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A Wînter Land.cape-Oil Painting by A. Suzor-Cote, recently purehased for the Canadian National Art Gallery.

A Painter of W inter *Landscap e
By ST. GEORGE

ADISTINCTIVE, national art, the product ofslow evolutionar>' growth, has not yet corne
ta Canada. Nevertheless, the past twenty-
five years has eenr a marked iinpetus to the

encouragement given artistie tendencies in this coun-
try, and the work of native artists is now attracting
the attentioni of critics in Europe and the United
States.

As yet the influence of the Continental schools
must in tlie main lie reflected in the viewpoint and
technique of Canadian artists. At 'the samne time
there are those who possess marked individualit>',
and more particularly is this evidenced in landscape
work.

Much proniising inaterial rernains yet to lie ex-
ploited, anid the tendency ini producing scenes essen-
tiali>' Canadian has been to ove r-emrnplia sise. the
months of autumn and winter--either a blaze of
orange and amnber, or bleak drear>' stretches of anow
with the inevitable pille woods.

Most of the notable work, mnoreover, has been
along winter landscape lines. Mr, Horatio Walker
lias donc much meritorious work, and although lie
is a member af the Nýational Academy we stilf4jeal-
ou-sI> claim 'himi as our own.- Among the artists in
the Province ai Quebec who have successfully paint-
ed snow scenes with forceful realism may bie men-
tioned Mr. Maurice Cullen' and Mr. A. Suzon-Cote.
The former during the past surrimen touched thie
frixige of a hitherto little exploited field, an-d in, his
Montreal studio are numerous proxnlsing studies ai
icebergs off the Newfoundland coýast. Mr. Suzor-
Cote lias also brought a fine colour sense and deft-

BURGOYNE

niess ai execution to bear on his work in delineating
snlow-clad country.

His pictune "The Hilîside Settlement, Wînter,"
recentI>' exhibîted at the Royal Canadian Academny
in Hamilton, and purchased by the Advisory Coun-
cil for the National G'allery at Ottawa, reveals in
coloun, composition, an-d technique a maturity which
promises much in tlie future. The landscape with
tlie sillit snowv, acnoss which fail transparent
sliadows of blue, the ridi sombre green of tlie pines,
the log huts and the weather-stained tree-tnunks al
develop a sdheine of palpitating colour suncliarged
with dliarm.

Mr. Suzor-Cote'depicts the texture of snow witli
the tauich which denotes long &tudy and faithful ob-
servation. Painted witli vigoun andà directness there
is still the suggestion of fleeciness-snow instead of
whitewash.

Equal>' faithfuil lias been lis paniting of snow
elsewhere than ini Canada. The writer recalîs a
srnall canvas sliowing early spring in a village out-
side Paris. The atmospliene is softened with a melt-
ing mist of elusive silver gre>', and beneath the
warming rays of a pale sun the colour of tlie roofs
shows tlirough the patches of dissolving white. Gaps
of nondescript tone are revealed in the meadowland,
an-d there is in the picture tlie xnagic music of eaves
dripping water an-d tlie gungle of brooks fneed once
more.

Mr. A. Suzor-Cote was born at Artliabaska, P.Q.
His fathen, wlio died in 1904, was a notar>' witli
highl>' developed artisitic tendencies. Iii ig9o, the
young student went ta Paris, where lie situdied alter-

nately at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts and at J'
Academy. Four years later he exhibited
$alon, was awarded a medal at the Univers,
hibition, i900, ani Honourable Mention at the
the following year, also being by the French
ernrnent in that year created an Officer of Aca

His works represent a 'long list, but a-01
principal onles is a pastoral, exhibited at the
1898, and acquired by Mr. b. J. Forget, of Moi
"Poachers near the Pire," purchased by Mr.
Lemay; of Montreal; and the "Return fro
Fields," Salon, i904, acquired b>' the/Canadiar.
ernrffent.

His historical picture, "The Landing of Jý
Cartier at Quebec, 1535," shawni at the Sa]
îgo6, has been characterised b>' Sir William
Horne as the ýbest historical picture in Ameri

The well-known New York millionaireý
Thomas F. Ryan, iii 19o8, commissioned Mr.
Cote ta painit four large decorative panels fi
castie in Virginia, an-d also a lufe size portrait
mother.

In December last he was commissioned b
Speaker Of tne Upper Houise at Ottawa ta pai
portrait of Sir Wîlfrid Laurier, and has re
completed one of the Hon. P. Pelletier, Speal
the Lower ?Hotise at Qulehec. At the preseni
hie is engaged in the vicinit>' of lus homne niI
series of rural scelles 'for Mrs. Fulford, of 1
ville, Ontario.

Several galleries in Fturope and Amnerica
examples Of bis work, and hie is also fayot
known in Paris as a sculptor, his first work,
Canadian Trapper,' representing an old Car
hunter ptillîng a fur-laden toboggan throuigl
suow, being exhibited inl i907 at the Salon
Societe National des Beaux Art%~ Music.,arid
ing hiave also enigaged his serious attention, am1
an operation on his throat necessitated the ci
ment of hi,, energies in these branches after
years' study at the Paris Conservatory.


