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NOTE AND COMMENT

“There is no such word as impos-
sible for the west,” said Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, at the opening of St. Andrew's
Lock, on the 14th July. This Is the
first link in the government's trans-
prairie scheme of waterways and when
completed will cost about  $1,500,000.
The lock, which has a lift cf 21 feet,
is a splendld specimen of concrete con-
struction, 290 feet in length and 45
feet in width. It has raised the level
of Red River at Winnipeg over five
feet. The dam, 788 feet in width, is
of camose tip type, and is the only
one on this continent. There is an-
other at Rose, France. Hon. Wil-
liam Pugsley, minister of public works,
officially declared the lock open to
the free commerce of the Provinces of
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

The feeling between Greece and Tur-
key is so Intense that it s freely pre-
dicted that hostilities will break out
before the end of the autumn. Bands
of Grecian ralders have crossed the
Turkish frontler, and among them, say
the Turkish authorities, a number of
regulars of the Greek army have been
found. The situation was bad enough
before, owing to the Cretan tangle.
Crete has no intention of abandoning
her attempt to unite with Greece. Her
declaration of Independence. from Tur-
key and of annexation to Greece can-
not take effect so long as the island
remains In the control of the commis-
sion of the four great powers. Greece
knows well that the admisslon to the
Greek parllament of the representa-
tives which Crete has sent would am-
ount to a declaration of war with Tur-
key, and this matter Is for the present
not to be considered. It is belleved
to be significant that the twenty-five
thousand Turkish troops which have
just been ordered to take the field “for
the summer manoeuvres” are en route
toward Ellasona on the Greclan fron-
tler near the territory recently raided
by small bands of Greek Invaders,
though the Turkish Government denies
that any Immediate reprisals against
Greece will be attempted.

“About 700 or 80 Mormon con-
verts a majority of whom are prob-
ably women pass through this port

y" writes Ci i George
Billings, of the Immigration Service
of Boston. That does not include all
those who come through New York,
New Orleans and Montreal. ‘When
we realize that according to the Mor-
mon doctrine no woman can enter
heaven unless she is marrled and that
the majority of Mormon converts are
women there ig but one conclusion to
come to; and that is there must be a
large polygamous white slave traffic.
Polygamy 1is being practiced in Utah
to-day as it always was. Joseph F.
Smith, the president of the Mormon
Church, is to-day living with five
wives and has more than a dozen il-
legitimate children. Not only is Jos-
eph F. Smith thug living but the ma-
jority of the leaders of the church
are poly These n come
largely from the Rritish TIsles, Scan-
dinavia and the Netherlands. In a
letter lying before me, Joseph F.
Smith, president of the Mormon
Church, writes: “On January 1, 1910,
there were 2065 missionaries laboring
in the various fields. During the
past year they have distributed 10,-
992,122 tracts, visited 3,744,641 familles,
and distributed and sold 500,614 stand-
ard church works, Two years ago
the church purchased a hotel in Lon-
don which has been converted into a

house for the misslonaries.”  The
Mormons also publish a Mormon
newspaper in Liverpool. Are the Mor-

mons In Alberta a law observing peo-
ple?

In the United States the movement
against the pictures of the Jeffries-
Johnson prize fight at Peno, Nev.,, as-
sumed national and international pro-
portions, all large cities forbidding
their exhibition with the exception of
New York, Philadelphia and Chicago.
The same conditions obtain in Canada,
we are glad to notice, so that in a ma-
jority of our cities exhibitions of pic-
tures of the brutal fight will be pro-
hibited.

Russia and Japan have at last signed
a convention which divides Manchuria
between the. Russia earliest acquired
from China rallroading and policing
rights In northern Manchuria, Later,
Japan made her hold on €outhern Man-
churia practically secure. Now the
two nations unite to strengthen each
the hold of the other upon what had
been secured, and the result is to take
Manchurl aout of the power of China.
The “Open Door"” policy falls before
this ‘“convention.” Raclal and na-
tional antipathies glve way to diplo-
macy. Russia and Japan forget for
the time being that they were ever at
war, and enter into semi-friendly rela-
tions not because either nation loves
or trusts the other, but because each Is
looking out for self and self alone. It
Is safe to say Russia will never dis-
lodge Japan from the footing now ob-
tained. As to Russia’s permanence In
the north perhaps Japan has doubts.
No one knows. But what will Great
Britaln, Germany and the Unlited States
say?

A serles of remarkable measures de-
signed to stimulate the birth-rate In
France have lately been Introduced
into the French Parllament. They In-
clude the Imposition of additional m!l-
itary service upon bachelors over twen-
ty-nine years of age; making obliga-
tory the marriage of State employees
who have reached the age of twenty-
five years, with supplementary salarles
and pension allowances for those wit:
more than three children; and the :~-
peal of the law requiring the equal
distribution of estates among the chil-
dren. The disllke of Frenchmen to di-
vide thelr property Is a frequent cause
of restricted familles, according to
those who have made a study of the
subject, The proposed legislation fol-
lows the recent publication of vital
statistics, which showed that the births
in the republic during 1909 were 770,000,
against 792,000 in the preceding year,
and that the population has been in-
creased by only 3,000,000 slnce 1851,
Race suiclde does not prevall to any
appreclable extent among the French
of Canada.

The “Catch-my-Pal” movement 1s
working wonders in Ireland. Already
thousands have become members, and
the Interest continues to grow. An ex-
change says: The fact that it was dur.
ing the T'welfth of July holidays in Ul-
ster last year that in the anclent city
of Armagh the temperance revival
which has wrought so beneficlal a
change in the North of Ireland orig-
inated, lends speclal Interest and im-
pressiveness to the appeal which the
Rev. R. J. Patterson has issued to the
members of the Catch-my-Pal or-
ganization In view of the temptations
which attend these holidays. ‘In the
North of Ireland,” says Mr. Patter-
son, “the month of July Is especlally
looked upon as one in which a man
mneeds all his manliness to assert itself
lest he may be dragged Into the gut-
ter of drink. . . . O men! what a

At the recent Tuberculosis Confer-
ence in Edinburgh Dr. Dingwall For-
dyce sald abdominal tuberculosis- was
more prevalent in Edinburzh and Glas-
gow than anywhere in the civilized
world; while Dr. Carnegle Dickson, of
the Edinburgh Sick Children's hospital,
sald of the cases he came into contact
with more than three-fourths who dled
were tuberculosis, the majority being
abdominal cases. This showed the
need for a pure milk supply.

The latest decision of the courts
bearing upon the case of the Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church re-union
is that of the Supreme Court of Ar-
kansas. It is favorable to the estab-
lished union. This gives the decision
of seven States favorable, while that
of only two, Tennessee and Missouri,
have been unfavorable. Those In
which favorable decisions were given
are Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Geor-
gla ,Texas, California and Arkansas.

A. T, writing to the Dominjon
Presbyterlan from Quebec, says:—
“The Rev. Father Giuliani, Superior
of the Carmelite Convent at Taranto,
in Southern Italy, and at the same
time in charge of one of the largest
churches in that city, which numbers
about 35,000 souls, has been received
into the Methodist Episcopal Church
of Italy. Father Giullanl has been
one of the most brilllant preachers in
the Roman Church, and is a highly
educated man. He has on several
occasions been received by the Pope
in a private audience, The large
Methodist Church was crowded to the
doors when Mr. Giuliani preached his
first sermon as a Methodist pastor.
The news of his conversion has caused
a great stir in Rome, where the peo-
ple are now taking a deep interest in
the great movemnet from the Roman
Communion of priests, monks and
laymen, who are joining the Evan-
gelical Churches in large numbers,

Dr. R. 8. Holmes writes sanely on
“Vacations” in his paper, The Phila-
delphia  Westminster. He says:—
“ Vacations are right; all right, if
they are right; all wrong if they are
not. A vacation by the seashore, on
the sand, where the minister lles all
day long, day after day, until he is
as brown as an Indian, and twice as
lazy as one, if that be possible, is
ideal. When the minister goes home
from that, he finds after a very few
days that he 1is fresher, stronger,
clearer minded than he has been for
six months, and his congregation finds
it, too. The writer who criticises the
minister for taking a vacation, and
supports criticisms by guotations that
have no more bearing on the subject
than they have on the relations be-
tween Halley's comet and an ant hill,
should read this which Jesus once
addressed to his disciples, “ Come ye
apart into a desert place, and rest
awhile,” Oh, no! Don't begrudge
the minister his vacation,

An English correspondent of the
‘‘ Homiletic Review” tells of how ‘‘a well
informed writer in the Hindu magazine,
Epiphany, declares that India will be
saved through its womanhood. Not that
the new for their freed:
from the captivity of the ‘ purdah’
is in any degree evident among the
masses of women themselves. They are
the willing slaves of their husbands.
Singularly enough, the influential natives
who are promoting the agitation are
actyated by the apprehension of the
effects of Christianity. They fear that
Christianity will sweep womanhood into
the fold, unless the grosser evils of Hin-
duism are reformed. Therefore, ropa-
gandist societies are being fomml with

laugh will go up from the enemy if you 3 cleansis induism

glve way! Let the men of the North ::’::';?‘c&'xd M:g Hl;gm‘:&t:d?‘:
determine that this shall be the sober- . 4" and the ngz'kmg abominations
est July In Ireland's history.” 'The S d in the name of the reli
appeal 1l the intensity

of convlctlon- and sincerity of sympa-
thy and brotherliness which have en-
abled Mr. Patterson to accomplish so

:: lﬁmny temples. The very fact of sucha
movement is a striking tribute to the true
moral n,,ture and power of the Christian

aplendid a work for




