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OLD LETTERS.
(By a Regular Contributor.)

Old as the letter which I am about 
to reproduce may be still I should 
more properly place it under the 
heading of “Historical Letters." At 
present Gerald Griffin's “Collegians" 
je being published in the columns of 
tfce “True Witness," and it seems to 
me that the letter below will come 
In very appropriately. However,. I 
must preface it by reminding the 
readers that Griffin, in the closing 
years of his life, became a member 
of the noble Order of Christian Bro­
thers, and that he died in the habit 

• of that community- This may serve 
to cast a light upon all the allu­
sions made in the following docu­
ment. I cannot give the name of 
the person to whom it was address­
ed, for reasons that are of a nature 
similar to those which have so far 
governed me in the reproduction of 
these old letters.

“7 Gloucester-Place, 
“Camden Town, 
“January, 13th, 1830. 

/•My Dear-----
I wished to have seen you to-day 

for more than bne reason, but, so 
far as I am myself concerned, it is 
perhaps better I did not, as I can 
better say what I wished in the 
form of a letter. It is only for once 
I wish ever again to mention the sub­
ject, and for once therefore I request 
you to hear me.

“You may remember a-kmg letter 
which I wrote you two years^sincc. 
Since our acquaintance has re^com- 
menccd this, winter, I have observed, 
with frequent pain, that not much 
(if the slightest) change has taken 
place in. your opinions on the only 
important subject on earth. Within 
the last few weeks I have been 
thinking a great deal on this sub­
ject, and my conscience reproaches 
me, that you may have found in the 
worldliness of my own conduct and 
conversation, reason to suppose that 
my religious convictions had not tak­
en that deep hold of my heart and 
mind which they really have. I will 
tell you what convinced one of this.
I have compared our interviews this 
winter with the conversations we 
used to hold when my opinions were 
unsettled, and my principles (if they 
deserved the name) detestable, and 
though there may be somewhat more 
decency at present, I am uneasy at 
the thought, that the whole tenor of 
my conduct,, such as it has appeared 
to you, was far from that of one 
who lived purely and truly for Heav­
en and for religion. The fact was 
this:—Last summer I took up an 
idea, acquired in moments of negli­
gence, that I should act wisely by 
indulging somewhat more freely in 
the spirit of ^ociety, by assuming

mains for me but labor, penitence, 
and retirement. In this conviction! 
and the resolutions which it sug- 
gests, I find peace and hope, and on­
ly in them. Do not suppose that it 
is solitude or lonely habits of think­
ing which bring these serious 
thoughts into my mind. The more 
I see of society and of life, the more 
they become stamped upon my rea­
son. Whether the Almighty will en­
able me to act up to them, or no, I 
am most grateful to Him for having 
opened my eyes to my danger, and 
it is my gratitude to Him, as well 
as my friendship, my real, sincere, 
unalterable goodwill towards you, 
that urges me to this perfect unbos­
oming of my thoughts; for the 
thoughts of eternity, in the greater 
number of instances, ought not to be 
made the subject of any light corres­
pondence or discourse. How can I, 
in common reason, judge otherwise 
than I do of myself? When I look 
back to our conversations, what do 
I find them but a tissue of self-con­
ceited and self-complacent sentiments 
—of mutual self-deceptions—of sneers 
at our fellow-creatures — of every­
thing that is the reverse of humility 
and religious charity? While the Very 
best part of our discourse consists 
of disquisitions on a subject on 
which I have learned to consider 
wilful and unjest. All these 
things convince me that I can hard­
ly live, in the world with safety, and 
I am endeavoring, with an aching 
heart, to make up my mind to re­
sign every object here, except that 
of pursuing my literary habits in the 
bosom of my familyf Believe me,— 
that my personal regard for you is 
in no degree lessened by these 
thoughts, and you shall always find 
me ready to do for you the duty of 
a friend. I do not ask you, nor even 
wish you, to answer this, because t 
fear you could not now return any 
answer that would give me real sa­
tisfaction. I only wish that you 
could fairly understand my feelings 
on the subject, as it is probable that 
in our future correspondence or con­
versation you will hear little or no­
thing of it. I entreat you to par­
don the length of this letter, and to 
reflect upon these subjects, after the 
necessary preparation of thought, 
and feeling, and intention, I return 
you the Camera Lucida which you 
lent me, with many thanks, and 
am your sincere friend,

"GERALD GRIFFIN."

cent., so it is easy to understand the 
inducement which makes the practice 
of adulteration so prevalent.

"Some of these adulterations are 
quite harmless; that is to say, no 
serious effects will result from

one of these powders. The
stfren

the gaiety of innocence, enjoying to 
a considerable extent the pleasure 
which nature and society afford me, 
and substituting a religious practice 
of greater external cheerfulness for 
the laborious and penitential one 
which my conscience told me-I ought 
to pursue. Experience has shown 
me that I was wholly In error, that 
I was forming to myself a false con­
science, which was rapidly and se­
cretly conducting me back to all 
the horrors of my former life, and 
that whatever may be true of those 
who have always lived in the prac­
tice of the true faith, nothing re-

"I intended to send the Camera 
with this, but am obliged to send it 
off by post, so that I will give you 
the former when we meet.

“If there be anything in the above 
which strikes you as showing too free 
an interference in a question which 
concerns you in so intimate a man­
ner, let me request your forgiveness,
my dear----- , and believe that it is a
real interest in your welfare—an es­
teem for many good qualities which 
you possess, and not any presmnp- 
tious desire of intruding on the se­
crets of your heart, that dictates it. 
Believe me, there is no one at this 
moment that wishes you better, or 
that is more ready to show his 
friendship for you in any way what­
ever that his duty will allow him.

Your friend,

"GERALD GRIFFIN."

Food and Drug 
Adulteration.

The struggle to obtain pure food 
or our New Yorv city has been aid- 

, by the enactment of pure food 
«*«. and it Is the belief of the 
Health Department that the only 

to secure protection against ad- 
"Iterated drugs is by following the 
*™e line of action against this 
other public menace.

Phenacetin waa the first drug chos.
« by Dr. Deghuee for critical exam- 
motion an#1 . ..

■entative
iers said,

>f this i 
Phenacetin

band of c

oionest
remedies are

au :

*‘It ia
drugs i

true

iginal chemicals are not at all ex­
pensive."

Keeping his plan of campaign a se­
cret from all except those of the De­
partment of Health concerned in the 
affair. Dr. Deghuee sent his assist­
ants on a tour of the boroughs of 
Manhattan and Brooklyn to pur­
chase at random sample powders of 
phenacetin as dispensed by druggists. 
These samples were duly labelled 
with the name of the pharmacy from 
which they were secured. When 
about" four hundred had been collect­
ed the chemical analysis was begun. 
This was, so says Dr. Deghuee, most 
thoroughly and carefully carried 
through.

Of the 878 samples of phenacetin 
which were analyzed 315 were found 
to be adulterated, and in some cases 
the powder contained an éntirely dif­
ferent drug or drugs substituted for 

for which it was sold. Only 
samples were found

*8 is not 
• Deghuee v 

of hie r,

.rength of the drug is merely weak­
ened. Others, however, are far 
more serious, as, for instance, the 
substitution of acetanilid for phena­
cetin. The latter drug has become 
commonly used that it might almost 
be considered one of the ordinary 
household drugs, and it is now dis*- 
pensed, as a general thing, without 
a physician's prescription.

“As all druggists know, acetanilid 
acts as a heart depressant, and 
though a physician might prescribe 
phenacetin for a person whose heart 
action is weak, it is easy to see that 
if that person were* given a phenacc- 
tin powder which really contained 
nothing but acetanilid the results 
might be serious indeed, and the 
druggists who sold the adulterated 
drug should be held responsible for 
the criminal deception.

“We have a list of several drugs 
which we will examine in the same 
way in the near future; some, in 
fact, are already under way. Only 
last week we completed the analysis 
of cream of tartar, and out of the 
115 samples collected arid examined, 
seventy-eight were found to bo pure. 
In this affair we may exonerate the 
druggists, for the twenty-nine sam­
ples secured from them were good, 
the thirty-seven adulterated ones 
having been bought at grocery 
stores.

“As everybody knows, cream of 
tartar is one of the commonest 
household drugs, and quantities of it 
ar§ sold every day. Among the ad­
ulterated samples which fell into our 
hands twenty-two were found to be 
mixtures of alum, starch, acid phos­
phate or calcium and cream of tar­
tar; twelve were mixtures of the 
same three ingredients, but showing 
not the slightest trace of cream of 
tartar; two were mixtures of starch, 
alum and some tartrate; one was 
bicarbonate of soda.

It is astonishing how easily some 
of these adulterations might be de­
tected, and it would seem that any 
one in. the least familiar with chem­
icals could discover the flagrant de­
ceptions. For example, some drugs 
which are sold in their pure state 
in a fine soft powder frequently have 
substituted for this a hard granular 
substance.

“One would not think of using 
small bits of paraffin cut into pieces 
resembling the crystals of thymol, 
yet this deception is resorted to in j 
the sale of an adulterated prépara- I 
tion of this high priced antiseptic. | 

“Boric acid, which finds its way 
into nearly every household, is some­
times sold by druggists mixed with 
three times its weight of powdered 
borax, and again samples of it 
which are nothing but borax have 
come to the*eye of the investigator.

“This latter drug, by the way, is 
extensively adulterated. Some ana­
lysis have shown samples labelled 
'pure borax’ to be an alkali of 
entirely different character.

“There is much to be said against 
the indiscriminate labelling of drugs, 
and particularly in regard 'to those 
compounds which contain alcohol. 
Men and women who buy patent 
tonics would be amazed if they knew 
what a quantity of alcoholic spirits 
they take into their systems with 
each glassful of the medicine. Tim 
percentage of alcohol, so cleverly 
disguised by other drugs, is enough 
to give the consumer a taste for 
spirituous liquors.

"However, this adulteration is by 
no means so dangerous as that which 
is found in many of the so-called 
catarrh cures, which contain so much 
cocaine that they are most dcletevi-

"Spring and carbonated waters do 
not escape the hand of the cheat. It 
is known to be a fact that drivers of 
wagons which deliver vichy, seltzer, 
soda and other carbonated waters 
keep a supply of extra labels in their 
pockets and when the stock of otic 
particular kind of water gives out 
the remaining bottles are ^plieveil of 
their labels and others pasted on. 
according to the demand."— New 
York Herald.

olic Newe of Sydney. Australia, 
there are a few things which the 
leaguers have quite forgotten. The 
first is ns to the number of Protest­
ant and Catholic sympathizers. When 

tak- the South Australian clergy got the 
question put to a vote of the whole 
people in that colony, they were cer­
tain of the result. But they were 
mistaken. The people in South Aus­
tralia are more non-Catho!ir than 
in any other province. Catholics ore 
only about 14 per cent of the pvo- 
plei and yet the referendum signally 
defeated the Protestant claim for 
having its religion taught ut the 
public expense.

Xou sec there could not have been 
any “Catholic vote" to terrorize po­
liticians in that case, because it was 
the people voting themselves, and 
not their candidates. This little fact 
might have caused the Protestant 
League to reverse their ideas about 
the “Catholic vote." The same 
Causes are at york elsewhere. Ami 
they vitiate all the calculations of 
the leaguers. It is true to say that 
the Catholics are only 23 per cent, 
of the population. But it is not true 
to snÿ that the other 77 per cent, 
are in the least degree a cohesive 
body, thinking together and desiring 
Protestant ascendancy.

In fact, it is just the other way. 
It is scarcely true to say that Uinc 
is any large body of Protestant opin­
ion anywhere in the colony. This 
may seem n strong thing to so y. 
But the facts justify it. The one 
powerful motive with our Protestant 
clerical friends for getting back reli­
gious instruction which they so free­
ly gave up years ago, is that they 
find indifference permeating their 
churches through and through. They 
cannot get worshippers. Their 
churches are half empty — or more 
than half. They now recognize the 
cause of it. When they so readily 
gave up religious Instruction, and 
supported the secular act, they did 
not foresee the conseqiymccs to I hem- 
selves. It was really an act of Pro­
testant suicide. They see it now, 
and they want to bark back. But 
their own secularism has barred 11n­
road of return. They invited secu­
lar education. It came, arid lias ,-iv- 
ated a nation of secularists, who re­
fuse to dance any longer to Protest­
ant piping. The non-Catholics are 
no longer Protestants. Tin ir own 
clergy taught them that religion in 
the day schools was a thing of no 
consequence, and they arc how act­
ing on the teaching of their teach­
ers. The Protestant churches for 
three decades have been sowing the 
dragons' teeth of secular instruction.
It has sprung up into a community 
of armed seculasists.

in the State which never wavered in 
its condemnation of purely secular 
teaching. They proclaim their belief 
that the Catholics, in so far as they 
give sound secular education to their 
children, are as much entitled to be 
paid for that work as the children 
in the State schools are entitled to 
be paid for. If that claim of the 
Catholics for a separate grant were 
conceded Protestants might receive 
the same assistance arid estublsh 
their own schools. But the common 
honesty and equity of the case stands 
out conspicuously—that if Catholics 
bn'o to pay out of their own pock­
ets for the education of their young, 
the Protestants have no right to de­
mand that the State shall pay for

cure and see that the full name “Dr. 
Williams' Pink Pills for Pale Peo­
ple" is on the wrapper around every 
box. If in doubt send direct to the 
Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co., Brock- 
ville,- Ont., and the pills will bo 
mailed, post paid, at 50c per box, 
or six boxes for $2.50.

The Redempforist Order 
In Western Australia,

The Redemptorist Fathers ip West­
ern Autralia have at last taken steps 
to build their monastery at North 
Perth. Ilis Lordship Bishop Gibney 
has most generously given them the 
site, which is upon rising ground 
situated a mile and a half from 
Perth railway station. The land giv­
en contains nearly twenty acres. A 
tram line from tint city leads to it. 
On November 9th. 1902, the Bishop, 
assisted by many of the clergy, per­
formed the ceremony of laying and 
blessing the foundation stone of the 
Church and the new monastery. The 
Very Rev. Fut her O'Farrell, the Su­
perior of the Redemptorist Fathers 
in Australia, was present. About 
§•1,000 was contributed in connec­
tion with thi

A Sermon 
On Wine.

(By An Occasional Contributor.)

Rev. Dr. Hamilton Schuyler, pas- 
t*>r of Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Newark, is in “hot water" over tv 
question of wine. Ho preached a ser­
mon last month in which he pointed 
to the miracle of the changing of 
water into wine as an evidence that 
Our Lord meant wine to be used.

“Bread and water," he Added, 
“while they arc capable of support­
ing life, do not themselves satisfy

MR JOHN CLUI V.- Every week
we ai e called upon to record the
death of one or nore of the Irish
Cathr lie pioneers in Montre*» 1. The
latest name to a <ld to tho roll is
that of Mr. .1. llll ('hiin, foi two
score years nssoci Ut< d with the Wnt-
er Department of this city. Mr.
Chino had passed the allotted span

The Dilemma of 
Secularists ia Australia

Catholics form but 28 per cent, of 
the total population of Australia 
the other 77 per cent, ore Protest- 

a league a- 
and were rotk-

i to carry < nt at the tn-
mr

rlook-

The process has always been quite 
apparent to the Catholics. They re­
fused from the first to touch the se­
cular doctrine. In Victoria they 
have spent out of their hard earn­
ings and out of their pittances, 2,- 
500,000 pounds for the support of 
their own schools. They have kept 
their own schools. They have kept 
their faith, as Protestants have lost 
theirs. All these things have to be 
taken into account when our deluded 
Protestant' friends begin to reckon 
up their political strength.

They have no strength, and they 
will find it out In time, and their 
present attack on Catholicism will 
fall as flatly as every other attack 
has fallen. Wilberforce Stevens told 
them, thirty years, that the Secular 
Education Act would rend the Cath­
olics in twain. They believed him, 
and that was the motive that made 
them take so readily to secular edu­
cation. The Catholics, it was plain 
to them, would have no means of 
teaching their religion as soon as the 
denominational schools were closed. 
How blind then was their wisdom ! 
They couldn't foresee the splendid en­
thusiasm with which a people, whose 
religion is more than a daily orna­
ment, would leap to the defence of 
what is dearest to them. And so it 
came about that while the Secular 
Education Act split up Protestant­
ism, and virtually dissipated it into 
the thin air of indifference, it welded 
the Catholic body with the cement of 
mutual sacrifice.

These are matters which the cleric­
al organizers of the new league quite 
overlook. They gave up their reli­
gion when they gave up teaching it 
to their young, and now they vainly 
call for a Protestant vote which will 
not come.

Of course, there are people of Pro­
testant faith still. But they arc of 
surprisingly fewer numbers, and they 
are not at all united. Some of the 
broadest of the Church of England 
elergy have refused to join in this 
new raid upon Catholicism. Then 
there are Non-conformists like fir. 
Rentoul, who are equally scandalized 
at what they declare to be the injus­
tice of this Protestant outbreak a- 
gainst Rome. Dr. Rentoul and the 
Church of England press çrgan both 
declare that instead of Protêt 
making an attack t

by more than n decade, and like all 
his fellow-countrymen who came to 
Montreal in the days long ago, he 
faithfully performed every duty os a 
member of St. Patrick’s parish and 
as a citizen of Montreal. The funer­
al was held on Friday of last week, 
to St. Patrick’s Church, where a 

^solemn Requiem Mass was chanted, 
and the interment took place in 
Cote des Neiges Cemetery. May his 
soul rest in peace!

MR. DANIEL MARTIN. - An- 
other old and respected citizen 
passed away last week, in the person 
of Mr. Daniel Martin, aged 82 
years. lie was a member of St. Pat­
rick’s parish for fifty-six years, and 

member of St. Ann’s Temperance 
Society in this city over thirty 
years. He took the pledge from Fa­
ther Matthew in Captain Hickson’s 
Grove, Dingle Co., Kerry, Ireland, 
68 years ago. The funeral service 
was held at St. Patrick’s Church, 
Wednesday, February 11. A daughter 
and grand-dauglitcr survive him. — 
Holyoke "Transcript” and Boston 
papers please copy.—R.I.P.

WOMEN’S ILLS.
Promptly Believed and Cured by 

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pille.

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills arp wo­
man’s best friend. They enrich the 
blood,, tone up the nerves, and 
Strengthen the vital organs to per­
form their functions regularly. They 
bring the rosy cheeks and shapely 
forms that tell of good health and 
happiness. To the growing girl they 
are invaluable. To the mother they 
are a necessity. To the woman of 
forty-five they mean relief and ease. 
Dr. Williams' Pink Pills are the best 
medicine that science has devised for 
women at all periods of life. These 
pills succeed when all else fails. 
Thousands of grateful women en­
dorse the truth of these statements. 
Mrs. John White, Sahanatien, Ont., 
says: “It gives me pleasure to bear 
testimony to the great value of Dr. 
Williams' Pink Pills as a cure for 
the ailments that afflict so many wo­
men. I suffered greatly and the perl-

I am

human craving. We want more than 
hum An necessities. Wo want some­
thing that is able to exhilarate, 
something that will bring a glow to 
the heart, quicken the pulse and re- 
fresli and gladden the spirit."

riiv Women’s Christian Tempera;ico 
Union of Trenton has discussed tho 
subject, and came to the conclusion 
of offering up prayers for the con­
version of Rev. Dr. Schuyler. In 
fact, they are said to have spoken 
iong and severely, between them­
selves on the matter, and to have 
said things not altogether compli­
mentary to the “erring minister," as 
they call him. This is n subject that 
«Iocs not come exactly within our 
domain. As a rule, we avoid com­
ments upon the many sensational 
and eccentric sermons that n-mo 
from the various denominational 
pulpits. But this Is a peculiar case. 
There is no denying that tho wine, 
or grape juice, has, in certain lands, 
been regarded as a daily beverage; it 
is equally certain that Judea and 
the surrounding oriental countries 
belong to the category In question. 
That Our Lord sanctioned the use 
of wine is ns undeniable ns that De 
formally condemned tho abuse of the 
same. It is no easy matter »o con­
clude from one disjointed passage in 
a sermon what the trend of the en­
tire discourse may have been. Wo 
can readily understand the indigna­
tion of the zealous ladies of tho 
Temperance Union. While wo are a 
positive advocate of temperance, ai d 
believe absolutely in the principle of 
teetotnlism, still we can see the mat­
ter from Dr. Schuyler’s standpoint, 
and we do not think—as far as tho 
few passages of hie sermong before 
us go—that he is unreasonable; 
Where, however, the minister may 
have “erred"—if he did err (for wq 
repeat that we do not know what ho 
said beyond the above-qiuoted lints) 
—seems to us to bo in not disting­
uishing between the use of wine, as 
it xvns used in the East and a£ the 
time of Our Lord, and the use and 
abuse of alcoholic liquors, drugged 
wines, and all the villainous stuffs 
that arc poisoning, destroying (phy­
sically and morally) whole genera­
tions in our age. Wine is a very 
general term, and it means, in the 
ordinary acceptation, far more than 
the pure juice of the grape. We do 
not deny that opium, lnudnum, ar­
senic, and a multitude of deadly 
poisons are of great benefit when 
used, in certain cases of sickness, 
and according to medical prescrip­
tion. In the same way is wine, or 
brandy, or whisky, or any other li­
quor susceptible of being very use­
ful and even, in some cases, salu­
tary. But we will never advocate 
the indiscriminate use of poisons — 
mineral or liquid; no more would we ' 
advise the unrestricted use of intoxi­
cants. In fact, we believe that it is 
only very extreme cases that the 
medical man is justified in prescrib- 
ing either poison or liquor—for they 
arc both equally dangerous and dead­
ly. But we cannot so stultify our­
selves as to declare that wine waa 
not made to be used. The worst 
feature of the whole question, jn our 
mind, Is that tendency to use texts 
of Scripture to justify every imagin­
able adt—good, bad, or indifferent. 
JTcjre again are we face to face with 
the necessity of some infallible i 
prêter of the Scriptures. Lefftd our- ^ 
selves we could twist almost 
text of the Biblé into a : 
of acts that the general law of Goiî


