A simpler method for determining the standard consistency
{or neat cement tests is to mould a ball of mortar in the hands
to a plastic state and drop the same about 20 inches on to the
table If the ball of mortar neither flattens appreciably nor
cracks, the consistency is satisfactory.  This process corresponds
practically with the previous method. The water for standard
consistency of 3 to 1 sand briquettes shall ordinarily be 10 per
cent. of the sand and cement by weight.  If the amount of water
for. standard consistency of neat cement of any particular brand
be less than 20 per cent., then the amount of water for standard
consistency of 3 to 1 sand briquettes for this particular brand
shall be one-half of the amount used in neat tests.

(7) PREPARATION OF BRIQUETTES.

(a) Hand-Made

(1) Near CeMENT. - The moulds shall be slightly oiled on
the inner side and placed upon a metal or glass plate. The
mixture of cement and water shall then be thoroughly worked
together (preferably in a Faija’s mixer) for five minutes. The
moulds shall then be filled well above the rim, so that the mortar
presents a convex surface.  With an iron trowel the mixture shall
then be patted, commencing at the side, first gently and then
harder until it becomes elastic and water appears upon its
surface. No after addition of the mixture shall be allowed, as
the briquettes must be of uniform density throughout. The
superfluous cement shall then % removed and the surface
smoothed by means of a knife Br sharp-edged trowel. The
moulds can only be removed when the cement has hardened
sufficiently. The briquettes shall then be placed in a damp
chamber (zinc lined) furnished with a lid (also zinc lined) to
prevent the irregular drying of the briquettes under varying
degrees of temperature.  After a period of 24 hours the briquettes
shall be laid in water and kept completely submerged during the
whole period of hardening. The proportion of water used shall
be stated in the report.

(2) Sanp aNp CemeNT.—Five pieces of blotting paper,
soaked in water, shall be laid upon a metal or glass plate, and
upon each piece of paper there shall be placed a mould, also
moistened with water. The cement and sand, in their specified
proportions, shall then be thoroughly mixed together, after which
the water shall be added, and the whole thoroughly worked for
five minutes.  With the mortar thus obtained each mould shall
be filled by one application so as to rise in a convex form above



