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He aimed ta establish a great philosaphy
and incidentally ta write poetry. Wlîat
hie wvas intent upon doing hias perished,
and wvhat hc was indifferent about re-
mains. The paem, of Lucretius preserved
ta us is " De Rirum Natura." In this lie
attcmpts ta explain the universe. It is
quite wvorthlcss fram. a scientific stand-
paint, but is valuable as containing true,
poetry, of wvhich the invocation of Venus
is a most dcelightful example.

Wc nawv pass on to what hias been
termed the Classical periad, and wlxich-
embraces the wcll-known Galden and
Silver ages.

Cicera Nvas, perhaps, the mast brilliant
example af the Golden age. Had we his
speeches alone, we should rank hiim witli
Demosthenes as a master af oratary and
as anc who hiad reachced tic highiest liter-
ary ideal. We should think af iihun as
the creator and miaster ai Latin style-
the wvriter by wvhoni thc full, passionate,
livnig power af the language had beeni
called forthi and combincd inta a grcat
litcrary organ. But Cicero is more than
an aratar, lie is a philosopher, not indced
as an ariginatar af ncw- theories, but as
aLn interpreter of thase branches ai phii!-
osophy which arc capable ai practical ap-
plication. 1-is expositions, tao, arc flot
nwre abstract discussions. Thcy are inast
cloquent appeails ta the -world ta acccpt
hopeful views on huniiani destiny anîd ta
aidopt principles af conduct maost con-
ducive ta elevation and integrity ai char-
acter.

The letters ai Cicero arc arnong the
mast delightfill, flot only ai the Latin, but
ai any litcrature whatevcr. They arm
thoroughly natural. Thîcy let us inita the
secret of his miost seriaus thoughits and
cares. and thcy give a natural otiet ta
his vivacity ai observation. wvit hlumor,
zand kiridlincss ai hicart. Here wc arc
onice for ahl convinccd that the languag e
%vhiichi so oiten scenîs hicavy and inflex-
ible. can, wvhile complying withi the conl-
ditions af perfect literarY taste. do full
justice ta his passianate flow of oratory.
ta the rythmlic flowv ai his philosophical
mieditatian, and ta thc natinra1 interchange

ai thouglit and feeling in the every-day
intercaursc ai life.

]Yromn Cicero "'e pass ta anc wvlio wvas
nat only his rival in oratory, but seemed
equally fitted ta excel in everything ; ta
thc anc whom Brutus, lis assassin, is
made by Shakespeare ta caîl "thc fore-
most nian af ail this world." As a liter-
ary character, Cacsar is known ta us ai-
most solely thraughi his "Commentaries"
an lis wvars in Gaul. These are niemoirs
af his eighit years' campaigns in that
narthcern province, stories af great
achievements, hiardly, but triumphiantly,
performed. Whatever may be aur esti-
mnation ai this great man's character. we
cannat but admire his clear, straightior-
wvard, simple, forceful style. Caesar
writes constaiitiy in the third persan, and
thiere is hardly anyth-inig in the book mare
remarkablc than the impersonal form. un-
der whîich the strang personality ai writ-
er and actar is forced ta appear. From.
mcercly rcading the book, you coulcb
scarcely gucss that thc wvriter is the anc
who furnishied tIc matter ai action whiich
the book wvas written ta report. Given
thc iact that Catsar is tîxe author, you
tlien inimediatclv ledl that the autharý
coul( lhave been xno othier than he.

Sallust, a prose writer of note, thougli
much less able than Cacsar, wrotc three
histarical wvorks :The Conspiracy ai
Catahine, Thc Jugurthine War, andI A
H-istory ai Rame from the Dcath ai Sulla
ta thc Mithiridatic '\Výar. This last, thiý
Most important of tIc thrcc, Nvith thc ex-
ception ai a fcev fragments, lias utterly
perishied.

His style amnis at effcctiveness by preg-
iant expression, sententiousness, and

archaisn. He praduces the impression ai
carinig mare for the marnner of the sav-
inig tixan for its truth. Yet lie lias great
value as a, painter afi historical portraits,
anld gives usq, froin a popular side, the:
viewvs of a contcnîporary on the politics
ai Ilis tinie.

The past ai Rame hand always a peculi-
air fascination for RZomian wvriters, and
Virgil in a suprexie dcgrcc. and Horace
ind Ovid- iii a ]css decgrec, lad expressed
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