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TIIE TOILET Of THE TYMPANUM AND IlS RELATION TO
TIIE SUCCESS OF TIIE RADICAL MASTOID OP[RATION.

BY GILBaERT luYCE, M.D., TORONTO.

Aithougli the first eonsideration in opcratîng on a case pre-
senting a chironie purulent otitis media is the cure of the discliarge,
the preservatioii of what hearing the patient rnay have in the
affeeted car should not he lost sight of. Theý loss of hearing fo]Iow-
ing the operation lias hccîi. urged by niany as a point against its
emnployrnetnt, together with the faet that in some cases the dis-
charge is tnot cured. Tphis bas led to various mrodifications, and(
JJeath aîid othiers have, advocatcd procedures reputcd to obviate the
tendency to loss of funetion on the part of the diseased mnember.

It is liot th(e purpose of the paper to discuss the merits of the
different operative ineasures, but to aceount to some extent for the
failure of the radical operation in certain cases. From a personal
experience with many of these operations, perforrned by different
surgeons of varyinig ability, thec writcr lias been led to the con-
clusion that a considerable number of these failures arc due to
improper treatriient of the tympanie cavity. In other words, the
toilet of thiis space lias not been thorougli enougli; diseased boue
lias beenj left bchind and the diseharge keeps up ,irîtcrfering with
the stapes and wiiidows, or the various structures of tle int<'rnal
ear, resuits iii ]oss of futiction; negleet to stmoothi the surface and
to eradicate ail ridges and pockets rcnders certain parts inacces-
sible to tie after trcatinent, thereby dclaying dermatization and
favoring the forination of excessive granulati'on tissue, which acts
as a buffer to souud waves.

But the question is sometimes askced, ''Wlat eau one do in the
tyînpamui, surrounded as it is by so niany vital struetures?"' The
answer is, a great doal can be donc provided the operator possesses
an intiîuate knowledge of the relation of its parts and a safe tech-
nique. Sueli can offly be acquired hy witnessing înany operations,
or by ('ousiderable work on the cadaver, for the tyinpanum is not
constant in its general contour. The chisel or gouge, aithongli
satisfactory enougli in the îaas.toid operation, is not a safe instru-
ment in tympanie work. H-ere the motor driven burr, or a propcrly
made curette ]end to a more flnished resuit. The disadvantage of
the burr is that the tecth beeome clogged with fine bouc dust, which


