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that reserve of spiritual and mental
power that has so much to do with
joyous and successful living. Take
leisure, and wear a cheery face.

August, a Month of Eclipses.

The harvest month has this year
two eclipses, that of the moon, which
occurred on the 14th inst., and, far
more important, the solar eélipse on
the 80th, which is one of the most
interesting ones for many years. It
is a total eclipse, of pretty long

duration, and the line of central
eclipse passes through several re-
gions which are conveniently ac-
cessible for observing parties.

The eclipse is total at sunrise in
Manitoba, just north of the United
States boundary. Thence the
shadow sweeps eastward across Can-
ada, north of the settled districts,
and comes out on the Labrador
coast. It turns somewhat to the
southward as it crosses the Atlantic,
and reaches land again on the Span-
ish coast near Cape Finisterre.
Crossing Spain, the shadow traverses
the Mediterranean, passes near Tunis,
enters the African desert, passes over
the Nile mear Assouan, and finally
bids farewell to the earth somewhere
in Arabia, less than three hours after
it began in Canada. The duration of
the total phase is greatest in Spain,
where it is about 34 minutes, while
it is about 24 minutes in Labrador,
and a little less than three minutes
in Egypt.

Several parties of astronomers are
going to Labrador, and many more
to stations in Spain and Algeria, so
that a goodly store of observations
may be expected if only the weather
behaves as well as it did in 1900,
when the track of the shadow on the
European side of the ocean was al-
most the same as at present.

Weather permitting, a great deal of
spectroscopic and other information
about the sun’s surroundings will un-
doubtedly be obtained. Perhaps the
most interesting observations from
an amateur’s standpoint are those
that will be made in the search for a
possible small planet nearer the sun
than Mercury, by photograhing the
whole region of the 8ky near the
eclipse of the sun. This has been
done at several recent eclipses, with-
out result, only known stars being
found on the plates ; but the brilliant
suecess of photographicc methods in
finding new satellites makes one feel
that the search for an intra-Mercurial
planet ought to be continued a little
longer.

The finest constellations visible at
this season lie near the Milky Way.
We may begin with Lyra, whose
brightest star, Vega, is almost over-
head at 9 o’clock on an August even-
ing. This splendid white star dis-
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A Holiday in Prince Edward
Island.

WE VISIT THE CONSOLIDATED
SCHOOLS.

On enduiring upon what system the ar-
rangement for the vans was carried out,
we were told that Sir William Macdonald
had included the five vans in his primary
gift, and the farmers, by contract (I be-

lieve $1.60 per day), provided the
horses. The distance covered daily was
four and a half miles each 'way, the

amount paid as assessment under the old
plan

being turned into the general-ex-

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

we had given up hope of seeing any-
thing more than the hive empty of the
busy bees which seemed to have swarmed
elsewhere. Issuing from under cover of
the adjacent wood appeared what looked
like a small troop, joyously waving ban-
ners, but all marching in line and evi-
dently under discipline. Each child
carried a stick for his peas, a flower for
his garden, or a carefully-uprooted fern
for transplanting, and each one knew
that when lunch was eaten and school be-
gan he might be asked what he had
specially observed during his outing ;
whether he had any incident to narrate,

Entrance to Government House, Charlottetown. P. E. I,

pense fund, the generous donor paying the
difference until the three years of trial
are expired, after which the experiment
will, it is anticipated, have proved of
such exoeptional value that its addi-
tional cost will be gladly assumed by
those upon whom it should rightly fall.
With this in view, unnecessary outlay is
or should be avoided. Perhaps the
Hillsboro® school, being built as an ob-
ject lesson and as a gift to Prince Ed-
ward Island, might be more complete
and more perfectly finished than such
schools may require to be in the
future, for, to our eyes, it certainly
lacked nothing from its firm foundation
compact superstructure, its hard-
floors and ceilings, its school
furnishings, and careful provision for
ventilation, to its two or three acres of
surrounding grounds, part of which are

and
wood

anything to tell which might aid in
weaving into a consecutive whole the
story of their morning’s excursion, thus
encouraging their powers of observation,
and enabling them to give form and ex-
pregsion to the same. Even the tinies
were not excluded, a van having been
brought into requisition that they might
‘ go too,"” and already their kindergarten
teacher had put upon the blackboard
what Jennie had seen, what Mollie had
brought home, and what little Jimmie
had thought of the game ‘' out of
doors.”’

The time left to us after the return of
the truants was too short for us to do
more than convey to the children a short,

separate greeting from our several
provinces, a mere word of encouragement
and good wishes, winding up, collective-
ly, with a request to the principal that

Indian Basket Makers, P. E. I.
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- FOUNDED 1844,

vans should go round, gather the chil-
dren together and drive them round
city to see all there was to be seen.

We returned to Charlottetown in fuller
accord than ever with the wisdom of the
plan for concentrating into one the
scattered rural schools of Canada, and of
the system adopted to train the chil-
dren in something more than mere book-
knowledge ; a system which recognizes
that every son and daughter of the so0il
should learn what that soil can- produce,
by practice as well as:by theory, to look
upon it with more intelligent eyes, to
love Mother Nature for her generous re-
sponse to their efforts to make her fruit-
ful. The new system opens up
springs of pleasure, new sources of
joyment, new fields to conquer.

If the lad has helped to plant
shade trees and keep them shapely
around his playground, he will be u.‘u
more likely to have an eye to beauty as
well as to profit when he plans the lay-
ing out of the land around his home-
stead. If the girl has had a training in
the value of foods, their amalgamating
properties, and how to handle and treat
them to produce the best results, she wil]
make the better wife for the farmer or
mechanic, whose quiver may be full and
purse light. Of this new development,
Dr. Anderson, the Chief Superintendent
of Education in Prince Edward Island,
reports : ‘“ The outcome is still in the
future, but I can, even now, see that the
indications are already present of an ex-
tending horizon, a broader sympathy, and
a tendency to regard these schools as the

center of light and culture in their dis-
tricts.”’
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Perhaps the bhest proof of the recognition
given to this plan of consolidation in the
Island, is g junction already made of
three other districts, which received no
benefaction from outside sources at all,
the only help they have had being the
consent of the Provincial Government to
the continuance to the trustees of the
joint schools of the same statutory al-
lowances which had formerly been paid
to the teachers of the three smaller
echools, by which arrangement sufficient
money was saved to defray the expense of
the two vans which brought the children
of the Lady Jane (four and a half miles)
and the West Tryon (two and a half
miles) districts, to the Tryon Centre.
The formation of this school reads like a
story, showing how good sense and fore-

sight, backed up by patience and per-
severance, and followed by energetic ac-
tion,

may always be counted upon to
bring about success.

It will surely mean much to our land,
especially in its more scattered parts, if,
during the next decade, similar schools
should be established throughout the
length and breadth of the Dominion.

I shall have still another message to
send from the ‘‘ Garden of the Gulf.”’

H. A. B.

Where God Is.

““The parish priest
Of Austerity
Climbed up in a high church steeple,
To be nearer God,
So that he might hand
Ilis word down to his people.

“And in his sermon script
He daily wrote
Whut he thought was sent from Z{eaiven ;
And he dropped this down
On his people's heads

Two times one day in seven.
“In his age, God said,
‘Come down and die !’

And he cried out from the steeple,

‘Where art Thou, Lord ?’
And the Lord replied,
“Down here among the people.” '

““ There,” said one old crony to an-
other, to whom he was showing the lions
of a Scottish town, *‘ that's the statue
of Bailie Watson ! ‘““Is it no’ a guid
bit  larger than life-size, though ? '’
queried his friend.

Ou, aye, it's a’ that, but it's no’ a
bit bigger than the Bailie thocht he was
himsel’ | 2

She—What would you do, George, if you

were left a widower ? He—Oh, I suppose
pretty much the same as you would do

It you were left a widow. She—O, you
wretch ! And you always told me you
would

never love anybody else.’?




