
do so just at the edge of the bud scaler, although somctimi-s one will pierce the scales

themselves, lu a few cases larrs were noted entering buds which bad not begun to

swell, but which were still in a dormant state. Uver the entrance to the burrow, the

caterpillar spins a fine net-like web. The larva burrows to the centre of the bud both

by means of eating itii way in, the material passing through its alimentary canal, and

by biting (
' and carrying bits of leaf to the outside. The latter method is used when

the insect is piercing the tough outer layers of the bud.

" Should the temperature drop after a warm day has tempted the caterpillars to

come out of hibernation, but before they have had the opportunity to enter a bud, they

will seek shelter under loose bark on the limbs. Many larva> were found under the

bark on April 16, but by April 2:i all had apparently entered bud>.

" As before mentioned, the larva upon entering the bud makes its way directly to

the centre, there feasting on the tender ovary of the unopened flower, a few only

attacking leaf-buds. It ie this habit which causes tlie greatest amount of injury, for

often every bud on a large limb will be affected. After consuming the inner portions,

the larva- feed upon the leafy tissue of the bud, remaining within '<iitil the bud expands

an<l the leaves begin to unfold.

" As the first leaves open out, the larva fastens them together, spinning its fine

strand of silk as it crawls about. It now constructs for itself a shelter or cocoon of

silk, often rolling over the edge of a leaf and constructing '!t from within, or bringing

the tips of several leaves together and spinning it in the midst, or making a combina-

tion of the two methods. As a rule, the larvsB during the day nre to lie found at rest

within this cocoon, giving evidence for the supposition that the insects are nocturnal

feeders.

" On May 15 it was noticed that some of the nests in the leaves were empty, and

by the next day a large percentage of the larvae had disappeared. However, a search

revealed the caterpillars under bits of loose bark on the limbs and trunk constr\icting

cocoons in which to pupate. On large trees where there is a great deal of roughened

bark the cocoons are difficult to locate, but on smaller trees they will be found clus-

tered in the crevices on the trunk ; this is especially true on young pear trees, where

most of the bark is smooth, affording the insects no shelter. A search among the leaves

and debris on the ground beneath the trees revealed a few larvw transforming in the

shelter there afford"o.

'The las) ig larvsp in the orchard were found on June 10. Thus the larval

stage covers a > period of about 10 months.
" The firsi )f the lesser bud-moth were found on May 18 under the loose

bark op tiie tru..iis of young peach trws, encased in their small, white silken cocoons.

The last larvae to pupate in the rearing cages did so on June Ifi. The average time

spent n-i a pupa is about 19 days, varying, however, from lit to .30 days."

Ill Nova Scotia the following facts regarding the life-history of the lesser bud-

moth may be of interest to orchardists. All data were collected in 191.").

May 10.—LarvH" first entering buds.

July 1-12.—Larva- pupating.

July 2!>-August 4.—Adults emerging.

Late August.—Larva- hibernating.

Desciiiptiox of Recurvaria nnn-clla Tib.

" Some of the eggs received had been loosely deposited among the hairs on the

underside of an apple leaf, singly or s( veral sticking together, for the most part along

tlie veins of the leaf. Another lot had been deposited on a twig under the edge of a

small scale. The egg is oblong, inclined to bo cylindrical, though irregularly so. and

1 Bull. No. lis. U.S. D»partment of AKflculture, by Scott and Paine.


