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miles froîn M'innipeg. On Suunday înoriiing lie hield a con-
firmnation service in St. Pauil's clitrcli, Slîoal Lake, whlen
sevcneei C! cýOîifirîicde(. 'l'lie Arclibislîop also primclîed li
thec cveiîg service. 'l'lie cougregatiolis %verc ver>' good
altliouglî thec dity wvas so Stormîîy tîtat cloubtfless; iiian)y %were
1)revented froîni coiliiîg ini froin tlle counîtry. *Thie stornil
was genlera l ironigliolnt the jIOViiNce. 'fl'le bislîop enjoyed
tie kind lîospitality of lus oîd frieîîds, Mr. anid Mrs.
]îeestoîî, and lîad ilie pleastire or liaving as a fellowv gucst,
Mr. Cliief Factor A rclîibald IMcI)oald, of Qu'Appelle
Fort, wlîose lîospitality lie partook of ini L'l)itîîary, 186G,
%vlien lie mîade a long inissioîîary vibitation by dog train.
Mr. Hooper seciiied vcry %vcll and possessing the conli-
detîce and regaird of lus people.

On Saturday, Noveinbcr 27tli, the Arclibislîap visited
Virdcri, 180 mîiles froîîî Winnipeg, anid %vis UIl guest of
.Mr. aîîidi\Mrs A. B. Stewart, whùc lospitality lie former-
!y enjoyed at Kola. At the nîoriig service thcre %vas a
conifirmiation, wlien tlîrec candidates c onfirined.
Tiiere hid beclu already tlis ),car a confirmiation lin Apri>
by thîe Bislîop of Qu'Appelle. Tlierc 'vas also a service of
tlhe iIoly Commiîunion, wvluoî tie Arclîbislîop w~as ce c-
braîut. 'l'lie Arclibishop picaclîcd at. the eveninîg service
in concction Nvitlî thîe Day of Intercession fur Missions.
Therc was a good attendance at botla services. Mr. KCing
conitinuues lus earîuest tvork, but the couîutry arouîîd Virdeu
lua3 offlv been nuoderately successftîl. l'le crops for saie
ycarz have not averaged w'cll. Still c debt on the bealuti-
fui clunrch and pirsonage is hein-g giadtally lesseîîed, and
thougli Virden is a rcctory it lias ivell înaintaiucd its lîelp
to tuc mission fuîîd of the diorese. The Arclibisluop re-
tmmcid to Winnipcg on Monday.
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Santa Claus.

Nothing but ice, snowv and l)Crlettial darlkness. ice that
wveck by %week gets tlîicker; siuow tlîat dlay by day falls
deeper ; anid da k ness thiat hlir by lîour casts a1 lîavier j>all
over thec desolate laîudscape ; for the brief northern sununuiier
has lonug silice flowîî carryiiig (lie suiuslîiîe ithli er, and
iuow %vinter lîolds thîe A\rctic regions ini lus ic)y grasp. Th'le
-tir growvs colder anud coider as tie cruel polar ivind swveeps
with a dcspairing %vail over- thîe illoîuatailoîîs couîntry ; save
titis cerie sotind no0 noise (listur)5 Ille soleniu silence of
tie scelie. No ordiuaryl hlivtal life could exist iu stici a
cliniate, yct looiuing ni) bMore lis is ictually a ilouse.
ruc it is eiitirely cascd in snonw anîd ice, tili i ooks ai-

niost like sauie frost palace, but tlhe fact reliaius ; jr is
actually a liouse. liu it dwells a very strange old manî-
I)erhaps Ille funnjiest old nmal you1 et'er licard of. He is
.rcariy 1900 years olil, -anud yet, as t'Ille goes on, ]lis luair
never gets anc bit whîiter, nor lus sicp) fezebler. No oneC re-
nucînhers lii as a boy, and yet lie lias perpetual yotlu-
pcrhaps becatîse lue seps sa nneh. 1 clame say yoti .vill
think: Iinui a ver), lazy old nman, for lic slepls illure thiln
elevet nuoiltls Out oftdîe ttvelve ; but tdicn lie is awake, lie
does niore work ini tlîrce wceks thlî aîuYOIue elSe wotild do
ini as m~an), years. Thiot' 'u) living il, sîîclî a cold place, ]le
lias nuo fire, and Llîougl lue tuever sces thîe suii yet thue stars

are for him suifficient liglit. Everyone loves lihîii, parti-
cularly the childrei ; and his; heart is so large tliat lie lias
mont inii j for tlîem aIl. Ilecat.e of luis goociness tliey cali
fit ln tîc. misole sa), ''Crisillas," soille ''Saiîa, Clants,''
otliers IlNoei, ' it mtatters itot lie is one and t le saine.

Onîce a year ouily, cati lie Jeave lus icy palace, anîd it is
in prel)fratioil of this important event tliat lue awakeiis liîn-i
self at least tluree wteeks berorelîaud. Trei is s;o nitich, to
bc done tat lie is buîsy aIl day long; tliere arce Iscuis ta
be î,acked up for cadi of luis little frieiîds ; anîd as thue lat-
ter are very iinîciraus anid scattered ail over thîe wvorld, lie
is ofien at a loss whîat to lake tien.. Tlîea, do ),oîî knoir
whlat rlîis cuîuuing oId mnan docs ? H-e scndstlie littde sîloîv
birds otut and tlîey listen at ail the tviudows and doors tdli
tluex find ont tvliat the clîildren uvant. They ofien take a
long tinie, for ini vinter p-cople keep thecir wiudowv slitit so
tiglut tie birds calu hardily hear the wvlispering voices %vitlî-
ini. But tiiere are sonie places, %vliere no treesgraw, and
tvhere tic houses arc so dark and disnial tlîat thie little birds
are afraid to venture. How dlieu, does Fatiier Xmas ever
licar about di#c boys and girls living tiere? Weil, soile-
timies lie neyer licars, and soînetiuues chljdren Whlo have
îuice waruu luouues thik of the littie liom-elss; oies, and theit
thue snotv birds arz sure to hear ail about tiein. Such littie
feathered niesseugers as thcy carry a double burden or
tVIS les, break forth into the sweetcst song, %liilst îiyiiig
back to thîe cold whlite nortlu away so far.

%Vhat a tvhireing of w'ings there is around thîe palace a
%veek before Xiinas. Every minute tither a letter %vritteil
iu saine straggliiig, tnnforîuîed lîand, or else a fcathered
messenger arrives anîd thei, of course, there are lots of par-
ceis to do nip. 'l'lie little birds wtvid their sweet songs,
tvho carry so iuany tvislies, please thue old miai best, anîd
iuto tlhe packages lic w'raps a dOuible alliouint of liappiiie4.

At last, aIl is finished, thîe last strinîg lied, and tilei is
hecard sucli a pawiîug and staiîping of dtlic grouiid uiige
itd tic iierry noise of sleiglî.bclls. Witli a lig gust the

hall door blows open, and tlien,1 standing in readiiiess; is a
gorgeons red painted sleigh and a pa* of beauriful rein-
deer. Thîe rig is loaded li a trice, and %vitx bells jangliîîg
anid tinkîing Santa Clauis starts on bis journcy. Thei0 stars
shine brighîtly iin a clotîdless; heaven; like lighitning the
stceds gilde over tic densely packed snouv, tll they reach,
the bouindaries of civilization. 'lheu tiîey change the anode
of travel, for Sauta Claus, like a great înatv other people,
bies to be seen doing a good actionî, lie is afraid of incet-
ing humuait bcilngs, so drives lus reiudeer throuigl the air,
stops oîu thue top of lionsei, jnps down Uhc chiîuiney, fuIs
ail tlîestockitigs, and tlien iuurries back again. Il ttakeful
eyes -are there to tvatch Iiiii, lie w'ill îlot stop) a minute, but
leaves the stockings enipty. 'lO tiiose, wlîo thinking of
ol liers, intrîîsîed a double nmage to tiiesnow-birds, Santa
Clatis brings s'wcet dreams; anîd happy ivakening tluouglits
besides the u'suai share of gifts. lie kisses those children
on the chueck and promilses theim Iî:c briglitest Ximas of ail.

.Quickly lie drives over thîe luearts of mnaîy of thîe great
citles. It nmakes Iij!n sad ta sec s0 unany wveary faces anîd
ro tiud tua stockitigs.aw%%aiîit-g hlm. Still, sadder does he
feel, to knotv lue lis notliinqfor tlîeîn. Now and thci' in
pity for sorie disappoiritcd tacelle catches up thue owîuer for
a drive Iyitl i hlm. Slue shivers ar first2,biit thue inortiî(rn
ligluts, those guardian angels of Arctic: regiouis, wave anîd
beckon to their lucaveiily honme, anîd the child, smiliaîg
swety, (ais asieep %vith lier luead o11 Santa Claus'
shotilders.

But hiarkI! Those angeis ini their gleaming robes corn-,
pirise a1 glorious host enveioping the wvliolc firmamnt and
as in the days of tlîat first Chiristmas, the licavens; rcs'ound
witli tic gran-d aid zinthim

IGloîy tc God ini the ihs,
Oit carth, peace, goodwill to inci.' -M . E. A.


