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How It Operates.

The announcement that M.
Burns, 3. P., has organised a Lum-
ber Company, or syndicate, with a
capital of a quarter of a million to

operate in the Province of Quebec, is
anadditional indication that lumber

this province.
prefer to encourage operations within

his own province, other considera-
tions being equal. He would do so,

| moreover, beca :se he has large in-

terests at stake in New Brunswick,
which musig be benefitted, by the
promotiori of any great business en-
terprige, but he is forced by the dis-
advantages attending lumber opera-
tions here to direct his actention, his
own capital and that of those asso-
ciated with him in this big under-
taking to a province where the lam-
ber industry is not so heavily haadi-
capped as it is in his own. There
can be little doubt that if the New
Brunswick government were as lib-
eral in its " policy towards lumber-
men as is that of Quebee, we would
have fewer idle mills, retain many
of our people who are now forced to
leave us from want of employment
and, at the same time, realise the
benefits of capital seeking investment
in enterprises such as that promoted
by Mr. Burns.

The Eent Nerthern.

Mr. John C. Brown, who controls
the Kent Northern Railway, writes
a letter to the Sun in reply te com-
plaints that have been made in con-
nection with the non-running of
trains on that road. He says he has
made every reasonable effort to keep
it open for traffic, and we infer from
his letter that at all times when the
trains were not running because of
the snow blockades, men were em-
ployed in clearing the track. He
explains that over one half of the
rails furnished by the Dominion
Government to the company were
from the Prince Edward TIsland nar-
row-guage road and of very light
weight. This obliged him to dispose
of a heavy locomotive, which, while
it had enabled him to successfully
fight the snow-drifts, injured the
rails, and made it necessary for him
to obtain and run light engines,
which were unequal to the task of
successfully working the snow-
plow.

While the explanations given by
Mr. Brown are satisfactory . to a cer-
tain extent he does »not appear to
fully appréciate the situation. He
seems to assume that very little in-
convenience and loss—save to himself
—have been caused by the non-
running cf trains between Richibucto
and the I. C. R., a proposition which
we think will not be generally ac-
cepted as correct, for we know, from
the complaints reaching us from en-
tirely disinterested, and even friend-
ly parties, that the business of the
locality affected has suffered to a
considerable extent by the stoppage
of railway trafficc. 'We are convinced
that well-directed efforts to keep the
Kent Northern open during the past
winter could not have been other-
wise than successful, for no accident
seems- to have occurred to disable
either the engines or snow-plow,
which. Mr. Brown has personally
assured the writer are in good order.
It may, we think, be safely assumed
that want of promptness in raising
the blockade caused it to be so long
established during the present win-
ter, and it is to be hoped that the ex-
periences of the management in that
respect will enable it to avoid being
again caught napping in the same
way. So far as the ADVANCE is con-
cerned, it would much rather praise
than blame those connected with any
public service, and we are particular-
ly desirous of seeing the Kent Nor.
thern a complete success. We,
therefore, hope its management will
not again give us cause for adverse
criticism.

Tareatricted Reciprocity.

Parliamentary interest during last
week centered on Sir Richard Carc-
wright’s resolution in favor of unre-
stricted reciprocity with the United
States, which called forth a lucid and
unanswerable speech by Mr. Charle-
ton. Thecre was nothing more worth
saying—certainly, no reply to com-
plete demonstration. The proposi-
tion is fairly and distinctly sbefore
both parliament and the country. In
regard to the vote and the fatal ma.
jority for the amendment of the gov-
ernment, moved with all Mr. Foster's
verbose chatter, they are as nothing
to stay the tide of awakened opinion,
which will work like leaven in meal
between now and the next appeal to
the people. The issue is now clear
and undoubted, The government
has nailed the fading colors of the
National Policy to the mast, while
the opposition has, at last, espoused
and declared an alternative policy in
unmistakable wordsand with a delib-
eration which cannot be thought
hasty. Let it abide in a struggle for
it, and abandon all fads and fanati-
cisms, both foreign “and domestic,
and the time is approaching fast
wheu those who profess their belief

|

in continental free trade will be ask-
Ved to give proof of the taith that is in
. them by putting it in practice.
As Mr. Charleton said, the gov-
ernment marks its hypocrisy by

operators are at a disadvantage in |
Mr. Burns is a New |
Brunswicker and, doubtless, would |

relations on unobtainable terms.
Like the fox's feast hoth viands and |
vessels arg unsuited to the guests, l
who simﬁ{v retuse to accept what iu |
would be disadvantageous to receive.
Since 1879 the administration has
had a musty, obsolete provision on
the statute book, respecting recipro-
city. which is forgotten through its
uselessness and only recalled on
occasions such as this debate, or for
service in stump speeches to make a |
dishonest reply to the charge of ne-
glect of trying to negoliate some
terms of reciprocity.

For nine long years they have
been fishing with a bait designed to
repel what they pretend to decoy.
Industry and earnestness in pursuit
of the cbject would suggest new
methods and revised proposals, while
persisting in a course fatal to success
argues a determination not to suc-
ceed.

The fuct is the National Policy s
false to everything but itself and,
therefore, cannot be true to anything
that is in the general interest of the
country. As the administration
rose on it and lives by it, it will die
with it ard all its injustice and ira-
morality. The dearly-bought experi-
ence which the country has attained
through its existence is the only en-
during benefit which it will leave
behind. In the declaration of the
policy ‘of unrvestricted reciprocity
with the United States in natural
and manufactured products, the Lib-
eral party has redeemed an error and
supplied a want. It will also turn
the attention of the people toa
practical question and from the
speculation and dangers ofboth Com-
mercial Union and Annexation.

The great menace to our political
independence lies in the natural laws
of trade being obstructed, which, in
course of time, will assert themselves
with a rending force before which
artifical barriers will be as withes on
the arms of Samson. To attain the
greater we sacrifice the less if it
stands in the way and which must
always lie in the direction of politi:
cal insurrection as opposed to natural
and lawful commercial development.

That we should permit our institu-
tions to be the instruments of commer-
cial injustice is - our own blame, nor
need we be revolutionary if we have
the intelligence to be righteous. It
is the administration and not our in-
gtitutions thatis at fault. We have
simply to change the miller and not
burn the mill if we would have better
grist.

The ery about loyalty is utter gib-
berish and unseasonable, like a motley
coat at a funeral. To discuss it in con-
nection with the subject of reciprocity
of trade with the United States would
be just as consistent and in as good
taste as to follow an ill odor when in
search of a garden of flowers. The
path of true loyalty to British connec-
tion and institutions lies in the direction
of making Canada, by benevolent trade
relations, the indissoluble link which
is to rebind the Anglo-Saxon race as a
unit once more. Those who advise
keeping up commercial barriers be-
tween the States and Canada display
less foresight and more disloyalty to
British interests than North and Gran-
ville did a century ago. They would
continue what mankind has denounced
as both a crime and a blunder, and
that only to cover a great policy of
plunder—a policy which enables the
rich man, the professioual politician
and the swindler, to put their hands
into the pockets of the poor man and
him of moderate means through a com-
plicated system of taxation.

Mr. Charleton is quite right in ar-
guing from experience that the present
annexation thoughts will pass away
with their inviting cause,and disappear
in the content and general prosperity
which would attend on unrestricted
reciprocity. It was so in 1854 and
will be so again.

It is no discredit to the other
speeches on the same side to say that
Mr. Charleton’s was the best and that
it will be read with most interest and
will leave the sharpest impression on
the mind of the country. It is the
true, unclouded and practical exposition
of the subject and should be circulated
in verbatim form. The facts, figures
and reflections which it contains
will afford rich material for people to
ruminate on and inspire a real hope
for the future. The issue now between
the two great parties is National Pol-
icy against continental free trade. It
is raised at a time when the Liberal
interests seemed to be waning because
the party was without a policy, as it
had been without a leader; it is raised
in response to popular demand and is
pregnant with vitality and the essential
elemerts of a practical and living issue,
which will awake the indifferent to in-
terest and range the  people on the
respective sides, leaving little doubt as
to that which must ultimately win.

Sir JorN MacpoNALD recently said
that the only trouble about commercial
union was ‘‘that no one wantoed it;
“Canada did not want it, and the Uni-
“‘ted States would not have it, so he
‘‘did net sea what use it was to talk
“about it.” Iy appears that he will
have to find some other objection.  The
United States House of Representa-
tives’ Committee on Foreign Affairs has
unanimously decided to report favor-
ably Mr. Hitt's resolution in favor of
commercial union between Canada and
the United States. This action ought
to give new life to the agitation for re-
ciprocity which is now going on. in
both countries.

xothou !

Castoria is recommended by physicians
for children teething. It is a purely vege
table preparation, its ingredients are pub.
lished around each bottle, Tt is pleasant
to the taste and absolutely harmless. 1t
relieves constipation, regulates the bowels,

" quiets pain, cures diarrheea and wind colic,

allays feverishness, destroys worms, and

prevents convulsions, soothes the child
and gives it refreshing and natucal sleep-

| inviting the Amervicans to veciprocal | Castoria is the children's panacea—the

mothers’ friend, 35 doses, 35 cents.

The Logislature.

- MarcH 14.
Tie 1li wbolishing the Board of Agri-
culture and vestiny the mauagement of
that interest in the Governuiont was pass-
ed in the Assembly,

Hon. Mr. Blair committed the bLill re-
specting the practice and procecdure of
the supreme court, Murray in chair, Mr.
Blair said this was one of the bills recom.
mended by the law commission. The
general scope of the act was to simplify

‘, proceedings before the courts, rendering

trials more speedy and lessening costs.
The bill contained several distinct fea-
tures. If the committee approved of the
general principle of the bill, sit wounld be
desirable to adopt it as far as possible
without amendwent. He explained some
of the sections, and would be happy to
hear the views of the different legal gentle.
menin the house in reference to the bill.

Mr. Hanington said he had great respect
for the members of. the law commission.
It was ovident, however, that the work
of preparing these bills had been left te
the junior meémbers of it. The commission
in their report state positively that they
sev no reason for an amalgamation of the
supreme and county court, yet the first
section of the bill gives judges of county
courts power to do supreme court business.

He understood there was only one vote
in the commission for an amalgamation of
the supreme and county - courts, yet an
amalgamation would be much better than
what is proposed by this bill. The pro-
position contained in the first section was
simply absurd, and he argued at length in
support of that view.

Mr. Tweedie said he would not dispute
the correctness of some of Hanington’s
statements. It would be a great conveni-
ence, hewever, to members of the barin
his counnty if county court judges were
given the power of supreme court judges.
The attorneys residing where there was
no supreme court judge, would not be
obliged to go or send to 8t. John or Fred-
ericton in many cases as at present.

The bill was further discussed and pro-
{:pss was reported with leave to sit again,

MaRrcH 15.
Messrs. Wilson, Phioney, Young, Mor-
risey and Rellamy were appointed a
special committee to consider and report
upon the liens bill,

Hon. Mr. Ritchie introduced a bill con-
ferring certain powers upon the Nova
Scotia Telephone company (limited) and
also a bill incorporating the New Bruns-
wick Gas and Electric Light, Fuel and
Power Company (limited.)

Hon, Mr. Blair moved the following
resolutions:—

Whereas, At a conferencé held in the
city of Quebec in the mouth of October
last, of delegates and members represen-
ting the executive government of tive of
the provinces of Canada, called for the
purpose of conferring upon questions of
inter-provincial interest, it was unani.
mously resolved as follows: —

[Here follow the resolutions as passed
by the Quebec Conference of last summar. ]

And Whereas, 1t is proposed to submit
the aforegoing resolutions to the respect.
ive legislative assemblies of the provinces
for concurrence, with a view to the
amending of the B. N. A. act in accord-
ance therewith; be it therefore

Resolved, That this house doth concur
in the said resolutions: and further

Resolved, That an humble address be
presented to his honor the lieutenant-
governor praying that his honor may
cause to be conveyed to her most gracious
majesty the Queen, the assurance of the
devotion and loyalty of her majesty’s
faithful subjects, the legislative assembly
of this province, to her majesty’s throne
and person, and humbly praying her
majesty to gnciouu}z cause her parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom, to be mov-
ed to amend the act. chap. 3 of 31st Vie-
toria, An act for the union of Canada,
Nova 8cotia and New Brunawick, and the
government thereof, and for purposes con-
uvected therewith, agreeably to the fore-
going resolutions.

Hon. Mr. Blair, in moving the adoption
of the resolutions, narrated the cir.
cumstances which led to the couference
at'Quebec. He read from the speech of
the lieut.-governor of Quebec on the open-
ing of the legislature of that province in
1887, wherein such a conference was pro-
posed. He (Blair) told of the communi-
cations, informal and formal, that after-
wards took place between the government
of Quebec and the government of this
province. When the invitation of tha
premier of Quebec was recewved asking
this government to join with the govern-
mtents of the other provinces in the maet-
inz at Quebée, with the view of seeing
~hat amendmeuts conld ba sugg-sted to
the Briti-h North America act of 1867,
the question as to what course sh.uld he
wdopted was considered by the membe s
of this government. Was the govern-
ment asting on bebalf of the province to
stand aloof? Orehould it unite in a
discussion with members of goveram-uts
of other provinces
grounds for the parpose of repairing de.
tects in the constitutional systemn «f (le
country? The question presenting itself
in that way, it was decided that members
»f this government should mest the repre.
sentatives from other provinces, aad in a
fair, frank and opan way discaes the
British North America Act, acting neither
a the interests of, nor in opposition to,
this or that political party. Having that
ohject in view the provincial secretary
aud himself attend:d the cooference. It
was not unreasonsble, that, after 20
years of counfederation, the constitation
should require sume change; and he
could see no objection to a conference
intended to perfect our aystem and
perpetuate the union of the provinces.
The gentlemen whom they met from the
other provinces, he was bound to say, ap-
peared inclined to dissuss all questions
from a broad, patriotic standpoint. It

ed with the conclusions of which neither
the provincial secretary nor himself counld
agree, but it was only the resolutions
which had been unanimourly adopted that

jections as to the merits of the resolutions
themselves, but that there sh

upon none political

was true that some questions were discuss- .

have been laid before this house, and with !
which hou. members are asked to agree. !
At the outset he was met, not with ob-

Id have .

kuowleﬂged to be one of the most perfect
pieces of statesmanship ever drafted, there
have been difficulties between the local
and central authorities which were only
overcome by the requirel changes. The
features of the B. N. A. act being new

{ and the act being complexia its charaster,

it was not to he wondered that experience
would show that the same remedy would
be necessary. Ifit be conceded that there
are some defects in our constitution (and
who will doubt that®) what objection
could there'be to the govarnments of this
and other provinces considering desirable
remedial legislation ? But, says a portion
of the press, the Jocal legislatures should
not deal with such (questions as de-
fects in the constitution. Such ‘matters,
those papers say, should be leftto the
members of the dominion parliament.
This legislature is told that if changes ara
needed in the constitution affecting the
interests of this proviace, the New Bruns-
wick members at Ottawa are the only
proper parties to look after the makin g of
such changes. He could not assent to
that view. New Brunswick had 16 mem-
bers at Ottawa, and many of them were
able, capable and efficient membera, But
they had not been sent to Ottawa to spec-
ially guard provincial interests. Such
matters were entrusted to the members of
this goverament and legislature. It was
not only the right and privilege of every
memberiof this house to deal with  this
question, but it was the sacred duty of
each to raise his voice in favor of such
remedial measures which his judgment
tells him would be in the interest of the
country. He did not look upon the con-
stitution of the country as too sacred a
thing to amend, if the general and pro-
vincial interests demanded it. Ha did
not mear to say that the resolutions sub-
mitted to this house were the very em-
bodiment of wisdom. Naturally at such
a meeting as.the Quebec conference, there
had to be a‘ surrender of some personal
opinions in order to reach common
ground. If the house adopted the reso-
lutions, they would be “transmitted to
the Queen, and by their adoption in the
various parliaments represented at Que-
bec, it was ‘hoped to have the desired
amendments in the constitution made.
Before taking up the subject proper he
2 A to hat +h H

>

to disallowance by her majesty in coun-
cil, as before confederation. He read the
first resolution adopted at Quebec. He
would not say that the dominion govern~
ment had exercised the power of disallow-
auce in an arbitary maansr, but the act |
as it now atands gives them the right to
doso. It wasassumed, when the B. N,
A, act passed, that provincisl legislation
could only be disallowed when a provin-
cial legislature exceeded its authority.
The interpretation of the act by the min-
ister of justice in 1308, as & the power of
the dominion parlianent in reference to
provincial acts, differed very much from
that put upon it by the people before cou-
federation. Before confederation the
veto power was with the imperial goveru-
ment, and was never exercised except
when some imperial rights were interfered
with. Now the legislation of any provin-
cial legislature can bs trampled upon by
the party io power at Ottawa, whether
that party be Liberal or Coaservative.
The principle was an erroneous one,

It would be admtted that when a dif-
ficulty occurs between a provincial body
and the federal authority, one of the par-
ties interestad should nat be the body t»
determine whether the subject of dispute
proparly came within the power of the
provincial or federal body. Acts pre.
pared by tho attorney general or the solic-
itor general of any province go t» the
minister of jastice, mrwhxs one man has
the right to say whether they shall be
allowed or not. The supreme court of
Canada should decide these questions
withan appeal to the privy council. But
it is arguod that New Brunswick has her
own members at Ottawa. True, but there
are only 16 New Brunswick members at
Ottawa, so the question of disallowance
of & New Brunswick act would really be
decided by the members of other provinces.
The power to disallow legislation on the
ground that it conflicted with some do-
minion interest admitted of abuse.in leg-
islation. This was too much power to
give to auy one gentleman, no matter
what bis ability might be. The dominicn
government claim the right to say wheth-
er our legislation is correct or mot. We
ssy that there should be equal facilities to
the federal and provincial goveraments
for promptly obhmmg a judicial deter-

prop
thrown out by some members in this
house, and in a portion of the press. Ob-
jection was made to these resolutions on
the alleged ground that they were the re-
sult of political animosities towards the
present dominion government; that they
were, in fact, the work of the Grit poli-
ticians. Five provinces were represented
| at the conference. The governments of
| Nova Scotia, Quebec and Oatario arein
| the bands of political parties not in accord
with the dominion government, If, in-
deed, it can be eaid that any local govern-
ment is in the hands of a political party,
could it be said that the other govera-
ments represented were antag: to the
dominion government? Would they say
that the Manitoba government at the
time of the conference was in opposition
to the Ottawa government? They would
surely not say that the government of
New Brunswick i8 a Grit government.
Mr. Tweedie— W hat is it then?

&ise
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resp g the validity of stat-
utes of both the federal parliament and
provincial legislatures. No acts of thie
legisiature had been disallowed, but under
the B. N. A. act, as it now stands, there
was no telling when our rights would be
interfered with. He referred to the
troubles at Ottawa over tbe New Bruns-
wick School act. Happily all differences
in reference to that matter are now over
and he only mentioned it to show what
might ocour at any time as the constitu-
tion now stands,

Mr. Blair dwelt at very considerable
length on the question of disallowance to
s show how dangerous to provincial rights
was the power now vested in the domin-
ion government.

Mr. Hanington—What laws passed by
this legislature were disallowed at Ot-
tawa?

Mr. Blair—The case of another province
to-day may be our’s to-morrow, It was
only because this government took a firm

Mr. Blair—It is composed of g
in sympathy with the dominion govern-
ment and of some who are opposed to thet
government. This government in the ad-
ministration of pffairs knows neither Lib-

eral nor Conservative and manages its
sffairs entirely regardles® of this or that
political party in the best interest of the
country. (Applause,) He most emphati-
cally repudiated the statement that these
resolutions were the work of Grit politi-
cians. Where was the evidence for the
statemgnt that the resolutions were adopt-

stand against the threat from Ottawa,that
the Fredericton bridge was a reality.
He referred to the forest and stream hill
and other legislation of the Ontario legis-
lature that had been disallowed. He wae
no more willing togive toa Liberal gov-
ernment at Ottawa than a Conservative
government extreme power of disallow-
ance. Mr. Blair continued to argue in
support of the resolutions, reading resolu-
tions Nos. 1,2, 3, 4 and 5, and speaking
m favor of each. Shortly before six
o'clock, he moved the adjournment of the

ed to embarrass thed gover t?
1f there was any such testimony it ought
not to be difficult to produce it. He was
free to say that among those at the con-
ference were some very strong Liberals,
On the other hand, there were present
some very strong Conservatives, and the
fact that all had agreed in the resolutions
showed that there was no desire to make
capital for any political party,

He claimed the consideration of the
house for the resolutions on their merits.
The argument of those who say that the
resolutions are the result of political ani-
mosities proceeds from an inability to
grapple with what is contaived in the re-
solutions themseives. The resolutions
simply affirmed plain principles, without
condemuning any political pa'ty. Mem-
bers should not be alarmed at the thought
that we should amend the constitution of
Canada. Those who framed the B N. A,
act lookad npou »+ @« a neasure that
would requice to be chanzed from time to
time. Thev recognised that it was im-
possibls for them to foresee the difficnl-
ti-s that might arise 'n working out the
" new system. He referred to Hon. George
Brown as one of the fathers of confedera-
tion. There was no warmer friend of the
niion than My, Brown, who was for a
long time the most prominent man in
Ontaria. He went into a coalition gov-
ernment with Sir John A, Macionald for
the purpose of carrying confederation,
Mr. Blair quoted from a speech deliver.d
by Mr. Brownin 1865, which stated mo
constitution was ever framed that was
without defect, The B. N. A. act, ac-
cording to that Oatario statesman, was
largely experimental, and in its working
would require amendment. If that was
the opinion of such a man as the Hon.
George Brown, why should any member
of this house stand aghast at the thought
of legislation intended to remedy some of
; the defects that time had made apparent?
He quoted from the despatches of Lord
Durham on the subject of union, which
despatches were written long before con-
tederation and which pointed out that
time would suggest changes.

The attorney general then took up the
B, N. A, act and reviewed it at length,
showing what were the powers specially
given to the dominion parliament, and
what authority it was intended that
proviucial legislatures should have. These
resolutions did not pretend iu any way to
interfere with the power given to the
d parli t. They deal more

\

been any conference at all. A porsion of
the press undertakes to say that, in meet-
ing as we did, we travelled outside of the
jurisdiction of local legislatures and Jlocal
governments; that it was beyond the scope
of our authority to discuss the matters
contained in the resolutions, and that
thes» questions should have been left to
other tribunals. He differed from that
view and was satisfied that the great ma-
jority of the members would agree with
him in his view.. It would be unreason-
able to suppose that, udder the federal !
system of government, there would not
besome friction between the provinces and
federal authorities. He was not aware
of the fact that the framers or the B, N. A,
act were sufficiently omniscient to foresee
all difficulties that might ariee in working
out the new system,

Look at the United States, Although
the oonatitytion of that count:

aﬁﬁdren‘éq for

particularly with the governmental ma-
chinery of the different provinces. If, in
the working out of the system, the pro.
vinces como in conflict with the dominion
government, no matter what political
party is in power, we should take ateps to
remedy the difficulty. One of
the sections of the British North America
act reserves to the federal goverumeut
the power of disallowing at will'all acts
. passed by a provinsial legislature. This
power gives to the federal government
i arbitrary control over legislation ef the

debate till to-morrow, at 2.30 p. m., after
speaking for upwards of two hours and a
half.

The house sdjourned till to-morrow
morning.

MarcH 16

Quite a discuesion took placein the As-
sembly to-day on a motion by Mr. Young
for copies of acaounts of expenditures con-
nected with great roads, by-roads and
bridges in Gloucester in 1886 and 1887.

Tae Chief Commissioner Leing absent
in St. Juhn as full explanations as might
have been made were not submitted.

Hon.' Mr, Blair referred to the unavoid-
able abssuce of Mr. Ryan and said the in-
[Sormation, as sought, would involve a
large expease ‘to specially prepate it- an
exponse that wis nanccassary in view of
the fact that tha publie
mittee, of which Mr. Young was a mem-
ber, had a large portion of it before them
and therefore available to Mr. Young for
his examioation. Any accounts not he-
fore that commi-te: wuuld he cheerfu'l:
furnishad.

Me. Youang said there wars strong rea-
sons for having the nanirs brought down,
He wonld prefer, however, giving his rea-
sons when the chief commissioner was in
his place.

Mr. Spoaker #aid Mr. Young could
withdraw the motion and give a new not.
ice of motion.

accounts com-

Mr. Young said that would not do as it
would involve too much delay. If the
motion could not stand over uantil the
chief commissioner was present he woulil
aow give the reason why he moved tue
resolution. He understood that in most
counnties the bye road expenditure was in
the hands of the members. la Glouces-
ter the chief commissioner took eantire
coatrol of the expenditure. He (Young)
had never been consulted in these matters.
He would not mind that, however, if the
expenditures were fairly made; but they
were not fairly made. In Caraquet, the
claims of the parties who voted against
Mr. Ryan have been ignored. Then,
again, there have baen soms very peculiar<
expenditures. He knew of a case in the
parish of Inkerman where a man got 8145
for the building of & bridge iu his aqwn
field. The bridge was in no way connect.
ed with the public thoroughfare. An-
other case was in New Bandon, where a
mun got $100 to build a road through his
own back field. In that parish, too,
while this was done, a road in the settle-
ment, a public thoroughfare, had been
igrored by the chief commissioner. An-
othor case that required explanation was
st Shippegan, where $50 was paid out in
1886,

Hon. Mr. Blair said as the atatements
of the hun. member were to some extent
personal reflections upon the chief com-
missioner, it would have been preferable
had they been made when Houn. Mr, Ryan
was present. As the hon. member had in
his power to get, through the public
accounts committee, all the in-

provinces within their own sphere. The
opivion of the conference was that the
act should be amended by taking away
this pawer cof disallowiug provincial
atatutes, leaving to the peaple of each
proviuoe through their representativas in
the provincial legislature the free exercise
of their exclusive right of legislation on

was sc. the matters assigned to them, subject only Turier, Black, Alward,

‘Pitcher’s Castorla. |

formati he desired he would
have to ask the house to vote tha resolu-
tions down. If the hon. member had any
confidence in his own statements in the
matter he should not hesitate to lay the
case before the public accounts committee.
The resolution was defeated, the vate
being: Yeas, Young, Theriault, Hum
phmy, §; nays, Blair, Mitchell, Ritchie,
Morrisey, Le-
Blane, Killam, Wilson, Ruseell, Phinaey,

l LaBillois, Taylor, White, Quinion, Stock-

S———

ton. Lowis, Hibbard, Hetherington, Doug- l
lass, Ketchum, Atkinson, Burchill, Ber-’
ryman, Bellamy, Moore, 27. b
ATTORNEY GENERAL BLAIR, ‘
in resuming tac disou&s’ion on the Quebec
regolutions, suid that in view of the
lengthy speach of yesterday he wunld!
deal as rapidiy as possibls with the re- |
maining resolutions. He would do so in |
order not to weary the membe:rs and so t
that the debate might not be nuneccssar-
ily prolonged., The sixth resolution de
sires thaty the British North Americs
Act be so amended that the Federal Par-
liameat shall not have the powe: uf «
drawing from Provineiz! jniisdiction loeal
works situatad v hin any provines and
built in part or otherwise with the money
of the province or the municipalities there- |
of. At present the Federal authorities
have the power of so withdrawlog such
local works, withou$ compensation, by
merely declaring the same to be tor the
general advautage of Canada or for the
advantage of two or more provinces.
That is in direct opposition to one of the
terms upon which we entered confedeta-
tion., Then it was distinctly vnderstood
that all such works were to be the exclu-
sive right of the local parliaments. The
construction put upon the act by the Fed-
eral anthorities absolutely transfers such
works from the local legislatures to the
Dominion government. No matter how
much & provincial legislature may have
aided any railway, whenever it pleases the
Dominion government, such works shull
cease to be under the legislature which
created it. He did not think it unreason-
able that the Act be changed so that the
local legislatures might have restored to
them the power it was intended they
should have according to one of the terms
of Confederation. According to the Rail-

ithe
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way Act of 1883, all railways crossing or
connecting with the Intercolonial, the
Grand Trunk or the North Shore are de-
clared to be works for the general advan-
tage of Canada. What railway can we
build that will not cross or connect with
the 1. C. R.? And the minute a road
crosses or connects with the I. C. R. it is
withdrawn from our jurisdiction, no mat-
ter how much we may have aided it in
the way of subsidies. The mere stating
of such a proposition, he was satisfied,
would lead hon. members to see how fair
and just was the claim that the B. N, A.
Act should be amended. Nuw Brunswick
has done much to assist railway enterprise,
The railways in operation in our province
may become profitable, If they do would
it be nnreasonable to expect them to con-
tribute some portion out of their large
oarnings to the revenue of the province,
As the act now stands we would be with-
out power to act. At present we have a
right to construct public works, but when
they are constructed they may be, and are
seized upon by the Dominion government.
This places us in a subordinate, belittling
pusition. Not only may the works ba
taken, but they may be taken without
compensation.

Mr. Hanington—When has the Domin-
ion government taken any of these works.

Hon. Mr. Blair—It has taken away our
right to control and regulate them. After
we have given birth to these works if our
right to control them be taken away, is it
not the same as taking away our property?
He would tell the hon. geatleman that
there'are interferences which touch the
feelings and sentiments, and that all rights
do not reside in the pockets of the people.
He desired to see our rights carefully
maintained and we should do as much to
guard them as we would guard agaiost a
hostile foe on our shores, though our act-
tion may not partake of the character of
violence. The seventh resolution deals
with the electoral lists,. We propose in a
measure to have a say ragarding such lists,
He did not think there should be much
feeling over the resolution. The time was
coming when the franchise would be in
the hands of every citizen capable of exer-
cising it. The Dominion government will
no doubt ere loug adopt manhood suffrage
and he thought we in New Brunswick
would do the same before many more ses-
sions go by. (Hear, hear.) That would
do away with the present expensive and
cuambersome system. By tho rcsol ition
proposed the Dominion would save money
and we would also save. The resolution
should meet with a favorable respouse
from those controlling the Dominion gov.
ernment and he was convincad that it
would be agreeable to all members of the
Honse. The 8th resclution was intonded
to remove all doubts as to the power of
local governments in appointing stipen
diary,police and other magistrates and all
officers 'who are under the jurisdiction of
the nravineial legislatures.

Comin < to the 9°h rosolntion the Attor-
nir anordl aaid it was not until pacentle
that the right of the proviness to recnive
fees pnid or nayable on legal prose lines
in the nravineial courts had been quest on-
ed, This resolution was intended to ra
move all doubts on the matter. Rosaln-
tion 10 affirmed the right of Pravineirl
Leuislatures to have exclusive jurisdiction
to make laws in relation to the ad'ninistra-
tion of justive, and' he was satisfied the
House wou'd see the wislom of adopting
the principle of the resclution. He ap-
prehended that there woull be no serious
objection resolution to No. 11, (regarding
the powers of the Legislature with respect
to itself) and would pass it over without
comment,

Resolution 12 proposed a way to abolish
the second chamber withont requiring the
consent of the chamber itself. No one
would doubt that in this province it was
desirable to abolish the Legislative Coun-
cil. This house has spoken out more than
once in favor of the disallowance of the
secoud chamber, but sn far we have not
accomplished'much, The method propos.
ed by the resolution would no douht be
effective. He had seen in a St. John pa.
per that the suggestion was no way to
bring about the abolition, That paper
had said that if the government were hon.
est in its desire to aholish the council the
change could have been made, That was
an unfair criticism. The government has
shown an earnest desive to abolish the
Legislative Council, When a vacancy
was to be filled thev did not go among
those of their fallowers who were hostile
to the abolition of the council. They ap-
pointed men whose word, faith, assurances,
votes and expressions in this house should
have been a guarantee that in the council
they would vote in accordance with their
votes and leclarations in  this house re.
garding the question of abolishing the
council. If we placed our trust in some
of them in vain, we should nat bs con-
demned for their conduot. If the acts
and votes of seme members of the upper
house were inconsistent with their public
declarations and votcs in this body
the government was not to blame. He re-
gretted to know that wome of the gengle.
men who had hgen appointed ta the lagis.
lative cayucil had deserted former prinei-
ples regarding the abolition of the council.
He would like t» sce the men they (the
government) had appointed do credit to
their repeated declarations;
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