MC 2035 POOR

e Foening

P

DOCUMENT

es ¥ Sfar

VOL,X. Nea 86

TWELVE PAGES—ONE CENT

ST. JOHN N B, SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 1915

CUT IN ESTIMATES DOES NOT PREVENT
INGREASE OF $104,000 IN ASSESSMENT

City’s Advance of $77,000 Mostly Due
To Failue of Unexpended Balance

To Wipe Out Interest

Public Works Has Increase of Only $6,000 For

- Actual Work And Police Department Gets $10,-
000 More For Fourteen New Men—County Total
Still Only Approximate But Increase of $30,000
Believed Unavoidable—President Likely Says
Board of Trade, Dissatisfied, Will Take More
Interest in Civic Atfairs

With an exact jncrease of $76,942.12

in the city estimates as finally adopted ’

yesterday, and an apparent unavoidable increase of nearly $30,000 in the county
estimates, as they were approved by the finance committee of the municipal
council the total increase in the city assessment can be fairly guaged at $504,-
000. The saving of $100,000 from the original estimate was effected through
cutting the board of works and safety department estimates by abost $60,000,
by applying unexpended balances of about $7,000 to reduction of interest and by

taking the civic grant of $5250 for the

Horticultural Association and River-

view Park out of general revenue, and also by the plans of city members of

the municipal council to secure the reduction of the . county

‘about $20,000.

estimates by

The city commissioners point out that out of last year's assessment $3,000

~ was paid the county hospital commissioners and that this is

maintenance so that an additional vote

of $10,000 is not necessary, They also

hope to provide for the Belgian and Patriotic relief funds of $32,000 out of the
county school fund, Should these measures go through the county estimates
will still show a total of about $175000 or $30,000 more than last year, of

which the city’s share will be $163,000.

The estimates as adopted by the council are:

Schools .. ..
Public wotks .. .0 «e oo ou
Fire Department .. .. .. ..
Police department .. .. ..
Lamp department .. .. ..
Sewerage maintenance .. ..
Fire Hydrants .. .. .. ..
givic grants
ey .
Interest charges ..
County assessment .. .. ..
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*Only approximate as
yet adopted.

To these totals taere must be added
a percentage of from 8 to 10 per cent.
by the board of assessors as an allow-
_ance for discounts and short collections.
Last year’s total was $727,604.42, so that
this years will be in the meighborhood

of $880,000. :

Chief Increases.

It will be seen that the chief in-
creases in the city assessment over last
. year are: Interest, $84,179.89, made ne-
cessary by the fact that the unexpend-
ed balances from 1918 applied to reduc-
tion of interest amounted -to $50,000,
while this year taere remained only
$7,000; board of«works, $22,070.80; pol-
ice, $10,480.58 to provide for fourteen
extra policemen; $1,700 for fire depart-
ments. In the board of works increase
there are $10,000 for last year’s work in
Canterbury, Church and Princess - street,
and $6,000 the first year’s payment
on the special war vote of $80,000, so
that Commisisoner Potts really has only
s an increase of $6,000 to work on this
vear.

The increases in the county, regarded
ag unavoidable, are elight advances for
the General Public Hospital and Muni-
cipal Home, $7,000 for interest on de-
bentures of the St. Joan County Hos-
pital for advanced cases of tuberculosis,
and $17,000 for th~ county valuators.
Mayor Frink is inclined to be critical
regarding this last amount as this work
was supposed to have been completed
last fall and he is surprised to find the
entire amount charged in this year's as-
sessment.. He also compared the amount
with the cost of the $4,000 valuation
made several years ago.

BOARD OF TRADE
HEAD NOT FULLY
SATISFIED WITH CUT

J. A. Likely, president of the board of
trade,~said this morning that he was not
altogetaer satisfied with the result of the
cutting of the estimates. He had/been

. assured by two of the commissioners
that the public works and police depart-
ments would come out with an increase
of only $10,000, and yet they appeared
to have retained more than $82,000 of
their increase. He could not tel] yet if
a similar delegation would appear before

the municipal council on Tuesday and

press for a reduction of the county es-
timates, but he looked to the city com-
misisoners, who had a majority vote, to
carry out the will of the people as it
‘fiad been expressed by the citizens’ dele-
gation on Friday. {

~ He thought good had been done by
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Issued by author
ity of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F. Stu~
part, director of
meterological ser
vice.

Synopsis:—A  marked  disturbance
now centred in Kansas is likely to move
directly to the Great I.akes. The
weather is fairly cold in the western
provinces and comparatively mild from
Ontario eastward.

Fair Tomorrow

Maritime — Fresh northerly winds;
fair; Sunday winds shifting to easter-
ly, fair until night.

New England Forccasts—Fair tonight;
Bunday, unsettled, probably rain or
snow, moderate north to northeast
winds.
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.. $186,571.70
109,293.00
77,625.57

. 10,659.00

6,120.00

35,258.21
132,219.33

$668,429.59
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county .assessment, governed by county council, not

Fulec s i
the  interest shown by the board of
trade and .intimateq that in future the
‘hoard would pay more attention to civic
affairs and keep in ‘touch mare .
with the mayor and colnmissioners.

CHAEIR OFFGER
CALED T0 ENELAND
FOR NAVAL SERVC

F. G. Spriddell, first officer on the
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s
liner Chaleur, who is a reservist in the
British navy, has received a summond
from the British Admiralty to proceed
to England and report for active ser-
vice. He has been in the employ of the
company for the last eleven years.

To a Times’ reporter he said he was
a native of Hampshire, Eng., and as a
young lad entered the British navy as
a midshipman, He was on the Apollo
and other cruisers for several years, and
had been promoted to the rank of licu-
tenant. In the last twelve months he
was in the navy he served as lieutenant
on the Bellerophon. At the outbreak of
‘the war he reported to the Admiralty
officials at Halifax and was informed
that it was just as important to main-
tain the trade routes as it was to fight
the enemy, and therefore to remain at
his occupation until he received official
notification to report for active service.
As he has been notified to present him-
self for active, he will leave for Hali-
fax, and will sail from there to Eng-
land.

Mr. Spriddell has been coming to this
port for the last year or more, and dur-
ing that time has made many friends.

INTERNAL TROUBLES OF
GERMANY INCREASING

Havre, Jan. 16—A Socialist *deputy,
Dr. Liebkencht, who alone in the Reich-
stag voted against the military credits,
has just informed tae chiefs among the
international socialists that a serious
movement against war is manifesting it-
self among German socialists, and that
almost unanimously the federations share
his point of view and declare themselves
against war.

SENT T0 JAL FOR THREATS
AGAINST YON BERNSTORFF

Tacoma, Wash., Jan. 16—FEdwin R.
Scott, of Raymond, Washington, was
sentenced to six months in jail yesterday
for threatening the life of the German
ambassador, Count Von Bernstorff.
Scott admitted having written two let-
ters to the ambassador in which he
made tareats. These, he said, were “all
bluff.”

A REMARKABLE MAN AND
ALSO QUITE A TREE

s

I'red Cole, who, at the age of eighty-
five has been working with his sons,
George and Alden cutting some logs this
season on his own land, says the North-
ern Light of Bathurst, felled a tree the
other day, out of which he got eight
logs, the ones nearest the stump
measuring twelve feet long and thirty-
two_inches at the small end. This tree
was a magnificent pine, straight, and as
sound as it could possibly be, whichis

quite a rarity in these days of small
lumber.

NEW CHEEF AT

available for—

HIS DESK TODAY

The new chief of police, David W.
Simpson, who was sworn in last evening
by Magistrate Ritchie, entered upon his
duties’ this morning. When a Times re-
porter entered his offic: he was actively
engaged looking up records and making
himself familiar with his surroundings.
When asked about his plans he remark-
ed that he was not prepared at the pres-
ent time to make any statements. He
said that he liked St. John very much
and was also impressed by the cordial
reception and welcome he received from
the people at large. ,

After taking the oath of allegiance and
the oath of office last evening Chief
Simpson met the members of the force.
Later he spent several hours with Com-
missioner McLellan formulating plans
for the reorganization of the police force.

Victor and Robert Cobham, arrested
last night on a charge of vagrancy were
remanded. Chief Simpson asked that
they be remanded for two days to give
him' an opportunity to find out some-
thing about their condition.

The elder boy protested against the
remand as he said he was charged only
with vagrancy. He said he was well
able to take care of himself, but had
to leave his work to take charge of his
younger brother. '

He said that he and his brother lived
in a room off a woodshed in A
street. They had a .bed, but no stovel
One boy is sixteen years of age and the
other fourteen,

WAEAT TAKESA
SHOOTDOMNARD
A FNE CET P

Chicago,’ Jan. 16— Wheat. dropped: five:

cents in the first fifteen minutes of to-
day’s session of the board of trade on
reports that a congressional movement
was on ‘foot to prolibit exports. May
wheat which closed at-$1.45 yesterday,
sold down to $1.40.

MORE SUBSCRIPTIONS
10 THE RKYC. FUND

G. C. Tingey, secretary to the R. K.
Y, C. commnittee gathering funds for the
men of the British navy, acknowledges:
From R. R. Cummings, $6 and T. A.
Bell, each $5; Arthur J, Everett, J. T.
McBride, George W. Hazen, Charles P.
‘Logan, Rex Ganter, R. A, Irvine, D. C.
Macaulay, W. H. Sharpe, F. E. John-
stone, H. R, Nixon, E. L. Mclnerney,
J. C. Doherty, T. L. Baxter, F. F.
Dunlop, James Griffiths, W. G. Tapley,
H. A. Northrup, H. W. McLeod, T. J.
Morgan, W. G. Drake, R. C. Bonnell,
S. H. Davis, Thomas Phillips, W. E.
Darling, A. McMillan, J. H. Tilton, F..R.
Taylor, P. E. Armstrong, R. L. Johnston,
E. N. McCready, J, N. Fraser, William S.
Allison, H, M. Stanbury, S. A. Thomas,
H. D. McDonald, Miss M. B. Robertson,
Fred W. Munro, R. G. Carson, F. L.
Barbour, Frarik 1. McGuire, H. W.
Phinney, M. T. McGuire, Harry J. Sulli-
van, K. P, Baker, J. A. Grant, A. S.
Gregory, K. T, Robinson, C. S. Williams,
Peter McDermott, John S. Thomas, N.
A. Gregory, Joseph Doherty, James Ben-
nett, A. B. Ruddock, William Hurley,

Robert Doherty, H. R. Gregory, all of
city, $1 each; J. R, Miller, Rothesay;
H. A. Holmes, Lindsay, Ont., and F. E.
Jordan, Chatham, $1 each.

MAIOR GENERAL HUGHES
AT PORT ARTHUR TODAY

Port Arthur, Ont, Jan. 16—Major-
General Sam Hughes arrived in Port
Arthur this morning. At 2 p.m. he ad-
dressed the Canadian Club and will to-
night address a public meeting.

POSTMASTERS GIVE $5,000
10 THE THREE FUNDS

Ottawa, Ont, Jan. 16—The Post-
masters’ Association of Canada, through
the postmaster at Renfrew, has con-
tributed $2,000 to the patriotic fund,
$2,000 to the Belgian relief and $1,000
to the Red Cross.

FIRE AT SMITH'S COVE, . S,

Digby, N. S, 16—Weir Bros.
grocery store and contents were de-
stroyed by fire between three and four
o’clock this morning. Living apartments
upstairs were occupied by Mr, and Mrs.
Stanley Weir, who had a narrow escape. |
They lost all their clothing. The loss is |
estimated at between $3,000 and $4,000
with very little insurance.

Jan.

WOMEN’S MISSIONARY UNION

A meeting of the members of the
Women’s Baptist Missionary Union was
Leld last night in the school room of
Leinster strcet Batpist church. Little
of public interest was transacted. The
meeting was continued this morning at
the residence of the president, Mrs. D.

. Groace Is With England, Whose Gause Is Just

London, Jan. 16—The Greek minister, M .J. Gennadius, address-
ing a meeting: here last night, said: -

‘“We are not only in sympathy with, but are absolutely
to the cause of England in this great world ecrisis, because we are
convinced that her canse is just and good for the world.”’

devoted

&
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PEARS 10 BE
READY FOR WAR

Officers Ordered Home and Medical Supplies
Being Purchased — Spirited Fighting in
Western Area Continues

/

ordered home, ¢

port, and in vicinity of Ypres,

artillery obtained noticeable advantage

on our positions at Fontaine Madame,
.“From the Axgonne to the Viosges,

they were com;

front, There was also 'some

| eight sailing vessels transportin
tolia, Asia Minot, . - - = sin

Londony ~Jan./ /16-The official an-
-nouncement in Berlin yesterday, relating

‘| the .capture of 8,200 French troops at

Soissons and sdying further that from
4,000 to 5,000 French dead were found
after the battle, concludes with the un~
usual assertion “this is the truth.”

A wireless despatch from Paris, copied
in London, categorically denies these
German - figures. It says the French
troops engaged in the Soissens battle
were fewer than three brigades, and that
consequently the Berlin figures cannot
be correct,

RUSSIANS CARE FOR
PRISONERS OF WAR

Washington, Jan. 16—Regulations of
the Russian War Office to prisoners of
.war are as follows:—

“As lawful defenders of their country,
prisoners of war must ‘be humanely
treated. Under mo circumstances shall
'they be restrained from worship accord-
ing to their faith, the sole condition be-
ing non-interference ‘with war regula-
tions.

“The belongings of prisoners of war,
with the exception of weapons, horses
and war papers shall remain untouched.
Every prisoner of war is required to re-
veal his real name and rank.

“Commanders of = military districts
who have prisoners of war in charge, are
required to exercise care that such pris-
oners are not insuligd or persecuted. and
that they are given every possible com-
fort and attention.

“Persons to whose care, prisoners of
war are entrusted, are strictly forbid-
den to.put such prisoners to work for
them even for pay, or with their own

‘ lconsent.

“In quarters assigned to them, prison-
ers of war will wear regulation clothing
but without distinction of rank. Things
needed new so far as possible will be
issued to them by the commissary. Such
articles will remain at the disposal of
the commanders in whose districts pris-
oners are located.

“Generals, admirals and staff and su-
perior officers, shall receive pay accord-
ing to rank, as follows: Generals and
admirals, 1,500 rubles (a ruble is equiv-
alent to about 51%% cents); staff officers,
two hundred rubles, and subalterns 600
rubles annually.”

THe Kaiser’s Birthday.

Berlin, - Jan. 16—The Reichstagzeiger
has published a decree signed by Em-
peror William® asking that all festivities
formerly held on the occasion of his
birthday, January 27, be omitted this
year, except celebrations in churchés and
schools.

ITALIAN CONSUL AT
LIEGE ARRESTED

Amsterdam, Jan 16—Advices from
Liege report that Signor Crippi, Italian
vice consul there, has been arrested by
the Germans and compromising letters
were found in his possession.

Taking Care in Paris

Paris, Jan. 16—The military govern-
ment has submitted to the authorities a
suggestion that there be a diminution in
the number of lights in Paris and its
suburbs, as a precautionary measure
against aerial incursions by ‘the Ger-
mans. -

In South Africa,

Pretoria, South Africa, Jan, 16—The
Union government today granted am-
nesty to all members of the Union De-
fence Forces, who were forced into the
runkd of the rebellious Boers by their
superiors. At the same time it was an-

Hutchinson, Douglas avenue, who through

illness had been unable to be present at
last night’s gathering. ’

nounced that all who had voluntarily
joined the rebels, would be tried by
conrt martial.

Sweden is bilying $60,000 worth of medical supplies. :

This despatch would indicate that Sweden is making prepara-
tions for eveptualities that may force her into war. .

Paris, Jan, 36—~The French War Office this afternoon. reported:—

“In Belgium yesterday, there was artillery fighting in the region of Neiu-

of a regiment that was about to reassemble, causing an
battery, the destruction of field work, etc.
“In the Asgoune there was yesterday a rather determined artillery

Copemhagen,' an. 16—All Swedish officers in Persia have been|

rding to a despateh from Stockholm. 1os wearing . mask which completely |

““From tbé,Lys to the Somme, at Notre Dame De Lorette, near Carency, the
enemy re-occupied a portion of the trenches he fost to us on January 14, At
Blagny, near Arras. we ‘have continued to make progress, The enemy deliver-
ed an energetic attack, preceded by a violent artillery fire, on our 'positions fo
the west of La Boisselle.” This attackwas repulsed, ‘

. “Along the entire front from the Somme to the Meuse, no infantry engage-
ments were -teported yesterday, In the sectors of Soissons and Rheims, our

at several points, such as the scattering
explosion in a German

attack

we checked completely a spirited attack

of the ‘enemy ditected against our trenches at Flirey, and the Germans evacu-
ated the crest of the hill to the north of Clemery, east of Pont-A-Mousson, This
to do by the fire ofdur artillery, .

“In the centre.of the Vosgel; there were artillery exchanges on afl the
hetviy rifle firing, particulacly at Tete De Fayx,
“In Upper Alsace there was no ch ange.”

Londos, Jan. 36—A Petrograd despatch fo the Havas Agency states that it
- is seported from Sebastopol that the Russian fleet, during recent days, sank
, ~, reinforcements to the Turkish -army in- Aana-

| ARE BOMBARDING
SOISSONS AGAIN. -
‘Paris, Jatt. 16—The Germans have be-
gun another bombardment of Soissons.
Shells fell in the central part of the city
which had already been grievously
damaged by projectiles. Wounded
French soldiers had to be carried from
one of tl'xe temporary military hospitals.
NO FURTHER WORD
FROM PATRICIAS.

Ottawa, Ont., Jan. 16—No casualties

_|from the Princess Patricias had been

reported to the militia department today,
nor has any word been received - at
Rideau Hall, confirmatory of the London
Chronicle correspondent’s report of a
-gallant and successful charge by the
Canadian regiment near Ypres.

GENERAL OFFICE AND
SUGAR REFINERY STAFF
WILL BE MOVED HERE

Machinery in the new plant of the At-
lantic Sugar Refineries has been oiled
and running for four, weeks in prepara-
tion for the actual operation within a
few days, according to F. H. Anson,
general manager of thé concern, who has
been in the city for a few days.

Mr. Anson says the steamers carrying
cargo have already been chartered and
are on their way but hg has no know-
ledge as to when they will arrive. The
entire staff is already arranged for and
when the plant is in full running order,
300 men will be engaged.

Mr. Anson says the general offices of
the company will be moved here with
the beginning of operations, Robert H.
Anderson, of Montreal, the general sales
manager and buyer will have charge of
the office and take up his residence
here. Mr. Anson is now looking after
Mr. Anderson’s work here but will not
himself make his home in St. John.

PUTS BAN ON STRIKES
FOR NEXT THREE YEARS

Chicago, Ills., Jan. 16—Members of the
Chicago building trades council have
adopted an agreement that no strikes
shall be called within the next three
years.

Earthquake Dead Now
Estimated at _2_315,000

HIS FAGE MASKED

Conceal Identity of Distinguished
. German in Strassburg Hospital

London, Jan. 16—A Paris despatch to
tae Daily News says:—A remarkable
story is published by the Belgian Ving-
tieure Siecle, about a masked patient in
Strassburg, whose identity is being kept
secret. by the Germans.

The story goes that Doctor Debaisieux,
a professor of the University of Louvain,
was recently summoned to a consulta-
tion in Strassburg by the military
authorities. When the professor entered
the patient’s room, “he noted with
astonishment that the sufferer, who, he

was told, was .an officer who had been
grievously wounded in the battlefield,

concealed his features.

Doctor Debaisieux kept the matter a
profound secret and ‘when one of his
friends tried to prevail on him to throw
some light on the identity of his mys-
terious patient, he declined to' say any-
thing. It was through the indiscretion
of a member of the headquarters staff
at Louvain that the people there got
wind of the affair. At Louvain it is
generally believed that the mysterious
patient was the crown prince. The cor-
respondent of the Vingtieure Siecle has,
however, been assured by a German
officer with whom he is on friendly
terms, that the man in the mask is not
the crown prince, but another personage
of the highest importance.

(. R ORD RETRES

C. Kyle New Master Mechanic
of Atlantic Division °

‘After a period of able service dating
back for thirty-one years, C. R. Ord,
master mechanic for the C. P. R. with
headquarters at McAdam Junction, N.

B., is retiring and, taking effect today, |

C. -Kyle, late of Montreal, becomes his
successor. . Mr. Ord has been a valued
employe of the company and his retire-
ment, which is caused by ill-health, will
be regretied. ... Wi

His successor in office, has been for
some time assistant to. the superintend-
ent of motive power at Montreal and

eomes to the office well fitted to- take

charge. It is expected, that his headquar-
ters will be removed to St. John.in the
near future, Mr. Kyle’s place in Mont-
real is being taken by G. Whitely, form-
erly on one of the western divisions.

YARMOUTH AUDITORS
S0 FAR HAVE FOUND
I SHORTAGE OF $450

Yarmouth, N. S., Jan. 16—Although
the auditors are not yet through with
the examination of the municipality’s
books and papers, they have so far dis-
covered a shortage of $480 in the
accounts, $200 of it being from the poor
account. It is said that practically all
of it was incurred during December.

SHERBROOKE HAS §100,000
FIRE; ONE LIFE IS LOST

Sherbrooke, Que., Jan. 16—One life
was lost in a serious fire which destroyed
Codere & Son’s large hardware store
yesterday. .

The victim was a young man named
Maillot, who was buying some glass and
was in the basement when the fire
started. The loss will be more than
$100,000, well covered by insurance,

WM. J. PHELAN OF
HALIFAX DEAD

Halifax, N. S, Jan. 16—Wm. J.
Phelan, brother of the late Frank Phelan,
secretary of the pilotage commission,
died this morning of tuberculosis. He
was well known to many in St. John.
At one time he was very prominent soc-
ially in Halifax.

A Warning to Carranza,
Washington, Jan. 16—Secretary Bry-
an announced yesterday that the United
States had warned General Carranza

that “serious consequences” would fol-
low the threatened confiscation of for-
eign oil fields at Tampico. i

(By A. M.

THE CRUCIBLE.

Belding.)

In the clash of their ideals men and natfons clear the way,

Over graves and through the darkness to a new and better day;
Each one calls his gods to battle from some new Olympus height,
And condemns the other pagan for the tempest and the blight,
But in ways no man perceiveth in the agony of strife,

An eternal purpose moulds the higher destinies of life;

For though many a mad Imperator to thoughts of conquest wake,
And though many a sun in darkness set and many a heart may break,
From the crucible of anguish comes the gold of God’s design,

And the newer generations mark the stamp of the Divine,

Slow but surely comes the moment when the nations wiser grown
Shall renounce their crimson idols and destroy the war-god’s throne,
Then the Dreadnoughts of the ocean and the air shall cease to prey,
And the argosies of commerce go their unmolested way,—

Some new Jason see the vision of a richer Golden Fleece,

And returning fead the nations to the sunny Isles of Peace.

‘I tically all injured.

The Number of Injured
' Is Placed At
45,000

———

RUSHING RESCUE WORK

In Debris at One Place Mother
and New Born Babe Are Found
Alive—Cold Weather Adds to
Sufferings of the Homeless

Paris, Jan. 16—The Excelsior’s cor-
respondent wires that he learns official~

ly that 35.000 persons were killed and
45,000 injured in the earthquake,

Details From Villages

Avezzano, Jan. 16—Official reports re-
garding the extent of the earthquake
disaster, are now being received by the
authorities. They concern towns and
villages in the district in which Avez-
@ano is located and thus far are as fol-
lows:—

Paterno, completely destroyed, except
one house, 1,000 dead out of 5,800 in-
habitants. :

San Pelino, almost totally destroyed,
600 dead out of 1,600 inhabitants.

Scurcola, completely destroyed, a num-
ber of victims mot yet ascertained. |

Villelago, twenty-five dead and twen-
ty wounded. o

Rajano, four dead.

Fratturo, near Scanno, 200 dead, sixty
wounded.

Popoli, five dead, ten wounded.

Pentima, four dead eleven wounded.

Barrea, nine dead, twenty wounded.

Villeta-Barrea, three dead.

Babe Born In Debris

While the work of rescue was pro-
gressing in Capelle, the soldiers heard
strange cries and, led by the sound,
reached a spot where they found a wo-

man buried under the debris with a new -

born child. . Both were extricated alive
and uninjured, and are doing well. A
captain of the carbineers asked to be
the godfather of the child, and suggested
that the boy be called Terre Motina,
meaning a small earthquake,

The catastrophe at Pescia, southeast
of Avezzano, is growing in gravity. The
victims, aecording to reports received
from there, mow: number 4,500. .

“The’whole 'village of . Gioja-De-Marsi
is reported destroyed. .

At Collerosso, {hem are twenty-four
dead and at Akelpedio, forty persons
were killed. ,

HARROWING TALES
FROM STRICKEN DISTRICT

Rome, Jan. IGTRescnc and relief work
is' being pushed with feverish haste in
the earthquake districts. ' Thousands of
soldiers are digging out and burying the
victims and caring for the survivors.

The need of the latter, of whom there
are thousands upon thousands homeless
and generally penniless, is urgent, and
the people; from tae king' down; are do-
ing all possible to alleviate their condi-
tion. ' The-eold weather adds to the ter-
rible suffering and temporary buildings
o_fb]wood are being erected as fast as pos-
sible.

The list of dead can still only be estim~
ated but from what is known it is be-
lieved that at least 20,000 persons perish-
ed and that twice that number were in-
Jjured. Avezzano, with probably 10,000,
and Sora, with 4,000 dead, were the heav-
iest sufferers.

“A Great Cemetery.”
A telegram from Monsignor Bagnolia,

t
Bishop of the Marsica region, to Pope

Benedict reads:

“The Marsica diocese has been trans-
formed into a great eemetery. Avezzano,
Capelle and Palerno razed and almost all
inhabitants - dead. FEcclessiastics some
dead, some wounded. A few villages in
the diocese are immune, but generally
desolation reigns. It is an immense and
distressing catastrophe.”

The Pope, in reply, wired: “Being the
father of all the faithful, but first of the
unfortunate, I am plerced with grief by
this immense misfortune. I extend my
arms to my unhappy children and am
praying in peace for the dead and com-
fort for the, survivors.” i

More wounded having been brought to

‘| tae Banta Marta Hospital, close to the

Vatican, the Pope again visited the pa-
tients there to comfort them. To each he
gave a medal. ;

King Victor Emmanuel and the Queen
Mother Margarita, made the rounds of
the hospitals in Rome yesterday, visiting
the injured, of which numbers are ar-
riving hourly. .

Colonel George M. Dunn, American
military attache, on return from Avez-
zano said:

“I never dreamed of such a horrible
situation. Tae whole town is ruined, as
every house is down and only three
stables remain intact. Churches, palaces,
and dwellings have crumbled to the
ground. = 'What once were streets, are
now full of debris, to the height of six
or seven feet.

“Within a short time -the work of res-
cue will be useless as all those buried
under the ruins will be dead. The popu-
lation is extinguisaed, the people either
being dead or wounded in hospitals.

“The dead in the ruing compose the
greater percentage of the inhabitants.
More than 10,000 were killed at Avez-
zano alone, while the remainder of the
population, gbout 1,000 persons, are prae-
Very few escaped
without wounds, because every house
collapsed at once and nobody had any
chance to run out. Thus the hectacomb
is worse taan that of Messina, as it oc-
curted within thirty seconds.”

Colonel Dunn said that Avezzano was
now provided with all kinds of supplies
and that attention of relief parties must
be turned to the smaller and less access-
ible villages.

The railway service is now running
regularly to the earthquake districts.
Prince Colonna, the mayor of Rome, is
doing all in his power for the injured.

He has been on his feet for more than
fifty hours, and is giving a great example
of activity. Tae ladies of the aristoc-
(Continued on page 2, sixth column.)




