
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN4
Dr. Norman Maoleod gave In the re 

port of the Foreign Missions committee. 
As the result of a special appeal the 
whole debt. amounting to several 
thousand pounds, had been obliterated. 
(Cheers.) The expenditure for 1806 had 
been fully met. and they ended the 
year with a balance <4 over £700 to their 
credit.

Sir Andrew Fraser, ex Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal, as representing 
the Presbyterian Church of India, and 
a number of oreign mimrionarie* spoke.

United Free Church.
At the United Free Church Assembly 

the Rev. Dr. Henderson, of Crieff, w.i* 
elected moderator. In hie opening ad 
dress he said that the unhappy division» 
of Scottish Presbyterianism must be a« 
lowed to have dune a real service ^ 
making clear the distinction between 
the rights of citizen» ami of the Church 
members, and in limiting eocleaia-dlcsl 
authority aa over those only who of 
their own free will submitted to it 
Was there no reuse to fear lest the 
Church, in a mistaken desire vo win 
the world, should go over to the w »r df 

Tile announcement that Dr. Header 
•on wm to submit • motion on the 
communication from the Established 
Church on the .subject of union attracted 
an enormous gathering.

The motion submitted by Dr. Hemler 
son Indicated that tin- assembly, while 
fully recognising the duty of the United 
Free Church to promote fellowship and 
oo-operation with all kindred uhurohes 
in the service of their oommon Lord and 
in particular with the Church of Scot 
land, with whose operations 'lose of 
the United Free Church of Scotland 
were in such oloee contact both it home 
and abroad, were unable hopefully to 
entertain the euggeetion that oonfmmce 
on vo oiaration offers the path '*est titled 
to lead to union. At the aenie time, 
tlie motion added, the assembly, Ivliev 
lng that the - outstanding cutises ot 
separation between churches might pm 
perly form the subject of conference 
between brethren who desire the remov­
al of everything that mars the prosper!*/ 
and peace of the Church of Christ * 
the land, declare, in accordance with 
the report of the committee, their *ead 
ness, should this course approve i*se’f 
to the General A seem bl y of the Church 
of Scotland, to enter into unrestricted 
conference with their brethren of thfci 
Church on the existing sooleeiaitic tl 
situation and on the main causes which 
keep the churches apart, with he veri­
est hope that by Ood'e blesei ig mi* 
understandings end hindrances may be 
removed and the great object «4 Piesbv 
terian reunion in Scotland thereby ad

Dr. George Robeon seconded the mo­
tion, which was supported by Sir 
Samuel Chisholm and others, and un 
anlmoosly approved.

The Free Church.
The OenSt-al Assembly of the Free 

Church of Scotland met in its newly- 
constructed hall. when the retiring 
moderator, the Rev. W. Mackluuon, of 
Qairlooh, preached. Unless, i.e said, 
Church and State should «otnVie to 
teach the young of the nation m 're ef­
fectually the nature and dn«:er of 
ein, and insist upon more obedience to 
the moral law of God, t.he r people 
would perish in their own corruptio.i. 
Even ministers with their clubs crowded 
to the golf links, and freely assvlxted 
with the most careless and indifferent

The Rev. James Henry. lSurghe.«J, 
was elected moderator of this assembly.

MEETING OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
RBV. DR. LYLB. ELECTED MODERATOR.

the Son of God. The world cared littlk 
about their metaphysical distinctions, 
their criticisms, higher or lower; but 
when it gave a present living force in 
Christianity to lift the world to better 
things, It oould reverence Jesus for the 
very work's sake.
Whatever their eotions 
whether towards union, federation, or 
remaining a* they were, he charged 
them to follow the guidance of God's 
spirit Into all truth.

Rev. Dr. Campbell read a letter from 
Dr. Duval, in which he explained that 
he was unable to report on hi» steward 
eh Ip in person owing to the skknet-s of 
his wife.

HAMILTON, Out., June 2.-The 35tU 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church In Canada wan opened here m 
Central Chimb this evening. Over 60j 
oommibaioners were present 
parts of the Dominion. In the absente 
of Rev. Dr. Duval, owing to the death 
of hie wife, the ex moderator, Sey. Dr. 
Campbell, Montreal, presided.

Rev. Dr. Sedgwick. Tatamagouche, X. 
8., conducted the opening exercises.

In the course of Dr. Duval's «ernio i. 
read by l>r. Patrick, the writer dwelt 
upon the beautiful harmony ex sting 
I*»tween Christ and the Creation. lie 
said tile failure to recognize the fixed 
oomelation between the growing m.uI 
and tiie guiding spirit had been the 
source of iuterminable troubles In the 
world. The spirit was leading the 
Church now into clearer understand 
lng of the truth. This wae an age 
critical mind; of agonising commercial­
ism; an age that was consequently 
seeking relief iu seusuoue indulgence 
and vulgar display. It was an age of 
oompound difficulties, of struggle fir 
the mastery between capital and labor; 
an age that gave opportunity to men 
without principle; an age. when some 
politicians played every game of the 
gambler, every trick of " bluff " o de­
ceive the people; an age in 
press wae not always free, sometimes 
purchased and used to cover villainy, tc 
abuse and ruin if possible any soul 
that dared to oppose their crimes. De 
spite this, it was an age that wa« not 
content with itself. Men were struggling 
to fr

from all

Now was the time.
might he.

Rev. Dr. Lyle Elected.
The commissioners then proceeded to 

tiie selection of the next moderator. 
Rev. Dr. Lyle, Central Church, Hamil 
ton, was nominated by Rev. Dr. R i^ liff. 
8t. Catharines, seconded by Rev Me 
Gillvray, Vancouver; and Rev. Dr. Mac 
Kay. Toronto, Secretary of Foreign Mis 
•ions, was nominated by Rev. J. McP. 
Scott, seconded by Rev. A. McGillvray. 
A ballot was demanded, and Rev. Dr. 
Lyle was elected by a large majority, 
the Assembly eventually making the 
choice unanimous. He accepted the 
honor on behalf of his church and the 
committee of which be was chairman, 
the Augmentation Fund committee.

Rev. Dr. Somerville, Toronto, request 
ed that he be relieved «4 the duties ot 
joint clerk, and the Assembly accepted 
hLs resignation "with regret. Rev. Dr. 
Ratcliff was appointed to succeed him.

Upon the motion of Rev. Principal 
Gordon, a resolution of sympathy was 
passed in connection with Rev. Dr. 
Duval's recent lose of his wife.

At this point the adjournment fur the 
evening was decided upon.

which the

ee themse'.vee from Ills they cou d
Their demands

would not be met by reiteration of dry 
dogmas. The aystem -4 public education 
had taught the children to reason, anl 
the pew was pushing traditions out of 
the pulpit. But earth must look to 
Heaven, men to God. and their spirt.s 
to the Holy Spirit.

The Scottish Churches.
The General Assemblies of the three 

principal Presbyterian Churches in Scot­
land were opened In Edinburgh o* the
same day.

Church Union.
After alluding to the function of the 

Spirit on the executive of the Godhead, 
the writer continued by asking If they 
were doing their best to put men worthy 
of the great men in the past into the 
ministry today. They muet get away 
from the idea that God acted arbitrarily 
in calling men to the ministry. The men 
who had done the greatest work for-God 
had been men of ^reat natural force, 
stimulated by circumstances. Men were 
hard to breed for rich greatness, yet 
their students were sometimes made to 
appear ae paupers. The soul must be 
kept In harmony with itself, if It 
to do exploits in the field. It was 
the Church was seeking to free itself 
from the abnormal position. At present 
their purpose was to unite the senti 
ments of all grave and learned men, 
and so, according to the rule of Sorti» 
ture, bring the separated churches into 
one. Neither labor nor pains should be 
•pared in effecting thia.

Dr. Duval then dwelt at eome length 
on unity, and said they should be led 
by the Spirit into a higher generalize 
tlon of thought, into higher, deeper, and 
richer Christian ethics. They needed 
to be guided by Scripture in bringing 
all the churches together. Instead of 
childish Invalids the world was de 
manding a church full of seal for the 
amelioration of human conditions. In 
stead of bolstering these petty rivalrtee 
by gathering up scores of Incompetent 
men to hold contested fields, the world 
was asking them to aend men deeply 
cultured in all truth and competent to 
lead In the work of amelioration. They 
were only trifling with the mighty 
problems that burdened the heart -4

Church of Scotland.
The High Commissioner (Lord Kin 

naird), held the usual levee at Holy- 
rood Palace, and drove in semi .-Ute pro- 
cession to St. Gilee's Cathedral. After 
servie- the procession went to the Gen- 
eral Assembly hall.

The Rev. Dr. Milford Mitchell, who 
presided, referred to the death iu fxe 
months of five of those whom the 
Church had raieed to the moderator- 
shlp. He nominated the Rev. Dr. Janie* 
Robertson (Whittingehame) as Modéra 
tor of the Assembly.

Dr. Robertson having been Introduc­
ed and having taken 
King's letter was communicated to the 
House. In it reference was again made 
to the lose the Church had sustained 
by the death during hts year of office 
of the late moderator.

The High Commissioner said he was 
commanded by the King to assure tiie 
fathers and brethren of Hla Majesty'» 
great sense of their steady »nd firm 
seal in his service, and to 
of his resolution to maintain the Presby 
terian Government in Scotland. (Cheers ) 
His Majesty further assured them 4 
his deep interest In all that concerned 
the spiritual welfare of the people «4 
Scotland. He was also commanded to 
acquaint them that His Majesty had 
been graciously pleased to order that the 
customary grant of £2.000 to the High 
lands and Islands be continued, and to 
suggest that part of the grant might he 
beneficially appropriated to aiding and 
encouraging young men In the study of 
the Gaelic language.
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Chinee# Studente.
The agitation which took place re­

cently In connection with the gradua­
tion from McGill of Mr. Peter Hlng, 
B.C.L.. and hie departure for China, 
having for lie object the amendment 
of the Chinese Immigration Act. s 
to allow Chlneee students wiahln'« t"


