SK any Texan the question, “Who s
A the most remarkuble woman in the
country?”’ and he will prompily re-

spond: “Mrs. Helen M. King.”

For Mrs. King and her career are always
veferred to with pride by Texans—by the
people of the entire Southwest, for that mat
ter. Not only is she the pioneer woman ranch-
er of that wast territory of great cattle king-
dowms, but she is numbered among the world's
richest women, having run o close vace with
Mrs. Hetty Green in the accumulation of
millions.

Her successful career Stamps
her as the peer of any of the famed American
captains of industry who now dominate the
industrial, corporate and financial affairs of
the United States. Lefs the mwucleus of her
wow vass fortune by her husband, u ho has

business

Been dead many years, she has increaved her
wealth by many millions in & period of a quars
ter of a century,

Visitors to the Lone Star State have
heard for years of Mrs. King and her two
great vanches in Texas—together they  have
1,000,000 acres, or wot & great deal less in
area than the State of Delaware. For years,
in illustration of the immensity of her land
holdings, it has been customary to state ihat
it was fifty miles from her doorway to her
front gate.

Ouer this principality of the cattle coune
try Mrs. King has ruled in person, not dele.
f‘”i"x authority to others. She has managed
her affairs so well that her wealth has grown
as if by magic. Recent negotiations by a party
of capitalists for her 1,000,000-acre tanch
have attracted attention to her possessions
and her really romantic coreer,

SUNTIES in Texas are not small, yet so largs are

C the renl estafe holdings of this progressive wom-<

an that they extend Into four oountiss—Duval,
Nueoes, Zapata and Btare

Mor fret possession, the Hanta QGertrudes raneh

she added an ads

s

her prida. o it, & few years ago
joinihg property, the Los La urslos rench, thus bringing
her land property to 1,000,000 neres.

Over thess mdllion sores are scnttered mote theas
200,00 head of boef eattle, In addition, thete are hun-
drode of horees, mustangs, Texas ponles and live stook
@f other kinds, Mosc of this, stook W8 of excellent quality
wdliore 8 very Hitle of the kind known as ‘sorub’ and

# brings the highest prices at such centres us Kansas
Gity, #t. Louls and Ohleago, to which points the ranch
queen makes regular shipments.

Yow sheep are ralfed on the two ranches, but thete

are thousandd of hogs, ohickens, geese and ducks. Muoh
of the towl product is retained for the lubles of the King
hetsehold and the hotmes of the emptoyas, but the surplus
8 went to market While Mrs. King {8 generous, even
open-handed In rellaving the needy and in  giving to
worthy objocts, nothing goes to wWuste anywhore on hev

great estate

In laying the foundation of her present great foetune,
Mrs, King was a holpful essistant of her husband, the
fate Ouptaln Richard King, whose memory s highly es:
Wl by all Texans
Men he died, leaving her extensive lasd Imterests,
she bravely comtinued the work that he had begun, and
has sesn her wealth inorease by leaps and bounds, By
gotutnon repite sha @ rated as worth at least $60,000,000

BRAVED INDIANS AND OUTLAWS

Almost from the tine that Captain King located in
that ssotion of Texas borderig on Mexico, his wife was
with bin and shared with the sottier (he hardships and
dangers that beset them in the days of lawlessness 109
which the period following the short-lived republic of
Houston, Crockett and Howle becamie notorious, and the
years subsequent to the Mexican and the Oivil Wars,

When she went there with her husband, Indian hands
soamed it will on the land which s now her owa, But
the Indiane were far less dangerous, and not so much
& mensce to the safety of the Kings and other setilem
A8 wers their neighbors on the border, the desperadoes of
that wild period

Fromu Moxico flocked outlaws, cutthroats, smugglers,
eattle thieves and revolutionists: and from various paris
of the United States eriminals and renegades of sock
all of whom sought refuge from the grip of the
the then almont unpenetrated Southwest,

It was in Browasville that Captala Ming and his
young wife ived when they began furming wnd ohtles
raleing. acquirieg by degroes the land which formed the
Muclatis for the vast emate which the latier now sontrole.

Brownsville wis in the vory centre of border ruffian-
fom, but the sturdy setiler and his yourg wife Were
fadnetrious and knew mot fear, Captain King was not
fong in establishing a veputation far and wide for his
bravery and ability 0 take oave of himaeelf and his 1ame
iy

His waudsome young bride, n Southern bells, educated
in the solect sehools of New Ofleans, was just as courage:
ous, and sould handle a rifle with as great siill as the
frontiersmen of that day, She was socoufited a sure
shiot, and the desperadoes who cfowded Brownsville had
& wholesome regard for her.

Never hy word of el was she molested either i
Prownsville or on the farm. She was a Diana on horse
Back, and few of the men could excel her in Rofseman-
ohip. ir hey old age she still has & splendid and perfect
Mount on the back of the most spirited rteed.

Captain King was noted for his honesty, falrness and
abiiity to tale care of his intetests in any business
teansaction. Me fougt he way through the long period
of terrorism carvied on by the border rtffans, who comms
:ud hitn at every step for the coming civilisation and

Mt of that seetion of the Southwest.

BATTLES WITH DESPERADOES

Inpumerable stories of Ny batties with the bands of
Boaperate outlaws wiho preyed on his foamifg herds of
sattle are told today in the cumpfires of sowboys ih the
employ of his widow, By hard work and close attention
W business he added to W original small parcel of land,

¢ ggotion by Section and traet by traet, until at the time
of his Geath, & quarter of & century ago, he owned half
& milllon aores, and his herds of cattle hud grown fiom
. fow Ared to many th as in

Highly educated and reared in lusury, Mys, King wos
of & strong, progressive and selt-reliant disposition, good
natured, but deterinined. ‘These charactetiptics weore of
fhvaltable asststance to her husband, mote. eapecially a8
ohe Bad & natural @ity for busihess, and wae & master:
Band ot understanding and graeping detalis.

During afl ihe time that Captain King was struggling
for the futire wellass of his famdly and battling with the

infesting the reglon, séeking to enrien them-
geives by tobbisig Ritn of his cattle und live stock, His
wife was his constant companion asd leus

by X
surprise by o cowardly “greaser” She pariayed for
to frontler life and ite dangers that the outiaws and tinie and talked to the Mexican, hurling questions st him A GR(
thieves who infested the seotion gave the house a wide and telling him that the chptain's motey was ol in the -
berth when thay learned that she was there nlone with an m:::n";“:h Tmm..; W . m e
her “shoottn' frons. Indesd, the despevadoss, who at Set.toe eutivw & Suard it ke ¢ Cingnd by o4 i
some time or other had to ses Captlain King on lagitimate Th’;“tnwmdxm h-u m“m:mm i g :m - ua: is erature, ant and mosie, 68 o determ
business, rendily admitted that they preferred to eall . foot on the m;‘_‘,:,"_ ',:.k.,‘ as & Sash and _’:“ he 8 the most caitivated and highly educmbed with st
ce, Cowqairnl on & could advance further, Mre. Ming hed her slwabooter sny of the large Amenioan citive cup be Ehe e it's fai
o Ger/Pudes ?élncb atmed at him and ber finger on the trigger. But as ’::“;l:l;lmh”““” L i 8o i
ok 8o sho had been, the bullet meant for the owt- il G TE B ST e T Chicag
throat's heart sped o'er Ms prostrate form, The tollow - Simcgron b ollc
had thrown up both hands, and with & ory of ageny Bad o L L m opan-bunted hospitahity em the y;.i poliden
fallen in & heap in the deorwsy. Mre. King epproached Laurelos sanches, thaugh Sewe ' - red-ligl
catitiously and dlssovered that the head W, ""'""': ';:'& The needy aund wovthy am ,x Yes,
almost cleft In Swain Ly & tomahawh. m“‘"‘ . King employs nessly M pesss 5000
hamu-u.snaummm.auauudhm: tham are Muxicans i . day to
s tomahawk at the bandit. The aim of the vedsi \ & { make (
was swit and surd  In the dusk through whieh she CARES FOR HER WORKERS i a drou
poered she saw two forma approsching, and readily fhe ey o kindly and personsl interest [, ! i oasls
recognisad & couplo of Indians belonglng to & band triend-  flles of (he werkers who live aa her “.:""" the lid
1y to Oaptain Brown. As a matier of fact, the aame band ey look upes her e their best friend and i 4 per-rive
had on several ocoasions intercepted thieving OUtIMWY .4 . wepien and ehildren i m ’ The
::u;::&m to reid the King raneh, and put them to fout o o g uaye —n":x :"- s l‘xﬁm l;
The twe red men informed Mrs. XKing that the dead Fur them the “Yanch quoen of the Southwest™ B e engel street
Mexloan had eome alone to the shack, and was without mother. in the
companions, They had discovered bim 100 Mate to pres Mra, King t» geseross as well s rivh Dustng thy 1achme
vent him getting lnto the oabin, but feeling sure that be last two years she bas given away neesly 0000 acved are on
was bent on mischief and kuowing that the “good pale- of land. Of thin 35,000 acves was to abf the bullding of the petitio
face chief,’ Captain King, was away, and his “aguaw’’ & Louls, Brownsville and Metieo Retivosd, wbieh soms tions n
and ‘‘papooses” alone thoy followed him b m for more than 109 wiles. TR oo
This eplnode in the early lite of the now Swmous reseh Por the sud -ll-d--:-:
queen 18 but one of many and equally thndiling eapesi- Kingmvilly after haw [
ences through which she passed, Tansa, she Jonated SA0M0 eeres, without & esnt of somt & e
Prom & very humble begioning with hee Wusbend to the prajestors The town now hes & pepuintion of by
the nogliffement of an estats, Mra. m-l&‘w‘: OB, and lo thirg-five miles southwest of Cocpes Cheudl,
business abllity and & knowledge of affaire such & - und dimix camtpe 08 wouti-
women in thia cowntry can boast The oviginal semeh e Wemes
which she helped hor husband get together by the
wal sddition of tracts of land, the Sants Gertrudes, & on !
i evevs P £~ How Shaking Hands Originated
While most of thé lund comprised (n this remsh is wﬁ:,_ whare y hew
uu‘:m(wu the H':: “:.;nmm Mre. lh:.l.h: :ﬁ Y“‘-““‘. - = s flz‘::?tll
ceptible e P tioes, ecighmated iy
in the last twenty-five yoass the land u-:-uu Ly ” - ture,
value from 15 and 20 cents an acte to 88 or In sasly Umae, whes eoldleme P ——
All of 11 s in the urtesian wister belt, and can be trri- wmu——-n::‘.umu Mr.
gated without much trouble, and at Hite eost ek o ey and anelh  Gfher'y flew n
land under ouluv.:ml 1 ﬂuuﬁ:\m for £30 -..‘:: hands. duced
Mra. King has been i '™ s pence Boow ro— of Virt
grasing 1and i1 the four counties, and, by bortey arteian u:n:::--hw—-l
w“-‘kﬂ:‘h* f,hﬂ-n'"::'“ﬁ'he"'l” Belmets from (helv faess Whes & he pessesse of = “Che
gressive " under Tine cumians woorvions B Ve the tit
:. :(h.h :n:-“o wlhn. the caplain was there rather than  defend with Hes own life the dear ones she was pro- #1004 modesn agriculture k‘ of -: :l-—’. Delanc
o alone teeting. Frobebly seus, when sbavieg I, B oftus her la
indlans nover troubled the King ranch. They had o Once she had cecnsion for real alarm., While she was DEFIES OLD AQE woadered why thelr forbears u.-._ o vemeve B - 'l‘?llu [
wholesome respeet for the captsin’s prowess, which was Dusy ovoking supper~Capiain King being from heme and King 0 10 longer young, for ehe fo fust pass. frem (hely fpsen o the thoe of Alezsntew the Geeet % ing su
teated (N MANY AN oncOUNter whes he first settled on NOtHING {ndicating danger—she heand a nolse in the &reh . & her age, she fa the ao- Wae fousd that wihe Geops came B coudtber TRe leaif numbe
the border. 1n cousss of time the ted men g Defere (he eabin, Aunning to the window, she saw & o' of het vast property and all other foomed & good Dandhold fer Che esesy ARuande e
triendly relations with Captals King and became his The suisid 'm"’d"“’"m T . Y giving 8 eonbeetion therewith l:.z Gured (at ail Mis solfiers ahave thelr fsses. 3 the ad- Man
staunchem aliies egeinst the eatsle \Movee a8d 08t gne ha misplased fhe wes faachiod for ot sixeshaotess ' attention. She ook up the Wk of menagtng Tanches vastage of Ms army. coming
thronts 2 once. 'lllll; ehe dlu\wvndwnu rcvolvorn:n top of the when her busband died, twentyiive years &g, ol - .. S04 et " = ::::2”
Indesd, many & Sme, Whild King wes awey S0  ishos Gupbaieiy Mnd Srasved I s ube timed, Wt SO B0 SEE AAVREEE B o, e e €0 B N 2 vt
home looking after his scattered herds of oattle, ihe In-  ever, she saw the Moxiean standing in the doorway. e sword biit. When mem gave uwp SEddhag ey letters
diatis sent messages to his Wite, aiene with her babes Ho had her eovered with two pletols, which he pointe Trde, she entrusts the routine "‘wn" -J"‘ -ﬂ“-“ e bastesn and t¢
in the ehael, to warn her of impending danger. o dircotly at her. 1n broken English, interspersed with het sonsdn-law, R. J. Kisbers, who lives i in s s leopt Dneme Dedies of eemadssvs | | to dis
Friendly fedsking would walt in ambush for gangs of many Hpanish oatks, the Mexican warned her to throw nede ihe ma't PO of the grest raseh, and also where ““ Gom o6 well 6o sarved s fhe eaethen | Baw it
raiders and rout them afier & lively battie. During the down her gun and makke wo resistarios, A it would be sure the King Romestesd stands. Bul this maneger, who, who Sought W PACS PR S ot Tt Thne )‘
confist (he brave wite SNS Mether Meed on subri wity Geth for hati WMo ntruder told Ner o Nad come for  WHE Wa wite At 50 et members of the sameh On fustheh - o y ~s |
rifle i onie hand and & sin-shooter in the other, ready 10  the eaptain's gold, and that he waated it quick. queen's family living sear the parental home, bas 86 a8- aetginated the sustom wemring & By, | Al
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