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WE ARE GOD'S WORKMANSHIP.

“For we are Mis workmanship created
in Chriet Jesus unto good works.”—Fphe-
sians ii. 10,

Tt is characteriatic of the teaching of
the Anostle Paul to pather hie meesage
around certain words. Thev are the head-
lines to what he himeelf calls “my Gos.
nel’ Tn the Gospels it is phrases and
inatitutions and customs that Christ deals
with, and through which Te presenta Tia
message: but with Pan] it is different,
e finds in great central words the mvs-
tery and revelation of the Gospel. But he
nees three words as symhole to express jte
inner and_spiritual truthe, Tt ie in this
wav that he uses the word Creation. Te
regards it as a fundamental word of the
Goepel. Tt takes us hack to the hegin.
ning of time. This is another of the fa-
vorite methods of hia teaching. Tle is al.
wava going hark to first things. Tt ie this
that that leads him into his comparicons
hetween the first Adam and the last Ad.’
am. the natural man and the apiritoal
man. the transient and the eternal. and the
righteonsness of the law, and the right-
eowsnoss of grace, Te loves to dwell on
the contrast hetween the first ereation and
the second creation. To Panl they hoth
had their origin in Chriat. For the helov-
ed discinle and he were agreed that “all
thinge were made by Wim. and without
Him was not anything made fhat wae
made” Tn his Fnistle to the Colossiane
Panl dwells snecially unon the fact that
nhyeieal creation has its origin in Chriet:
and it is throngh the ontward visible cre-
ation that he laya the basia for the inner
aniritual creation of the new Tife. Tt too.
has ite root and life in Christ. “There-
fore. if any man bhe in Christ he ia 2 new
ereation: old things are paseed awav: he.
hold all things are hecome new.”

Tn this new creation we are God'a work.
manship.  The Apostle wiches ta make
lear to the Fphesione that thev had nn
hand in effecting this great transformation
in_their life and character. Tt did not
originate with men. nor in earthly rela-
tions. Tt i a change that i= produced not
from helow. but from ahove. just ae all
onr hest life and hest things come to ns
from above. The Anostle looked at the
matter in thie wav. Our physical life
comes to ue from God. and this life is
given to ue that we might meet the con.
ditions of physieal life and fulf] them.
Tn all ita necessities and work. and fail.
ures and successes, we are never to lose
sight of the ends for which we enjoy it.
and it ia in the realization of them that
its hlessings come to e Onr spiritial
Tife. too, comes to e from God. and ite
growth and development muet he accord-
ing to the laws of the Kingdom of Grace
Panl dwelt much unon the mvsteries and
snlendor of nature. Her agonies and <trne.
eles and revelations had a wonderful fas.
cimation for him, but it wae hecanse they
were symhols for readine the hidden mve.
teries of the heart. and internreting the
cecret and aniet workings of grace. Tt ie
throngh the Divine workings in the aphere
of nature that the Apostle ie led ta con-
cider ue. as God's workmanship, What a
nrolonged and rare comhination of forcee
i« needed in the physieal world to nra.
duce a nerfect work, There ie “first the
blade. then the ear. after that the full
corn in the ear”” The nrocese is <lower in
the spiritual world and less complete: for
many of the forces found working in it are
not directly under Divine eontral and
quidance. At conversion we nass s an-
nrentice into the Divine workshop, and
thrangh our stunidity and ignorance and
n'n_nf of interest it is a long apnrentice.
chin that we have to serve: and when +he
dav of our diecharge comes we will find
how poorly we have mastered onr hnel.
nese. But the Divine workman ean make
much of the worst materiale. e has me.
thods of Wis own that can produce marvel-
Tous resulta: and by the severity of Hia
nrocesses e knows how to turn the waate
he-nroduete of humanity into gond mate.
rial. Tt ie told that Michael Angelo was
passing a block of marble that had heen
rejected by a sculptor, and he eaw the
nossihilities that lay in it. Tt is said
that he saw an angel sleping in it. e se-
ru:‘«: 1_{. nnd':::‘ tgnvtvork.d T;] was a slow
and toilsome 3 gradually the wi
and form of his angel bcunyeo nm;:
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and at last the despised block of marble
was transformed into the likeness of a
perfeet angel.  Never did the seulptor
work on so wnpromising material as God
hat to nee when e ia shanine ve inta
Chrietian ven and women hit the end af
Tis chiselling of ue je that “we are i
worlmanshin ereated in (Mivist Josne untn
eood  works which God hath hefare or.
dained that we shonld walk in them"
Tet ns note how that in thia Fnistle
and. indeed. in all Panl's Fnistler, we ave
congtantle meeting with the nhrase “in
Christ” There is nothing in the eniritml
Nifa o he had avart from Chriet The
Anonstle renresents his own Yife as enclns
ol within that of Christ. “T am erncified
with (hrict: nevertheless T Tive: vat wat
T Wt Chrigt Yiveth in me: and the life
which T now live in the flesh. T live he
the faith of the Sen of God. wha loved
me. and gave Timeelf for me Afidet
the nereecntions and discomforts of life
it is ench an asenrance and strongth ta
him to know. “According as e Tath
ohosen pe in TTim hefore the fonndation
of the warld. that we ahanld he hale and
withont hlame hefore Tim in love” Not
onlv does he aseociate all eniritual hlese
inpe with Chriet, hut alsa the disnenes
tion of the fulnesa of times when all
thines hall he eathered tagether in one
in Chriet. A if the world and the wni.
verse conld onlv find their true lifo and
nerfect develonment in Tim. ae well na
the individual heliever. Pvervwhere with
the Anostle. Christ is the fountain head
of all Yife and goodnese. and there i= no

nerfection in any sphere of life apart
from Wim. Just as Noah. chot in the
ark. was eafe from the risine  roshine

waters aroimd him. &0 we in Chrigt are
«afe fram the surging temntations that
gweep aronmd m& in onr daily life. Not
onle are we safe. hut we have power and
conrage for the dutiea and responsibilities
that rest nnon ue. ¢

Tn the previons part of this chanter
Panl had spoken so much of grace. e
had told the Enhesiane “By grace ve are
saved.” e had magnified the exceeding
riches of this grace. But they were not
ta @0 away with the idea that there was
nothing elee in  the Christian life but
grace.  Tndeed. grace is given that it
might lead ‘to very mueh elea, and apeci-
ally to good works. Tid it not do so it
would remain harren and unfroiful. What
is very interesting to find here isethat
the gmce and good worke have the same
origin—they are hoth in  Christ: the
strength and fulness of the grace are test.
ed by the quality of the good worke, Tt
i« a solemn and onnressive thonght that
there can he no good works apart from
Chriat: for without Tim we ean do noth-
ing. Are we then to write off all the
mod worke of those who do not helieve in
Christ. and of those who are still wn-
converted? We dare not do so. Tt is not
onr province, and in dealing with such a
subject charity i& the word that should he
not only on our lins, hut in onr hearts,
“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right?” Tt is Christ Himself that has laid
down the test of epiritnal life, “Where
fore hy their fruite ve &hall know them.”
The tree hae its roots in the earth. and
they feed and nourish its trunk and
branches and leaves, and make it fruitful:
and so Christ is the root of our lives that
flower into fruitfulness: for in Tlim we
are rooted and gronnded in love.” A

It is said of an old Scotch woman,
when she heard a body of prominent
English Churchmen discussing the evi-
dences of Christianity, and the many
points in which they were lacking, che
looked at them with her faithful, earn-
est gaze and said, “Ah, ye dinna ken
our Jamie or ye would not say that
Christ is dead.” And when they asked
who “Our Jamie" was, she told them
of what a bad boy he had been, and
how he had made his home so unhappy,
until Jesus got hold of him, with his
pierced hands, and now “Our Jamie is
the best boy in town.”

Botter the approval of, God than the
applause of the world,

. TALKS ABOUT JESUS*

The table of contents in this book indi-
cates that it is esentially one for the
auiet hour, ealenlated fo awaken earn-
est thought over the personality and
power of the living Saviour and give scope
to practical meditation on the most won.
derful life ever recorded in human history
—a life which it more and more encaging
the attenfion of intelligent and thinkine
men and women. The work ie divided
into three parts with a <hort chapter on
“etndv notes”: and the three parte are
anh-divided into fourteen short chapters
dealing with the main facts and experi-
ences of the wonderful life of Jesus. The
three parts are: The Purhose of Jesns,
The Person of Jesus, The Creat Fxperi-
ences of Jeens' Tife. The thonghte groun-
ed around these divisions of the hook are
in an important sense heantiful pen wnie-
turea of a heautiful and beneficent life.

Tn the intrdonctory chanter of the hook
the author eave: “A great musician strikes
the kev-note of a great piece of musie, and
can <kilfnlly keen it ever sonndine its
melody thrangh all the changes clear to
the end. Tt has heen in my heart to
wish that T conlt do something like that
here. Tf what has come to me has got-
‘on ont of me into these pages. there will
be found a dominant note of eweetest
musie—the winsomeness of God in Jems,
Tt is in mv heart. ton, to add this, that T
have a friend whose constant presence
and nraver have heen the atmosphere of
thia little hook in its making.”

*“Oulet Talks About Jesus” Bv
Rev, 8 D, Gordon, author of “Quiet
Talks on Power,” “Oulet Talks on
Prayer”: Toronto, Willlam Briggs.

GREATLY USEFUL.
By €. AW. Wetherhee.

The (hristian who has a vearning to he
ae useful to God as he nossibly can he. is
&ure to he helped hy God to realize his
Tongings. Tt is related that Rev. Joseph
Pateh. a Preshvierian minister, resigned
the pastorate of a strong church forty
vears ago, where he had remained twentv
vears, Tlie object was to go intn desti-
tute regione and found churches. He first
went to Stevens Point, Wisconsin, in the
centre of a lumher region. A writer says:
“Me would go to a new lumber camn and
preach regularly. driving his hardy Tndian
nonies many miles to reach the new town,
Tn manv places his was the first nreaching
which had been heard. Mr. Patch wonld
nreach in a new lumbering town until he
had made so manv converts that the Home
Roard would sendd a man there. Then he
would hegin his work at some other desti-
tute point. He has done thie again and
again, and s&everal of the churches for
which he has laid the foundation are now
strong churches, self-supporting.  We i«
now ninetv-two veare old. but he s
preaching regnlarly in Shantvtown, sixteen
miles from his home. driving H}rnu.c'h all
sorts of weather. and Wisconsin is not
famons for a balmy climate.” Tt is an-
parent that that minister has heen aref\ﬂ\'
nseful during his very long life. He might
have remained in some large plqr‘e. re-
ceiving a liberal salary and having hie
labors confined to a small territorv: but
he preferred to go ont into remote re-
gione, where the gospel had not heen nro-
claimed, and there found new churches.
and thus widen the Tord’s Kingdom. Tt
seems to he true that bhut verv few voung
men, just out of theological seminaries
will consentd to do  frontier work and
make pinthing sacrifices, Rut there are
many strongly established churches in our
land that never would have come into ex-
istence if it had not heen for the pioneer
work of such men as Mr, Patch.




