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Licntenant Meciiav to Captain Kevierr, C.B.
. ILM.Ship *Reolute,” Winter Quarters,
S, Z0th Octuber 1852

Truve the honour to enclose a journal of my proceedings and track
chart of my route while in command of the 3 elville branch of ~ch'r(:~.

1 procecded on the 220 September with the sledges Discove cry” and
T mrh», the latter under XMr. G. 5. Nares (mm 1tc), provisioned and
equipped for 25 days, and curying a depot of 20 days’ provisions for spring
aperations : also a chart for land travelling.

After rounding Cape Bounty on the 23d ult. i company with three
sledges of the Banks Land Division, found the water mn in towards the
beach, which obliged us to land to the castward of Cape Halse and proceed
along it to within a short distance of Point Wakcham. Being unable to
drag the sledges over the beach, the cart was loaded with the heavy
lmggn e and m.mncd by half the crews, while the sledges proceeded with
the test along the beach and Wroundcd hummocks. On the 24th we
experienced a heavy gale {rom the north with a blinding snow-dritt, which,
tooether with the dzlh(ult. ¢t keeping the cart and aledgc: n company-
(the former havi ing been con~1dcmb1\ (lea'rcd by being upsct), obliged us
to encamp and re main so until noon of the ‘).)th. and on the afternoon of
thit dayv we arrived at an old floe, over which we travelled and arrived at
the dcpvt ot the morning of the 26th.  \fler tahing it up p.u'tcd company
with the Banks Land parties and procecded to the head of Winter Harbour,
‘)t which peint T deposited the cart and 160 Tbs. of pemmican.  Our journey

cross Mehille land to Liddon's Gulf ()Ccuplcd until Qctober 4th. On both
thc 23th and 26th we lost half’ a day’s jowney, the former date from bad
weather, the Tatter in search of o man who was tm seven hours lost in a
snow drilt while searching for a rifle missed trom the sledge the night before.
The sledges not being ad: 1ptcd tor land travelling, and the snow bcmn- too
decp tor the cart, we were obliged to contrive various means for “f(.ttll‘"‘
our heavy loads along. \Lﬂ\mn portages, double manning, toncthcr
with many hours of ~t¢mdmn pulh. were d'n]\' resorted to.

Within five miles o{' the sca on cach side the land wasmore bare of snow
and very stony. In the centre the snow was gcncmﬂ\ about a toot deep, but
0 loose and soft that the sledges cut through it to the ground. We found
thc country level, but mtc1~cctul by «everal rav mes, \\]nch could never be

cen until \\xﬂ‘m a few vards of then. CXOa:lh“‘ the smallest of these
was always a heavy job. T have named two curious cuts in the Jand Stony
and Icicle Pas~ in passing through which we had very great trouble. T
i, however, in hopes that in the spring we shall find more frozen snow
upon the ulound which will of course d“(‘l&h(' the labour materially.

We stiuek off the land into Liddons Gulf between the Ilsqmm.un
remains and the Lagoons mentioned by Sir Edward Parry.  The very
hummocky ice and a \\c\tm Iy gule fr ustrated my plan of prucccdmfr direct
fo the westward by Cape )uchu I therefore made along the southern
shore and dcposltcd the depot at Cape 1loppner, from \\']nch I shall be
able next spring to make a westerly course towards the land about Cape
Hoare.

Being uncertain of what trouble we should experience in 1ccmssmfr the
land, we commcnccd our return on the 17th day, and on the same mornmn
m a ravine, 81 W, of Hoopers 1sland, colleeted about one hundred- \\emht
of coal, whiceh Jasted until our return.

In recrossing more to the westward we escaped several ravines, and hit
upon an encampment of’ Captain M‘Clintock’s in 1851, His track across
is decidedly the best to fhllow.

(For panhculan of encampment, vide Journal of October 10th.)

On the 12th mstant, while examining the sandstone boulder off Winter
Harbour, T found upon the top of it a document from Commander
\I‘(lmc Lontam]nn an account of his p\occcdmgs since leaving the
“ Herald ™ in Bdmng s Straits ; also a chart which to the astonishment of
its all unfolded the mystery of the Nurth-west Passage, and solved all the
problems with regard to Banks and Wollaston Lands.

With this mtdlmcncc I proceeded divectly for the ship, where I arrived
on the 14th instant all well, (except James Tullett, slightly frost-bitten in



