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SOME REFLECTIONS ON EASIER,
by a regular contributor.'

Unlike Christmas and other flxçd 
feasts of the Church, Easter is 
scarcely ever twice on the same ddtc 
—it is regulated by the fluctuations 
of the seasons, so that it always 
falls within the period known as 
vernal, or springtime. Apart from 
the astronomical calculations, un­
necessary to explain at present, the 
period of Lent closes with the first, 
indications of the real springtime. 
Winter is over, and summer lias not 
yet come. All nature awakens to n 
new life. The icy barriers that 
bound up the streams are dissolved 
by the stronger suns of the length­
ening days, and the rivulets and 
rivers bound on rejoicing and sing­
ing 1 heir songs of freedom; the cold, 
white, shroud-like mantle of snow 
-disappears and the earth apurais in 
a now garment of the purest and 
freshest green ; the leafless branches 
•of the trees, that rise, like reefs of 
coral, in the chilly atmosphere of 
winter, arc adorned with tiny buds 
that foretell tlie coming foliage; the 
sup courses afresh under the cham­
ped bark, and imparts vegetable life 
to the long dormant wood; the 
birds return from the land of the 
sun, and chant anew their anthems 
of praise in the grand aisles of na­
ture's temple. It is the spningtime, 
the period of rejuvenation, of a 
grand and general resurrection. 
From the tomb-like gloom of the 
long, dork winter, all of God's crea­
tures spring into activity, joyous- 
ness, strength, and life. So it is in 
the spiritual sphere. Man. chained 
down by the icy shades of sin.

. breaks the bonds and rejoices in n 
fresh emancipation from the serfdom 
of iniquity; buried in the shroud of 
cold indifference to God and to re­
ligion. the warm beams of heavenly 
gra.ee dissolves the snowy mantle, 
.and he arises in robes of brightness 
and honut.y—not of baptismal white, 
but of regenerating verdure. The 
•dead and leafless branches, from 
which the autumn blasts of passion 
had swept away every vestige of 
Cod’s beautiful gifts, bud once more 
with Indications of virtue's grand 
foliage, and the songsters of peace, 
holiness and happiness return to 
chant thteir canticles of rejoicing and 
gratitude over the soul that has 
arisen to a stronger life of grace.
It is the day of Resurrection; the 

day upon which the Angel of Clod 
•came down, rolled away the stone 
from the sepulchre of the Arcmath- 
ian, and stood aside to allow the 
transfigura ted Christ to come forth 
glorious and triumphant over Sin. 
Death and Satan. Easier is the 
most important of all commemora­
tive feasts; it. is the day upon which 
the seal of Divinity's approval was 
set upon the accomplished work of 
Redemption, and the Son of God. 
conquering all Ilis enemies, and all 
the enemies of man, radiant in 11 is 
victory, looked up to the face of the 
Father—the face that had turned 
from Him while he carried the sins 
of men—and. in that glance, con­
summated the indescribable satis­
faction of the Most Blessed Trinity.

There was war between the Heav­
enly hosts. Lucifer, “star of the 
morning.” had rebelled against the 
Most High, and in a twinkling the 
hand of Divine Justice dug out the

caverns of pcrprtuul torture, into 
which the fallen Angel, and his 
myriad following, were cast. Im­
potent to avenge himself against 
God, Satan gloried in the partial 
loss that he had caused Heaven to 
sustain in the departure of so many 
pure spirits. But one day, the day 
of Creative Miracle, he awoke to the 
knowledge (hat in man God supplied 
a being to replace the*fallen angels. 
The baffled demon at once took deep 
counsel with himself* and resolved 
upon the ruin of man. The ways of 
the tempter succeeded; man sinned; 
God's goodness was outraged: and 
Satan felt that he had at last tri­
umphed over the Almighty. But im­
mediately a new dispensation com­
menced , and the second person of 
the Blessed Trinity spoke to the 

‘Father, and offered to redeem man 
and restore him to his pristine in­
nocence, and favor with Heaven.

Original sin hung as a veil be­
tween God and his creature; centur­
ies rolled away; laws were thundered 
from Sinai; the white tents appear­
ed in the desert; prophet after proph­
et proclaimed his message ; the tem­
ple arose all glorious in the heights 
of Sion; but still humanity was es­
tranged froirr the Creator—still Sa­
tan gloried in his work, but he knew 
not the resources of the Infinite 
One.

It was his experience that all that 
was spiritual must live and all that, 
was material must perish; imagine 
then his wonder on beholding the 
perishable and the immortal com­
bined jn one being, MAN! And he 
had ruined what he supposed to be 
God's master-piece of workmanship. 
When, lo! another change came sud­
denly upon his vision: and he beheld 
God Himself assuming the mortal­
ity of man, on the day of the Incar­
nation. Then it dawned upon Satan 
that he was truly defeated; for he 
was obliged to recognize that God’s 
master-piece was not mortal man 
mad.- to the image of God, but God 
taking the form of mortal man.

Step by step along the thirty- 
three years, from Bethlehem to Cal­
vary, Satan followed the new and 
still more inscrutable combination, 
of Divinity and Humanity, in one 
person. He felt a lurid hope light­
ing up his dark soul, for he believed 
that he could ruin the second Adam 
as he had destroyed the first one.
If not. the spirit, at least the mortal 
part of the Saviour would he efface. 
And on Good Friday the wiley en­
emy imagined that he was again 
avenged and that he had defeated 
God.

But he knew not that the Infinite 
and Omnipotent had power over 
death as over life, over the mortal 
as over the immortal, over the 
material ns over the spiritual. And 
on Easter morning, when Christ 
hurst the barriers of the tomb, and 
came forth in all His perfect Divin­
ity, as well as in all His immortal 
.and ineffable Humanity, the enemy 
of God and man fled shrieking into 
the deepmost caverns of the damned 
and bowed down defeated, crushed, 
annihilated under the weight and 
efficacy of that Easter morning's 
Resurrection! Christ had conquered; 
Hell was defeated; man was saved ; 
and Angelic hosts ontoned the im­
perishable “Alleluia!”

fully and honestly selected, with 
view to the moral improvement of 
men, there must be found books 
good, bad, and indifferent. In nine 
cases out of ten it is the bad volume 
that the untrained reader will select. 
I fence the gravé menace that a pub­
lic library may become. In my 
humble estimation the proper selec­
tion of books for such a library, and 
a certain degree of direction or guid­
ance for the benefit of inexperienced 
readers, are matters equally as im­
portant as the founding of the li 
trury. Because, if the volumes to be 
had in such an institution are moral 
ly injurious, the establishment of 
itself is a' huge wrong perpetrated 
on humanity. And the care that 
should be taken in selecting the 
works to be placed in a public li 
brnry, is, on a smaller scale, the 
same "that should be adopted in lay­
ing the basis of a private library

PRIVATE LIBRARIES: — There 
are many ways in which people have 
commenced the collecting of a small 
private library; some liavc had a 
number of volumes willed to them ; 
others have purchased a few sets of 
books at auctions; again others have 
begun by carefully putting away 
every book that they received or 
bought. But, not a few have found 
that their prize-books, from the 
school, constituted the foundation 
of their private collections. And in 
many cases these books rejnain 
amongst the most important on 
their shelves. Whenever I look up at 
the “history sheft” of my own little 
library, my mind is carried back to 
the proud day when I secured three 
prizes—one for English composition, 
a second, for general history, and a 
third for rhetoric. There they stand, 
the three sacred reminders of days 
when ambition ran high and the 
future spread out before me, “bril­
liant as the track of a harvest moon 
on the bosom of a placid lake.” The 
1 hr.

presenting à few ‘books to our 
schools? In the majority of cases 
men love to talk about education, 
to display a blatant interest in the 
progress and development of the 
younger generation, but their inter­
est is confined to words, and rarely 
ever touches upon the practical. 
Take the Brothers’ school as an ex­
ample; how many of the well-to-do 
ex-pupils of these institutions ever 
think of offering prize-books to be 
selected and distributed by some of 
their own former professors? Yet it 
would be easy to count hundreds of* 
these successful men, whose elemen­
tary instruction was obtained on the 
benches of these schools, and who 
could afford to give a volume or 
two each year—and who never do 
anything of the kind.

How many of our Catholic women, 
educated and trained in the convent 
schools and academies of our Irish 
parishes, ever think of showing then- 
appreciation of the institutions, 
where they spent so many years in 
the good old school days, by send-
ins the price of one book to the j Jrish min and womcn in some par. 
superiors of those noble educational I i; 
establishments? Very few indeed.

tion kills the spirit of the author, 
takes the courage out of the book­
seller, and leaves the best native 
works a drug .upon the market. We 
can encourage everything, b^t a 
careful study of our needs should 
suffice to convince us that we do 
not' do our duty in this regard.

NOW’S THE DAY.— “Now’s the 
day. and now the hour,” oh the ap­
proach of the vacation days, when 
the parishioners of the different par 
ishes, and especially our religious 
and national societies, should bestir 
themselves and give practical expres­
sion of their interest in the rising 
generation. Let any one of oùr peo­
ple—of any class—reflect on the im­
portance of such a deed—the joy. 
the happiness, and the deep-seated 
spirit of ambition it may be the 
means of awakening in the minds of 
our thousands of boys and girls, 
and I am confident that ouf- relig­
ious Nuns and Brothers, an4 pur 
lay-teachers, would never again have 
to fight the bravo- battle in the 
cause of our young and their prizes. 
|0f course there are a few generous

Yet we are too apt to bemoan our 
position in the community, while we 
fail to realize the fact that the real 
cause of the difficulty may be traced 
to our own selfishness and indiffer­
ence. The same may be said in re­
gard to our Catholic High School; 
which started out on its high mis­
sion a few years ago, and of various 
other school associated with our 
nationality. This lack of apprecia­

tes who contribute to the prize 
list, otherwise many of the talented 
pupils of our schools who should 
be our pride and delight, would have 
to go unrewarded. It is to be hoped 
that our people will make this open­
ing year of the new century a mem­
orable one by contributing to the 
prize list of our schools and thus 
sliow thteir appreciation of their 
own flesh and blood and of those 
whose very lives have been dedicated 
to the training of our youth.

Methodist tribe. I am eur, „ 
grandfather, if he had got the?,” 
would have left converts or soli 
heads. It is a sa4 matter of fact 
but not a tribe speaks English 
there is not an Indian who brio,,?, 
to any Protestant denomination ? 
have known a great many Indians ,,r 
a great many tribes and countries 
I have never, known a Protestant 
Indian. I have known several of 
them that thought they were Pro­
testants, but never knew one th.t really was.” lhat
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LIBRARIES AND SCHOOL PRIZES.
BY OUR CURBSTONE OBSERVER.

books on that shelf, they are Mc­
Gee's “History of Ireland;’’ Lin- 
gard's “History of England," and 
.Gibbon’s “Rise and Fall of the Ro­
man Empire.” They were the pillars 
upon which I subsequently construct­
ed that humble but precious dome of 
literary love, underneath the shadow 
of which I dream, and in dreaming, 
live in spirit with the grandest 
minds of the past.

SELECTING PRIZES:—With what 
core, therefore, should not the prize- 
books for our schools be selected. 
When a volume is marked down as 
going to a certain pupil as a prize 
in some branch, we are not always 
aware that the book thus bestowed 
may serve as the basis of a future 
library, aiid even help in giving a 
turn, for all time, to the current of 
that boy's thoughts, predilections, 
and sentiments. A good and useful 
book thus won by a pupil will cer- 1 
ta Inly be read, both by himself and 
the family. As it will ever be con­
sidered as a badge of distinction for 
the boy, it will be shown to friends, 
strangers will pick it up when seat­
ed in the parlor, and a knowledge of 
its healthy contents will be thus in­
creased and propagated fur and 
with*. More depends upon the selec­
tion of appropriate volumes for 
school prizes than either parents or 
pupils may, at first, imagine. In 
fact a whole future may depend upon 
the prizes that a pupil receives.

During the past few weeks I have 
noticed considerable mention of Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie, the multi-million­
aire, in connection with donations 
which he has made, or has offered to 
make, to various cities, for the nur- 
pose of establishing free libraries. 
While I believe in the principle that 
no man should be dictated to in 
mat tore that concern his private 
affairs and that affect the disposal 
he deems well to make of his means 
—be it by donation “inter vivos,” 
or by will—still, when a person pos-

gratitude could build—even though 
they were ns solid as the Pyramids 
by the Nile. He perpetuates Ms 
name in connection with a work 
that will affect the generations yet 
unborn. The importance of good 
public libraries cannot be over-es­
timated. Once, however, the gener­
ous act of donation done, and the 
library founded, there arises, to my 
mind, a very Important question—it 
is that of guidance for those who 
are to benefit by the volumes in 
such library. Then comes another

sessed of immense wealth, secs fit to « question—that of censorship.
employ his money for the good of 
his fellow men—according to his own 
lights— all criticism should be of a 
constructive, and not destructive, 
kind. We should simply be thankful 
for the benevolence displayed, and 
feel satisfied that the man. of wealth 
did not follow the ordinary course 
of such people—a course that is 
characterized by extreme selfishness.

LASTING MONUMENTS.—In thus 
disposing of his surplus wealth, a 
man erects for himself monuments 
far more imposing and lasting than

selection of the volumes best calcu­
lated to benefit—intellectually and 
morally—all who will make use of a 
free, public library. It is not my 
province, nor my intention, to dwell 
upon these very important questions, 
beyond stating-that a public library 
may not always be an unmixed bene­
fit.

SELECTING BOOKS,— Needless 
for me to dwell upon the patent fact 
that as a good book is a source of 
incalculable benefit, even so is a 
bad book the spring of untold evils.

any that hands of admiration or In a large library, unless it be care-

AN EXAMPLE:—I know of a pub­
lic school in which prize-books were 
given yearly to the children. I re­
call now one special case. A very 
brilliant and subsequently successful 
young follow won a high prize/ and 
the book given him was Volley’s 
“Ruins.” Literally the teacher, who 
hud bought a. number of books, con­
sidering the covers more than the 
contents, and who included in his 
collection the above named work, 
presented moral and religious “ruin” 
to his bright pupil. The lad, of 
Course, read his little prize-volume, 
and dwelt long and dangerously 
upon its contents. When his school 
days were over and he had started 
in life in a profession, the poison 
that he drank in from Volne.v’s 
work produced its effect. and he 
soon passed into the ranks of the 
Infidels. For fifteen years, during 
which time I was well acquainted 
with him, he was a learned blas­
phemer, an educated Atheist. And 
his career of anti-Christian propa-

by Richard Barry O’Brien;” and the 
other two are sketches for the Dic­
tionary of National Biography and 
for the Encyclopedia Britannica— 
the former by Mr. Justice Mathew, 
the latter by Mr. Aug. Birrell. But 
of great interest is the contribution 
to the "American Ecclesiastical Re­
view,” by Lord Russell’s brother— 
Rev. Matthew Ilusscll, S.J. It is 
entitled “Memories and Letters 
The following extracts from that 
valuable paper, which appeared in 
the March number of the Review, 
will prove very interesting.

Father Russell writes:—

Mrs. Russell's fervent Catholicity 
forbh.de her tb send her sons to a 
university not approved by the 
Catholic Hierarchy, and as there 
was no such institution in Ireland, 
Charles was articled to a solicitor 
at the earliest possible age, and 
later endeavored to make up for his 
lack of university education by be­
coming an extern student of Trinity. 
One of the consequences of this was 
that after his death this beautiful 
romancé appeared in a certain Eng­
lish mugizine.

“He did not gain any distinction 
during his career at the University. 
The result of his examination wus 
fair, hut by no means brilliant. An 
incident concerning this 
life is interesting in the light of 
after-events. One of the questions in 
the Moral Philosophy paper (set by 
Bain, I think) was, ‘Give the differ­
ent theories of right and wrong, 
and state your own opinion.’ Rus­
sell gave a number of theories and 
stated his own opinion in a short 
note. ‘I am an Irishman and a Ro­
man Catholic. Whatever the Church 
teaches on the subject I hold to be 
right, whatever she condemns 1 hold 
to bo wrong.1 An honest answer, 
given without fear or favour, which 
earned him a congratulation In the 
viva voce examination.”

Not too well pleased with this

-I am, dear sir, faith- 

JOHN K. INGRAM.

The speech before the Charges and 
Allegations Commission, the speech 
which Sir James Hanncw, in a note 
sent down from the bench, called 
“great . . , and worthy of a
great occasion” went to Father Rus­
sell with this humble note:—

My Dear Mathew,—I have asked 
the printer to send a proof to your 
care, with a view of getting the ben­
efit of a fresh and critical eye. Alter 
as you please, so long as the sense 
is not varied, and attend, please, to 
the punctuation, which was very 
bad originally. I hope you will be 
able to return the proof to me very 
quickly, for I am urged not to de­
lay. I want your judgment of the 
whole business, i. e., performance.— 
Aff'ly, C. R.

Beside this might well be placed 
the beautiful letter, written to his 
daughter when she entered a con-

M.v Darling Child,—God’s will be 
done! You have now taken the first 
serious step towards final retirement 
from the life of the world. The 
thought that it makes for your hap­
piness and that it is the will of 
God softens the blow to your moth­
er and to me—for blow it, beyond 
question, is to us—blow it is also, 
I know, to Lily (who has borne her­
self like the brave girl she is) and 
to Margaret also.

We hoped, selfishly in part, no 
doubt, but not wholly selfishly, to 
have your sunshiny nature with or 
near us in the world—a world in 
which we thought and think good 
bright souls have a great and useful 
work to do. Well, if it cannot be 
so, we bow our heads in resignation. 
We know you will do your duty, as 
it comes to you to do well and 
thoroughly and unselfishly: and we 
have no fear that you will forget 
ws. After all, it is something for 
us, poor dusty creatures of the 

anecdote. Father Russell submitted world, with our small selfishly con-

PROVINCE Of QUEBEC, 
District of Montreal.

SUPERIOR OOURT.
No. 2990.

Dame Florence Gagnon has this 
day instituted an action in separa­
tion as to property against her hus­
band, Leon Girard, merchant, of the 
City, and District of Montreal.

Montreal, 16th March. 1901. 
BEAUDIN, CARDINAL,
LO RANGER & ST. GERMAIN.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.
District of Montreal.

SUPERIOR OOURT.
No. 438.

Dame Marjory B: Mo watt, of the Towu of 
Weetmount, in the District of Mon­
treal, wife of Charles It. McDowell, of 
the same place, Merchant, Plaintiff) 

Vs.
The said Charles R. McDowell, Defendant.

An action in separation of property 
has been this day instituted between the 
above parties.

Montreal, March 6th, 1901.
SMITH,
MARKEY k MONTGOMERY.

35—5 Attorneys for Plaintiff

it to the Fellow Trinity whom 
Charles Russell chose for his tutor, 
partly for the altogether Irish rea­
son that he was the author of “Who 
fears to speak of ’98?” and this was 
his reply, written in the spirit of 
the well-known gentleman who “nev­
er had any dog.”

38 Upper Mount Street.
Dublin, October 8, 1900.

Dear Sir,—Your late distinguished 
brother was a pupil in Trinity Col­
lege for two years. During those 
years he passed—besides his matric­
ulation-four examinations. He fol­
lowed exactly the same course as all 
our non-resident students, and his 
connection with the University was 
in every respect the same as theirs, 
and not at all nominal. His object 
in becoming a student of Trinity 
College was, by keeping two years 
and presçnting at the Inns of Court 
a certificate of having kept them, to 
shorten the period of transition

ganda could be traced, infallibly, to from his former profession of solicL 
the days and nights of serious ,med- |tor to that of barrister. We have a 
itation upon the false and wicked1 Rood many students who arc pre­

vented by other occupations fromwritings of the great infidel.

DONATING PRIZES:-In this con­
nection there is another subject to 
which I will make bold to refer. I 
wish to speak about the lack of 
practical zeal and interest in mat­
ters of education. There are hun­
dreds of citizens who could „ do a 
most meritorious work were they a 
little more thoughtful and gave ap­
propriate volumes,—either from their 
own libraries, or else purchased at a 
low figure, yet how few ever think of

cerns and little ambitions, to have 
a stout young heart steadily pray­
ing for us. I know we can depend 
on this; I know also you xtill not 
forget your promise to me, should 
serious misgivings cross your mind 
before the last, word is spoken. I 
rely on this. God keep and guard 
you. my darling child, is the prayer 
of your father,

Russell of Killowen.

There are other striking letters in 
the article, but those chosen for pre­
sentation here show aspects unsus­
pected by the world, and therefore, 
all the more interesting to those 
who knew their writer only, to use 
Lord Dufferin’s words, as the “man 
whose great talents, whose brilliant 
career at the bar, whose distinguish­
ed service as a statesman in Parlia­
ment, and, above all, whose blame­
less reputation and lofty character 
had advanced him to the august 
position of Lord Chief Justice of 
England.”| reading for honours, and consequent­

ly distinguish themselves in their 
course, but answer well at the or­
dinary examinations, and pass them ! 
creditably. Lord Russell was. one of |
these. He always made a respect- • Mr rh»rioe v r *
a’r o. Sunshine, in o'

his recent trip through districts held

NO PROTESTANT INDIANS.

and never had any difficulty in ol> 
taining credit for them.

The writer is one of those persons, 
now so numerous, who make un­
founded statements in the public 
press, which they have never taken 
the trouble of verifying. Bain never 
examined anyone in Trinity College, 
and your brother was never exam­
ined in Moral Philosophy, which be-

by the Indians in the neighboring 
Republic, thus pays a tribute to the 
Catholic missionary and his work. 
He says:—“It has often occurred to 
mo what a strange thing it is that 
here are those hundreds of tribes, 
all Catholic aful speaking Spanish 
more or less; and then in self-de­
fense, I have tried to think of a
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