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searcely to be expected that they know the
wants of our Canadian schools better than
those who have had largely to do with them,
and nothing could be more offensive than to
ask clergymen and Sunday school teachers |
of long experience to go to these conventions .
to be Jectured to by Strangers to the coun- i
try and itsneeds. Now this has been habitu- |
ally done. The system which these strang-
ers have generally exhibited has been en- |
tirely unsuited to the circumstances of 99 !
out of every 100 of our schools. It might |
be adopted in Montreal, Toronto, and a’
few other places where facilities for obtain-
ing apparatus and teaching assistance can
be procured ; but the great thing is tomake
the most of' our materials in country dis- !
tricts und small towns and villages. The |
conventions have done little towards solving
the difficultics to be encountered in our
schools, such as the best way of getting the
assistance of male teachers, and of retaining
the interest of older boys in the work of
the schools. The circulars calling the con-
ventions have generslly led those invited to
believe that discussion would take place on
certain points materially affeeting the pros-
perity of Sunday schools ; but an opportu-
nity has never been afforded to those at-
tending to let themselves be heard on such
topics, owing to the monopnly of the time
by long and often windy addresses by stran
gers.  Perhaps as conventionsare peculiar-
ly American “institutions,” those in our
country who are admirers of the ways of
our neighbours may think that these annual ’
gatherings are too good opportunities of as
similating our views and feelings to those -
of the American people to be lost, and hence
the platform of the convention is made the '
means of disscminating Yaukee sentients
but if this is the wish of the wire-pullers
they should honestly confess it, and not
bring Christian people together under false
pretences.  As for us we do not desire that '
American views of things should prevail in
this country. The people of the U'nited
States do everything in crowds—this seems
to be the natural outgrowth of republican-
ism—they live only in public. Now this
is contrary to the British tendeney. It is
in the family that the task of governing !
{ircat Britain is accompliched. The family
iz in the land of our fathers, the basis on
which religion as well as politics is made to
rest.  The people of the United States, like
the French people of 1789, have no indivi- !
duality ; they only live for the republic.
British government is on the other hand -
Abrabamic rather than  Robespierrian. !

. govern itself as it chooses.
. of this duscription the system of the Amcr-
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The Sunday school system of the Ame-
ricans is shaped by thesamesocial tecdency
that moulds their other institutions. The
home training is ignored; their teachers
proceed upon the assumption that all the
religious training the young obtain is gain-
ed in the Sunday school. Hence they ex-
alt it into a position of individual impor-
tance such as has never been accorded it in
our couniry. But that these conventions
are begetting the same tendency in Canada
is evident from the fact that one of the sub-
jects discussed at the late one was “ the rela-
tion of the Church to the Sabbutl School.”
This beais the arrogance of the presump-
tuous Fnglishman who wrote. ““ T and my
King.” Tt is as if men should talk of the
relation of the sun to the carth, of the
parent to the child, or of the body to
the foot. We protest against raising up

. the Suuday school intv a position of

distinction and individuality like thi~
It is nothing if it is not in counce-
tion with and in subordination to the
Church. And we wonder that clergymen
could sit quictly and listen to the preten-

. sions set up for it to be independent ot the

Church. No pastor is justified in abdicat-
ing his right to guard the instruction of
the young any more than that of the old,
he should look upon the young as an inte-
wral part of the Church, and i’ he caunot
personally superintend their religious in-
struction, he should be at least responsible
for the duing of it by others, and so have
the appointment of his own delegutes. The

. only circumstances in which the principle

presailing in the convention in regard to

© the appuintment of teachers would be pro-

per, would be in the case of Univn schools,

_like that of the Five Points, New York.

intended to operate upon those children why
are not connected with any Church. A

. voluntary socicty combining to rescue the

children of vicious parents, has a right to
And fur schoolx

icans, us they arc styled, is admirably suit-

. ed, and the mode of proceeding exhibited

by their representatives at Caaadian con-
ventions, with objectlessons and blach-
boards, could not be surpassed—facilities
for ubtaining all the nccessary apparatus,

and for procuring workmen of the right
stamp in places like New York, being very
reat.

This leads to the remark, that we tahe
exception to the principle running through
all these normal systems of training: the
idea of duty on the part of the young to



