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l.o, the poor orchard ' Still in sod, still un

sprayed, still unpruned or outrageously mispruned

still insufticiently fertilized—what chance does it

get ? Fven so, it is often more

profitable than

its owner thinks. but with proper care it would

vield astonishing returns

An apparently successful experiment in recruit

ing slum-boys for a State farm, and regencrating

them by judicious handling, has been carried out

by Victoria, according to our Australian corre
spondent, who states a few very interesting par-
ticulars in his regular letter Any success in this

direction is veryv encouraging
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The Place of Commercial Ferti-
lizers.

The advisability of

1S one of the

using commercial fertilizers
that
gatherings of
that
large stock is kept, and nothing is sold except ani-

questions excites interest at

the present time, in all farmers.

Some would have us believe even where a

mals or their products. the farms must be getting
poorer Impoverishment, say they, may be slower
than when grain or other natural products of the

farm are marketed, Lut it is going on, neverthe-
less. In practice it does not work out thus.
Where a full stock of animals is kept, and a good
rotation practiced, in which clover has a place,
and in which the land is in sod about half the
time, the soil actually increases in productiveness
The supply of available fertility increases. Those

fashion have no serious need
fertilizers, although it is quite possible
that a supply of phosphates and potash might be ad-

vantagecus in some cases, and under extraordinary

who farm after that
for special

washes
light ap-

conditions, where excessive precipitation

the nitrates out of the soil in winter,

plications of complete fertilizers are sometimes re-

sorted to to forward early spring growth. These
conditions do not obtain, however, in most parts
of Old Ontario or Quebec.

(‘onditions are different, however, where fruit

where crops for the
Northwest,
where almost the total crop of grain is sold year
serious

farming 1s engaged in, or

canneries are grown, or, as in the

after year In all such cases there is a
removal of the elements of which plants are com-
posed, which, if not replaced to some extent, must
result, and does result, in decreased fertility. The
hean-growers of Kent Co., Ont., are feeling this

in that district for thirty
years, still
{hough no artificial manures have ever been used.
and farm-
in uiring about the
rotation is

Beans have been grown

and profitable produced,

crops are
tut the average vield is becoming less,

eors are somewhat anxiously

worth of special fertilizers Their

admirable—beans, fall wheat, and

simple and
clover—but the amount of grain sold off the farms
vearly in the shape of beans and wheat, makes it
4 matter of wonder that soil exhaustion has not
been much more serious The fact that beans are
a leguminous crop, taking nitrogen from the at
mosphere, must be the chief explanation. At the
which has becn estab-

lished, these experiments with fertilizers are to be

bean-experiment station

a prominent feature
farms and

heen in-

It is to the credit of Canadian
farming th t the output
creasing, while barnyard manure has been the sole

the develop-

of produce has

source of fertilizer supply, but with

ment of special lines of crop production, such as

have heen mentioned, a greatly increased use of
commercial fertilizers may be expected These,
much inferior to barnyard manure, in that

while
they supply no humus, are not merely stimulants,
but contain the elements of plant nutrition, are
plants
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Experience vs. ‘“ Book-farming.”

our office the other
minutes delivered himself of

A milkman walked into
day, and

more

in twenty
dairying and cow-keeping
from any man before in a
e began by stating that
pasture was worth 20
per cent. more than milk made by cows grazing
on the best clover and timothy. Silage nor man-
gels should be fed to dairy cows, but turnips were
just the thing ; they gave the milk flavor and
‘““ body.”” Silage was blamed for unthriftiness, in-
digestion, tuberculosis and contagious abortion.
Our friend had used a silo, but discarded it. On
inquiry, it developed that his method of making

nonsense about
than we ever heard
vear's acquaintance

milk from his old natural

silage was to cut and shock the corn, then, in a
month’s time, put it into the silo. The idea was
to reduce the percentage of acid, which he proba-
bly accomplished all right enough, but at the ex-
pense of other changes more serious. Corn meal
was the ideal grain for milk production, but, he
asserted, no cow should be given over a quart a day.
Alfalfa, he admitted, was a good thing, if one
could get the cows to eat it, but his wouldn’t.
It turned out that he let the stuff go till in full
bloom, at which stage, of course, it makes rather
woody and not very palatable hay. In the breed-
ing of cows, his idea was to cross his Jersey
grades with Ayrshires, then their progeny with
Holsteins, and possibly Shorthorn on top of that
—an ideal way to breed ‘‘ thoroughbred mongrels.”’
This. and a great deal more heresy, he unloaded,
with the assurance of one who had, as he said,
““learned it all by practical experience,’”” while
the members of our staffl who chanced to be pres-
ent, listened with amusement. Presently we ven-
tured to inform him that we had all fed silage,
and our experience, as well as our methods, had
been ditferent We filled the silo within
reasonable time after cutting the corn. Likewise
with alfalfa, which, if cut when a tenth in bloom,
makes the richest and most palatable hay we
have As for aflecting the richness of milk by
feed, exhaustive experiments had proved that it
could not be done permamently, except to a very
slight extent. The feed will aflect the color,
though, and that is what he judged richness by.
HHe had never tested a bottle. Of course, silage
has nothing to do with causing either tuberculosis
or contagious abortion, which are germ diseases.
To our great surprise, he began to give in, ap-
parently convinced that we must have known what
we were talking about, and that his own imper-
fectly-interpreted experience was not, after all,
the arbiter of truth and dairy kmowledge.

It was a splendid example of how misleading a
limited personal experience may be. One can go
out into the country and prove (?) almost any
absurd nonsense with the APPARENT results of
somebody's experience. The fact is, very few
people are qualified to draw general conclusions

from his.

from experience, especially from a limited experi-
ence. Unseen factors bias results, and make them
seem to indicate what they really do not indicate
at all. It is the careful, systematic and scientifie
deduction by a trained mind working on a large
accumulation of representative experience, that we
should seek to That is
the kind of broad, thorough knowledge we get in
good books, bulletins and the agricultural press.
poor books, superficial bul-
letins, and papers. We should
our reading, choosing only the best. But
broaden our out-
our understanding,
wills to
we need

acquaint ourselves with.

To be sure, there are

untrustworthy
select
the right kind of reading will
strengthen

look, deepen and

our minds, and quicken our

Of that kind of

stimulate

action " hook-farming "’

a great deal more.
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