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Telegraph Con-

struction-Con-
. . tract No. 1.

580. Was that on account of any inefficiency between Fort Pelly and i ateributed to
Wmnipeg ?— It was said to be on account of the line through the muskegs, in

;A which 1t 1s dif-
muskegs between Fort Pelly and Winnipeg. cult 1o fix a pole

firmly.
581. How would the muskegs mal;o a difficulty ?—It is difficult to
get a pole down firmly in muskeg. ; :

552, Why is it dificult ?—On account of the soft nature of the soil,
and the quantitity of water in it.

583. Have you ever been over that line yourself ?—No.

. 584, What is the general opinion in the community about the effi- Genera: opinion

lency of that portion of the line ? Have you any means of knowing ?— thatline s very
® opinion is that the line is very inefficient. I hive been told by

one of the foromen who built a portion of the line just beyond the

Darrows of Lake Manitoba, that very often their poles would go twenty

twenty.five feet in the muskeg without touching bottom, and that
M:"g was no means of their bracing the poles so as to make them

nd.

Ties—-Contract
No, 59.

585. Have you any knowledge of any other contract made on ac- Whitehead, Ryan
count of the Pacific Railway ?—Yes; Messers. Whitehead, Ryan and &Ruttan, con-
Tyself entered into a contract this spring to deliver 100,000 ties on the 100,000 ties.

'ne of rajlway,

586. On what part of it ?—On contract fourteen. On Con. 14,

¢ 587. Do you know the number in the Department, of your con-
Tact ?—Contract number fifty-nine,

. 588. What was the subject of your contract ?—The delivery of 100,000
168 on the line of railway on contract fourteen.

& 589, What part of the country did that cover ?—The country imme- Delivery tobe

. over country im-
ate]y east of Red River. mediately east of

Red River.
590. Were you to deliver them at any particular spot on the line ?— To be delivered

0; merely on the line of railway where they wore got out of the '9n Mne of rail-

oods, from woods.

591. At what rate were you to be paid ?—At 27%c. At 271 cta.

592, Subject to any conditions as to price ?—Subject to the Govern- subject to Gov-
Ment stumpage, ernment stump-

age.
593. Of how much ?—I do not know the amount.

¢ 594, Has this contract been fulfilled ?—Ye<; we completed the con- Contract com-
ract early in April. fslgof:ed in April,

595. Then the matter has been closel between you and the Depart- The matter not
ent ?—The matter has not been closed. closed.;

596. Why not ?—On the 7th of April, after we bad completed the Ties were re-
°°“t“8c’t, Mr. Rowan wrote us statinpg t’hat he had forward‘e)d the in--fr‘fg)eg:%t:.’m ‘
Or's report to Ottawa and that the 100,000 ties had been delivered.
fl'():l;etlme afterwards he informed us that he had received instructions
“don Ottawa to have the ties reculled and re-cstimated. He had this
ori ® with thq result of throwing out 4,000 of the ties which he had

€inally estimated and which he said in his letter to us were delivered.
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