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Editorial
Germany's Downf al

T HERE is something part'icularly sad in the down-
above all peoples but now she je dishonored
f al of Germany. She might have been honored

for evermore. She might hatle led in induotry,
education and in ail the arts of peace, but now ahe
must sufer in humiliation and in poverty until
centuries have passed away. She has lost not only
weàlth, power and opportunity, but hier good name.
Sàddest of ail is this, that 8he deserved not the good
n 'àme previously bestowed upon her. The wvar has
revealed hier true clharacter. For however much we
may admire industry, efficiency, organization and
painsteking thoroughness, we forget them ail when
they, are placed over agaiinst deceit, broken faith,
ruthlesse eavagery, and indescribable hestiality. It is
as if one of our friends whom wve regarded as a
inodel of propriety, sud piety had suddenly made
himsecf known as a moral leper, or a common thief.

We muet. be careful that in losin'g fEbith in Germany
wve do nut lose faith in inanlkind. Rather must we
dweli upon the other pictures that are crowding fast
upon us to-day. Russ emerging from hier olrysalis,
America awaking ito lber responsibility, the over-seas
dominions joning in with the Motherland, the whoie
w'orld in arma against a estrong, 'but ignoble power-.
alil tÙ~ese restore 'our confidence. i

The world is not wrong at heart. After the great
shock it will right itself. It will be purified as hy
fire, and rendered humble through asa and suffering.
Yet we can 'but wish that it h.ad ail been otherwise-
that Germainy had neyer been Prussianized, that she
had neyer been misled by faise ambition and lust for
gain, but that ehe were what-she seemed to be in the
olden day--a worthy competitor -in science, art and
industry, and a leader ainong earth's peuples.. May
our next iidl n"À have feet of dlay and heart of iron.

The Railway Situation

A PTER that report of the Railway Commission,
there iis only one thing to do-to foilow the
advice ef the majority. .Ater aIl, why, ghouidn't

the people wbIo pay the price own the con cern? The
nominal ewners of the ruade 'have put little of their
owvnwealth-intothem. They have merely fin anced on
the credit of the Dominion and the provinces. The
only real difficulty lis in getting the management of
the roads free from politioSl euntrol. This difficuty
can be overcome. Gradually we are learn'ing that the
patronage systein mut go, that a Civil Service Comn-
mission muet take the place of the Government in
moEking ail appointments, with perhaps a f ew neces-
sary exceptions. ýuch a Commission if given power
could name a 3oard of Control for the Canadian
Railway System. One's best wieh fis that national
railway in Canada wouid for a short time get a real
chance. The tory of the Intercolonial and the G.T.P.
is 'a 'sory of colossal mismanagemcat and extrava-
gance. With non-political managers in control, the
state-controlled roade would be just as profitable as
the Canadian Pacifie Railway. It wouldn't be a bad
thing for us just now to ow'n a Nationaql Transporta-
tion System.

The Australian Way

ONE would like to refrain from speaking out but
0that would be cowardly. Thinge have reached -such

a pass that extremne measures muet he taken. 0w-
ing to the high coat of the necessities of lifeithe poor are
ecarcely subie to live, -nd this 'despite the fact that
there isa abundance. Tiiere is no reason why flour
should be over six dollars a sack, why potatoe should
bc two dollars a bushel, and eggs f orty cents a dozen.
These prices would not remain twenty-four hours with
legilators alive to their duties. The oniy explana-
tion thote an be given for inaction-for the Order-in-
(Oouncil of la'st Novemnber is worse than inaction-is
inconîpetency or design. The M.\ontreal Hcrald has
put the niatter very plainly, and every one shnutld
read the criticism. Remember thdis is no party matter.
So far'as we can make out the apathy or helplessne-s
in general. One almost loses f aith in democrac.
But here is the article mcntioned:

"WVhile ina real effort bas been. made bh'v the ('ana-
<ien Government to combat price-h)oost'ingý, excellenut
resuIts have been obtainied in this direction by tlio
Covernment of Australia. That country bas a simpler,
more direct-and consequently efficient-method of
dealing with -the situation than that enmliodied in the
Canadîan Government's Order-in-Council. The latter
puts ail the responsibility on to the municipalities.
l'lie Austrailian Goverrnnîent assumnes the responsi-
hilitv and acts. Under the Australian Xar Prose-
cition Price Regulation passed in July, 1916, a
co)mmuissioner is eppointed for eacli State of thfi
L'omniunwealth, and a federal cornrisioner oo-ordli-
nates the work. It is providi'd tluat t1iv commissioer
in ans' Stote mav reconînenrd that a certain article
of food or an ' other (ommoditl- v c eladoclared a
inecessary coinmoditv under the rcgiilatiouis. Evidenctu
is tien taken under oath as to t1i' est of the raNv
material, thie average cost of djdýrlutionT, existing
wage awvards. freight cha-rges anud ail the factors
whieh govern the actual enof ridlt<landsr-
biition. On tiis evidenci' the ýc'orninîissioner thi-i
recoTflmnds a price. wili-sal If ad retai . at w loit-
the commodity is tjo be sold. Wi'tlî regard to ,(Yds

mportea, the importer is required to produe the
original invoices.

"?By Ne~w Year last the Commonwealth of Autralia
had already succeeded in fixing the pricç of a large
range of commodibies, 'without subjecting the trading
community to any material hardahips." Flour seils
in Queensland at $3.45 a bag, and in South Australixa
at $2.96 a bag. (In Winnipeg it is now around $6.65
a sack.) Butter ail over the Commonwealth selîs at
36 cents a pound. Other items on which prices have
been fixed iinclude bran, bread, bacon, biscuits, cheese,
cocoa, hame, infants' food, jam, milk, meats, uatneal,
rolled oats, rice, soupe, and the number -ie being added
to every week. Investigation is also being mode iu4o
bouots and shoes.

"lse i to be wondered at tbat while the people are
reading every day of what other counitries are doing
in the matter uf ontrolling the prices of necessities of
if e, they should be indignant.land disgusted st the

fact that nothing bas been done by their own Govern-
ment except to pase oan Order-in-Ceuncil which the
Oity Attor.ney of Montreal declares actually protêets
price-boostere instead of punishing themV'

Potatoes and Other Things

H 0W should the prioe of potatoes be regulated?
Out st Manitou or a iittle beyond, thie farmer je
selling at a dollar a bushel. Here fin Winnipeg

the price at the corner grocery store is $2.25. Does
it cost $ 1.25 for transportation and handling? Apart
from that question let us ask another. Why should
the price of the vegetable ever be $2.25 a bushel in
Manitoba or lin Canada? A l'ttle investigation early
in the semson would have enabled a goverinent ta
find out -the avaïlable supply, and to fix a reasonable
selling price. It deoes eeem that prices of the great
commodities muet be fixed in order te prevent gam-
blers and blood-suckers from rebbing the people. For
noth'ing lis clearer than that the great speculators
standing in between producers and consumners are
mainly responsible for the increase in prices.

ltit j reported on pretty good authority that
one wealthy firm is -in the field already buying
up all the eggs possible in order to store them up for
the winter. l'e t true? If so, why ghould the thing
continue? le a government not supposed te rogulate
trade and morale? How long would a g'overnmen.t in
Great Britain or in Germany permit this? Our, legis-
lators should either resign or get busy.

National Spirit

TN these days of supreme trial we value men
ipossessed of national spirit, and rightly condemn

those wbo are lacking in this regard. There are
not a few in the Empire who should be condemned.
When the cali came it is nothing lees than marvel-
eus how the various factions, classes and creede fer-
got their differences, yet there are a few se emal
and mean that they have neyer been able to lose
themselves in the greater issue. AIl around us are
men wbo instead of helping tbe Empire are using
the occasion te strengthen tbeir racial, religious or
economie piosition. Though one is compelled to
refrain f rom mentioning names jusit now, the day
of accounting îvill surely corne. Acrose the sea, the
came thing is occurring. The tempest in the Irish
tea-pot stili continues. Ulsterites, Nationalists andl
Sein Feiners, ail of them perhaps partly right in
their contentions, yet show a surprisîng littieness in
continiuing their agitations at this time. Wby sbould
people strive to settie their family jars, when bur-
glars are invading the home?

Outsi5le the Empire tbere are evidences of poor
juidgrnent or worse. One cannot wonder that in
Rxiisia there should be sectional feeling. The forces
of the enemy are at work, and the mass of the people
do not yet know their friends. More than that, they
are not sufficîently alive to the situation to be able
to estitnate the signifleance of the war. Fortunately
in the United States in spite of the natural leaning
of many citizens to the opposite camp, there is yet
a commiendable unanimity and a determination ta
fight the issue to a successful finish. In Frane
there is apparently no thought but'one. Why theti
in our country should there be indecision or petty
wrangling'!Itit ay be one year or ten until the war
end&. Entil that time let us aet as if our national
position and our eternal salvation depepded upon our
loyalty ta the great cause-the cause of freedom andI
righteousness.

Conscription

AFEW ypars aga many of uq would have pinnedA or faith Io the voluinteer svstem. %Ve Nuîtil
have taken the grtîund that me,,n wuo <f thvir

own vu 111 clist for seýrvi(c, arc more likely te showv
c(uuragi' and tlevotitîn, than men wýho arec uompelîd
ta takv ilçai rî.

T1hi ýni a la juite truc, but it (locs n<t meet
I lle <-a- at all. The men whe are willing to
,, ;ire uit a 14 - t ienn %-he :hîii1d go, andmi iuî
of thoým' < e orn ryl hebh inul sheîî11 ldluein t he rank'ý..
It i, nid fair I bat thle bd, the stroiigî'-t and l lras <'4

honi 1(1 figh t for th e f a g, n1ile p tipi e of dii uibtînii
itivait -.ayd firigi n uiulrea p theu
Te\t ard, (J iteor'v. oatvi f aruv ila or seci-
t ion .shouid uot h j erinitted. I in lfîn-i -e warfare

every man should b.e expected to stand to the guns.
There is great resentment ameng the men at the
front, because in certain sections~ of Canada there is
ne raily to service. One man put it in a nutshell the
other day when lie said: "Eîtber enscriptioii imme-
diately or a civil war in Canada when the war is
over." Men wbo will nut fight for their country
do not deserve te hold a stake in the cpuntry. It
is te tbe credit et Premier Borden that h.e has pro-
nounced himself in favor et conscription. Our best
and braveet cannet be allowed te make the supreme
sacrifice in order te preserve this land for the chil-
dren ef slackers and for those whvise atitachment
te England and Canada is only in name.

Prevention of Waste

E VERBODYthat'arrives home from Turope has
tesiestory te tell regarding the scarcity -of

food products, and the effort ef the people to
economize.

WVe are told that Canadians and Americans do net
begmn te understand what food saving means. This
ie probably true, and there is of course, a réasen
for it in the tact thait supplies are furniehed in' sueh
abundance. There le no felt need et gleaning ýn
fields when the yield le ever thirty bushele an acre,
and ne need of eaving petate peelings when' thé
produet leseo great. It ie a cemmon practice te select
only the best of all f ood producte and to thr,ýw
away the balance. A little thought will convince
any ose that the practice ie net wiee. Thait whlch
le moet easily convertible into food is net always
the besat food. The discarded portio-ni; costain ege-
mente needed for suetenance. Whole wheait bread la
more nutritieus than that made trami white flour;
the ekin et a baked petate supplies something that
the tarcby ineide dees net contain. When the POT-
tions et food ueually discarded are properly treated,
they turnieh dihes jusit as palatable as oithae. Maîqy
people preter heeh te steak, and Scotch broth ta
consomme. Every time usable f ood la thrown away
some one le robbied-some one here or In some other
lend. it ia thefefore righit that concerted efforts
should be put forth tei save f ood supplies'

Now, in this matter a word et kinly advlce mlght
be in place. There are in every communlty thos.
w',ho have learned the art et eavisg-motheris of poor
familles, and especia ly mothers who have known the
hardehipe of pioncer lit e. How would It do te lot
thesd >ave the platform at Foed Savlng gatheringet
A lady who has alwaye had two or three servantis,
and who knows nothisg about cooklsg theoreically
or practically, may look very eweet and may utter
very wisee ayings, but she cannot epeak as one
havingauthor ty. nBu when a good, sensible matren
with experience telle how she made a meal from left-
overs, or wben a trained couk telle' how he made
the briskeit as palatable as tenderlein, there in somne-
thing worth while in the recital et experience. In other
wvords there is a time when the protessional woman'a
leader may ivell take a baek seat and learn.

A Worthy Institution

S OLDIERIR returning f rom the front tell of the
Ogreat %vork being donc by the Y. M. C. 'A.

Evidently it le performing a service that
cotild net -be succesefully undertaken by the relig-
loue denominations as sec, nor by thé regular
chaplains, sme ot whom are xeessarily poorly
adapted to work of this nature. In Eîlgland and
France the Y. M. C. A. bas learned how to reach
and help aIl classes et mes, and it hae reached them
in many ways. This experiesce will be et great use
atter the war is over. At prement morne Associations
are but clubs for mer ot airly gond familles. 'Tbey
are in a sense exclusive. This will not bie the case
after this. The Association, usp'tul as it bas; been in
the pasit, will bc doubly useful in the future. WilI
churches just as readily adapt themselves te new
conditions? If sot they muet loec their prestige and
power.

Why Alaska was Purcbased
LTALF a century ago the government et the

i iUnited 'States hought t rom the government et
Etusela the peninsula of Alska for $7,250,000.

Thî hbargain wxas made iu Mareh, 1967, a tew menthe
bef<>re the Dominion wae formed.

Addressing thé Ottaiwa ('anadian club a few
weeke ugo, M.ýr. Elihu Root, mie of the most
distinguishied of living citizens of the United States,
said that the hope in whielh Secretary Seward, st
Washington, reecommended to Congrems that Alska
lic purchased, and used lis powcrf ii influience to have
that hitge rra] estitte transaction carried through,
wws' that it might facilitaie the gaining of terxitory
on the PacifieCo(iast 1)iv the 'Uited Statffl. Mr.
Root wus at thatfitr a stifflent in Mr. Seward's law
office, fin that fliere ran lit' no doubt that ho knew
what he was talking aliut. li le mada thet state-
ment to the Ottawa (':iriatlianibîcîuu-and added'that
he coild cay, i l] sinterit 'y anil in the knowledge that
the ovcu-wliîliuig ruajirit 't'vif lis feflow-rouutrymen

.grJdwith fiirri, thatli was gla<l that Mr. F4,ward's3
hope of luitijîering flue formation oif the Dominion,

ctrtt~in (rvu l,ejtiv te Pacifie,, carne to nothiug,
arud glatI tlt iftlî I*iltî'l States luai as it.s neighhor
on the ituh a gret':înuatiomn, ini cvery seuse of the word.
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