
HIGH SCHOOL DRAWING COURSE.

OBJ 1XT DRAWING.

_
Object Drawing, ns ilistinKuisliccl from ]\lrali!l drawing,

13 tho didwiiig of objects fioin iiKiiiiiiry, or fioni thci kTiowlpclKo
of tlifircoiistnidioa possessed )iy thts stud.Mit, ,ind when in llio
exorcisea n, drawinj; of a taF)lo or ii eliair is asUcd for, it is sup poyed,
not tliat lio has a taolo or a cliair befoio liiiii to eojiy, Init that iio
knows the sliapo of tho difl'orent parts of a table or a chair, and
how they are put togetlier, and is so familiar with tho manner of
n^presenting lines of different kinds in dillerent positions, that ho
can without hesitation draw the different parts of a table or chair
ill any position that may bo re<niired.

Tlio necessity of possessing this knowledge of tho shape and
construction of familiar objects does not present any serious
difficulty, as it recpiires only that tlio student shall use his eyes.

Object drawing is in reality the combination of three other
blanches of eliMiientary drawing treated of in this scries, viz.:
I'reehaiul, Geometry and Perspective Drawing, and i.< the end
towards which all instruction in elementary drawing should
be directed. Though somewhat similar, as regards its ivsults, to
model drawing it is as much in advance as model drawing is in
advance of drawing from flat copies, inasmuch as it is almost
purely a mental process. Model drawing is copying what is seen

;

object drawing is drawing what ia imagined. In the one the
eyes supply the neiressary information ; in the other it is supplied
by tho memory and imagination.

_

Tho_ principles of perspective govern the representation of
objects in object drawing as in model drawing, and thus no new
facts or rules have to be learned. 15ut these principles have to be
applied practically, and this is apt to iniz/lo the student unless he
IS thoughtful. He must bo prepared to apply them to the repre-

senfalion of objects placed in any and all positions. It may be
well, therefore, to simplify thcMn as ]w\rh as possible.

It is patent to (!Verybo(!y that objects ai)pe/ir to decrease in
si/o as they are removed away from the eye. Hence, starting with
this fact, if two parallel lines of ecpial length, one being more
distant than tho other, bo represented in persjiiyctive, the more
distant one will appear to be the shorter, and if lines U: drawn
joining their extremities, they will, if produced, meet. Thus it
IS seen that tho principle of converging lines is depi'iident upon
the fact thus stated, in fact, all or nearly all the principles of
perspective can bo traced back to it.

Tho great majority of objects, especially tliose made by man,
can bo analysed, or resolved into the elements which enter into
the composition of their forms. These elements may be con
sidered to be the simple geometric planes and solids, and it may
bo necessary at times to further resolve tho solids into planes and
the [ilanes into lines. As an illustr.ition, a barrel may be .said to
be based upon the cylinder, a pail upon the frustum of the erne,
a table upon the parallelopiped, a house upon a parallelepiped and
a triangular prism, or a parallelopiped and a pyramid, etc.

As a matter of fact it may bo said, that if a student possesses
the ability to represent properly any of the geometric planes and
solids 111 any position, he can draw any manufactured object that
can be mentioned.

The manner of representing geometric planes will be con-
sidered first.

Commencing with tho square : —It will need but a moment's
thought to convince any one that if a square bo in a plane which
is perpendicular to the picture plane and which contains tho


