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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY APRIT 11, 1883,

COMMENTING on a speech in which a Presbyterian
minister 13 reported to have satd an uncomplimentary
thiog about Methodist churches the * Guardtan "says :

@' We think offensive and slashing statements sgainst a
sister evangelical Church, by ministers, editors, or members,
are neither in goud taste, not helptul to those who have re-
couarse to this method of exaliing their own Church.”

Ir thesame issue our excellent contemporary blandly
affirms that “the zcal and activity of Preabytei.ans
are inconsistent with their creed.” That statement
1s decidedly “ slashing.” 11 would also be “offensive ®
bad we not heard it 50 often. Neitber is 1t “good
taste™ totell “*a sister evangelical Church,” that 1t be

hieves in a creed inconsistent with Cheistian “ zeal and
activity.” The speaker alluded to probably used the
words report d—f he used them at all—:n the excite-
ment of thz n.oment.  Our neighbour situng qaietly
in lus sanctum dehiberately declares that the Presby-
tertan creed s :nconsistent with Chnisuaa zeal and
activity, Now neighbour don't “slash ®in that way
again, please don't.

We quite agree with the member of the Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Commuttee who says in the last 1ssue
of THE PRESsYIERIAN that “ ministers themselves
are a good deal to blame " for the present condition of
the Fund, If the average attendance at Com-
mittee meetings has only been ZAree or four Mr.
Middlemiss should certunly report that fact to the
Assembly. How car: minister, expect the people to
take an interest in the mattar if they take no interest
in it themselves? Speeches have been made again
and again in the Assembly and in some of the lower
courts that were not of a naiure to help the scheme—
to put the matter milaly. So far as we¢ <an remember
they were always made by ministers.  1f any minister
can suggest a better plan than the one now in opera-
tion by all means let him do so. Everybody will
be glad to examine it. In the absence of any better
scheme or any other scheme, 1t sarsly becomes
the duty of all to give a hearty and generous
support to the scheme now in operation. The
Widows and Orphans’ Fund is the best 1o the
Church—perhaps the best ecclerastical fund 1n the
Dominion. It was onginated riainly by eldsrs, and
perbaps it would not be a bad 1nove to put a majority
of first-class business men on the Aged and Infirm
Ministers’ Committee. There can be no better Con-
vener than Mr, Middiemiss, but if he had the ficancial
ability of Gladstone be cannot make this Fund a suc-
cess without zclp. We believe the people will do
their duty if the ministers do theirs. An appeal of
real ment has never been made 1n vain to Presbyte-
rians. That is a strong statement. We won't take it
back unless compelled to. The money is there, and
we believe the heare to gave it

THE new Chief Justice Jf Manitoba is the right man
in the right place. Las' autumn six young inen, Pres-
bytenans tzom Prince ~dward Islard, engaged witha
tirm of contractors or tue Canada Pacific,to work from
November till April.  Soon after their engagement
they were ordered to work on Sabbath. They ro-
fused. The contractors dismissed them in just such
language as one would expect a Sabbath breaking
contractor to use. The young men brought an action
at the recent assizes claiming damages for wrongful
dismissal. In charging the jury Chief Justice Wall-
bridge said :

** 1t appeared that one Sunday moming they were told to
fo to wotk, but tacy did not go, and he (the Chief Justice)
was bound to tell them that they were not bound to go.
Some people were more strict thau others in the observacce
of the Sabbath, Presbytetians were rulcu‘nly striet, and
thesze men were Presbyterian.  They had e right to bestriet s
the law gave them that right, If they were dismissed, he
considered the dismissal was & wroogful one.”

The jury gsve the young men eighty dollars uachas
drmages. A few such lessons would have a good
effect a little ncarer home than Winnipeg, An em

ployer has no legal sight to compel bis employé to work
on Sabbath. Theemploy ¢ has a right to refuse, and, if
dismissal follow refusal, damages can be collected.
It should be remembered, however, that the young
men in question wero faithful workmen. All the
ingenuity of the lawyers could prove no other charge
against them but that they would not work on Sabbarh,
Al honour to the young men who had the principletn
refuse to desecrate that day, and the pluck to bring the
Sabbath-breaking contractors into court.  We venturo
to say that these young men know the Shorter Catech-
ism. They were taught their duty in some Presbyterian
home—it may have been a humble one—in Prince
Edward Island, and when they went to the North-
West they knew their rights and knew how to defend

them,

OUR good peighbour the *Christian Guardian®
sees in a late discussion on the revision of the West
minster Standards in the Presbytery of Londen, Fag
land, a “revolt against Calvinistic creeds™ The
“ Guardian " also declares that it {s * absurd to say in
the face of ” certain statements made by two or three
members of that Presbytery * that these is not a de-
chine 1n belief in the peculiar doctrines of Calvinism.”
Does the * Guardian ™ mean to sffi-m that a Church
cannot revise its StandArds without changing the doc-
trines contained in these Standards ? Does are state-
ment of doctnines imply “ . decline in belief” in the
doctnines re.stated? Sarely not.  Presbyterians can
re state the doctrines of the Calvinistic system witliout
giving up anything hke as much in doctrine as the
Canada Methodists are surrendering jast now of their
distinctive form of Church govesnment in order ‘c
have a vnion with the other Methodist bodies of the
Dominion. About a year ago a prominent minister
of the Canada Methodist Church wrote a letter which
many of his brethern declared contained statements
inconsistent with Methodist teaching on several
doctriual points. Was there a revolt against Arminian
+sm in that letter? The brotker v. 18  ied by his Con-
ference, but the court failed to convict, Was therea
revolt against Arminiaism in the Conference in Wood-
stock lastspring ?  Did the action of the Conferencein
acquitting Dr, Burns indicate a decline in belief in the
pecultar doctrines of Arminianism ?  Sopposing two or
three Methodist divines should discuss in a District
meeting the desirability of revising the Wesleyan
creed (it there is orne), the * Guardian” would
scarcly admit that the discussion meant a revolt
against Arminianism, Even if the General Confer-
ence prepared a re statement of Methodist doctrine

admission., The Presbytery of London is not the
Presbyterian Church, and all that Presbytery did was
to discuss the desirability of revision, That certainly
was not a very serious “revolt.”

KNOX COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT.,

BY a peculiar use of language the close of an acad-
emic session on this continent is termed the
commencement. Whbatever pecubarity of circum-
stances at first led to this inversion of terms, the
word has now a fixed meaning in college v~cabulanes,
There is nothing to be gained by finding fault with its
uge, commencesnent it is likely to continue to the end
of tke chapter, Knox College coramencement, then,
for the sesgion 1882 3, was more than ordinarily bril.
hant. The proceedings were of 2 most interesting
descriptirn.  The large o3semblage convened in Con-
vocation Heve .0 the afternoon of Wednesday last,
tesufied to the warm interest the Presbyterians of To-
ronto take .0 the theological training of therising min-
istry. Representatives were also present from 2 good
many P-esbyteries throughout Ontario. The hall was
filled almost toitsutmost capacity. Theannouncements
by the esteesped Principal of the succestlul >emopetiturs
for callege Lonours, were hailed by otbursts of vigor-
ous applause, which may be fairly considered as an

expressive manifestation of good feeung on the part

car excellent contemporary would not make any such .

of their fellow.students, and the just discherge of
their dutles by theexaminers, 1t was obviously & red.
letter day in the annals of Knax College.

The power of conferring degraes, recentlyacquired, is
evidently exercised with judgmentand prudence, There
{s, no doubt, a strong temptat!rn to bestow much covet.
ed distinctions on candidates for academic renown for
adventitious reasons, Coilege authorities may tome-
times err in bestowing titles, which, if thuy mean any
thing at all, signify that their possessor bas ettained
eminence in theological lote, and has made valuable
contributions to sacred litercture. It is not claimed
that these have always been the chief considerations
in the bestowal of ths cabalistic capitals with which
ministerlal names have been adorned, Samuel
Johnson said of a Scottish university he visited, that
1t would get rid of its debt by deprezs, they were so
slentifully and indiscrimtnstingly bestowed. Knox
Colizge 13 not open to a hike charga. This year the
honorury distinction of 0 D. was confsrred on two
gentlemen who have special ¢ ims to its possession.
Piincipal McVicar, of Montreal 1 eabyterian College,
isa man o1 extensive and varleu szcaolamhip, He
presides over a well equipped theological semiinary,
that I .5 done good work from its commencezaent to
the present time. Dr. McVicar is no mere bonkish
pedunt, he is an eminently practical man, and has
ever since entening on the responsibilities of the
ministry taken 2n active and a prominent part in the
gereral work of the Church throughout the Domtnion,
In selecting bim as menung the bonorary distinction,
the Senate of Koox College did a graceful thing, avi.
denciog that cordial, fraternal feeling exists between
the sister tnstitutions. The other recipient of academic
honour, though from circumstances not closely identi-
fied with scholastic pursuits, is one of the early gra-
duates of Knox College, and has discharged with rare
fidelty and earnestness the duties of a lengthened
and successful pastorate in coe of the important
congregauons of tne Church, The Rev. John Scott,
of North Bruce, was selected as a worthy recipient of
the uitie of Doctor of Divinity. With a manly can-
dour that does him credit, whea responding to the
Principal’s remarks during the ceremonial of investing
him with the insigcnia of his degree, he disclaimed
distinction in scholasiic attainmerts, apd frankly ac-
cepted it as a recognition of his services i~ the cause
of the Gospel. Dr, Scott has all along taken a deep
interest in the work of theological education, and has
proved himself a devoted son of his Alma Mater.
Durning the course of his extended mioistry he has been
an earnest exponent and a strenuous defender of sound
dectrine ; he has laboured faithfelly in promoating the
interests of Presbyterianism in the western part of
Oantario, and above all he has been zealous in seeking
the glory of God and the good of souls. By his long
tried fidelity, Dr. Scott has purchased a good degree
and is wortby of double honour.

The cvening meeting in Knox Church wag, in the
best sense of the term, a most successful ope, In
making a new departure the Senate are to be congra:
tulated. The adoption of the coursa suggested by THE
PRESBYTRRIAN 423 shown that the people of Toron.
to are anything but indifierent to the prosperity of
Knox College. After business hours many people are
able to attend an evening meeting, who would be pre-
cluded from being present at an earlier hour. The
spacious church was filled to ove:flowing by a deeply
interested audience. Inalarge city like Toronto there
is scarcely an evening when there are not special at-
trastions to .compete for popular favour, It has
also to be borne in mind that it was the usual prayer-
meeting might throughout the city. Nevertheless,
Knox C...rch was completely filled. The pro-
ceedings were spedially interest:ng and impressive.
The address to the gvaduating class by Professor Mc-
Laren, was appropriate, concise, and replete with
valuable counsels to the young men entering on their
life-worl: as heralds of the Cross, .4r, Builder's
valedictory was all such a form of address ought to be.
It evidenced a mind of much original force, eamnest
ness, logical acumi.n, enhanced by literary culture. It
was also evident that, intellectual cultivation is nut it
compatible with spiritual fervour. The resporse bty
Mr, Jafiray of the first year, was appropriate aod
modest. Dr, Cochrane, Moderator of the General
Assembly, whose restless energy and versatility are
sunply marvellous, gave a stimpog and eloquent ad-
dress tn harmony with the day's proceedings. Meet
1ngs hke these canrnot fail to populanze an institution
which in itself is a power in the Church and the com-
munity.




