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ceptance of' office, lie resigned the directorate of the C.111«tcli.tii Pacific
Railway Company, believilig it Io lie illebilipatible witil Ilib position !n

the Go%,eriiliielit.
It is as vet too sooli to attenipt Io deai %vith Mr. Abbott's career

as Prime Minister of the Dominion. Suffice it to say that llis Goverti-
ment ciiieitre(l froiii the uliprececlented session of isgi witil the loss 01
onc illili.stel-, but otherwise the party renl«iiiiecl as united and as

strong as wlicti lie assunied its direction. lie lias takeii a stand
st flic frauds and i rre-ru lari tics whicli were cleveloped or pointed

at by the proccedings of committees during the session, and has
labourect earriestIv with his colleag-ties in carryinir out file declaratioli

whicil lie took- «in carly opportunity of iii-akin-, froni his place !il the
Senate, that the offenders should bc souglit out and puiiislied, "bc

the%- high or lov, great or sniýtll." Mr. Abbott is steadilv wilining
the confidence of the people, as a consistent, deternlincd, and inde-

fatigable administrator. lt was verv trerierally supposed, that, on the
cleatil of Sir John Macdonald, chaos %voulci follow. and many people
said : " After hini, the But the country has beeli surpriseci
to find the danger averteci, and the business of the State firmly and

steadily procceded witli, notwithstancliiig the superhunian efforts of
the oppotictits of the Govertinient to break it clowil by every con-

ceivable mcans. That this shoulcl, have becti the result of the cireaded
shock of the deatil of the late Preillier lias been a source of iliticil

pride to ivlr. Abbott's friends and of relief to the part%.
It is a soniewliat invidiotis task- to encleavour to analyze the char-

acter of a man wlio is still witli us ; but it rnay not bc unintere.sting
to remark upon soine of the leading féatures of Mr. Abbott's mental

constitution, whicli have been uniformly ilianifestcd throughout Ilis
career. One of his proiliiiient cil aracteris tics is his strong seilse (if

justice and «i corresponding sense of injustice or oppression. Re-
mar-able for his dislike of litigation, of whicli gratefui clients, who

have beeil dissuaded from cost by lawsuits, frequentlv renlind him,
no sooiler was lie satisfied that injustice was being donc or oppression

practised, than, with intense concentration of energ , lie would throw
himself înto the case, and press it to the end with indomitable tena-

c i ty. And it was frequently remarked, of him that the poorer and
more defenceless the client was, the more determined and persistent
was the struggle made for him. To his grent power of concentration,


