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These reznarks are called forth by an article in a recent
niumber of Law Notes (Northport, New York, U..., which
eontains so much cominon sense, that we gladly copy it.

'Whatever one may think of the merits of the trade union
inovement, the patriotie attitude xnaintained during the war
by itïï present head, Samuel Gompers, aid his earnest efforts to
check Bolsheeist tendencies iii hîs organizaton, give weight to
his views on the present industrial1 situatio ;. He ir, quoted as
havîng said reeently that the effeet of prohibition ils to cause a
.spirit of discantent arnong the laboring classes which fui-thora
the spread of Bolshevikim, Its practical working in this respect
is beyond our province, but perhaps no mnan in the United States
ils in a botter position thani MNr. Gompers to know whereof lie
-speaks on this point. Froni the theoretical standpoint, there ÏMs
every reason why prohibition should engender Bolshevism, since
the twa are identical in snirit. The theory on which the Ameni-
can republi was founded is that civil ý,bet-t is the right of
cvory man to do as hoe plea-ses cxcept sa far as his acts interfere
with the en.joyinent of like liberty by others. Opposed ta that
te the theory that any person or elassî of persons who inay seize
the' power so to do Inay rightfiully impose on their fellows sueli
restrictions as whim or self iiiterest may dicta te. The vietory of
the allied powers on the bloody fields of France iiucrel.y cut off
one head of that hydra. Between rule by the Kaiser and hie
junkers, mile by the proietariat as expounded by Leninie, and
rule by the phariiaio!al prohibitionists, there is iio distinction in
principle. So cIose is their identity that the decisions sustaining
the prohibition laws are sufficient to susitain a large share of
the Bolshevist programme if the ultra radical element lever gets
contrai of a iegislature. If industries la-wful and respected for
venturies mîny bc wiped out by a stroke of the pen and iidi-
vidual rights hiu recognized eass of property destrayed without
rocompense, where is the stopping placeV There arc men who
are as sine.erely convinced that private ownership of land is
iniquitous as ttii probibitionist is of the ci !I of permitting the
owncrship of a quart of wine. If those persans »qucceeded in con-
trolling .a le-gi8iature long enougli ta destroy- every landed


