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exercise a v'ast amiount of influence
over thiat portion of the coinmutnity
which is înost degraded, because
mosr ne(flected.

It is to be hioped that my suc-
cessor wvill corne quickly, that the
%vork lose nothing by the in-
teriii.

SASKATCHEWAN DISTRICT.
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V/e are nowv in the fifthi vear since
the establishmiient, or radier coin-
rnenccmnent of tlîis ?ÏI ission. 1 in look-
irng over this, last year, %v feel thant %we
have ègreat reason to thank God and
take courage. Our peuple are, ive
believe, mlak-ing advancemnent in
i-ea/ C/ir-is//auj/yi. Tiiere lias been
more earnest inquiry, more hcart-
feit experiences. and, with very
mranv, nmore steacly and( consistent
living than hieretofore. Often lias
the heart of vour Missionarv bcen
cheered by thiese evidiences 'of the
leaven %vorki ng, norwithstandin-
that duiring the last ycar tliere have
been mariy dissi pari ng influences
brought to bear upon this peop)le.
For the furst tinie in their lîisrorv
they carne in contact %vith the Gov-
erniment ; for months before thie
Treaty took place tlîeir mincs were
corainiiallv agitated bv' tlîe confiict-
ingl reports and advice broughit to
thern Irorn différent quarters. Somie-
tirnes tolci tliat if tlîey accepted the
Treaty, tlîeir days of freedom would
be over, henceforth tlîey 'vouldi be
the slave of the whîite man. Again,
that a blight or curse 'vould corne
over their lanmd, and thie animais
upon which the y depended wvould
ail perish ; and they, in corise-
quence, would speedily die of star-
vation ; that ail the îworey, and
inîpleilents, and promises, offered
by the Governilient, %vould be made
on the parit of tlîe Goverinent wvith
the fuîll knioivedge thiat soon they
wvouId not have to flfil any of these
paynients and promi ses, i nasiuch
as that ail of die Indlians wvouid
liave passeci avay ; that even their

Missionaries were only agents of
the Govcrnrnent in disguise, doingy
ail they could to blind and bewilder
the native, anti thus aid in defraud-
ingl tliein of tlieir country andi free-
(loi, and eventually tlîeir life ; that
suicli %vas thie position to which rîmeir
fclloivs furthier east, who hîad already
been treated wvith, fourtd thernselves
farst comnîî to. AIl this, and a
grreat deal more, vas poured into
thie ear-s of this people by m-ischief-
m.kers of two kincîs, knowing and
not knowing %vliat they were talking
about. No wonder soine of our
people were shiaken for a tine ; no
%voiîder tlîat thiere %vas great anxiety
dlay and night ; tlîe coming crisis
wvas thie absorbing topic. \Vhierever
%ve 'vent we were constarîtly ques-
tioned as to 'vhat ,vas going to
takze place. Protestant and Catho-
lic, Pagran andi Chîristian camle to
us, and claiining our sympathies, on
accouiit of our long sojourn with
theil, wvould beseecli us to tell thein
the truth. \Ve would reiterate tlîat
wve had ahlvays tohd tlîem, the truth
so far as wve knewv, and that, as
regards the Governmerit, they wvould
nowv see the fulfilmierît of wvhat wve
lîad told theîin. -Moreover, we tohd
then tlîat there wvas a Supreme
J3eingr w~ho controlled these matters,
and for those who put their trust in
I-iin and tried to do I-lis will, lie
would, or) His part, watch over thîcir
present and eternal interests, and in
stuch a case no poiwer on earth could
permiîierîrly harimi theîii ; that frorna
our earliest boyhiood we liadi watclîed
the workings of Uie Governmient in
their decaliîîgs witli thie Indiaris;
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