: .The Conventxon on the Contmental Shelf is- of specral‘rmportance since . 1t'

is the ﬁrst mternatronal instrument dealing with this subject. It grants to coastal %

' 7 states soverexgn nghts over the exploratron and explortatlon of the natural resources

- of the sea bed and subsoil of its coast toa depth of two hundred metres or to af
. greater depth if exploitation is possible. - o oo RN f
i Lastly, an optronal protocol provrdes for the compulsory Judrclal settlement
- of dlsputes. i o < E - i b ’=

- These achlevements 1llustrate the 1mmense scope of the work of the Conference.

A

'Fallure of the Conference to Agree on the Extent
“of the Temtonal Sea or Fishing Zones L S ]
~ These mstruments may not have achxeved the recognmon they deserve as 1mportant ]

: ‘and far-reachmg steps forward in maritime law, because attentlon has largely a2
~ been focused onthe failure to agree at Geneva on the questrons of the breadth '_
of the territorial sea and a coastal state’s rights in the contrguous ﬁshmg zone.

; " The work of the Geneva Conference-will, in fact, remain an mcomplete edlﬁce
~until it is supplemented and completed by clear and unequivocal rules on these i
" matters. However, the failure to reach agreement on the questions of territorial §

~sea and fishing limits was not looked upon as final; and, before the Conference :
Kadjoumed a resolutlon ‘was adopted calling on the General Assembly of the 5
.+ United Nations at its next session to-study the advrsab1hty of convening another ';
o conference to deal with the questions left unsettled by the 1958 Conference. Thisk;
' 'request was acted upon by the General Assembly at its thirteenth session in 1958'
. by an almost unanimous resolution, the Assembly asked the Secretary-General tof:
' 'convoke a Second Conference in March or April 1960 “for the purpose of consrd
ering further the questrons of the breadth of the territorial sea and ﬁshery hmlts

In the preamble to the resolutron the General Assembly recognized that’ agree

ment on 'these questxons would "be hkely to contnbute ‘substantially to th

- ]essemng of international tensrons and to the preservatlon of world order an
,'peace” The Second Conference will thus have an agenda hmrted to two 1tems £
;.terntonal sea limits and ﬁshmg zones. : = R

.= Territorial Sea and Coastal State Jurisdiction Before the First Conference _
- ) 'In the nineteenth century the three-mile limit for the breadth of the terrltorral se
. was accepted by many but not all members of the 1nternatlonal commumty o ’
. nations. In the course of the present century, and partrcularly after the fallure o :
the Hague Codxﬁcatlon Conference in 1930 a large and growrng number of state

3 have either extended thelr temtonal seas beyond the. three—mlle limit,. or: hav A
- claimed Junsdrctlon over certain areas of the hlgh seas for partrcular purposes ?

/zone for fiscal or samtary purposes. In addltlon over two dozen countnes an _
temtones have made clalms 10 exercise limited Jurlsdlctxon over the contmenta 2

o




