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kepthe mloisture fromi escaping. Cultiva-

tion during the sumîiner to, loosen the surfaceti

soul and destroy w eeds mnust alW ays be wi

doue.(t,(loue.wl

Cltivation of the Trees. an

After the trees are planted, they khould Ee

at once he cultivatetj to loolen the soi anti Pl

keep in the moisture. This is a 'natter that

is often neglected and the trees suifer. It th

does niot take long to do, and it pays well, w

for often one fintis a plantation dohng pro- a~

bably -,ell enough, but not nearly s-o well as p

that of a neighbor 's under preciccely similar s

céonditions, even to the nuniber of titues the g

eultivator was ubeti, the only differeuce be- b

tweeTi thein bciug that one was citîtivateti v

at the right timte andi the other was Dot.E

In Other Parts of Alberta.

With the country to the east-the 'dry- h

farmiflg' country-there neeti be no difficul- n

ty about tree-growing, for the saine niethods F

of preparation and treaffliett fouind E0 suc- t

cessful in Sas-kathCý,van and Manitoba are i

just as successful here, anti there is no y

uulore risk of damnage from frost-hurt (in- t

deed, probably less) than in borne of the dis-

tricts ton ard the iiorth of these two pro-

vinces.
The growing of trees iu the other parts of

Alberta (L.e., north anti east of the Chinook

country) does tiot differ mnaterîally froin

wbat has heen Faid about the south. The

winters are steady andi the dryiug eifects

of the windls are not bo apparent, but the

sýane cultivation anti preparation previens

to planting are just as neevsary as farther

Arranging the PliantatÎou.

*The beFt w ay tu arrange the plantations

Would be tu 'plant, -,ay, three beits, ruunnug

uorth and south acro-s the f ami, one on the

extreflie m es-t, andi the other two one-third

and two-thirds of the way acroci', respec-

tively. .The,ý e wýould faoon furnish shelter

enough for aIl purpobeq, andi xhen such a

tuovefieut cSOnes tu be universally taken up,

there will le uie a <cbauge in the appear-

ance of Alber-t'ts prairies, as tnell as in

-oîne of the cîinatie conditions of the coun-

try- An alternative arrangement vvould ho

to plant E.,imilar beits ail around the fieldis,

but, as the prevailing wiuds lu Southern AI-

berta are froin the w-est Fouthwest, pro-

bably the north andi -outh -trips wouid be

best.
la order that tbey nîay ho establie-hed and

niaintaineti eeonomfically, the plantations

xvould require ta he about twenty-two yards

wiide andi the trees three feet apart. This

Feenis cloEe plautitig, but it wonid mean at

least one year le-'s cultivatiflg - a matter

of sorne importance to a busy farmer. Trees

:at three feet apart uEually require only two

years cufliyiitiofl, wb'ile those at four feet

take three years andi sometimufs more.

The cost need not be excesEîve. A f ew

onsand euttings of Russian poplar and

110w and a tbonFand cottonwood trees

bese to be u-ed as a supply nursery froffi

ich to get cuttings for the plantations)

d about two thousand maple, ash and elm

edlings every year would be sufficient to

ant an acre, at 4,840 trees to the acre.

Planting can be done at the rate of on1e

ousand trees per day per man, workiflg

ith a spade, so that two men could finish

n acre in ab >out two and a half days. The

oplars, cotumod and willows would

?eedily reaeh a good height and furnish a

reat deal of fihelter, which could not f ail to

enefit the land to the eastward of them,

hile the inaples w ould mnaintain the neces-

ary ground 1hade and ineidentally develop

uto poles.
Tree-plantiflg has a great future in Ai-

erta. It is a country of very recenit settie-

tent anti there is conseqflently very littie

oil drift at present. But At is also a coun-

ry of rnuch wind-mueh worge than its

ighbors ta the east-and in a very few

oears the farmers of Alberta wilU be face

o face with the problem mnany of the f arm-

ers of Saskatchewan are facîng now, viz.,

110w to preveut the drifting of the soil',

only lu a more accentuated form. The

growing of winter wheat will help to sorne

extent, but the only sure aud safe way is

for each fariner to protect bis own f arn by

plantiflg trees.
This xvholesale planting xnay appear a

littie premature, but it is not. No one will

question the need of it and we know nowV

w hat trees xviii grow andi the best way to

Fet about growing thei. There are plenty

of farmers now in the country prosperotis

enough to stand the littie extra time neces-

ýary to prepare and maintain an acre or

two of trees. If such plantations are ever

undertaken (andi they will be soine day) they

must jusi-t be figured on as part of the year's

work on the farin, and attended to systen-

atically like everythiug elhe, otherwise they

hati f ar better be left alone.

Tbree four-rod beits across the fields would

corne to about txwelve acres pet quarter-

Fection, and a plantation of similar width

ail around would be sixteeli aeres--not a

Very large area, andi certainly not ton mucb

if tbe country is to have Ats proper comple-

ment of trees. Such plantations wouid ans-

uer, to "ome extent, the fuel question, wbieb

is just as likely, in Foine bard wnter in the

future, to hecome acute as it bas in 1past sea-

ýons of that character. Moreoyer, if mixeti

farining is to beconie the sysftem followed

ln the west (andi no one eau doubt that it

wili corne vooner or later) sueh belts of trees

will be of the greatest use lI u1dWtoring the

stock. Work for the bired meon la the Win-

ter, too, is a pressing problem which the

thiining of the woods and th* oltting up

of the cordwood will help te rilve ih the

Yeats to coine.


