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ramd or mine would be the case of John Howard, tho prison re-fomier who opened the doors of dungeons, nnd who was able to d«more than ih pennitted t<, mo«t men to lessen the sum of human
miscTy D^d John Howard accomplish his work in a week ? hx amonh? Did he aecon.plish it in a lifetime? The work to
« Inch he .ave lus life still goes on, and other philanthropists are
taking It up and .-arrying it on in the same Une. John Howard
could not get legislation untU the people were educated up to the
views and sav^ eye to eye with him. The same applies to Wiiber-
oroe, who holi>ed to free tho slave ; to the life work of Shaftes-
bury and to bamuel Plimsoll, the seamen's friend. I repeat that it
IS id e to legislate until educaticm has done its work, until Dh,
pt>ople see eye to eye with those who ask for this or that advance
and until public sentiment is ripe it is idle to ask for extreu.e o^
heroic measures of legislation.

I have taken some pride in proving, to my own s^itisfaction, afc
any rate, tliat the people of this Province are eminently a sober
people. I nave accounted in my own mind, partly at least for this
eminently satisfactorily state of things by referring to tlie ,.:...
legislation of tliis chamber on twelve different occasions I do not
pretrud that legislation in itself and by itself alone accomplished
this great work. Then what did accomplish it? My answer
IB that every pulpit in this land, and tliere are tens of thou
sands of them, have assisted in bring about this great chaii-c- and
inpi-omoting temperance sentiment. I answer that .-very "school
house m this land, six or seven thousand of them, day by day and
month by month, has assisted in e<bi«itin^ our people up to a
greater and still greater advance on temperance liin^s. I ausuor
that the press of the co.intry-and no tongue can t.>U how lauch tU-
people of any country owe to the press in ita powerful adNor-acy of
reform-has contributed to this result, f say that every well rciu
lated home in this land, and eveiy happy fireside has contributedm bringing about this great result. And 1 <.,uinot say, I cannot
apply the scaler, I do not pretend to weigh or aieasure it, I cannot
say just to what extent the work of legislation h..9 contributed to
this result. I do argue that it has ,lone much, and what it has
done it has been able to do only wl.„-„ the oducaiional process ban
made the people ripe for tho legislation which the legislation from
time to tAme enacted.
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," ; ' "''«ga consiuoieu, in the light
«f all that lias bee), accomplished ~.,ur licenses, 3,000 lass in number


