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VOLUNTEERSCannikan A-test: an in depth view
For York Student Clinic needed. The 

clinic is holding a meeting for volunteersExcalibur writer Robin Rowland who lived in 
Kitimat at the time of the catastrophic Good 
Friday earthquake which hit Alaska and coastal 
British Columbia in 1964 writes why he opposes the 
nuclear test in the Aleutian Islands.

series of faults on earth — the Pacific Ring. We 
had a part of the faulty earth’s advantages. 
Twenty miles from town were the Lakelse hot 
springs where you could swim outdoors when it 
was below zero. One hundred miles to the east in 
the Nass valley is Canada’s little known volcano. 
Lava Lake is a beautiful piece of unspoiled 
wilderness.

The Good Friday earthquake was the strongest 
to hit North America since 1899. At the end, 115 
were dead, 4,500 homeless; Anchorage, Kodiak, 
Valdez, Seward and other fishing villages lay in 
ruin.

on
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1 at 1 pm

in the lounge, ground floor, Vanier 
College Residence.By ROBIN ROWLAND

I was watching television, my parents were 
talking in the kitchen and my sister was in her 
room. It was about 8:10 pm.

As I rose to go into the kitchen, the chair behind 
me hit my legs; the dining room table shook. My 
stomach tingled; the candy dish on the table 
moved.

In the kitchen, my mother felt her chair move. 
Later she realized it was the floor moving under 
the chair. My father thought there had been a 
heavy explosion, perhaps at the local aluminum 
plant.

“What was that?” my mother asked.
“Earthquake,” I said suddenly realizing what 

had happened. At 13 I was very excited about the 
idea.

A few hours earlier, at 5:36 pm the earth along 
the gulf of Alaska had moved, causing a major 
earthquake. The radio told of heavy damage and 
deaths in Anchorage.

The quake raised the beach at Kodiak two feet, a 
crevice broke open so suddenly and so violently it 
split a tree neatly in two; the main and after 
shocks produced gigantic tidal waves. Valdez was 
hit both by the quake and one of the waves. Kodiak 
had a dozen waves and tremors, Seward went up 
along with its oil tank farm, three waves washed 
away the village of Kaguyak.

That is how I remember, with the help of an old 
National Geographic, what happened on the 
periphery of the Good Friday earthquake.

It reminded us all that we lived on the greatest
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Slightly north at Sitka, Alaska, 16 foot waves 

crashed ashore. Waves hit Port Alberni on Van
couver Island and wrecked fishing boats as far 
south as Crescent City in northern California. 
Seven hundred and fifty million dollars damage 
was done in Alaska alone.

The memory of the terror may explain in a 
small way the heated opposition of the people of 
Alaska, British Columbia, Oregon, Washington, 
California, Hawaii, and Japan to the upcoming 
Cannikan nuclear test on Amchitka in the Aleutian 
Islands.

For the ecologically minded, it is part of a en
vironmental issue with fear of radiation leakage 
and subarctfc eco system damage. But most 
important is the risk that the highly unstable crust 
in that region will be affected causing disastrous 
consequences.

To continue the Cannikan test, even if there is 
only a minor risk, and few say the risk is minor, is 
complete and utter madness.

The U.S. moved their tests from Nevada to the 
Aleutians and the smaller electorate. Yet I 
question the right of the U.S. to set off the test 
anywhere.
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MACHINESE is.■ Between the bugs and the henz, there's a balanced 

machine. A car that lasts longer, saves money 
on gas and maintenance, yet, provides the high 
quality of engineering and design of the most 
luxurious limousines. It's the new Peugeot 304. 
Inside, we've got a large sumptuous interior, 
with deep padded, fully reclining seats, 
broadloom throughout, and surprisingly large 
leg room and trunk space.

And the engineering detail and roadability 
are truly exceptional. Front 
wheel drive on this Peugeot 304 
literally pulls you safely

through the tightest corners, and a four-wheel 
independent suspension svstem which keeps you 

on ex en keel at all times, with radial ply tires 
and rack and pinion steering lor sure road grip, 

and precise turns. And when faced with those 
inevitable sudden stops — power assisted disc 
brakes up front. Stainless steel trim all around, 

and up to thirty miles to every gallon of gas. 
So test driv e a balanced machine. The new 

Peugeot 304. It's lots more than basic trans
portation — at a price 

that shouldn't tip 
you over.
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