s disgrace.

There are many other features to 
attract readers, and the illustrations
are particularly fine. There are 
more than sixty plates, including 
tsventy-four page plates.

to*Thar never was a quicker way to 
kill courage in a feller than to fight 
*U« fights lor 'lm.— 'The Substitute.”

Religion blushing veils her sacred 
fires

And unawares morality expires.

We cry out in indignation against 
Mormonism. The press and pulpit 
denounce it as a national disgrace 
and demand its suppression. But is 
Christian polygamy less reprehensible 
than Morman polygamy ? Is simul
taneous polygamy worse than suc
cessive polygamy ? Why, then, is the 
one tolerated and the other denounc
ed ? It is because we have set aside 
the original idea of marriage; we 
have lost the sacramental view of 
marriage and have framed now doc
trines of marriage and divorce. Now, 
marriage from the beginning God 
made holy and indissoluble. He es
tablished its law of unity when He 
gave Eve to Adam in the Garden of 
Eden; and this ideal marriage re
mains to-day as it was at first. For 
God’s laws do not change.

Father Sheedy next took up and 
dwelt upon Christ’s teaching on 
marriage. Christ came not only to 
redeem man but to sanctify society. 
Before His coming human society 
was sick unto death. It had de
parted from its primeval type; in 
order to its restoration, it must re
turn to its primitive and divine con
stitution. Polygamy and divorce 
obtained in all nations, even among 
the chosen people; conjugal infidelity 
and unnatural crimes added to the 
mass of social cancers which were 
eating out the very life of the body 
politic beneath the fairest forms of 
the ancient civilization. The dignity 
of woman hoc! disappeared; one-half 
the human race was in a state of 
degradation. The decay of society, 
was the result of her dishonor; the 
restoration of its soundness rendered 
necessary the recognition of her 
rights. To restore woman to her 
rightful place; to make man acknow
ledge and- treat her as his euual— 
with a, personal dignity as perfect as 
his own—was part of the mission of 
the Redeemer of marriage to Its 
primeval type as it was "in the be
ginning." He reseated it with its 
two essential characteristics of unity 
and indissolubility: and prohibited, 
as subversive of It. polygamy and 
divorce. He did more. He sancti
fied the faultily. And in sanctifying 
the family, he sanctified society, 
since society, as we saw, rests on 
the familv. and is 'formed through 
the family bv marriage.

He held that the only remedy for 
the lax notions that prevail at. pre
sent regarding marriage is to get 
beck to Christ and His teaching. As 
a Christian nation we still acknow
ledge the authority of His teaching; 
and, while there may be some diver
gencies of the New Testament re- 
gerding marriage, there cannot be 
anv doubt that the present loose me
thods of divorce are m direct ante-
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gonism to both the letter and spirit 
of the teachings of Christ.

"What God hath joined together let 
no man put asunder " is an emphatic 
and categorical statement; and It 
should mean to the legislator and 
the judge what it meant to the. first 
Christians and what it now means 
to Christians who still believe in the 
words of Christ.
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It is a curious and interesting fact 
that many of the world' s greatest 
men have been as sparing of words 
as they have been prodigal of deeds.
It is doubtful if there ever lived 

a more taciturn man than Wallen
stein, the famous commander of the 
Austrian army during the thirty 
years’ war. It is said of Wallen
stein that he "lived in an atmos
phere of silence," and never uttered 
a word that was not absolutely ne
cessary . Nor would he permit others 
to speak in his presence more than 
wan essential. One of his chamber
lains was hanged lor waking Wallen
stein with needless noise; his ser
vants, were so many mutes, not dar
ing to open their lips in his presence, 
and he was surrounded by patrols 
and the approaches to his house 
were barricaded by chains to pre
serve him from the least disturbance. 
In comparison with Wallenstein, it. 
has been recorded, Diogenes would 
have been a chatterbox and William 
the Silent a brawler.

But silence is a characteristic of 
many of the world’s most famous 
soldiers. Napoleon boasted that in 
his dealings with men he never wast
ed a word and made monosyllables 
answer most purposes. But nothing 
escaped his eyes, and he could com
press more within a sentence than 
most men could convey in a quarter 
of an hour.

The great Duke of Marlborough 
when receiving reports from his geme*- 
rals would- produce his watch and 
say, "1 will give you a minute,** and 
it was likely to go hard with the of
ficer who did not observe the limita
tion. To his staff the Duke of Wel
lington was always more or leas a 
sphinx. A nod or a shake of the 
head was often the only response 
they could get from him, and when 
once he was asked what, lie consider
ed' the best equipment' of a conunap- 
der, he answered, "A long head and 
a silent tongue."

Von Mo like almost rivalled Wallen
stein in taciturnity. He hevér open- 
ed his mouth if a gesture would suf
fice; and when the news was- brought 
to him that the French had declared 
war, he simply said to the aide de 
tamp, “Second pigeon hole on- the 
right, first tier," and turned round 
to sleep again. But he had said all 
that was necessary, for in the pigeon 
hole indicated were complete plans 
for the campaign which closed In 
brilliant victory. Von Moltkc used 
to sav that one verb in the German 
language was worth all the others 
put together, and that was thim-

The worst thing his enemies could 
say of President Grant was. “He 
won t talk because he has too much 
to conceal"; and yet it was pre- 
ciaely in this silence that Grant’s 
real strength lay. His orders and 
dispatches were the briefest ever 
netmed: and when once a 
young lady 
he would not
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wered, "My dear, don’t you know 
that silence is one of the greatest
arts of conversation ?"

But it has been the same in all 
ages. Charlemagne was a perfect 
miser of words, holding, with Con
fucius, that “silence is a friend that 
will lever betray" ; Hannibal was
Caesar was nicknamed by his sol
diers "The Oracle",; and in our own 
day Lord Kitchener shows the
"strength that lies in silence."

Even great statesmen and writers 
who can not suffer from any lack of 
words, have 01 ten been among the 
most reserved of men. Of Addison, 
•Johnson toys: “Of his external man
ners nothing is so often mentioned 
as tha.t timorous or sullen taciturn
ity which his friends called modesty 
by too mild a. name." According to 
Chesterfield, he was “the most tim
orous and awkward' man I ever 
saw" ; and oven Addison himself, 
speaking of his own deficiency in 
conversation, used to say, "I can 
draw bills for a thousand pounds, 
though I haven’t a guinea in my

Dry den was unutterably dreary as 
a companion. "My conversation Is 
slow." he once wrote, “my humor 
saturnine and reserved, and I am 
none of those who endeavor to break 
jests in company and make ropar-i 
tees," and Chad well te.lls iiow ho 
once dined with Dry den, and from 
the beginning to the end of the mee-i 
the poet “never opened his lips ex
cept to eat."

Thomas Carlyle was a /‘hoarder of 
the gold of silence." and would sit 
for hours, puffing away at his pipe, 
without uttering more than a grunt 
or a gruff monosyllable. Leigfr Hunt, 
his neighbor and intimate^ once 
wrote to a friend, “Have lust spent, 
a pleasant hour with Carlyle. When 
I went in he growled, ‘Halloa ! here 
again V and at parting he snapped 
out. “Good day!’ and that is the 
sum of the conversation he honored- 

with. But how eloquent his sl-
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street. Meets on the second 8* 
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streets, at 8.80 p.m.

“ ®F CANADA. BRANCH
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Financial Secretary. Ja„. j, c * 
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Drs. H J. Harrison, E. J. 0’Con' 
nor nog O H. Merrill.
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«'Miss Collier ! If it is 
Collier ?”

The girl started and tur 
head. The voice was fa-mili 
wards she was surprised 
ghould have sounded familic 
tor, when the heard it tfc 
jmorning at the corner o 
street and Bond street she 
heard it for three years.

•Mr. Barlow 1” she exclai 
frank pleasure, as she held 
hand. “1 did not know ; 
l,ack in England.”

Fop three years they ha 
-seen each other nor excha 
ters. But they met now
friends.

“I have been back in Enj 
month,” Barlow said, as h 
hands; “but I have been w 
mother in Devonshire, and 
<ame up to town yesterday 
£0od a May morning in Bo 
•seems after three years of

But for Ethel Collier thre 
intimacy with Bond street 1 
enthusiasm impossible. She 
Barlow’s gaze towards 1
with grave eye; It was ei

she would not have felt 
if she had been told that 
lay before her for the last 
“Familiarity breeds cont< 

said, with a little, mordi 
"But why did you ask if I 

Miss Collier ?"
"I met a man in Coloi 

knew Lewis Calkin. You 
member I know him slightly 
long to the same club. 
Calkin were engaged, he tc 

"That was a year agx 
broken off." she explained.

Barlow was not deft en< 
avoid a moment's pause, an 
ed as if tiiat pause contain 
epoken question.

“It’s best to admit a mi 
fore it becomes irretrtcvab 
added.

“Of course," said Barlow, 
-wondering, how the mistake 
■discovered.

They turned- and walked 
up Grafton street. Both h 
minutes to spare, Barlow 1 
went to keep an appointme 
Strand, Ethel before she wi 
her tea rooms. She did not 
her pleasure at meeting Bar 
affd him a string of quosti' 
was honestly anxious to knx 
ther his work in Ceylon ha1 
successful, and she was also 
turn the conversation from 
She was conscious that he v 
dug to road in her face whe 
last three years had been > 
happiness for her, and she t< 
pidly and gayly, guarding .1 
from discovery.

But as they- walked slowly 
ton street he read someth 
vhat those three years ha 
He saw that care had eaten 
her beauty. Her throat ha 

■a trifle, heir eyes were leas 
her lips were, a little compres; 
at tiie corners of her mou 
lines were beginning to gath 
was not the natural passing < 
Barlow knew that. Youth d< 
Pass at twenty-five. But he 
totray that he read beneath 
*ace. When they reached tb< 
of Bond street again and sta 
moment outside the stream < 
<*sby before parting both we 
<ious of pleasure. They wet 
fiiat, after a space of years, 
W met again.

As Barlow walked south 
Piccadilly he was thinking) < 
cynicism which Ethel had, sho' 
mg the first few moments of 
meeting. He remembered hdi 
light-hearted girl. Ikdng a 

j hearted and clean-minded mar
UHh?him' To what did it

A® EUiel Collier walked nor 
«P Bond street she was recall; 
Met. she wae unfeignedly g
m«( again a man whom ako ’ 

*7“ known She could trust.
years had irft mar]

a life, twisting and torturii 
?": ,nd bell®* in what Is go* 

I , ,hat the same three years 
°» lor Barlow she did not ii 

I n U the steadineee ol his ej 
«MP of his hand bad alter

°' FAhcl Comer1.
I W** which she met 
I throo ” A®61"' .f'ter an lntervs 
! tunTJ”’8, Was h”® which, 

i iWhty' 8 not uncommon.

llo«t hti m 80 army “mccr wh I lift m "'e ,n RKn>t. "ho had 
g otherless when a schooler

“ the time when hhe waa 
ieaTLT1’0? nt BaUl- W=th H 
1 =sp«ble°f :h,Ch "A”31 pe

* tt" daueht*6 bee" e*1

"•«out the 
to earn
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