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Should it tlireaten anything of the kind, tlie simple omission of Parliament

to re-appoint it would bring its existence to a close. At the same time,

some satisfaction would lie afforded to tlie Nationalist desire of a Parliament

in College Green. Tlie milder and less perilous expedient miglit at ail

events lie tried, before recourse was lad to a measure at once so tremendous

and so irrevocable as tlie reconstruction of tlie United Kingdom on a

federal instead of a national basis.

MR. GLADSTONE, as even lis admirers must allow, lias brouglit lis

country into wliat must be regarded, on any liypotliesis, as a situation

of extreme peril ; and now lie sits down, between two Disunionist and

Agrarian agitations, to write a critique on Tennyson's poem. It was in

thec midat of a former criais whidh lie had brouglit on, tliough not one s0

perilous as fIe present, that the walls were placarded witli announcements

of bis forthcoming essay on IlEcce Homo." Like Broughiam lie loves to

display hie versafilify, and show that lie is master of ail subjects, and fore-

moat in ail lines. In sucli peril every thouglit of Pitf or Peel would bave

been engrossed by the danger of tlie counfry. Tliat levity is a cliarac-

feristic o! Mr. Gladstone's mind and renders the nation unsaf e in lis

hands, may seem a paradox, to some, perhaps, an impious paradox. If

was, nevertîeless, fIe remark of an eminently slirewd and calm observer

wlio knew Mr. Gladstone well.

LORD RÂNDOLPII CHURcHILL'S move developed, it seems, into an at-

ternpt to drive out of the Cabinet two of the members who were opposed

to him, and put two of lis creatures in their places. We cannot help stili

fhinking that witli this motive there nxingled the effect of tlie Irish criais

upon lis lordship's nerves. The violence wif I whili lie preached civil

war at Belfast was, on a previous occasion, compensated by an equal degree

of fameness in council. The plea of dissent fromn tlie Estimates was pal-

pably hollow. No man in lis senses would throw tlie Government into

confusion, at a moment of great national peril, on account of a difference

on a question of expenditure wliich seems not to liave amounted to hlf a

million. Had Lord Salisbury given way, lie would liave sliown a want of

thc common spirit of an Englisî gentleman, and have compromised prin-

ciples of public life more vital tlian the greatesf of particular issues.

Where is flic use of being a Marquis witli blI a million of dollars a year

if you can be driven to eat dirt for the sake of office ?i Lord Salisbury

must have seen, moreover, fIat lie liad to deal witli an intriguer, whose

ambition was not less insatiable tlian treadlierous, and of whose plots lie

was sure himself to be the ultimate victim. Lord Randoîpl lias involun-

tarily rcndered flic country an inestimable service in flic hour of ifs sorest

need. A strong and respected Government lias become a necessity, the

alternative to whicli is nothing short of national ruin; and fliere was only

one way in whicli sudh a Goverament could be formed. Lord Randolpî's

auspicious departure lias rendered possible tlie accession of Mr. Gosdlien,

and Mr. Gosdlien lias haîf drawn Lord Hartingfon witli him. The name

Coalition, if if implies a compromise o! opinion, would , be ill applied to a

Governmenf fhe members of whicî would be af one witli regard to every

vital principle, and perfectly unanimous in their opposition to Disunion

and revolufion. Lord Hartington-thougli, under the pressure of national

peril, lie lias excrted himacîf nobly-is by nature unambifious, shrinks from

the burdens o! office, and would lie sure, in any doubtf ul case, to incline f0

the negative aide. But, apparenfly, lie stili clings fo the hope of a reorga-

nisafion of flic Liberal party on tIc basis of Union and moderation. Tliis

hope, we are persuaded, is fallacious. Evcry day flic extreme Radicals

are commitfing tlicmselves more desperately, not ýnly to Separation, but to

social and agrarian revolution. Instead of seeking reconciliafion, the vio-

lent and ambitious aspirants of flic section show themseîves bent on widcn-

ing fIe breaoh and preventing thc restoration of a leadership by whidli tîcy

would themscîves be once more thrown into the background. Their last step

je tIe establishment of a revolutionary rival to thc Scotsman, whidi lias long

been the greaf organ of Scottisli Liberalism, but refuses to be tIc organ of

revolution. Revolufion and opposition to revolution arc the lines upon whidh.

parties must be Ienceforth formed, and there can be no doubt to whidh of

those camps Lord Harfingfon and aIl who agree with him belong. The

Liberal-UnionistB will, by their junction wih he lc onservafives, modify

Conscrvatismn in a Liberal scrse. Tory-Democracy, we are told in wailing

fonea, departs from fIe Cabinet with Lord Randoîpli Churchill. As Tory-

Democracy is charlatanry and fraud, it is devoutly to be hoped fIat tIc

presenfiment may prove truc. It is higli fime for the Conservative parfy

to leave the slippery patlis of hypocrifical intrigue, and get back f0 fIat

firm ground of principle and honour on whidh it stood unassailable under

Peel, and by adhering f0 whicî if miglif have retained its ascendancy f0

t lis hour. Attempta seem fo have been made in opposite quartera f0

prevent the junction. Mr. Gladstone did not shrink from trying, tlirough

an emissary, to cajole the man over whose defeat in the election by a man

of doubtful character lie uttered a sliriek of delight. On the other hand,

Tory place-hunters protested against a partition of the political spoils, for-

getful apparently of the fact that their party lias not a majority, and

witliout the Unioniats, could not retain the spoils for an hour. They are

like sailors figliting for the rum wlien the slip is on tlie rocks. Mr.

Chamberlain appears to have opened negotiations with the Oladatonites,

the course of which it will be interesting to watcli. In holding out tlie

olive brandi lie proclaima agreement on ninety-nine questions out of a

hundred. The hundreth question, liowever, is of sudb magnitude that at

present it swallows up tlie ninety-nine.

IF any one wants to know tlie difference between tlie aristocracy of tlie

peerage and the aristocracy of nature, let him compare the conduct of tlie

patrician, Lord Randoipli Cliurclill, with that of tlie Quaker manufacturer,

John Brighit. Jolin Briglit left tlie Gladstone Cabinet on tlie question of

the Expedition to Egypt. But lie contented himself witli a simple state-

ment of the grounds of lis conscientious secession. Hie betrayed no

resentment or selfisli feeling of any kind. H1e uttered not a word against

the colleagues wliom lie lef t, nor did lie do or say anything to embarrass

the Government. Only bis private friends knew how strong lis feelings

on tlie question at issue were. The real tendency of artificial rank, in

most cases, is not to implant a liiglier sense of lionour, but to make the

possessor fancy tliat lie can do questionable things with impunity.

AGAINST the current of modern science, scepticism and Radicalism,

there runs a backstream of spiritualism, romance, and chivalry. 0f this

Newman is the theologian, Ruskin is the art writer, and Mr. Shorthouse is

the novelist. IlSir Percival " (London and New York : Macmillan and

Company) lias been, not witliout plausibility, interpreted as an allegory.

Constantia being Cliristian spiritualism, wlile scepticismn and socialism

are embodied in the witdli Virginia, Sir Percival being the young kniglit

wlio lias to clioose between the services of the two. Tlie only weak point

in this tlieory is that Virginia, thougli slie professes scepticism and social-

ism, is made to sliow that she lias tlie root of Cliristianity in lier by

sacrificing lier life in attendance on a woman dying of an infectious disease.

Ail the rest, and especially tlie finding of the Holy Grail by Percival wlien

lie meets a dhivaîrous and martyr death in attempting to rescue the Bishop

from the heathen savages, easily resolves itself into allegorical represen-

tation. .It goes witliout saying, that fliere cannot be mudli of a story.

Delineation of spiritual character and aspiration is tlie writer's aim, and

in tliis tlie author of "lJohn Inglesant " does not fail to show lis peculiar

power. The style suifs the subject, and lias its points of resemblance both

to that of Mr. Ruskin and to tliat of Sir Thomas Browne. Like some

otlier novelistri of the day Mr. Shortliouse is, as we venture to think, o'ger-

mucli given to word-painting. Tlie word-painter cannot appeal, like the

painter witli brusli and colours, to our sense, and wlien we are called upon

ourselves to construct a mental picture out of a number of details, the

draft upon our imagination is severe, and is apt not to be lionoured.

"lKiNG Solomon's Mines," IlKidnapped,","The Treasure Island, " and

"The Pliantom City" ail belong to the same new departure, being tales not

of cliaracter, but of advenfure and highly sensational. They have a strong

affinity to each other; indeed, almost the same incidents are reproduced.

The old pirate's enigmatic plan of the island in whicli lis treasure is liidden

in clearly a reproduction of thc enigmatic cliart in IlSolomon's Mines," and

both are repeated in the Indian's'report of bis siglit of IlThe Phantom

City." Both, we may add, have their manifest prototype in thc leading

incident of Edgar Poe's IlGold Bug." Edgar Poe is in fact the real f ath er

of what seems an entirely new departure in novel writing. Nor have any

of thc offspring equalled the teeming imagination of their sire, wlio may

dlaim Gaboriau also as one of bis literary progeny. The liidden treasure

in " Monte Cliristo" and the deciphcring of the old Cardinal's will, which leails

to its discovery, are also close counterparts of the main incident in IlKing

Solomon's Mines" and IlThe Treasure Island." IlTlie Phantom City" is

littie more than IlKing Solomon'a Mines" played over again witli variations.

The isolated and mysterious people, the good prince, and lis victorious

struggle against sanguinary superstition with the strangers for his allies are

the same in both. IlKidnapped" lias special dlaims of its own as a picture

of the state of Scotland after tlie Highland rising of '45, and lias in that

respect been greatly praised. Otherwise we should say that IlKing Solo'

mon's Mines" was still the best of thc group.


