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British Baptists = An Int
Colonel James T,

BY BBV, EHARLES A, NATON,

Among (he household names among Haglish Baptiste
fa that of Col. Jumes Theodore Crtfin, late president of
the Baptist Unlon and mowt prewinent in all great. de-
nominational enterprises,  Mr, Oriffin s an Amerioan by
birth, He went to Hugland some thirty years age in
conpeetion with the farining Implement business and hae
ever sinoe held & foremont position in the commereinl
oircles of Britaln, Binse 1465 he has been & member of
Regent's Park Baptist ehurell, London, and superinten
dent of Its Bunday-school for the last twenty yoars, The
offices that the geninl colonel has held in the denomina.
ton make & lodg andhonormble lst, Toone whoe kneows
him it is wo surprisi That he has enjayed the confidence
of bis bretheen in such large measmite. He s worthy,
Hven new with the welght of ‘care and yoars growing
heavy he in the same strong, vivaclous, hopeful, eour-
teous, friendly Christian man s of yore, He moves with
apringy steps, talke like o true Chiongonn (thet is s
though he means business) | preaches sever) times every
week | lends his presence to all sorth of Christian and
phillanthreple enterprises, plans and works as though he
expected to live a hundred yoars, aud always has time to
do & kindly turn fm any one from the Amerienn side of
the ses,

I have had my eye on Col, Criffin for some tme as n
good sibjeet for an ' {uterview" In the officlal sense, and
one August day 1 was able to effect my fell purpose,

** Cive me some idea of the state of the Baptiste in this
munwy when you arvived thirty years ago,'" was my first

With

req
" 'w the first few years 1 was abroad s great deal and
did not enter into Baptist lfe very completely, Charles
fpurgeon, Baptist Noel, Wi, Brock, ], P, Chown, Hugh
Htowsl Nrown, Charles Stanford, Charles Bowel and
Wm. Landels were the lénding preachers then, They *
have all passed away but Dr. Landels, At that time
there was little union or co-operation among the churehies,
Hach worked by iteelf for iteell. The difference between
Partioular and General Baptists was emphasized, Chapels
for the most part egen obscure positions in side
wtreeta, - There were those who earnestly tlesired cooper:
atlon and fn 1864 the Baptist Union was formed, and in
1806 the London Baptist Association, While there were
e and able mett the denomination was weak
and that esprit de conps which marked the denom-
© fmetion in America. Bince 1864 much has been done,
ton n?'::umbu ‘:‘u the average have bm built
§ new buildings sought the open
H"Il““ pl.nonlhuﬂlllﬁr uumm

gives & :
God, In Scotland the Wnnd mumlmu
The field of our Misslonary Society has expanded and its
Income has nearly If not quite doubled, Chapel debts
lhiave to & large extent been paid off and finagelally the
denomination has made great advance,”

' As @ layman T wish you to tell me how the British
Baptists look to you te-day, What you consider their
wenkness und strength--things that help or hinder pro.

“Thiis is 0 delioste subject to touch upon, but 1 shall
try to be falr, While in many substantial ways we have

in the last thirty years, numerically the ad.
vanoe his been slight. Or;nlmlnn is more perfect,
Oreatér unity has been obtained, The General and Pare
tleular Baptists have united !m in the truest sense we
fiave not growsn, ‘The maln cause of weakness is lack of
backbone, The principles which all true Haptists hold
dear are rarely taught, Open churches lead to indiffer-
ence, Personally T am not a close communionist, but [
th very strongly for close membership, 1 contend that
only regenerate, immersed bellevers should constitute o
Baptist chiurch, The fact that so many of our churches
are now open and many of our leaders advocate still
greater lutitude s cause for wenknens and loss of mem-
bership, Another eause of weakness is the ministry iteelf,
A larger number now offer themselves for the work but
I mueh doubt f they are equal to the men of thlry years
ugo. Colleges are weak, They educate largely those
who seek for ald while those able to afford an eduoation
o elsewhere and rarely are found i 4 Bajtist pulpit,
With all kindness and respect let me say that many of
the students would do better work for Chrlst as laymen,
We have an underpald ministry and we lack, not preach-
ors, but men,"

' An 1o the outlook for the future ! '

CWell, 1 s no prophet, but unless Daptiste stand
more firmly for the old truthe=full ohedience (o the
teachings of Qod's word1 fear they will drift, The
wnlon of the churehen Is discussed, Good Baptints openly
nidvocate entire freedom to all members | go where they
will, worship where they prefer, sink all differences, Iat
the apeelal views of the denomination be kept in the
backyround, . Tven let there be o font as well san hlr
tistery--meet the wants of the age and let love prevall
Unthl our ministers are prepared to stand for the whole
truth and !o ist churehien are composed of baptised
wiembers, 1 not see that we can hope to grow In
strength."

With these wise. words of Col, Grifin for the tewt |
should lke to preach a little sérmion to our hh
hrethren, A congregation of peaple in Londou ls

 oongrégation in Boston or Torento. They drem oulu.

look allke, siug alike, think and pray and lve and die
alike, They are (0 all intents and purposes one, Yot -
here we are hounding forward with o noble all-conguer-
ing mevement, while there the denomination moves with
hluﬂuz step. Bome of the greatest preachers the world
fas held have been Rnglish Baptists, How does It hap
pen that the ehurch of Robert Hall aud John Fester and
Willism Carey and Andrew Fuller and Charies Bpurgeon
s not managed to Tay hold upon the publie imagination
and consclense and make a positive, definite, large place
for (taelf ?  Bome sy it is because of the Hatablishment,
Bt l'n
in the Britleh environment, 1 may be wrong but st this
writing 1 uu not shake off the convietion the Eng-
lish  Raptiste have been striving to maintain the name
while eager to rejeot and rin up the substance of Ba llt
bellef, The fact is that in the majority there is no
convietion that the Baptist denomination has any mpmu
reason to be,  There {s no assurance of & divine message
and misslon lke thet which hias inspived the American
ehurches. Trom Robert Hall down the great men have
« almost unanimously newtralised and minimized the posi.
tive pawer of their Baptist principies,
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At this season of special effort on the part of Chris's
g:yhmm saving of the lost and the guiding
venward of the saved, it must be of the highed
impartance to know just what is needed to insure succest
We have it in this, "*Restore unto me the joy of 1]
salvation, and -wwmmuym Then wil
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